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^ Explanation of the I'late, representi!^g the 
Baron loaded with fetters in prison. 

Round the neckjwas a collar of iron of a hand's br€?.dth ; 
to the ring of which the chains and their whole 
weight were pendent. The chain he v/as oblifred to 
fiiftain with one hand day and night, or he woula have 
been in danger of being ftrangled. 
« 

Above the elbows were two irons, to which a chain 
was fixed behind his back, that pafled up to the neck- 
collar. Thefe, however, were removed a month 
after they were firft put on, when the Baron fell ill. 

A broad iron rim was nvctted round his body, between 
which and the bar that feparated his hands was ano- 
ther chain. 

The bar, two feet in length, was ironed to the hand- 
cuffs, fo that he could only bring the end of his fin- 
gers in contaA. 

The chains were all fixed to a thick iron (la pie in the 
wall. 

A triple row of chains defcen4ed to the, right foot, and 
the wjK>le weight, the prtjedlingneck-coUar acting 
'^^ as a lever, was enormous. 

^ Under the (laple was a leat of bricks ; on the oppofitc 
fide a water-jug. Beneath the feet of the Baron was 
•^ his tomb-ftone, with, the name TRENCK carved^ 

and a death's-head. , 
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1WAS born at Konigfberg in Pruffia, Febrvary i6, 
.- 1 726, of. one of the moft ancient families of ;iie eoun- 
try. jSIy father^^a kniglit of the military ovclcr, lord or 
Great Scharlack, Scliaculack, and Meicken, r i:£ major, 
general of cavalry, died in 1 740, after having received 
eighteen wounds in tfae. FruHian iervice. Iviy mother 
defeended from the houfe of Derfchau, ^vas daughtt» 
o^tht preiident of the high coart at Konigfberg. Mie 
kad two brothers, generals of infantry, r.id a third, 
iviiuL^ter of ftate, and poihnafter-gcnerai iiL Berlinc 
After ..my father's death, in 17^0, /he married count 
Loftange, lieutenant-colonel in the Kif)w regiment of 
cuiraffiers, with whom, leaving Prnffiayihe %vent riid 
redded at Breflaw. I had two brothers and a fiflcr ; 
my youngeft brother was taken by my mother, into 'A* 
leiia V the other was, i^fo,-a conict hi this \\\\i nair.ed 
regiment of Kiow-, and my fiitcr was m.arricd to il c . 
only fon of the aged general Valdow, wlia quitted tap 
ftrvice, and with whom ilie- lived in Ciandcubiu'g on, 
his eilates. 

My anceilors, both of the male ^nd female lipe, arc 
famous in the chronicles of the Kortli, among the an- 
cient Teutonic knights, who conquered Courland, Pruf- 
fia ^atidlavonia. 

JBy temperament I .was choleric, and addided tq 
pleafire and djillpatioa, which laft defed my tutors 
found moft difficuU to overcome. Happily, they were 
aided by a love of knov^ledge inliercnt ifli is:c— dn ; 
A 2 



THE LIFE OJ 

twialativc {pirit,^nd a thirft of fame ; vliich difpofiti- 
on it was my father's care to cheriife * A too great con- 
fctonfiiefs of innate worrii, gave me a too great degree 
of pride, but the endeav6urs of my inftruftor to inipire 
humility, were not all loft ; and habitual reading, well 
timed praife, ^nd the pleafure^ flowing froiir Kience^ 
made the labours-offtudy a t'length my recreation. 

My memory became remarkable : I was well read ih 
the holy fcriptures, the claffics, and ancient .hiftory ; 
"was intnnately acquainted with geography, cpulddraw 
accurately, and learnt fencing, riding,, and other nece^ 
fary exercifes. 

My religion was Lutheran ; but morality, and not 
fupemitious' bigotry, or childifh fears, was taught me 
hyt^y fathar, and by the wqrthy man to whofe care he 
cornmitted the fonnmg of my heart, and whofe memory 
I fhall ever hold in veneration. While a boy, I was h 

enterpriiing in all the tricks o£ boys; and exercifed my J 

wit in crafty excufes. The waarmdi of my paflions, 1 

then and afterwards, gave a fatyric biting caft to my '] 

writings ; whence it has been ima^ned, by thofe who ^:j 

knew but little of me, 1 was a dangerous man — ^thoagh, ] 

I am confcious, this was a hafty and falfe judgment. i 

A foldie * himfelf, my father would have all his (bns 1 

the fame : thus, when we quarrelled, we were not ad- j 

mitted to terminate our difputes in the common way, I 

but wereprovided with fabres, flieathed with leather, i 

and, branoifhing thefe, contefted, by blows, for vido- j 

ry, while our father fat lauglihig, plealed at our va- ] 

lour and addrefs : but tliis, and the praifes he bellowed,, \ 

had the bad effe(Et of encoura^g a difpolition, which, J 

with paflions like mine, ought carefiilly to have been J 

counterafted. . ; j 

Covetous of praife, and accaifl»i!i«d to receive the^ 
prize, and be the hero of fcholaftic contentions, I ac- 
quired alfo the bad habit of difputation, and of ima- 
gining myfelf a fage, when Httle more than a boy. 
f became ftubbom m argument ; hafty to correA, in- 
ftead of patiently liftening ; and, by my prcfiimptiott^ 
continually liable to incite enmity. 

Gentle to my inferiors, but jeaWcs of contradiAion, 
I nd the pride of pawer, I may hence date the origin of 
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all my evils. The abhorrence^ too, 1 had of arbitriry 
power,^iid its abufc, for the Glent accj^uiefcetice in which 
my education and book^tai^ght prmciples ill fitted me, 
were, additional caufes . 

My father fent me, at' the age of thirteen, to the 
univeriity of Konigiberg, where, under the tuition of 
Kowalewiky, my progrefs was rapid. There were 
fourteen other nobleipen of the beft hanilies, in the fame 
houfe, and under tlie fame mafter. 

The yeaf foUowhig, that is to fay, in 1740,1 had a 
quarrel with one* young Wallenrodt, a fellow ftudent, 
much ftronger and taller than myfelf, and who, there- 
upon, defpiung my weaknefs, thought proper to give 
me a blow. 1 demanded fatisfadlion — He came not to 
the appointed place, but treated my demand with con- 
' tempt ; and I, forgetting all further refpedl, found a 

fecond, and attacked him in open day. We fought, 
and I had the fortune to wound him twice ; the firft 
time in the ann ; the fecond, in th^ hand. 

This affair incited incjuiry. Dr. Kowalewflcy, our 
♦ tutor, laid complaints before the univerfity, and I waai 

condemned to tnree hours confinement : but my grand- 
father, and guardian, prefident Derfchau, with whom 
I was a great lavorite, was fo pleafed with my ceu^ 
rage that lie inllantly tbok me from this houii, and 
placed me under profefTor Chriftiam. 

Here I firft began to enjoy full and entire liberty ; 
and, from this worthy man, I learnt all I know of expe- 
rimental philofophy and fcience. He loved nic as hi* 
own ion, and fonietknes continued inftruding me till 
midnight. Under his aufpices, in 1742, I mamtaintd, 
with great fuccefs, two public thefes, although i wci>s 
then but fixteen — an effort and an honor till then un- . 
\ . known. 

Three days after my laft public exordium^a contemp- 
tible fellow, and profeffional bully, fought a quarrel 
'withme,and,as I may fay, obliged me to draw 'mmy 
own defence, whom, on this occafion, I wounded in the 
groin. 

This continued fuccefs highly inflated my valour, 
ind from that time I began to wear a ^orcl of enor- 
mous length; and to afiiune the accoutrements and. ap* 
pearaace of aHe^aor. 
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Scarcely had a fortniglifr ekpfed^ after this k ft 2tf- 
-fair, before I bad another with a lieutenant of the garri- 
fon, one of my friefKis, whom 1 had in^nked^ who re- 
ceived two wounds in the conteft. 

I ought to remark, tliat at tl^s time, the univcrfity 
of Koniglberg was ftill highly privileged.' To fenJa! , 
challenge was held honorable ; and this was not only 
permitted, but would have been difficult to prevent, 
conliderinff the great munber of proud ^ hot-headed, 
and turbuf^nt young nobility from Livonia^ Courland, 
Sweden, Denmark, and Poland, .who came thither to 
ftudy, slnd of wh'oiri there were more than five hundred. 
This brought di^tfaiiverfity into difrepute, and the a- 
baie has been endeavoured to be remedied. Men have 
acquired a greater extent of true knowledge, and have 
begun to perceive, that a univerfity ought robe a place 
of inftrui5lion, and not a field of battle j and that blood 
cannot be honorably Ihed, except in defence of life or . 
country. 

In November,-! 742^ the king fent his adjutant-gene- 
ral, baron Lottum, who was related to my mother, to 
Kohigiberg, with whom I dined ?,t my grandfather's. 
He co'iverfed much widi me, and, after various quefH- 
on^. meant to difcover what iliy talents and inclinations 
weje^ he demanded, as in joke, whether \ had any in-~ 
clinatlan to go with him to Berlin, and ferve my coun- 
try, as iaiy anceftors had ever donei adding, that in the 
army, I mould find much better opportunities of fend- 
ing challenges, than at the univerlity. Inflamed with 
the deftre ot diftinmiifhing myfe|f,'I liftened with rap- 
ture to the propohtion, and in a few days we depart- 
ed from Potfdam. - 

On the morrow after my arrival, I was prefentcd to 
tlie king, as, indeed, I had before been in the year 1 74a, 
with the character of being then one of the mofl: hope- 
ful youths of the univerlity. My reception was moft 
fiarterTng. Tho iuftnefs of n;y replies, to the quefti- 
oviS he put, my height, figare, and confidence, pteaf^d 
liini and i foon obtained permiffion tD enter as a cadet 
in his body guards, with a promife of quick prefer- 
ment. • • 

The body guards formed, at this time, a model and 
ichool for the JE ruffian cavalry . 'It corJtHed of otw f i>^ . 
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^le fquadron of men fele&rd from the %vhole army, 
whofe uniform was the moft fpleiidid in all Europe. 
Two thoufaiid rix dollars were neceflaty to equip ah 
officer. The cuirafs was wholly plated With filvcr ; and 
the hoffc, furniture andacc6^rg|nentytrQne, coft four 
Imndred rix dollars . V*y*JU^ W >y^ /tV^ \^ 

This fquadron only cOnftftea of fix dmcers, and a 
Imndred and fb'rty-four meli \ bvtt there were always 
fifty^or lixty lupexBumeraries, and as many horfes, foi* 
the king incorporated all the mod handfome men he 
found, in tkefe guards. The officers were the beft 
taught of any the army contained : tlie king himfelf 
formed them, and afterwards fent them to iniTru<3: the 
cavalry in the mancEUvr^s they had learnt. Their rife 
was rapid,, if they behaved well ; but they were bro- 
ken for the leaft fault, and punifhed, by being fent to 
garriibh regiments. -It was likewife neceflary they 
ihould be tolerably rich, as well as poflefs fuch talents 
as might be fuccefsfuUy employed, both atcourtj ajwl iii 
the army. 

Tber« are no foUierS in the world who undergo 
Sbifiuch as thisbbdy guatd; for, duriiig the time t was 
an the fervioe of Tre^ric, I often had not fight llo'tfr^^ 
^eep in eight days. Exetcife began at four in the ttibri-' ' 
Iflg, and experiments were inade of all the alterktibfis 
th(B king meant to introduce iii his cairalry. Ditched, 
of four, :five, fix ffeet, and ftill wider, Tv^eJre leaped, till 
ibme one troke Ms rieck. Hedges, in lil<e manner, wefe 
freed, and the horfe ran careers, meeting each other 
ftill fpeed^ in a kind of lifts of more than half a league 
in length. We had often, in thefe our exercifes, feve- 
;ral men and horfe s killed or wounded . 

It happened more frequently than othdiwrife, that the 
fame experiments were repeated after dinneV' with frefli 
horfes ; and it was not uncommon^ at Pctrdarh,.to hear 
the alarm founded twice in a night. The korfes (lood 
in the king's (lables ; and whoever had not dreficd. 
armed himfelf, and faddledhis liorfe, mounted, and ap- 
.peered before the palace, in eight minutes, was put u;l- 
der arreft for fourteen days. 

" Scarcely were the eyes clofed, before the tnitnp4|t 
again fonnded, to accuftom youth to vigilance, \ loft, 
in one year, three horfes, which had either byoke^ 
tiieir legs, in leaping ditches, or died of fatigue. 
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I cannot give a ftronser pidlure of this fervice, than 
J>y faying, that the body guard loft more men arid 
horfes in one year's peace, than during tl^e following 
year they did in two battles. 

We had, at this time, three ftations , our feirvice, 
during winter, was tt l^linywlfere we attended the 
opera, all public feftivals ; in flie ipring, we were ex- 
ercifed at Charlottenberg ; and at Potldam, or where- 
ver the king went, during the fummer. The fix offi- 
cers of the guard dined with the king, and, on gala 
days, with the queen. It may be prefumed, there was 
not at that time on earth a better f^hool to form an 
officer and a man of the worlds than was the court of 
Berlin. 

I had fcarc^ly been fix weeks a cadet, before the 
king took me alide one day after the parade and hav- 
ing examined men«ar half an hour on various fubjedli, 
conlmanded me to come and fpeak to him on the mor- 
row. 

His intention was, to find whether the accounts that 
had been ^ven him of my memory had not been exagr 
gerated ; and, that he mi^tbe convipced, he firft gave 
me the names of fifty foldiers to Icam by rote, which I * 

did in five minutes. He next repeated the fubjedbs of || 

two letters, which I imxiiediately compofed in French 
and Latin ; the one I wrote, the other I didated. He 
next ordered me to trace with promptitude, a land- 
scape from ndtiBf^, i«?bich I executed with equal fuc- i 
cefs ; and he then gave me a comet's commiffionin hi» | 
body ffuardSj i 

Each mark of bounty from the monarch,' increafed ~ 
an ardor already great — infpfred me with gratitude — 
and the fiarft ofmy wifhcs was, to devote my life to the 
for vice of my king and country. He fpoke to me, as a 
fovereign ihould fpeak, like a fatl>«r — ^like one who 
knew well how to eflimate the gifts beftowcd on me 
by nature ; and perceiving, or rather feeling, how 
much he might expeft' from me, became at once my in- 
llnidor and my friends 

Thus did I remain a cadet only fix weeks ; and a few 
Pruffians can vaunt, under the reign of Frederic, dF 
equal good fortune. 
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The king not only prefented me \^ith a commiflion^ 
but equipped me fplendidly for thcjervice. Thus did 
Ifuddenly find myfelf a courtier, and an officer in the 
fineft, braved, and bed taught corps in Europe. My 
good fortune feemedunlimitted, when, in the month of 
Auguft, 1 743, the king fele^ed me to go and inftru<9: 
the Sileiian cavalry in the new man:EUvres ; an honor 
never before granted to a youth of eighteen. 
. I have already faid, we were garrifoned at Berlin 
during winter, where the officers table was at court ; 
and as my reputation had preceded me, no perfon what- 
ever co«ld be better received there, or live moro: plea- 
fantly. 

Frederic commanded me to vifit the literati, whom 
he had invited to his court. Maupertuis, Jordan, La 
Metric and Poilnitz, were all my acquaintance. My 
days were employed in the duties of an officer, and my 
nights in acquiring knowledge . Poilnitz was my guide , 
ana the Mend ot my heart. My happinels was well 
-worthy being envied. In I74^, I was five feet eleven 
inches in height i Nature had endowed me with every 
requifite to pleafe, and my mind was wholly occupied 
by. the delu-e of acquiring well-founded fame. 

I had hitherto remained ignorant of love, and had 
been terrified from illicit commerce, by beholding the 
dreadful objefts of the hofpital at Potfdam. During 
the winter of 1 743/ the nuptials of his ma jelly's filter 
j wer« held, who was married to the king of Sweden, 

(where fhe is at prefent queen dowager, mother of the 
reigning Guftavus. I, as officer of my corps, had the 
honor to mount guard, andefcort her as far as Stettin. 
Here did my heart firft feel a paffion, of which, in the 
, coturfe of my hiftory, I fhaU have frequent occafion to 

\ fpeak. The objedl of my love was one whom I caa 

I only remember at prefent with reverence ? and t>urs 

was, mutually, the firft fruits ofafFe^lion. ^^ Amid the 
tuitiult infeparable to occafibns '::< e thefe, on which it- 
was my duty to maintain order, a iviefhad the addrefs 
to ileal my watch, and cut away a part of tiie gold 
fringe whicb hung from the waiftcoat of my uniAjrm, 
aod efcttped uiperceived. This accident brought on 
me the raMtey of my comrades ; and the lady alluded 
to, thence took occafion to confole me, by faying, it 
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Ihould be her care that I fhpuld be np Ipofes. Her 
words were accoiripanied by a look I could not^iifim- 
derftaad, a»d a few days afterward I thought Jayielf 
the happieft of mortals.'* The name, however, of this, 
Jugh-born lady, is a fecret which mufl defcehd withm^ 
to the grave ; and ttiy children alone, oi^my death bed, 
fhall be taught the name of her to whom they owe the 
prefervation of their father, and, cpnfeijuently, tlicit 
own exifteuce. 

'^ I lived, at this time, perfeftly happy at Berlin, an<l 
Mghly efteemed. The king telVifiedhis approbation at 
every opportunity ; my miSrefs fupplied me with more 
money than 1 could expend ; *^ and 1 was prefently the 
beft equipped, and made the greateil figure of aiiy offi- 
ter in the whole corps. . 'The ftylein which I lived wa^- 
remarked ; for" I had only received from my father's 
heritage the eftate of Great Scharlach ; the rent of 
which was eight hundred dollars a year, wh1«h was far 
from fufficien t to fapply my then expenfes * My amour ^ 
in the mean time, remained a fecret from njy beft and 
meil intimate friends. — Twice was my abCence from: 1 

Potfdam ai^d Charlottenberg difcovere.d, and I was put 
under arreft ; bjiit the king feemed fatisfied with the 
ejccufes I made, under prete|c^)f having been banting, 
and fmiled^s he granted mjW5r don. 
' In the b^^innmg of SqPSember, 1744, war agaixi, 
broke outbietweeji thfe hourbs of Auftria and Prujffia. 
We marched witli all expedition towards Prague, tra- 
verfing Saxony without oppofition* 

Frederic, on this occafion, with regret, had i^courfc. 
to arms, of which I was a witnefs. 

If I am not miftaken, the king's army came before 
Prague on the fourteenth of September. 

The height called Zifchka, which overlooks the clty^ 
was inftanfly feized without oppofitipn; and the bat- 
teries ercfted at the foot of thsU: mountain, being read Jr 
on the fifth day, play eji with fuchfilccefson the old;tow% 
with bombs andred hot balls, that it was fet on fire. 

General Harfch thought proper to capitulate^ ^^af-. \ 

ter a fiege of twelve days, during which, Bpt mote than •, 

five hundred men of the garrifon, at the.utj171.oft, were ^ ; 
killed and wounded, thoug;h" eighteen lipufaiid won* 
Wifrerpade p^rifoners. 
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/ Thus far wc hadmet with no iHipedimcnt. The Tm- 

• perial army, however, under the ccmimand of prince 

\ Charles of Lorraine, having quitted the banks of th« 

/ Rhine, was advancing to fave Bohemia. 

V During this campaign we law the enemy only at a 
r- diftance ; hut the Aulirian Ijght troops being tlirice as 
i numerousasours, prevented us from foraging. Win- 
I ter was approaching ; dearth and hunger m?ae Frcde- 

V ric determine to retreat, without the leaft hope from 
4 the countries in our rear, which we had entirely laid 

need. The feverity of the fea 
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\ '\ wafte as we had advanced. The feverity of the feafon, 

[ J in the month of November, rendered the foldiers er- 

i I cefldvely impatient of their hardfhips ; aritd accullomcd 

\ to conquer, the Pniffians were afhamed of, and repined 

j at retreat. The enemy's light troops facilitated de- 

* fertion, and we loft, in a few weeks, above thirty tlion- 

, .'i fcindmen; The pandoursof my kinfman, the Aaftrirn 

>. Trenck, were incellantly at our heels ; gave us frequent 

J alarms ; did us great-injury ; and, by their alertnels, 

h We never could make any impreflion upon them with 

' ? our cannon. Trenck at length palled the Elbe, and 

^ I \vent and burnt or deftroyed our magazines at Pardu- 

\ '\ bitz; it was therefore refolved wholly to evacuate 

I J Boliemia. 

I The king hoped to have brought prince Charles to a 

r battle between Bennethan and K annupitz ; but in vain ; 

S the Saxons during the night had erec^led a bat very of 

1 three and twenty cannon, on a mound which ^ey>a rated 

» two ponds. This was the precife road by wliich tLe 

I king meant to make the attack. 

*■ I Thus were we obliged to abandon Bohemia. The 

^ dearth, both for man and horfe, began to grow extreme . 

i The weather was bad ; the roads in deep ruts : marcli- 

t r es were unceafing ; alanns and attacks from the ene- 

j I mies light troops became inccflant. The difcontent 

tfc I all theleinfpired was uniV^rfal, and this occafioned the ^ 
* \ great lofs of the anfty. 
I Under fuch circumftailces, had prii\ce Ch^rlej^ conti- 

/ nued to harafs us, by purfuing us into Sijciia*!' had he 
p I mxide a winter campaign , inftead of remai|i|lTgTr^i^olent* 

* 3y ^teafe in Bohemia,, we certainly IhotiM^ not have 

vaaqnirhed him the year following at Strigalt •; 'but lie 
oirfy followed at a diftance, as far as the Bohemian 
^ B • 
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frontiers. This gave P'rederic time to recover, and 
the more eli'eotualiy, bccaufe the Auftriajcs had the im- 
prudence to p<'n2ut the re turn of deierters. 
L . 'J'his was a repetition of what Lad happened to 

)■ Charles the Xll.wiicn he iiifteredhis Bufllan prifoners 

i' to return home, who afterwards fo eEcftually pmufh- 

^ td his contempt of them, at the battle of Puliawa. 

^ Prague was obliged to be abandoned, withconlidcr- 

iible lofe i and i rcnckfeized on labor, Budweis, and 
Frauenberg, where he took prifoners, the regiments of 
Walnibe and Kreutz. 

No one would have been better able to give a faith- 
ful hiftory of this campaign than m}fclf, had 1 rocmit^ 
this place,. and had I at that time, oecn more attentive 
to thm^s of moment ; fince I not only perfonned the 
office ot adjutant to the king, when he went to recon^ 
noitre, or choofe a place <« encampment, but it was 
moreover ray duty to provide forage for the head-quar- 
ters. '' 'i'v.:' king having only permitted me to take 
iix volunteer innards to execute this latter duty, 1 wa? 
obliged to add to them horfe, challcurs and huflars, 
v»' ith whom 1 w^s continually in motion.* ' 1 w as pecu- 
linrly foitunate onlwo occahons, byliappening to come 
iJ'rcr the enemy when they had left loaded waggons 
• and i'or age bundles ^-*"^*%.^' "-<-''* ■ 

J fclJom palled the_night in my tent during this cam- 
paign, and my indcfatigybleaAivitv obtained the fa- 
vour and entire confidence of Frederic, Nothing fo 
much contributed to inlpircmewith emulation, as the 
public praifes I received — and my enthuiiafin wifiied to 
perform wonders. This campaign, however, but ill 
fiipplicd me w ith opportunities to ctii]^lay this my youth- 
■* ful ardor. 

^^ At length no one durft leave the camp, notwitli- 
flanding the extiemity of the dearth, bccaufe of the 
innumerable clouds of pandours andhoflars, tbatlio- 
vered everywhere around." 

*' No fooner were we arrived in Silefia, tlian the 
king's bodyguard was fent to Berlin, there to remain 
in winter Quarters." 

^' I fiiouU not here have mentioned the Bohemian 
war, but that while writing the hiftory of my life, I 
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onTht not to omit accidents by which ni} future deftiny 
was hlHiicuced. 

*' (hie dxy at Ecnnnfcben I was commanded out witB 
a detachment of chiriy hufiars" and twenty chafleurs, on 
a foraging party . 1 had poftcd my hnfiars in a convent^ 
and gone myfilf with the chafleurs to a manfion houfe, 
tofeize the carts nejelTaryfor the conveyance of the hay 
and draw from a neighbouring fnrm. -^n .Auflrian 
lieutenant of huJars, concealed with thirty-fix horfc^ 
men in a wood, having remarked the wcaknefs of mv 
efcort — proiitmjvby the moment when my people werfi 
all employed in loadin:r the carts, and, having tirfl: fei» 
ed our fentinel , fell fuddenly upon them, and took them 
all prifoncrs in the very farm yard. At this moment 
I wsLi feated at my eafe befide the lady of the manfion 
houfe, and was a IpeAator of the whole tranfaftion 
through the window. '* 

^^ Afhamed, and 1*1 defpair at my negligence, the la- 
dy wiflied to hide me when the firing was heard in the 
farm yard. By good fortune the Ru^&rs whom 1 had 
Rationed in the convent, had learnt by a peafant, there 
was an Auftrian dejachment in the wood. They had 
feen us at a diftancTe enter the farmyard, haiHly march- 
ed to our aid . and we had not been taken more than two 
• minutes before they arrived. I cannot exprefs the 
|>leafure with which I put myfelf at their head, — Some 
of the enemy's party efcaped tlirougb a back door ; 
but we made two and twenty prifoiiers, with a lieute- 
nant of the regiment of Kalnockichen. They had two 
men killed ana one wounded ; and two alfo of my chaf- 
feurs were hewed down by the fab re in tlie hay-loft, 
where they were at work." 

*' We continued our forage' with more caution after 
tlik accident. The horfes we had taken fervcd in parr, 
to draw the carts ; and after raifing a contribution (rt 
one hundred and fifty ducats on the convent, which t 
diftributed among the foldiers to engage them to fi- 
lence, we returned to the army, from wich w;e were 
diftant about two leagues." " 

^^ We. heard firing a5 we marched, and the foragers 
on all (ides were battling with the enemy. 'A lieutenant 
and forty harfe joined me ; yet with this relnforcemerrt 
I duril not neturn to the camp, becaufe I learnt we were 
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in 4anger , from more than eight hundi^ed pan^^rs ^nd 
haffacrsiwrho were in tlie plain. I tlierefore determined 
to take a long winding, but fecret route, and had the 
good fortune to come lafe to Quarters, with my prifon- 
e^5 and five and twenty loaded carts. — The king was at 
dinner w^ien I entered his tent. Having been abfent 
all night, it was imagined I had been taken — that acci- 
dent ha\ing happened the fame day to many others." 

^^ The inllanc I entered tlie king demanded if I re- 
tarned fmgly. No, pleafe your majefty, anfwered 1 ; 
I have brought five and twenty loads of mrage, and two 
^nd twenty prifcwaers, with their o^icer and horfes.'* 

*^ The king then commanded me to fit down ; and 
turning himfelf toward the Englifti ambaflador, who 
was near him, laid, laying his hand on my Ihoulder, 
C^fl un matador de ma jefr/ujfs* .** 

*Mn a few minutes he rofe from the table, gave a 
glance at the prifoiiers, hung the order .of .merit COundL 
iny neck, and coinmanded rae to. go and repofe.'* 

^' As, I didaot want money, f gave, the fcrgeaats 
twenty ducats each, and the foldiers one, in order to 
inlUr'e th<:iir filence, which, beiBg*a favourite withthero, 
thev readily promifed." I,howevftr, vras determiaed 
to declate tjie truth the very firft opportunity j and this, 
happened a few days after. 

We were on the march, and I, as cornet, was at th* 
head of my company, when thekhag advancing, beckon- 
ed inc to* come to him,and bade me tell htm exa«3;ly how 
the affair I had fo lately been engaged in, happened^ . 

The queftion at firft madie me diftrufl: I was betrayed ; 
but remarkingthckinghada miidnefs in his mann^» 
I prefehtly recovered myfelf> and rdated the exa«fc 
t;ruth. I faw the aftoni0fment of hl^ countenance, but 
J at the fame time iliaw lie was pleafed with my fmc^i- 
ty. He fpoke to me for half an hour, not as a king^ 
but as a ft^thcr ; ptaifed m;y candour^ and ended witli 
the following words, which^ while life remains, I fhall 
never forget -: *^ Confide in tie advice I give yau ; de- 
fend wholly upon me, and I will make yon a man,** 

* LHerallyy ^* -& is a vtatad^re ofviy yonfh/*^ Tfj 
a/hfiou apparently is to the rejipiefe p'ov)enof}hi mataj^oi'^ 
€t ihs ^cifug of ^itadriik^ 
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Whoever can feel, can imagine how infiniteljr piy gra- 
titude towards the king was increafed, by tM» great 
goodnefs. From that moment I had no other defire tlian 
to live and die for his fervice. 

I foon perceived the confidence the king had^ in vat 
after this explanation, of which I received verj^ frequent 
marks the following winter at Berlin. He permitted 
m&to be prefent at his converfations with tlic literati 
Qf his coart, and my ftate was truly enviable. 

I received, this lame winter more than five hundred 
ducits as prefents. So much happinefs could not but 
excite jealouCy, and this began to be manifeft on every, 
fide. . 1 had too little difguife for a cputier, and my 
heart was much too open and frank. 

Before I proceed 1 will here relate an incident di the 
iaft campaign, which will, ;ao doubt, be read in the hif- 
tory of i?'rcderic. 

ivuringthe reU'eatfrom Boheinia, the king came to 
Kollxn with his horfe guards, the cavalry piqoL is of the 
headquarters, and the {econd and third- b^tialians of 
guards. We had only four field-pieces> and our (qua-* 
Iron was Rationed ii>one of the fuburbs, Our advanc- 
ed po/b towards evening were driven back . into tlic 
town, and the huflars entered pell meil . Tlid enemy V- 
light troops fwanned over the comitry, and my com-- 
nvanding officer fent me Immediaitely to receive the 
king's orders i After much fe arch, 1 found hmi at the 
top of a fteeple, with a telefcopc in his* hand; Never 
did i fee him fo diilurbed or undecided, as on this occa* 
fion. Orders were immediately given, that ^^ e fhoukt' 
retreat throiagh the city into the oppofitefuburb, where 
we were to Ivilt, but not unfaddle. 
. We had not be^ here long before a moft heavy rain 
fell, and the night became exceedingly dark. My cou- 
fin Trenck made lui^ippearance aboat nine in the even- 
ing with his paodour and janKIary mufic, and fet Fu'e to * 
feve?ai houfes. Th^y found we were in the iuburh, 
and be^n to fir© upon us from the ciry witidpws. The 
tumult oecame ectreme ; the city was too full for us 
to re-enter : the gate was fbut, and* they from above 
fired at us with our field pieces. Trenck had letin the 
water upon us. and we were up to the girths by mid-, 
iiight, and almoft in delpair. We lollfcvca men, and' 
my horfe Avas wounded in the neck. 
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'Hie king^and all of us- liad certainly b«ai ma tie pri- > 
foners hud my couliii as he had fiacc told me, been able 
to continae tie a!Sault he liad begtin ; but a canlion bail, 
havin^vounded him in the foot;he wa& carried off, and* 
the pandours retired. Tlije corps of Nafian arrived- 
next day to our aid. We quitted Kollin ; and during* 
the march thekjnglaidto me, '^ Your coufin had near- 
ly played us a malicious prank laft night, but the de- 
fbrters lay he is killed." He then aiked me what Our.' 
relatioii/iiip was — and there our converfation ended. 

It was about the middle of December when he caftte 
to Berlin, where I was received .with open artffS*. I 
became lefs cautious than formerly, ^nd perhaps Was 
more narrowly obferved. A lieutenant of rh^ foot' 
guards, who was a public ganymede, and againft whom. 
1 had that natural antipathy and abhorrence 1 have for 
all fuch wretches, having indulged himfelf in fbme Ve*' 
ry impertinent joke s^ on the fccret of my amour, I be* 
flowed on him the epithet he deferved : we dfew our* 
fwords and he was wounded. On the Suhdiay follow- - j 

ia^, I prcfen ted my fclf to pay my refpefts to his majefty i 

on the parade., who fdid to me as he pafled, ^* The' i 

thu'ider begins to roll, and the bole may fall— ^Beware."' . .. \ 
He adJccI nothingirore. 2 

Some little, time after I was a few minutts too late on 
the parade : the king remarked it,«and fent me unde^f • 
arreft to the foot guard at Potldanf. When I had been 
hf?re a fortnight, colonel Wartenileben came and ad- 
v^f^d liie to petition for pardon. I was tiien too much 
a novice in the modes of the court to follow his courifeI> 
nor did I even remark the pei-fbn who gave it me wa;s 
hiiufelF a m oft fib tie courtier, I comphiined bitterly 
that I had fo Ibng been deprived of Hbtrty, for anfau^: 
which was ufuaiiy punifhcd by three^ or at the moll, f^ 
days arrefl. Hci-e accordingly 1 remained'. 

Eight days after the king being come to Potfdam, I 
was fent by general BourlTe to Berlin^ to carry Ibme 
letters, tmt without having feen the king. Cn my re-^ 
turn I f rcfented myfelf to Itim on the parade ; and,; » 
as our fquadron was garrifoned at Berlin, I aiked, 
*^ Does it pleafe your majefty that I /hould go and joi!| 
my corps V — '< Whence come you ?'* anfwere'd he. • * 
** from Berlin.** <^ Aad. where, were you be&rc yo*j^ 
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^ want to Berlin r « Under, arrefh" "* Then under ar- 

It reft yottmuftremain." 

W . I did no t recover my liberty till three day s before our 
departure for Silcfia, towards which we marched with 
the ntmoft fpeed, inthe^beginningofMay, tocommeace- 
our fecond campaign. 

Here 1 muft recount an event which happened thaf 
winter, Francis baron Trenck was the fon of my fa- 
'thcr's brother, confequcntly, my coufin german. Be- 
ing a commander of pandotirs in the Auftrian feryice, 
and grievoufly wounaed in Bavaria, in the year 1743,, 
he wrot-e to my mother, informing her he kitcnded me, 
her eldeft ^m, for his uniyerfal legatee. This letter^ 
i to which 1 returned nT> anfwer, wus fent me to PotlHam -, . 
I was (b fatisiied with my fituation, and had fiich nu-* 
merous reaibns (b to be, confidering the kindneis with 
which the king treated me, that 1 would not have ex- 
changed my good Tortune for all the treafures of the 
Great .Mogul. 
On tlie 1 2th of February, 1744, ^^'^^ig ar Berlin, 1 

\ , was in company with captain JafchinJky, commander 

\ of the body guard, the captain of which ranks as colo- 

nel in the army, together with lieutenant Studnitzand. 
cornet Wagnitz. X he latter was my £eld comradc> 
and is a^ this prefent commander-general of the cava^ 
ry of Hefle Cafl^l. * The Auftrian Trenck became the 
fubjcA of converfetion, and Jafcliinflcy aiked if I was his 
kiniinan. I anfwerod yes, and immediately mentioned 
his having m«.de me his univerfal heir.' — " And what 
anfwcr have yon returned?** faidjafchiniky. "None 
at all. - 

The whole company then obfervcd, that la a cafe 
Rke the prefent, I w^as much to blame not to anfWer ^ 
that the leftft I could do, would be to th^nk him for 
his good wifhes, and entreat a continuance of thems 
Jalchinflty further added, " Defire him to fend you, 
. fbnie of his fine Hungarian hoHes for your ownufe, ^nd 
givft me the letter ; I will coHvey it to him, by means 
of Mr. Boflart,legationc6un{Hlor of the S'axon embaP. 
fy ; tMJt on condition that you will give me one cwf the 
norfe«; Thifi correfpondence is a Simily^ and not a 
ftare aiBir : befidfi Uiat, I wfll >e anlwerabJe &r the: 
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• I immediately took my commander's advice, and Be^i 
gan to v?rite ; and had thofe who fufpeded me^ thought 
proper to make the leaft enquiry into thefe circumftanc- 
cs, the four witnefles who read what I wrote, could' 
have attefted my innocence, and rendered it indubita- 
ble. I ^ave my letter o{)en to Jafchitiiky, wlio fealed' 
and fent it himfclf. 

One of my grooms with two ledhorfes was among^; 
many othersiaken by the.pandours of Trenck.. When 
r returned to the camp, 1 was to accompany tjie kjng 
cm a reconuoi^ring party. My horfe was' too tired7 
and I had no other. 1 imormed him of my embarrafT- 
m^it, and his majefty immediately made me a prefent; 
of a fine Engliih courfer. 

• Some days after I was exceedingly aftonifhed to fee 
my groom return with my two horfes and a pandour 
traiii|>eter,who br^ugjit me a letter containing nearfy 
the Allowing words : 

^< The AuSrian/iVenck is not at war with the Pruf- 
, fian Tre^ick, but, on the contrary, is happy to have re- 
covered the horfes from the huflara, and return them to' 
wboni tbey firft belonged, &€•" 

I we^t thefame day to pay my.refpeds to the king, 
who receiving me with great coolnefs, faid,** Since 
your couftn has returned your Qwn horfes, yon have nor 
mare need. of mine." 

' There were too many who envied me;, to fuppoie 
thefl; words would efcape repetitTon. The return of 
the horfes feemsinfinitely to have increafed tUatfufpW 
cion Frfedfcric f^ntertainra againft me . 

We marclied for Silefia , to enter on our fecond cam«^ 
paign, whi^h to the Prufllans was as bloody and mur«- 
a^rous as it was glorious. 

The king's head quarters were feed at the convent 1 

at Kameni&, where we refted fourteen days, and the at- 1 

mv remained in cantonments. Prince Charles mftead j 

of^ following us into Bohemia, had the imprudence to 
occupy the plain of Strigau,. and we already conclude^ 
his army was beaten, , * 

• The army haftily left its cantonments , andln twenty ' 
four hours was in order of battle ; and on the 1 4th of > 1 
June eighteen thoufanjct bodies lay ftrqtched oH tli0 h 

plain of Strigau. The allied armies of Auilm aid^ h 

Saxoiiy were totally defeated, ' 1 5 
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,The body guard was on the right ; and before the 
attack the khig fuid toour fquadron, " Prove, to-day, 
my children, that you are my body guard, and give no 
Saxon quarter.'* 

We made three attacks on the cavalry, and two on 
the infantry; Nothing could with ftand a ^uadronlikc 
this, which for tnen, liorfes, courage and experience, 
was aflurediy the firft in the world. Our corps alone 
took fevcn ftandards and five pair of colours, and in lefs 
than an hour the affair was oyer. 

. I received a piftol ftiot in my right hand ; my horfe 
was defperately wounded, and i was obliged to change 
on die third charge. The day after the battjc all the 
-officers were rewarded with the order of merit. For 
my own part, I remained fouf weeks among the woDind- 
fed at Schweidnitz, where there were fetecn thtfufand 
men uader the torture of the arm^ furgfeofifi, roany of 
wboiniad.not their wo^tlds-dr£fica tUl4j»tbir44ay. 

It was near three months before I recovered Uie u^ 
xjf my ha&d : I ncvcrthelefs rejoined my corps ; conti^ 
smed to perform my duty ; and, as ufual, accompaniei 
the kingwhcn he x^nt to rtscosnoitrc* F;or fomfe time 
jpafliefetd placed coaSdeflce ixl m)B,aBdhis.Hind|iefc to- 
wards rtie oontiniiaUy increaf<Sd, NvhicJu'^aifed t&y gra- 
titude even to enthufiafin. 

• r tauft 1i*re 'mention an adventurt ihfrt h«y««cd at 
this time, and which will Ihdw the an dfe Ut^grew: 
Frederie, in forming youthfor his fefvice,«;!6d idewrteit 
ly attckchiAg them to his perfon* . - * 

I was exceedingly fond of hunting, in iJ^hich^ not- 
widbftandilig it was feverely forbidden, -I indulged my- 
(elf. Laden with pheafaats I <y&c day rettittted : bu* 
judge my aftonifhment and feaVs, when I iaw the ar- 
my had decamped, and that it was with difficulty J 
•ctnild overtake the t6ar guard . 

la this my dilfareft I applied to an officer of huflarss 
who iiiQantty lent me hts horfe, by die aid of which I 
rejoined Jny corny, which always marched as tlie van- 
-guard.' Mounting my own horfe, I trembUngly rode 
to the head of my divifion, which it wa? my duty to 
precede, The king however had remarked my ab- 
fenci2, orrathei'hadbeen reminded of it by myfuperi- 
or dfflcer, who for fomc time pail had become my tn%- 
mv.; . 
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Juft as the army halted to encamp, the liing rod^ to- 
wards me, made a fignal for me to approach, and read- 
ing my fears ia my countenance, faid with a fmile^ 
*' What, are you j.ilt retarned from hunting V " Yes> 
your majcftv— I hopc^* — Uere interrupting me,head-r 
ded, *^ Well, well for this time 1 fhall tajce no further 
notice, remembering Potfdam : but, however, let mc 
find you more attentive to your dijty." 

I fhall remark, the king took no more notice of my \J 

late fault, except that, fometimes when I had thc^ ho*- 
nour to dine with him, he would ridicule people who 
v/ere too often at the chafe, or wlio werefo choleric, 
that they took occafion to quarrel for the lead trifle. 

If I tniflake not^ the famous battle of Soor, or Sorau, 
was fought on the 1 4th of September. — The king had ^ 

fent fo many detachments into Saxony, Bohemia, and 
Silcfia, that the main army did not confift of more tiian 
twnity-fix thou{ft»4 men^ Ncgjedting advice, audi ob- « 

ftinate in jud^ng his enemy by numbers, and not u/t* 
eordingtothecxcdlence ofdifcipline, and other acci- 
dents, prince Charles, blind to the real ftrcngth of the 
Pruffian annlissi;, had enclofed this finall number of Po- 
merantaa and Brandcnburgh regiments, with more 
than eighty ^fix thousand men, intending to take tbem 
allprifoncfs. 

The 14ng came into my tent about midnight, as he 
alfo did into that of all the officers, to awaken them. 
Hts orders were, fecretly to &'ddle, leave die baggage , 

in tlic rear, and that the men fhould (land ready to j 

moant at the word of command. . * ^ i 

Lieutetiant Studnitz and myfelf attended the king, ] 

who went in perfon, and gave direftioas through the 
whole array : mean time break of day was expedted 
with anxiety. • 

Oppofitte the defile, through which the enemy were 
to march to the att?ack, eight field pieces were con- 
cealed behind a hill. The kingtnuft nfeceiTarily have - ' 
been informed' of the whole plan of the Audrian gene- J 
ral ; for he had called in die advanced pofts from the 
heights, that he might lull him into fecutity , and make 
him imagine we fliould be Hirprlfed' in tjie midft of j 
fieep, j 

..••.. . ■ • |. 

J 
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Scarcely ^id break of day appear before vhe /uRrian 
artillery, litualed upon tlic It ighis. be:.- a a, piay i.p- 
on our. camp, imd their cavalry to maicii Uirough ti^c 
de tile to the attack. 

As fuddenly were we in battle array ; for inicA tlian 
ten minutes, we c.urfelfc'es began the attack, nctwlth- 
ftanding our fiuall number, the whole army only con- 
taining live regiments of cavalry, and fell with liichfu- 
ry upon the tfxpmy, who at this time were wholly *em^ 
ployed informing their men at the mouth of the defile, 
and that Uowly, little expelling fo fudden and violent 
a charge, that we droye them back into the defile, 
where they prefied upon each other in crowds : the 
king himfclf ftood ready to unnialkhis ei^ht field pieces, 
anda dreadful (laughter enfued in this narrow place, 
from which the enemy had not the power to retreat. 
-^This iingle incident gained the battle, and deceived 
all the hopes of prince Lharles. j . . 

^Nadafb, Trenck, andthe.li^ht troops, fcnt to attack 
ou5r rear,* were, em.plpyjed in pillaging the camp. The 
ferocious Croats met with no oppoiition, while this 
their error made our victory more lecure. It deferves 
to b<? noticed, wjien advic^ w^ brou^it to the king, 
tha^t'the enemy had fallen upoE(,*and were plundering 
the camp, his aniwer was, ** So much the better ; they 
have fouiid themfelves employment, and will be no im- 
pediment to our main dehgn." 

..Our victory vas complete, but all our baggage was 
loft ; the head-quarters, utterly undefcnded/wcrc to- 
tally ftripped ; and Tfenck had for his. part (f£ the 
booty, the king's tent, and his fervicc of plate. 

A few days after the battle of Sorau, the ufual cainp.^ 
poft-man brought me a letter from my. coulin Trenck,^ 
the colonel of the pandours, dated at tllck, fourmontlis 
back^ of which the following is a copy : 

^' Your letter of the iztii of February from Berlin, 
informs me youdefire to have foine Hungarian horfes. 
On. thcfe you would come and attack me and my pan- 
doiir^. 1 faw, with pleafure, during the kfl campaign, 
that the Pruflian Trerick was alfo^ a goodfoldier ; atjid 
cJiiit: I might cive you fome proofs of my attachment, 
I til en t'cturn<3 the horfes which my men had ti^ken. 
J£, }aL0y^ytr, you wifli to have Hungarian horfes, yon 
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muft take mine/ In like manner, from me, in the field of ^ 

battle ; or, fliould you fo think fit, come and join one 
■who will receive you with open arms, like his friend ^ 

and fon, and who will procure you every advantage you 
can defire, &c. 

At firft I wad terrified at teadin^ this letter, yet 
could not help (tniUng. Cornet Wagenitz, now gene- 
ral in chief of the Hef?e Caflel forces, and lieutenant 
Grotthaufen, both now alive, and then prefent, were 
my camp comrades. . I gave them the letter to read, 
and they laughed at its contents. It was detenAined 
to fliow it to bur fuperior officer Jafchinfky, on a pro- 
mife of fecrecy, and it was accordingly fliewn hhu 
within an hour after it was received. 

The reader will be fo kind as to recollei^, that, as I 
have before faid, it was tMs colonel Jafchinfky who, on 
the 1 2th of February the fame year at Berlin, prevail- 
ed on me to write to the Auftrian Trenck my coufin ; 
that he received the letter open, and undertook to fend 
it according to its addrefs ; alfo that, in this letter, l/ ,tf 

in jeft, had afked.him to fend me fome Hungarian hor- ^. 

fes, atid when they came, had promifed one to Jafchin- i. 

ffcy. lie read the letter with an air of fbme fiirprife ; J 

we lang^ied ; and it being whifpered through tlie ar- 1 

my, that in-^cor.fequ^nca of olir late victory, detached ^ 

corps Would be fent^'tnto Hungary, Ja^chinflty faid, ^ 

** We fhall now go an^ take Hungarian horfes for our- < 

felves.*' Here the T<)nverfation ended, aril I 'return- ; ^ 

cd, little fufpe»5ling future confequenccfl to my tent. r 

The day after the receipt of tliis letter, Iwas un- 
heard, unaccnfed, unjudged, conduced like a criminal 
from the army by fifty huilars, and imprifoned in tlie 
fortrefs of Glatz. • 1 was allowed to take three horfes, 
and ray fervants, but my whole equipage was left be- 
liind, %vhich 1 never faw more^ and which became the 
booty of Jafchinfky. My cdmnuflion w^s given to cor^ "5^ 

net Schatzel, and I cafhieved without knowing why, 
I'here were no legal enquiries made— all was done by i 

the king*s command. . -.'^ \^.--. 

Unhappy people ! where power is fuperior to law, 
and where the innocent and virtuous jnect punifhment J 

inftead of rQward. Unhappy land ! where the cinjni* 
potent, SUCH isour will, fupcrcedes all legal fefttcnce, j 

I 
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and robs the fubje*!l of property, life and lionar. I v/as 
not however thrown hitoa cuut*;eon,bat mipr Ifoncd in 
a chamber oF the officer of the gaard — was allow .'d my 
fervant to v/ait pn me, and permitted tp w -dk on the 
ramparts. 

I did not want money 5 and there was only a de- 
tachment from the garriibn regiment in the citadel of 
Glatz, thQ "ofiicers of which were all poor. I foon he d 
both friends and freedom, and the rich priibner every 
day k'^pt open table. 

I -wrote fubtBhTively to th.e kitig. rrc|ueuing lobe tri- 
ed by a cb'irt-tnarnai; anci^ not defiring any favoir, 
fhould 1 be fomd guilty. This haughty tone in a yoath 
wasdifpleafing^ and i received no anfwer, which threw 
me im<o defpair . and Indaced me to ufe every poilible 
means to obtain my liberty. 

My ftrfl: care was to eftabiifti by the mtervention of 
an ofticer, 1 certain corrc{V>ondcnte with the obje,ll of 
my heart. She anfweredihe was far from fuppoling I . 
had ever entertained the lead thought traitcrous to my 
country; that fheknew too well i wa^s perfc^ly inca- 
pable of difllmulation. She blamed the precipitate 
anger and anjud f-ifpicions of the king; promifedme 
fpcedy aid, andf^'^t me a thonfand ducats. 

Five months palled away in prifon. Pe^cc wa^ con- 
claded ; thfi king was returned to his capital j my 
commiflijn in the guards was beftowed on another ; 
when lieutenant Plafclilcy of the regiment of Fouc.uct, 
and enlign Reitz, who often mounted guard over me, 
propofed that they and I fhould efcape together. I 
yielded, our plan was fixed, and every preparatory 
llcp taken. 

At that time there was another prifoncr at Glatz, 
whole name was MaRgct, bybirth a 'wifs, and captain 
of cavalry in thfe Natzmcrfchen hudars ; he had been 
broken, and condemned by a court-martial to ten years 
imprifon^rFeut, wTtli an allowance of only four rix dol*- 
Jars per nionth. ." 

Having done this mankindnefles,,! was refolved tQ 

rescue him alfo from bondage at the fame time with 

myrdF. I communicated my defign and made thepVo- 

pcfal^ V7hicli Wcfs accepted by hbn, and mcafures w^re 

. . - C . >.- 



26 Til2 LI^E OF 

taken ; ^ were we betraved by this vile man, wh« 
thus obtained pardon and freedom. 

Fbfchky,' who had been informed that Reilz wau 
arredcd, laved himlelf by deferting. I denied the fed 
in the prefence ofManget,with whom I was confront- 
ed^ and bribed the auditor with a hundred ducats. 
By rhis means Reitz only fufFered a year's hnprifonr 
ment aad the lofs of his commiHion. I was then cldfe- 
ly confined in a chamber, for having endeavoured to 
corrupt the king's officers, and was guarded with great- 
er caution. 

Here I will relate an adventure wliich liappened be- 
tween me and this captain Manget three years after- 
wards at Warfaw. 

I there met him by chance ; and it is not difficult to 
iiriaj^ne what was the falutationhe received. leaned 
biiP ; he took this ill, and challenged me to fight with 
piftols.. Captain Haucking of the P.olifh guards was 
ny fecond. I (hot hm through the neck at the firil 
fliot, and he fell dead (m the field. 

I return to my tale. — My window looked toward the 
city, and was ninety feet from the ground in tl\e tow- 
er of the citadel, put 6f Which i could not get, without 

having fouml a place of refuge in the city. ' — 

This an officer undertoolc to procure n?e, and pre- 
vailed an anboneft foap-boiler to grant me ^- hiding 
place. I then notcl.cd my penkiiife and fa wed through 
tliree large iron bars; but this was too tirefome a 
mode it beinff neceHary to file away eight bars, from 
my window, before! could pafs through ; another offi- 
cer procured mc a file, which I was oblii;sd to ufe witli 
caunon.lefl Ifh'>uld be over-heard by tj^ fentinels. 

Having ended this Tabour, I cut my leather tiiortman- 
tCT^u into thongs, fewed thenrr^nd to end, added the 
ih'Ct^ of my bed, and defcewcd iafely from this afto- 
ni/hin<;r height. 

It rained, the night was dark, and all fecmed fortu- 
nate but I had to wade through moats full of mud, 
before I could enter the city, a circumf^ance I h.id never 
bpce corGdered. I funk up to thektiees. and- after long 
fl r.urglirip- pij^ !ncre2ible t»Fbrts io get out. 1 was cSiig- 
ed myfelf rxicall the feni inet, and dcOre him to "-o nn*! . 
tell tiie governor, Irenck was ftuckfaft in the ditch. 
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My misfortune was the greater on this occafion, be- 

1 caufe that general Fouqaet was then governor of G latz. 

He wa§ one df the craeletl of men. He had been wound- 
ed by my father in a duel ; and the Auflriun i renck 
had taken his baggage in t 744, and alfo laid the coun- 
try of Glatz under contribution. He was tjierefore 
an enemy to the very name of Trenck ; nor did he lofe 
any opportunity of giving me proofs of his enmity, and 

■ ' efpecially on the prefent occafion, when he left me 
(landing ill the mud till noon, the fport of the foldicrs^. 
1 was then drawn out half dfead, only ap;ain to be im- 

\ '■ prifoned, ana fliut up the whole day witiiout water 10 
waih mc. No one cini imagine how 1 looked ; ex- 
haaCledand dirty, my long hair having fallen*inlo the 
mad^ with which, by my uruggfing, it was loaded. I 
remained in this condition tiff the next day, when two 

\ fellow -prifoners werefent to aflift and clean me^. 

^ My imprifonraent now became more intolerable. I 

! liad ftiU eighty louis-d'ors in my purfe, which had not 

been taken firom me at my removal into anotlier dun« 
geon, and thcle afterward did me good fervice, 

F £i^t days had not elapfed fince my laft fruitlefs at- 

tempt to escape, when an event happened which would 
appear- incredible were I the principal ad;or in the 
(bene, n#t alive \o atteft its truth, and might not ail 
Glatz and the PruHian anny be produced as eye and 
earwitneflcs. 

^lajor Doo* came to vifit me, accompanied by an of^ 
ficcr of the guard and an adjutant. After exiimining 

* 'Thefapie Doo who was govenior of Glatz (Jf/ritig ihv 

/even years toar, afidwhoy having been fur prifed by gene'" 

' . ralLaudohn, was made prifoner, which occajioned the iofs 

ef Glatz. The king broke him with infamy, and hainfioed 

him with contempt. In 1764 he came to Vienna^ where 1 

gave him alms,, He was by birth an Jtalian-^a flfijh y 

lixicked man ; and while major under the gniwrnm^tii of 

\ Fouqieeiat Clatz^ brought many people ti> mifcry. He was 

\ the creature of Fouqi>ety without birth or inerit — crafty, 

ma/ignaut^ but handfome ; and having debauched his p^a* 

-.. iron* Vdaughtery afterwards married her ; whe?ue at Jirft 

\ his gaod, and at length his ill fortune. He wanted know- 

• Jed^e to. defend a fortrefs againfl the enemy ^ and lis covet* ■ 

I §*'pi^fi rendered him eafy to corrupt* . ' 
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every corner oif my chamber^ he addrefled me, taxing 
me witli a fecond crime, in endeavouring to obtai» my 
liberty ; adding, this niuil certainly encreqfe the anger 
of the king. ' • * 

My blood boiled at tlie word crime. He talked of 
patience. I afked how long the king had condemned 
me to imprifonment. He anfwered, a traitor to his 
country who had correfponded with the enemy, cannot 
be condemned tor a certain time ; but rauft depend for 
grace and pardon on the king. «m, 

At that inftant I fnatched his fword from his fide, 
on which my eyes had forrie time been fixad, sprang out 
of the door^ threw the lentinel from the top t6 the bot- 
tom of the flairs, pafTed the guard v;ho happened to be 
drawn up before the prifon door to relieve ^iiard. at- 
tacked them fword in hand, threw thein fndidenly intp 
furprife by the manner in which I laid aboutme, wound* 
ed four men, made my way through the reft, fprang 
over the breaft-work of the ramparts, and, withmjf 
fword drawn ill ray hand, immediately leaped this afto- 
idfhing l^eiaht without receiving, the Uaft Injury, I 
leaped the fecond wall witheau^ fafctv and good foi** 
tune. None of their arms v^ere loaded; no one durft 
leap after me ; in order to pur(ue they muft a6 rouxid 
through tlie town and the gate of the citadel^ foOia^ 
I had the ftart fall tu^f an hour. 

A fentinel, however, in a narrow paflage endeavour- 
ed to oppofe my flight .; but I parried his foced bayonet', 
and wounded him in the face. A fecond (entinel inth€ 
TTiean time, came from the out-works to feize me Ue- 
hind, and I, to avoid him, made a fpring at the.pali- 
fadoes ; there I was unluckily cauglit by the foot, and 
3*cceived a bayonet wound in my upper lip. Thus en- 
tangled, they beat me with the butt-end of their muf- 
kets, and dragged me back to prifon. 

The feverities of my imprifonment were increafed. 
Two fentinels and an under officer were locked in with, 
me, and were, themfelves, guarded by fentinels with- 
out. I was beaten and wounded with the buttTcnd of " 
their muil^ets ; my right foot was fprained ; I ipit 
tlood ; and ray wounds were not cured in lefs than '^ 
month. 
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"• ■ 

I was now fiHl Informed the king had only co^em*> 
iied*me to a year's imprifonment, in order to learn whe- 
ther hia fufpicions were well founded. — My mother had 
petitioned for me, and was anfwered, \our fon muft 
ren^ain a year imprlfoncd^ as a puniftunent for his rafh 
correfpondence . 

Of this I was ignorant j and it was faid in Glatz my 
imprifonment was for life. I had only tliree weeks 
longer to repine at the lofs of liberty, when I made this 
ra£ attempt. 

Once more then w^as I in a dungeon, and no fooner 
was I tliere, than 1 formed new projects of flight : I 
'firft gained the intimacy of my guards. I had money, 
and tliis, with the comp^lEon 1 had infpired, mu^ht e{- 
fciEt any thing among difcontented Prufffnn foldiers. 
Soon had I gained thirty-two men, who were ready to 
execute on tne firft fignal, whatever I fhould commands 
two or three excepted, they were unacquainttd with 
each other ; they, confequcntly/ could not all be be- 
trayed at a time ; and 1 had cliofen tlxe under officer 
Njcholaitphead thc'm. 

The gqa-rifon coniifted only of one Imndred and 
•twenty men, from the garrifon regiment ; tlie reft be- 
ing difperfed in the country of GJatz, and fouf officerB 
their commanders, three of whom were in mylnterell;. 
Every thing was prepared. Swords ar*d piltols were 
concealed in an oven which was in my prifori. We in- 
tfmded to ffive liberty ix> all tlie prifouers^ and retire 
by beat of drain into Bohemia. 

' Unfortunately an Auftrian defertcr to whom Nicbo- 
lia had imparteil our defign. went and difcovered our 
confpiracy . The governor inftantly lent his adjutant to 
the citadel, with orders that the officer on guard ihoMld 
arreft Nicholai, and with his men take poUeflion of the 
cafcment. 

Nicholai was one of the guard, and the lieutenant 
was my friend, and being in thefecret, gave the fignal 
liiat all was difcovercd. Nicholai only knew all the 
confpirators, feveral of whom were that day on guard. 
He inftantly formed his refolution, leaped into the q^f^^, 
ments crying, ** Comrades, to arms ! we are betray-- 
cd i" All followed to the guard -houfe, where tliey feiz- 
cd oathf cartridges^ theofficer having only e|ghtntBBHi^ 
Q 2 
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and threatening to fire on whoever --Would ofFer refift- 
ance, came to deliver me from prifon ; but the iroa 
door was tooftrong, and the time too fliort for that to 
be dejnoliflied. Nicholia calling to me, bid me aid 
tj^ii, bnt in vain ; and perceiving nothing more could 
'%e done for me, this bravq man, heading nineteen 
ocliers, marched to the eate of the citadel where there 
was an under officer and ten foldiers, obliged theie to 
accompany him, and thus arrived fafely at Braunau in- 
Bohemia ; for before the news was fpread through tli^ 
City and men were collected for the purfuit,they were 
nearly half way on their journey. . . - 

Two years after I met with this extraordinary man 
at Oifenbourg, where he was a writer. He entered 
imm-ediate^ into my fervicc, and became my friend, 
but died fome months after of a burning fever, at mv 
quarters in Hungary, at which I was cfeeply grieved, 
for his memory will ever be dear to me. 

Now was I expofed to all the dorms of ill fortune. 
A profecution was entered againii me as a confpirator, 
who wanted to corrupt the officers and foldicrs of the 
king. They commanded me Jo name, the remaining 
coufpirators : but to thefe queftions i made no aufwer, .. 
except by ftcdfaflly declai'ing I was an innocent prifon- 
er, an officer unjulUy broS^n ; unjuftly, becanfe I had^- 
never been brought to trial ; that confequcntly I was 
releafed from all my engagements; nor could it be 
thought extjsa<irdifiary tjiat 1 iliould avail myfelf of that 
law of nature, which gives every man a n^t to de- 
fend hi^honor defamed, and feek by every po^flHTle - 
means to regain his liberty : that fuch had biscn my 
fole pui*pofe m every enterprife I had formed, and fucji 
ihould {till coat inue to be, for I was determined outhe 
purfuit^. till I^fhould ei ther be crowned -w^th fucccfs, or 
lofe my life in the attempt. 

Things thu,s remained ; every precaution was trken, 
except that I was not put in irons ; it being a law in 
Friiffia^ that no gentleman or officer can be loaded witli 
chains^ unlels he has firft for fome crime been d^^H^rred 
over to the executioner, and certainly this ha.d not been 
my cafe. 

"^The foldiers were withdrawn from myr chamber; 
but the greateft ill was^ I h^tdcxpefidcd all jn/ iiioncy. 
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and my kind mtftrefs at Berlin^ with whom I had aU 
ways correfpepded, and which my peri'ecutois -could \ 
not pi*event, at laft wrote — 

** ;v]y tears flow with yours ; the evil is without re- 
medy — I dare fay no more — efcape if you can. ?«Jy 
fidelity will ever be the fame, when it fliall be pofiible 
for me to ferve you — /.dLeu^-^happy friend i you. 
merit abetter fate.!' 

This letter was a thunderbolt. — My comfort, how^ 
erer, ftill was, that the officer i^ were not iufpe^ied,and . 
.tliat it was tlieir dhty to vifit nly chamber ievcral tiir ts 
a day and examine what paffed ; from which circum- 
ftance I felt my hopes fbmewhat reviv e. Hence an ad- 
venture happened, which .is almoftuifexamp led in tales 
of . knight-err a n try . 

A lieutenant whofc name was Barcb, a Dane by natr- 
on, mounted guard every fo\irtkday,and was tiieter- 
.rorof the whole garrifon ; for being a pcrteft maftcV . 
of arms, he was incefiimtly icvol\edin quarrels, and 
.£eBerally leit his marks bahiudlnm. He had ferved 
\ ro two rei^iments^ neither of which w^ould ailbciate 
With hkn for this reaiim^ and he had b^cn fent to the- 
!^arrifbn regiment at Giatz as a puniflmienc. 

Bach QOe day fitting befide me, .related how the 
evenmjg before he had' Wounded a lieutenant of the • 
name of Schcll jn the arm. I replied. Laugliing, l:?d I 
my liberty i believie you woula find fome trouble hi 
.,woundi^g mc^ fori have fom? ikill in tlie {word. The 
\ blood initantly flew in his face ; we fplit oiY 2l kind of 
pair of foils from an old door^ whiclihad ferved me as 
a table, and at thfe firft lounge I hithim on tlie breaft. 

His rage became ungovernable, and he left the pri- 
.lba«. What was my aftoniflnneait, when a momeat 
. ^or y iaw Jiim return with two foldier's fword$, 
. whick he had concealed under his coat. — ' ^ Now, the^, 
boafter, prove," {aid he, giving me one of them, 
*' whal> tliou art able to do.' < — I endeavoured to pacify . 
him 9 by reprefenting the danger, but InefTe^ually. 
He attacked me with the utmoS f»ry^ and I wounded 
him in the ariti. • ' ' * ;; 

Throw ipg his fword down, he now&H upon my 
ipuecky killed me, a fid wept. At kngth, aft€r ibnie-ccrji* 
. -vulitve^iTOtipas of ykafiire|he f;^«l^ *< Ftiand^. t^^^C 
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art my mafter ; and thou muft, thou fhalt^ by my ai3i 
obtain thy liberty, as certainly as my name is Bach/* 
We bound up l;is arm as well as we could. He left mc 
and fecretly went to a furgeon to have it properly 
dreiied^ and at night returned. 

He now remarked that it was humanly impoffible 
I ihould cfcapc unlcfs the officer on guard fhoAild de* 
fert with me ; that he wiihed nothing more ardently, 
tlian to facrifice his life in my behalf ; but that he could . 
not refolve fo far to forget his honor and duty to de- 
f ;rt himfelf while on giard. He notwitliilanding gave 
me his word and honor he w^ould find me fach a perfon, 
in a few days ; and that, in the mean time, he would 
prepare every tfllng for my flight. 

He returned the fame evening, bringing with him 
lieutenant SchcU, and as he entered, (aid, ** Here is 
your man." Schcll embraced me, jgave me his word of 
honor, and thus was the affair fettled, and, as it prov- 
ed, my liberty afcertaincd. 

We now began to deliberate on the means neceflary 
to obtain our purpofe. Schell was iuft come from gar- 
rifon at Kabclfchwert, to the citadel of Glatz, and in 
t^odays w^ to mount guard over me, till when our 
attetnpt was fufpended. — My purfe at prefent only con- 
tained fome fix piftoles : it .was therefore rcfolved, that 
Bach fliould go to Schweidnitz, and obtain mouey of 
t fare friend»of mine in that city. 

Here muft I infonn the reader, that at this time tb^e 
officers and I all underftood each other, captain Rpdcr 
alone excepted, who Was exad, rigid, and gave trou- 
ble cm. all occafions. 

Major Quaadt was my kinfoian,by my modicr's fide ; 
It good, friendly man, and ardently defirous' I /houM 
efcaps, feeing my calamities were now fo much in- 
creaicd . The four lieutenants who fiicceifively moiint- 
cd guard overme^were fiach^ Schroeder, Luolts^ md 
Schelly The firft*was the mnd projeftor, and niadie 
all the preparations ; Schell was to defert with -me ; 
ai^d Schroeder and Lunitz tlurfce days afterwerc ta|b]i- 
low. 

The talents of Schell were ofa fuperior orcld? ; he 
(poke and wrote fix languages, and was well acquaint-^ 
ed with aU chcwfioe arts. He had ferved in the regV 
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jiieut of Fouquet ; had been irr.jured by his colonelj xvho 
was a Pomeranian, dnd Fouquet, who was no fricudto 
well informed officers, had icutliln* to a ^rrrifoiircpi- 
nient. IJe had twice dcmarcled his difmiilion, but . r.e 
king Cent him to this fpecies of impriibnment : He ti tea 
' defennined to avenge hinifelf by defening, and was 
ready to aid me in recovering my freedom, that he 
might thereby fpite Fouquet. 

We determined every thing flionld be prepared a- 
gainft the firft time Schellmouiited guard, and that our 
project fhouldbe executed on the licxt, 
» Thusj as he mounted guard every four days, thf. 

'" ' ci^th was to be that pf our flight. 

. The governor, mcnn time, had been mformed how 

4 familiy-r I was become with the oflicers ; at which, 

takiiig offence, lijs fcut orders that my door ihouid eo 

• more be o]oened, but that I fhould receive my food thro* 

^ IjnaU window that had been made for that purpofc. 

, The care of the prifon was committed to the major, an<| 

he was forbidden to eatwithme,*undcrthe pain rfbe- 

ingbroken. 

His precautix)ns were ineiTe<^aal ; tlie officers pror 
curedfa falfe key, and remained with me. half the day 
and night. 

Bcilde my prifon was that of captain Damnitz. This 
man had deff rted from the Pruilian fcrvicc, with the 

Ijnen belonging to his company to Auftria, where he 
'obtained a commiflion in his coulin's regiment, who 
^ having prevailed on him ta ferve as a ipy dmnng tl)e 

campai^'-rn of 1744, he was taken in the 1 rufiirai ten 1-1 
lories, kuov/n, and condemned to be han^^^c cl. 

Some Swedifh volunteers who were then in the ar-. 
juy » iiiterefted themfelves in his beha If, and his fentcnc e 
was changed to perpetual imprifonmcnt, v/ith a fcn- 
i tencc of infamy. 

I . This wretch, who two years -after bj his proteiTiors, 

I not only obtained his liberty, but a lieutenant colonel \s 

con:rr.iUion, was then the fecret fp^-^of the major over 



the prifoners ; and he remarked, that not withftandina 

the exprefs prohiJ^ition laid on the othceis, they ftitl 

paffecl the greater part of their time in my company. 

The a 4th of December came, and Schell mounted 

i guard. lie catered my prifon immediately,. where he 
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continued a long time , and we made our arrangements 
for flight when he next ihould mount guard. 

Lieutenant Schroeder that day dined with the go- 
^vcl-nor, and heard orders given to the adjutant, that 
Schell fhould be taken from the guard and put under 
arrefl. 

Schroeder, who was in the fecret, had no doubt but 
that we were betrayed, nqt knowing that the fpy Dam- 
nit z had informed the governor that Schell was then in 
my chamber. 

Schroeder, full of terror, came running to the cita- 
del, and faid to Schell, " Save thyfelf, friend; all is 
difcovcred, and thou wilt inllantly be put under arreft.'* 

Schell might eafily have provided for hi* own fafe- 
ty by flying finely, Schroeder having prepaxed horfes, 
on one of whi<£ he liimfclf offered to accompany hun 
into Bohemia. 

How did this worthy man. ia a moment fo dangerous 
t^a towards his friend ? 

Running fuddenly into my prifon, he drew a corpo- 
raVs fabre from under hi$ coat, and faid, — ** Friend, 
we are betrayed — ^follow me, oiitj do not tatter nk€ to- 
fall alive into the hands of my enemies." ' 

I would have fppken » but mterrupting me, and tak-* 
ing me by the hand, he added, " Follow me — we have 
not a moment to lofe." I therefore flipt on my coat 
and boots, without having time to take the little mo- 
ney I had left ; aud as we went out of the prifon Schell 
£aid to the fentinel, *^ I am taking the prifoner into 
the officer's apartment ; (land where you arc.'* 

Into this room we really went, but paffed out at the 
other door. The dcfign oi Schell was, to go under the 
arfenal which was not far ofF, to gain the covered way, 
leap the palifadoe^, and afterwards efcape the beft we 
might. 

We had fcarcely gone a hundred paces bfcfore we imt 
the adjutant and major Qiiaadt. 

Schell ftarted back, (prang upon the rampart, and 
leaped from the wall that was there not vei^y high. T 
followed, and lighted unliurt, except having grazed 
my fhoulder. My poor friend was not fo fortunate, 
having put out his ancle. He unmediately drew his 
fwor4; prefented it to me, a:id. begged mc to di^atcb 
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him and fly. He v/as a fiiiall weak man ; but, far 
from complying with his requeft, I took him in my 
arms, threw him over the palifadocs, afterwards got 
him on my back, and began to run, without very well 
knowing Ivhich way I went. 

The fun had juft fet as we took to flight j the hoar 
froft fell. No one would run the fame rifk we had 
done, by making fo dangerous a leap. We heard a 
terrible noife behind us. Every body knew us ; but 
before they could gp round the citadel, and through 
the town, m order to purfue <ft, we had got a full half 
league. 

The alarm guns were £rcd before wc were a hun- 
dred paces diftant ; at which my friend was very much 
terrified, knowing that in fuch cafes it was generally 
iiapoilible to. efcape from Glatz, unlefs the fugitives 
had got the flrart full two hours befoife the alarm guns 
were fired ; the pafles being inmicdiately all (topped 
by the peafants.and hnflars, who are exceedingly vig!- 
kint. No fooner is a prilbner mifledy than the gunner 
runs from thegnardrhgnfe, and tires the cannon on the 
three fides of the fbrtrefs, which are kept loaded day 
smd uight for that fVitfofk, 

We were not five huiidred paces from the wall, when 
sill before te and behind us were in motion . 

Aniong the offifcers conltnanded to purfue us wass 

, lieatemuit Bart my intimate friend. C aptain Zerbft 

[ of the regiment 61 Fonquct, who had always teftiiied 

I the kindnefs of a brother towards me, met us on the 

• Bohemian frontiers, and called to me---M^ke to d^e 

fcfit brother, and jrou will fee fome lone houfe^. which 

arc on the Boheihian confines ; the huflars have rode 

flraig^t forward. — Ke then pafled on as if he had. not 

(een us. 

We diftinftly heard the alarm, founded in the villa* 

ees ; and thepeafants, who llke-^ife were tjo £jorti%}ie 

[ fine of dcfcrtion, were everywhere inmotionandfpread- 

m^ the alarm. As it may not be known to all my 

I readers in what manner they proceed on thefe occafi- 

\ Otis in Pniflia, I will here give alhort account of it. 

Officers are daHy named on the parade, whofe duty 
it is vo ftflWw fugitives, as foon as the alarm gnns are 
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The pe^fants m the villages lilcewife are daily ap- 
pointed to ran to tlie gmirij of ccTtam ^fU. 1 he oife- 
cers immediately ^y to ikefe polls, to f-re that the pear 
Ikms ^lx> tlielT daty, aiid prevent the prHbner's cfcape. 
Tiius does it feld jra happen that a foldrer can effi^d hr^ 
cfcape, uniofs ho be at the very leafl, an honr on tlie 
iroad before th'e alarm gmis are hred. 

1 ca lie to tlie veils, w^hich \ras a little firozen, enter- 
ed it <ritk my friend carried him as ^ong as 1 could 
Wade» and wlieii 1 could not feel the bottom which was 
not fot more than eighteen feet, he clang round me^ 
and thus we got fafefy tp tlie other fhore. 

ivly father taught all his Tons to fwim. for AViich J 
have often had to thank him . fince hy ineuns of thr< 
art, wiiich is eaftl y learrit in childhood ,. I had on various 
ttccaiions prefervcd my life^ and was more bold in dan- 

The reader Will eafdyfjppofefwimm lug in thcmidft 
of December ^ and remaini ig afterwards eigh\ een hours 
ift the open, air was a f-^/ere hardihip. ^bout fevcn 
6'clock the hoar fogwasfacccedcd by froft and moon- 
light. The ciirrying of my friend kept me warm, it iS 
true; but I began to be tired whiie'ieiiiifered every 
fhing that frolt thep^itiof a diiloj?it(^d foot- which ( m 
vain endeavo'ired to refet. and the danget of death, 
froTh a thonfatidlta nds could inillift. 

We Were fomewhatmcire tranqufl^ however, having 
reaclv^tl the oppofite Ihore of the Neifs, iince nobody 
Would pnrfae tfs on the t-oad to Silefrl. I followed the 
courfe of the river for half an hdur ; and having once 
palled the firft villager that formed the Ihie of deferti- 
<m, with which Schell. was pcrfe^^ly acquainted, w^ ia 
a lucky Tuoment found a fifliej'man's boat mbored to the 
ihore : into this we leaped, crofted tlie river again, and 
foon gained the mountains. 

Here being come we fat durftlv^es down awhiW on the 
fhow ; hoperevived in our liearts, andwe held council 
conceminghow it was beil to aft. ! cut la ftick to affift 
Schel! in hopping forward as well as he co\ild, when I 
was tired of carrying him ; and thus wfc continued oyr 
routfe, the difhcukics of wlych werfe inere^fed by the 
ntoutitain fttows, . 
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-Tli'is pailed the night, during which, up to the mid- 
dle in liiow, we made bat little way. 1 here were no 
paths to be traced in the mountains ; and they were 
in many places impaflible. Day at length appeared. 
We thought ourlelves near the frontieis, which are 
twenty r.nglilli miles from Glatz, when we fuddenly, 
to our great terror, heard the clock ftrike. 

Overwhelmed as we were by hunger, cold, fati[ uc 
and pain, it was impoilible we fhould holdout tlirou. h 
the aay. After fome confideration, and another li; If 
lioijr's labour we came to a village at the foot of the 
mountain, on the fide of which, about three hundred 
paces from us, we perceived two fcparate houfes, v/hich 
mfpired us with a llratagcm that was faccefslul. 

We loll our hats in leaping the ramparts ; but Schell 
had preferved his fcarf and gorget, which would give 
hhn authority among the peafants. 

1 then cut my finger, rubbed the blood over my fac^, 
my fhirt, and my coat, and bound up my head, to give 
ine the appearance of a mandangeroufly wounded. 

In this condition I carried bchell to the end of the 
wood, not far from thefe houfes : here he tied my hands 
behind my back, but fo that I c^uld eafily dilcngagc 
diem in cafe of need ; and hobbled after me,- by aid of 
Ills ftaff, calling for help. 

Two old peafants appeared, ?»nd Schell commanded/ 
them to run to the village and tell a magirti-ate to come 
immediately with a cart. '* I have feized this knave,** 
added he, ^'^ who has killed my horfe, and in tlie ftnig- 
gle. put out my ancle ; however, I have wounded tind 
bound Imn ; fly quickly^ bring a cart,4eilhe fhouid die 
before he is hanged.*' 

As for me, I fu:fered myfelf to be led as if half dead ^ 
into the houfe. A pealant was difpatched to the village. 
An old woman and a pretty girl feemed to take grtat 
pity on me, and gave me fome bread and milk : but 
now great was o ir allonifhment, when the aged pea- 
(ant called Schell by his name, and told him he well 
kne'W we were defcrters, having the night before been 
at a neigM^o'iring, ale-houfe, where the oiHcer in pur- 
fmt of us cime, named and defcribed us, i»nd related 
the whole hiG:ory of our flight. The peafaut knew 
D 
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&hcll, becaufe hb fon fcrved in his company, and had 
often fpokcn of hbn . 

Pretence of mind and refolution, were all that was 
now l^t. I inftantl)Mran to the ftable, while Schell dc- 
tained the pea{ant in the chamber. He however was 
a worthy man, and dired:edhim the roads towards Bo- 
hemia, We were (lillbut about fome feven miles from 
Glatz, bavins loft ourfelves among the mountains, 
where we had wandered many miles. TIae daughter 
followed mc : 1 found three horfes in the ftable, but no 
bridles. I conjured her in the moft paflionate manner 
to affift mc. She was afFefted, feemed half willing to 
follow me, and gave me the two bridles. I led the 
horfes to ihe door, called Schell and helped him with 
his lame leg on horfeback. The old peafant then be- 
gan to weep and beg 1 would not take his horfes ; but 
he luckily wanted courage, and perhaps the will to 
impede us ; for, with a fmgle dung-fork in our then 
feeble condition, he might have ftopped us long enough 
to have called ih afliftance from the village. 

And now behold us on horfeback, without hats or 
faddles ; Schell, with his uniform fcarf and gorget, 
and I in my red body guard coat. Still were we in 
dano;cr of feeing all our hopes vanifh, for my horfe 
N¥ould not (lir from the ftable. However, at la'ft, good 
horfeman like, I made him move. Schell led the way, 
and we had fcarcely gone a hundred paces before we 
perceived the pcafants coming in crowds from the vil- 
lage. 

As kind fortune would have it, the people were all at 
church, it being a feftival : the peafants Schell had fent 
were obliged to call aid out of church. It was but 
nine in the morning ; and had the pcafants been at 
home, we had been loft without hope. 

We were obliged to take the road to Wunfliclburg, 
and pafs tlxroug^i the town where Schell had been quar- 
tered a month before, and every body knew him. Our 
drcfs> without hats or faddles, fufticisently proclaimed 
we were defer ters. Cur horfes however continued to 
go tolerably well, and we had. the .^od luck to get 
throuo;h ijie to wji /although there was a garrifon of onir 
hundred and eighty infantry, snd twelve horfe, mir* 
polely to arreit defer ters. i^chell knew tlic road t© 
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Bfatmau^ -wiiere we arrived at eleven o'clock, after 
having met, as I before mentioned, captain Zerbft. 

Thus, in freedom at Brannau, on the Bohemian fron- 
tiers, I fent the two horf* with the corporal's fword, 
bat:k to general FouquetatGlatz. The letter accom- 
panying them was fo pleafing to him, that all tbe fen- 
tkiels before my prifon do6r, as well 3M the guards un- 
der arms, and all thofe we palled, '^vere obliged to ruit 
the gauntlet, although the very day before, he had him^ 
felf declared my escape was how rendered impoflible. 

The eftates which had been purchafed by the blood 
of my forefathers, were confiscated ; and thus was a 
youth, ©rone of the nobleft families in the land, Whofe 
heart was all zeal for the fervice of his king and coun- 
try^ and who was among thofe mod capable to rendc*r 
them Fervicc, baniihed, by this unjuft and mifled king, 
and treated like the worft df mi&reaAts, makfaaox*s 
and traitors. 

I wrote to the king., and feht hitrf a true flate df my 
cafe ; fent indubitable proofs of my innocence, anii 
£ipplicated .jnftice, but received na aiafwer. 

Major Doo, who as I have faid, wsbs the creature of 
Toaquet, a mean and covetous man, knowing 1 had 
money, had always aiSeH tlie part of a protc<5lar, as hte 

Sretended to me, and continually told me I Was con* 
emnerl for BFe. He perpetually turned fhe converik- 
ticm on the great credit of his general ^*'hh the king, 
and his own grefit credit with the*^ general* Fdrthe 
prcfent of a horfe cm which I wtode to Glatz, lie gave 
mc the freedom of walking about the fbrtrcfs : and for 
another worth a hundred ducats, I rprcuedenflpn Reitz 
from death, flrho had been betrayed, when endeavour^ 
ingto effe(fl ouLrefcape. I have been afuired, that cli 
that very day on which I foatchcd his fword fVom his 
Rdc, defperat^lv.pafled through the garrifob and leap- 
ed the walls of the rampart, he wasexprefsly comets 
tell me, after fome prefatory threats, that by his gene- 
ral's iiitierce{fiou,mypunifhment was only fobe a year's 
iraprilbiiment,and thatconfequently I fliould be releaf- 
€d in a few dcys. 

And now was 1 hi Bohemia, a fugitive ftran|};cr, 
without money, protedor, or friend, ard only twenty 
years of age. 
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In the campaign of 1 744 I had been quartered at 
Braunau w ith a weaver, whom I advifed and aflifted 
to bury his eHe<5ls, andpreferve them from being plun- 
dered. The worthy man received us with joy andgf a- 
titude. 

I had but a fingle louis-d'or in my purfe, and Schell 
forty kreutzers, or fome three fhillings : with this 
fmall fam in a (Irange country, we had to cure his 
fprain, and provide tor all our wants. * 

I was determined not to go to my coufin Trenck at 
\' ienna. I wrote to my miltrefs at Berlin, but received 
no anfwcr^ polHbly becaufe I could not indicate any 
certain mode of conveyance. My mother believed me 
guilty, and abandoned me : my brothers were ftill mi- 
nors } and my friend at Schweldnitz could not aid me, 
being gone to Konigfberg. 

Ane^ three weeks abode at Braunau, my friend re- 
covered of his lamenefs. We had been obliged to fell 
my watch, with his fcarf and gorget, and had only four 
' florins remaining. 

Never till now had I felt any inconvenience from 
poverty ; my wants had been amply fupplied, and 1 
had ever lived -among, and been highly loved and ef- 
teemed by the firfl: people of the J and. I ^as now def- 
titute without aid, and undetennined how to feek em- 
ployment or obtain fame* . 

At length I determined to travel on foot to Pmflia, 
to try my mother,' arid' obtain money from her, and af- 
terward entfiar into the Ruffian fervice. Schell, whofc 
deftiny was linked to mine, would not forfake me. We 
aflumed faife names. I called myfelf Knert, and Schell 
Lefch ; then obtaining paffports like common deferters, 
we left Braunau on the 2Tft of January in the evening, 
unfeen of any perfon, and proceeded towards Biletz m 
Poland. A friend I had at Neurode gave me a pair of 
pocket pillols, a mufl^et, and three ducats. — The money 
was fpent at Braunau. Kere let me take occafion to 
remark, I had lent this friend in urgent ncc effity a hun- 
dred ducats, which he ftill owed me j and, wh^n I fent 
to requeft payment he returned me three, as if I Lc.d 
alkedchar'ty. ■ - • ,^- 

Though a circumftant'al deilrpt'on of orr irnrels 
would alone fill a volume, I ihall only relate the moli 
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ilfMkir aceidentfr -which happened to us. I ihall air> 
infert the joumai of oar toatc, which ray friend ScheJi 
hadpreferved and gave jnc in 1 776, when he came ro 
fee me at Akc-la-CUa{»eQe^ after an abience of thirty. 
y^ars. 

JOURNAL 

Of Travis ^Hfoot fmrn Braunau in Bohetniety through' 
Biiitz in Faiand, to I'\'kft^ntz : and from M^farltz by 
Th&rn, bj Eibing — In the whole j 6^ miit^^'^y p:rfi,nnfd 
wth^ut hogging or ftealing^ 

Jan. 1 8th 1747* From Braunanby Politzto Nachod, 
4^ai^ee miles, we having thr#c florins^ forty-tive kreut- 
zers in one purfe. 

Jan. 19. To Neoftadt. Here Schell bartered bis 
. imiforra for an old coat, and a J^v«r gave him two florins 
Mt-een kreutzers in exchange. From hence we went 
to Reichenaa ; in all three miles. 

Jan. 20. We went to Leutosnifchel, five milesj 
Here I bongkt a loaf hot out of the oven^ '^hich, eating 
greedily, had nearly caufed my death. This obliged 
113 to -reft a day; and the extravagant charge of tlie 
Iftndiord almoft emptied oar purfe. 

Jan. 22. From Tribau to Zwittwa, in Moravia, 
£o\xr miles. 

Jan. 2^. To Sternberg, fix miles. This day's jour- 
aey excefiively fatigued poor Schell : his ^^ranei Aft- 
clc being ftiH very weak. 

Jan. 24. To Leibnitz, four miles ; in a deep fnow, 
and with empty flomachsi Here I fold my ftock-buc- 
ide for four florins; 

Jan. 2 5. To Fryberg,by Weifkirch, to Dratochnfch 
•five miles. Early in the morning, we fomid a violin 
and cafe on tlie road. The in-kceper in Weilkirch 
gave us two florins for it, on condition, that he ^ould 

* Thi German ni'iU contains from four to five n En^^ 
'Jhjh miJiSy and thh variation af pears to depend on the la^ 
tr^rti/i'f of the people y and on the roads iK'ing i?i foTne ptaces 
h/t Ikth freq^^ented. It ferns prvh<ihley the baron anxi' 
hisffiet^i might have travelled about 800 Engi'tjhviiUii ^ 
D 2 ' • 
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r-fturn it to the owner, on proviag his right, it being 
worth at Icaft twepty. 

Jan. 2^y, To Freideck, i^^ipper Silefia, two miles. 

Jan. 27. To a village, four miles and a half. 

Jan. 2^. Through Schotfcha, to Bilitz, three milc^- 
This was thelaft AulMan town on the frontiers of Po- 
land ; and captain Capi, of the regiment of Marifchall, 
who comman4^d the garrifon, demanded our pafl- 
ports. We had falfe names , and called ourfelves com- 
mon Pruffian deferters ; bui a drummer who had de- 
fcrted from Glatz^ knew us, and betrayed us to the 
captain, who hnmediately arreiled us very rudely ;and 
f?nt us on foot to Tefchin, refuling us a hearing, four 
miles diflant. 

Here v/e found lieutenant colonel baron ^cliwarzer, 
a perfe<5lly worthy man, who was highly interefttd 
in our behalf, and who blamed tie irregular, arbitrary 
conduct of captain Capi. I frankly related my adven- 
tures ; and he ufcd every poffible argiwnent to perfuade 
me, inllead gfcontinning my journey through Poland, 
to go to \ ic^hiia J bat in vain. 

. Ireturne^d, therefore, a fecond time, to Bilitz, tra- 
vcllinjT thefe four miles, once more. Schwarxer lent 
us his ov-nhorfe, and four ducats, which I havefincc 
repaid, bjt which I fhall never foyget, as they- were 
of figral fervice tomey and procured mc a pair of new 
bojt^. 

Irritated againi? captain Capi, w-c prided through 
•Bilitz without ftopping, went immediately to Biala, 
the firil town in Poland, and from thence, fent Capi a 
challenge to fight me, with fw^td or piflol, but receiv- 
ed no anfwer. v • 

Feb. T. We proceeded four miles, from Biala to 

Cfwintzin, I havmg determined to afk aid from my fif- 

ler, who had married Valdow, and lived muihat her 

f afe, at a fine'eftate at Fammar, in Brandenburgh, 

I e^weeh T.andfberg^n ihe Warta and Meferitz, a fron- 

t*er toWn6f Poland. Tor thisreafon we contin'ied our 

fQute all along the Siieiian confines, to Mefcritz. 

, Veb,,^,^. To Fobrek and l^lkufch, five milrs. We 

f;(^eTed*.inrifh this day, bec£v.fe of the fnow, ard t'?at 

^ibe jightnefs of our drefs was ill failed to fuch fev^irc 

^ wK«j.ther» icheli^ negiigfntly loft our purfe^ in ^hxk 



BARON r. TRENCK. 4^ 

were nine florins. I ha^ ftill, however, nineteen grofch 
in my pocket (about haft* a crown) 

Yeb. 3. To Crumele-wif three miles ; and ^ 

Feb. 4. To W ladowiegud Joreck, three n-iles m ore ; 
and from thence, on 

Feb. 5. To Czenflochowa, where there is a mag- 
niticeut convent, concerning which, had I room, I 
might write many remarkable things, mucli to the dii- 
grace of its inhabitants. 

Wellept at an inn kept by a very worthy man, 
whcie name was Lazar. Ke had been a lieutenant in 
the Anftrian fer vice, "where he had falvered much, and 
was now become a poor innkeeper in Poland. We had 
not a penny in our purfe, and requetled a bit of brei\d. 
The generous man had compaflion onus, and defired us 
to (it down, and eat witli hhrfvlf. 1 then told him who 
we v/ere, and intruded hiin wirh the motives of our 
•journey. Scarcely had we Tapped, before' a carriage 
arrived with four people. 1 hey had their own horfes, 
a fcrvant, and a coachman. 

We h^d before met this carriage at Flkufch, and 
one of thcfe people had afked Schell where we were 
goiiig ? He had replied, to Czenftochowa ; we there- 
tore had not the leaft fufpicion of them, notwidifcand- 
ing the danger we ran. 

f hey lay at the inn, fainted us but with indifff-rence, 
not feeming to notice us, and fpoke little. We had not 
been long in bed before our hoft came to awaken as, 
and told us with ftirprife, thefe pretei;ded dierchanis 
were fent to arreft us from Fruffia j tl^at they had of- 
fered, firll:, fifty, aiterwards, a hundred ducats, if he 
would permit them to take us in his houfe, and carry 
ns into Silcfia ; that he had firmly reje<Pced the proptj- 
fel, though they had increafcd their promlCes ; end tfv\t 
at laft, tjiey had given him fix ducats to engage iliciKe. • 

We clearly faw thefe were an otRcerard under pfT^ 
cers ient by genercl Fouquct to recover us ■ ■ \\ ex^or> 
jeftured by What means they had difcovcixrd our roijfe, 
and imagined the information they bad received could . 
onlv cqme from one lieutenant Mollinie, of tl.e g^^arri^- 
foiiofFahclf hwert. who had come to \i fit Schell a s^ a. 
frrend, during; our (lay at Braunau. I^e had remaifcr.. 
cd With us two days, axjd had alked many o^uelticx^sv 
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xoacenibig tlte road we fbxmld take, aad hdrts ths 
only one who knew it. He ^a6 probably the; fyy of 
Foaquet^ and the c^hife of mkat happened afterward; 
iwhidi however ended in the defeat of our exKmies. 

The moment I heard of tais infamous treachery, i 
was for entering with my pi^Is primed into the ene- 
mies chamber; ^at was. prevented by Schell and La* 
Ear : the latter entreated me in the ftrongeft manner 
to remain at his houfe till I ibovdd receive a Ripply 
from ttty trjtfther, that I might; be enabled to coiitkiue 
my joimiey with more eafe and lefe dan^r : but W« 
iatreaj-ies were iofeffei^hial, I was determined to fee 
her, nncertain as I was of what efFed my letter had 
produced. Lazar affiired me, we flBoiild moft infalli- 
bly be attacked on the road. " So much the better," 
retorted I ; <* that will give me anopportonity of dit 
patchiffgiiiem', lending them to the other world, and 
fhooting them as I would highwaymca*' They de- 
parrtcd at'break of day, and took the road to Warlkw. 
We would have been gone Ukewife, but Lazar in 
fome fort fbrciMy detained ifs, and gave us the fix du- 
cats hehad received from the Prnffians, with whi«h wc 
boaght ns each a fhirt, another pair <5f pocket piftois^ 
and o^ier nrgertt ncccflaries ; then took an affectionate 
l^ave of the hoft, who dircifted' ns on ©nr way^ mM wt 
Certified oar gratitade for the great fervices d<me us. 

Feb. 6. FromCzenftochowato Dankow, two-miles. 
Hfcre we expeded an attack. La^zar had told us onir 
enemies had bjit one mtxiket. i dffo had a mnikct and* 
an excellent fdbfe, anAeach of ush was provided widi a- 
pair of piftols. 

Feb. 7. We toc^ the road to*P«rfcmechi : we had- 
not been an hour on the road before we faw a carriage. 
As we 4^ew near we knew it to be that of our enemies,- 
who pretended it was fet in the fnoW. .They were 
rjond it, and when they faw hs approach, began to call 
for help. This *we gaefled was an artifice to* entrap . 
ws. Schell was not ftrong ; they woald all have fallen 
npon me, and we fhould cafily haf\ns been-carried aS^ 
for they wanted to take us alive. 

We left the caufeway about thirty paces, anf^veringi 
^ We had not time to give them help ;'* at which they 
allraftta their carriage^ drew put their pHteis^ and x^ 
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" turning full fpeed after us, called, ^^ Stop, raJbals '.*' 
We began to run, but I fuddenly turning round, pre- 
sented my piece, and fliot tbe neareft dead on the q)ot. 
Schell fired his pillols ; our oppofcrs did the Tame, and 
Schell received a ball in the neck at this difcharge. It 
was now my turn. I took out my pillols ; one ©f tlic 
ailailants fled, and I, enraged, purfued him three hun- 
dred paces, overtook him, and as he was defending 
* himielf with liis fword, perceiving he bled and made 
' but a feeble rcfiilance,prefled upon him, and gave him 
aftroke that brought him down. 1 inftantly returned 
to Schell, whom 1 found in, the power of two others, 
that were dragging him towards the carriage ; but 
when they faw me«at their heels, they fled over the 
fields. The coachman perceiving which way the bat- 
tle went, leaped on his box and drove oifiall fp^ed, 

Schell though delivered, was Abounded wiih a hall 
in the neck,anvi by a cut in the riglit hand which had 
made him drop his fword, though he aflirnicd he had 
run one x)f his adverfaries through. 

1 took a filver watch from the man I had kilkd, and 
vras going to make free with liis pur fe, when i'chell 
caUca and iliowed mc a coach and fix coming down a 
hill. To ilay woi^dhave expofed .us tp have been im- 
prifbned as highwaymen; for the two fugitives who 
had.efcaped us, would certainly have borne witncfs a- 
gainft us. Safety only could he found in flight. I 
however feized the mufket and hat of him I hcid firft 
killed, and we then gained the copfe, and after that the 
fbrefl:; The road was round about, and it was night 
before we reached Parfemechi. 

Schell was befmeared with blood ; I had bound up 
his wound the bed I could ; but in PoUfli villages no 
(tirgeons are to be found, and he performed Ills journey 
with great difficulty. We met with two Saxon under 
otiicershere, who were recruiting for the regiment cf 
guards at Drefden. My fix feet height and perfon 
pleaCed tl'em^and they immediately made themfelves 
acquainted with me. I found them intelligent, ^vA cm- 
trufted them with our fecret, told them who we were, 
' related the battle we had that day Lad with our pujrfu- 
' crs, and I had not reafon to repent of my confidence m 
them- SclicU had his wounds drell ; and we Vemained 
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fcvcn days with thefc gaod Saxcms^ who faithfiilly kept 
us company. 

I learned mean time, that of the four men by whom 
' we had been aflaultcd, otie only and the coacmnan re- 
turned alive to Glatz. The name of the officer who 
undertook this vile bufineis was Gerfdorf ; he had. a 
hundred and fifty ducats in his pocket when found dead. 
How great would our fortune have been had not that 
curfed coach and fixby^its appearance made us take to 
flight, fince the booty would have been more juft ! For- 
tune this tune did not favom- the innocent ; and though 
traiteroufly attacked, I was obliged to cfcape like a 

fuilty wretch. We fold tlxe watch to a Jew for four 
ucats, the hat for tliree florins and a lialf, and the 
mufket for a ducat, Schell being unable to carry it far- 
ther.^ We left moft of this money behind us at Parfe- 
meciii, A Jew furgeon ibid us fomc dear plaifters, 
which we took with us and departed. 

Feb. 1 5. From Parfemechl through Vl^um to Biala, 
four miles. 

Feb. 16. Through Jerilchaw ta Micorfen, foiu- 
miles and a half. 

Feb. 17. To Ofierkow and Schwarzwald^ tkr^e 
miles. 

Feb. 18. To rdune, four miles. 

Feb. t^. To Goblin, two miles. 

Here-we arrived wholly ileftitute of money.— IfoS 
«ny coat to a if c w , who ora ve j»e four florins^and a coar lb 
waggoner's frock in exaiai^c, which I did not think I 
fiiould long need, as we now drew nearer to wiiere my 
fifter lived, and where I hoped 1 ihould be bettear , 
ccjttipped. Sdiell however -grew weaker and weaker ; 
his wounds healed flowly, and were cxpenfivc; the I 
cold alfb was iixjurious to him ; and as he wa& not by^fy 
nature cleicidy in his perfon, his body foon became tine ^ 
harbour of every fpecies of vermin to be picked up ifi 
Poland. We often arrived wet and weary to our 
finoaky reeking ftovc-room. Often were we obliged 
to lie OH draw or the bare boa^rds ; and the various 
hardihips we fuffered were ahnofl incredible. Wan- 
dering as we did in tiie midft of winter th^ougji Po- 
land, where humanity, hofpitality, and gentle pity, are 
fcarcely fo much as known by name ; v/here merlilcfs 
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Jew5 deny the poor traveller a bed ; and where wz 
difconfolattly ftrayed without bread and aim oft naked. 
Thefe were fiitfernigs, the full extent of wliich he on- 
If can conceive, by whom ;they have been iek. My 
muiket now and then procured us an occafional meal 
of tame geefe, and cocks and hens, when thefc were to 
beliad ; oUierwife we never took or touched any thing 
that was not oar 8 wn. We met with Saxon and rral- 
(ian recruiters at various places ; all of whom, on ac- 
count of my youth and ftatue, were eager to inveigle 
me. I was highly diverted to hear them enumerate: 
all the poffibilities of future grcatnefs, and how liable 
I was hereafter to become a corporal. Nor w:i.s ! left 
merry with their m«ad, ale^ andTjrandy, given with au 
intent to make me drunk. Thus had we many artifices 
to guard againfti but thus had we likewi(e,very luckily 
for us, many a good meaj gratis. 

, Feb. 2T. Wc went ft-om Goblin to Pugnitzi, diree 
dilesand a half. 

Feb. 22. Through Storchneft to Schmicgel, four 
miles. 

Here happened a (ingular adventure. The peafants 
at this place w«re dancmg to a vile fcrapcr on the vio- 
lin. I took the inftrument myfelf, and played while 
they continued their hilarity. They were much pleaf- 
edwit^ my playing ; but when I was tired, and defi- 
rous to have done, they obliged me, firft by Importuni- 
ties, and afterwards by threats, to play on all night, 
I was fo^tigued' I thought I ihould have fainted : at 
length *tliey quarrelled amon^ themfelves . Scheli was 
fleep'^g on a bench, and fome of them fell on his wound- 
ed hand. He rofe furious, I feized our arms, began to 
ky about me ; and while all was inconfulion, wc efcap- 

d w^ithout further ill treatment. 
Feb. 2 5, From Schmiegel to Rakonltz, and from 
thence to Karzer Holjand, four miles and a 1 lalf. Here 
we fold to prevent dying of hunger, a fhirt t^ndSch^H's 
waiftcoat fi)r eighteen grofch, omine fchof^ack. I fr.id 
ffiot a pullet the day before, which necellity obliged us 
to eat raw, lalfo killed a crow which 1 devoured aloiiCj 
Scheli refufing to tafte. 

Feb. 24. We came through Benzen to Lettel, four 
miles. Here we halted a day to learn the road to 
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Hammer in Brandenblirgh where my fifter lived. I 
happened lackily to meer with the wife of a Pruflfian 
foidier who lived at Lettel, and belonged to Kolfchen, 
where fhe was born a vaflal of my {ifter's hulband. I 
told her who I was, and flie became our guide. 

Feb. 26. To Kurfchen and Falkenwalde. 

Feb. 27. Through Neuendorf and Ooft, and after- 
wards through a pathlefs wood, five miles and a half to 
Hammer ; and here I knocked at my fifter's door at 
nine o'clock in the eveping. 

A maid fervant came to the door whom I knew ; her 
name was Mary, and fhe had been bocn and brought 
up in my father's houfe. She was terrified at feeing a 
fturdy fellow in a beggar's drefs •, which perceiving, I 
aJked INIoIly, do not you know me f She anfwered no ; 
and I then difcovered myfelf to her. I alked whether ' 
my brother-in-law was at home : Mary replied yes , but 
he was lick in bed. Tell my iifter then, faid I, that I 
am here. She Ihowed me into a room, and my fifter , 
prefently came. 

She was alanned at feeing me, not knowing that I 
had efcaped from Glatz, and ran to infonn her hulband, 
but did not return. 

A quarter of an hour after the good Mary came 
weeping, and told us her matter commanded us to quit 
the preraifcs inftahtly, or he fhould be obliged to have 
us arretted, and delivered up as prifoners. My fitter's 
liuft>and forcibly detained her, and I faw her no more. 

I furioufly left the houfe, uttering a thoufand me- 
naces againft,its inhabitants, >^iile the kind hearted 
Mary, uiU weeping, flipped three dacats into my hand, 
which I accepted. 

And now behold us once more in the woods, which 
was not above a hundred paces from the houfe, half 
dead with hunger and fatigue, not daring to enter any 
habitation whUe in the ttates of Brandenburgh , and 
dracrging our weary tteps all nigllt in fnow and rain, 
until o ir j^ude at length brought us baJk at day- 
break once again to the town of f ettel. 

She herfelfc wept in pity at our fate, and I could only 
give her two ducats for the danger Ihe had run ; but 
Ibade her hope more in future ; and I afterwards fcnt 
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for her to Vienna, in 1751, where I took great care of 

her. 

. Deceived in the aid I expetled, I was obliged to change 

my plan, and go to my mother, who lived in Pruffia, 

nine miles beyond Konigfberg. 

Feb. 28. We continued, tired, anxious and difiref- 
fcd at Lettel, 

March i . We went three miles to Pleefe, and on* 

March 2, A mile and a half farther to iMefcritz. 

March. 3. iTirough ivlerfebaiim to Birubaum, three 
miles. 

March 4, Through Zircke, Wruneck, Obeftchow 
to Studnltze, feven miles in one day, three of which we 
had the good fortune to ride. 

March S' Three miles to Rogofen, where we ar- 
rived without fo much as a heller to pay our lodging. 
The Jew inn-keeper drove us out of his houfe ; we 
were obliged to wander all nighty and at break of day, 
fband we had ilrayed two miles out of the road. 

We entered a peafant's cottage, where an old vro- 
Hian was drawing bread hot out of an oven. We had 
no money to offer, and 1 felt attliis moment the poiil- 
bility even of committing murder for a morfcl of 
bread, to fatisfy tRe intolerable cravir»<^s of huntrer. 
Shuddering with torment inexpreliiblc at the tliov;gbt, 
I haftened out of the door, and we walked on v>vo 
miles more to Wongiofze. 

Here I for a ducat fold my nrafket, which hnd r^ro- 
cared us many a m<'al ; iiich was die extremit}' ci our 
dillrels. We then fatiuted our appetites, after having 
been forty ho -ivs without fi^bd or lleep.and having tra- 
velled tenmile3 in /lect ami fuow, 

March 6. We reded, cw.id came on tie 7th through 
Genin to a village in tliefoi'eft, four nuks.- 
• Here we fell in with a gang of gv] i:es ''or rarher . 
. banditti) amounting to fciur hutsdrcd jren v,hQ drag- 
ged me to their camp, lliey werr: rioiUv French and 
FrnlTiim deferters, and tl inUingme their equal, wu>uld 
force me to become onedf tl eir baiidt }\\t venir. -ng 
to teil my ftory to their leader, he prefer. ted mt ^ ith 
9.. crown, gave nsa fmall provifion 01 bread ai>d n tut, 
aixd uv^crcd us to dep;^ rt in pcace^ after iiaving bcea 
four and iv/enry hems in their company. 
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March o^. We proceeded to Lapufchin, three mile* 
and a half ; and the lothto Thorn, four miles. 

There was a fair held at Thorn on the day of our ar- 
rival. Sufpicions miglit well arife among 'the croivd, 
on feeing a flrong, tall young man, wretchedly cloth- 
ed, with a large fabre by his fide, and a pair of piftols 
in his girdle, accompanied by another as poorly appa- 
relled as himfelf , with his hand and »cck bound up, 
and armed likewife with piftols, fo that altogether, he 
more refembled a fpeftre than a man. 

We went into an inn, but were refufed entertain- 
ineht : I then afked for the Jefiiits college, where I en- 
quired for the father rector. They fuppofed at firft 1 
was a thief come to feek an afylum. After long wait- 
ing and much entreaty, hi& Jefuiticalhiglmefs at length 
made his appearance, aad received me as the great 
Mogul would his flave. My cafe certainly was pitia- 
ble.: I related all the events of my life, and the pur- 
port of my journey ; conjured him to fave Schell, who 
was unable to proceed further, and wholie wounds grew 
dally worfe ; and prayed him to entertain him at the 
convent till I ihoula have been to my mother, have ob- 
tained money, and returned to 1 horn, when I would 
certainly repay him whatever esjperijce he might have^ 
been at, with thanks and gratitude. 

Scarcely would heliften to my humble requeft j thou- 
ed and interrupted me continually to tell me, " Be 
brief, I have more prefliiig affairs than thine." In 
iine, I was turned away without obtaining thelestft af- 
Mance. 

Mournftil and angry 1 left the college, and went to 
ray lodgmg houfe, where I found a Fruffian recruiting 
ofiicer waiting for me, who ufed all his art to engage 
me to enlill ; offering me five hundred dollars, and to 
make me a corporal if I could write. I pretended I 
was a Livonian, who had deferted from the Auftrians 
to return home, and claim an inheritance left me by my 
father. After much perfuafion he at length told me 
in confidence, it was very well known in the town that 
I was a robber ; that I fliould foon be taken before a 
ma2;ifti'atc, but that if I would enlift, he would hiiiire 
my^fefety. 
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J **This language was new to me ; my paflions rofe in- 

J ftantaneoufly ; 1 remembered my name was Trenck. 

I I ftruck him, and drew my fword ; but iultead of de- 

I fending himfelf he fprang out of the chamber, charging 

I tjie hoft not to let me quit tlie houfe. I knew the town 

of Thorn had agreed with the king of Pniifia, fccrctly 

to deliver up defer ters, and began to fear the con(e- 

quences. Looking through the window, I faw two 

JPniffian officers enter the houfe. Schell and 1 iiillanily 

flew to arms, and met the PrufTians at the tUamncr 

door. " Make way, J' cried I, prcfcntlng my pitlol-i. 

The Pruflian foldiers drew their fwords, but retiree^ 

with fear. Going out oflhehouie, I faw a Pruilian 

lieutenant in the llreet with the town guard. Thcfe I 

•overawed iikewile by the fame means, and no one durlt 

oppofe me, tiiough every one cried, *' Stop thief.** I 

came iafely however to the fefuits convent ; bat ]>oor 

Schell was taken and dragged to prifon like a malcfao- 

tor. 

Hft^mad at not bcjinff able to rcfcue him, I iMiagined 

he muft foon be delivered up to the Pruffiaas. My re- 

c^)tibn was much better at the convent than it liad been 

before , for they no longer doubted but that I w as n al» 

ly a thief who fouglit an €kfylum. I uddrefled myfelf t q 

, DBe of the 'lathers , who appeared to'be a good kind of 

« man, related briefly i^hat had happened , and-eixtr^ t* 

I ed he would eadeavouar to diicover why they fought x^ 

' deleft us. 

i- * He ^rcnt out, and returning m an ho«r after, told 

me : '^ Nobody knows you ; a confiderable the it was 
yellerday committed in tiie fair ; all fuCpiciaus perlons 
are (eiz.ed ; you entcretl the town accoutred like ban- 
ditti. The man where you pat up is employed «s a 
Frulfistn cniifter, and has announced you as fafpkiotis 
people. The Pruflian lieutenant thereupon laid com- 
plaint againd you, and it was thought necefi^ry to ife- 
cure your perfons. 
i My joy at hearing this was great. Our Moraviffn 

I pafl[port, and the journal of our route, v/hidh X liitd ia 

my pocket, were full proofs' of onr innocence. I re- 
queued tliey wotdd fend and en(^uirc at the town whcri* 
we lay the night before. I foon convinced the- Jcftiit ' 
J fpoke tratii : he went, and prefcntly returned with 
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one of the fyndicR, to whom I gave a more full accouftt 
of m yfclf. The fyndic exammed Schell, and folmd his 
{\ory and mine agreed ; befides which, our papers that 
they had feized, declared who we were. I pafled the 
night in the convent without clofmgmy eyes, rovolving 
in my mind all the rigours of my fate. I was flill 
moredifturbed for Schell, who knew not where I was, 
but remained firmly perfuadcd we fhould be condu^^ed 
to Berlin ; and if /o, determined to put a period to liis 
life. 

My doubts were all ended at ten in the morning, 
when my good Jefuit arrived,' and was followed by 
friend Schell. The judges he faid had found us inno- 
cent, and declared us free to go where we pleafed ; 
adding however, that he advifed us to be upon our 
guard, we being watched by the Pruflian enlifters ; 
that the lieutenant had hoped, by having us commit;Led 
as thieves, to oblige me to enter ; and that this would 
account for all that had happened. 

I gave Schell a moft affeduonate welcome, who bad 
been very ill ufed when led to prifon, bej:aufe he had 
endeavoured to defend himfelf with his left hand, and 
follow me. The people had throwmnnd at him, and 
caUed him a rafcal that would foon be hanged. Schell 
was little able to travel further. The fether re^ftoir 
^ent us a ducat, but did not fee us ; and tlie chief n?a- 
gillrate gave each of us a crown .by way of indemnifi- 
cation for falfe hnpr ifonment . Thus fent away , we re- 
turned to our lodging, took our bundles, and immedi- 
ately prepared to leave Thorn. 

As we -went, I reflefted, .diat on the road to Elbing, 
we muft pafs tlirough feveral Pruflian villages, and en- 
quired for a ftiop where we might purchafc a map. Wc 
were dire<3;ed to an old woman who fat at a door acrofs 
the way, and were told ilie had a good aflbrtment, for 
that her fon was a fcholar. I addrefled mylelf to her, 
and my queilion pleafed her, I liaving.addeH, we wer« 
unfortunate travellers^ who wiihed to find by tlic map, 
the t-oad to Ruffia. 

She fhowed us into a chamber, laid an atlas on the 

table, and placed herfelf oppofite me while I examined 

' the map, and endeavoured to hide a bit of a ragged 

ruffle that had made its appearance.' After ftedtalily 
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looking at me, ihe at length exclaimed withm fad and 
mourmul tone^ " Good God t -who knows wk&t is now 
become of my poor fon ! I can fee. Sir, yoa two arc of 
a ff>od family. My fon Would go and fcek his forttme, 
ai3 for thefe eight years have I had no tidiB|^of him; 
Hemuil now be in the Auftrian cavalry." I atod io. 
^bat regiment ? *^ The re^ment of Kohenlicni ; yo^ 
are his very piftiarc." " Is he not of my hci^t?'* 
*' Yes, nearly." '< Has he not light hair V* " Yei^ 
like yonrs. Sir." ^^ What is his name r " Hk name 
is William."—^' No, my dear motiier," crkd I, '< WU- 
liam is not dead ; he was my bei^ friend when I wai 
with my re^ment." Here the poor woman could not 
contain her joy. She threw herfelf round my neck, 
called me her good angel who brought her. hapny tid- 
ing, aikedme a thoufand €«uc{lions> which I ealily con- 
trived to make her anfwer hcrfeif ; and; thus torted 
by imperious neceflity, bereft of all otiier meaaw, did I 
aft the deceiver. 

The ftory I made was near-ly as follows : I toW her 
I was a ibldier ia the regiment oi Hohenliem, that X 
bad a furlough to go and fee^ my father, and that I 
0feoold return in a month ; would then take her letters,. 
and undertake that if ihe wtihed it, her fon fhould par- 
chaf^ hisdifcharge. and once more come and live with 

, Ms mother. I t^ded, that I fhould be for ever and in- 
finitdiy obliged to her if fhe would fofier my comradiT 
mean time to live at her houfe, he beting wounded by' 
the Pruflian recruiters, and imable to purine his jour- 
ney ; that I would fend him money to eome to me, or 
would myfelfcome backa«dfetchhim,thankfnliy nay-» 
ihg every expcnic. She joyfully conifented, told m« 
her iecond hufband, father-in-law to hf^ de^ir William, 
bad driven him from horne^ that he might -give what , 
ftibftance they had to the younger fbn j andFtJt4t t\Ug 

'elded had gone to Magdeburg. She dete^nihifed §^ • 

ihould live at the houfe of a friend, thatt l4e**|*Ui^lftiid ^ 
might know nothing of the matter ; and nioi: iaii^il 
with this kindnefs, fhe made me eat withheri-^ve ifl^ , 
a ntjw fhirt, (lockings, fiifficient provifions for^tee - -i 
days , and fix T .unenberg florins . I left Thorn , afed-my 
faithful i^khell tbcfame nipjit, witli theconfolatioii he • 
was wen taken care of j and having parted from hjitf: ^ . 
E 2 - 
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with regret, went on this the 13th, two miles fiatber, 
to Bur glow. 

•^ March 1 4. I went to Schwetz ; and, 
- March 15. To Neubnrg and Mowe. In thefe two 
days I travelled thirteen miles . I lay at Mowe in Tome 
ftraw among a numjier of carters, and when I awoke, 
perceived they had taken my piftols and what little 
moi^ey I had left, even to my laft penn^. The gentle- 
men however were all gone- 

Wlmt could I do ? The innkeeper, perhaps, was pri- 
vy to the theft. My reckoning amounted to eighteen 
Polifti grofch.. The furly landlord pretended to be- 
lieve I had no money when I entered liis houfe, and I 
was obliged to give him the only fpare fhii^ I had, 
with a mk handkerchief, which the good woman of 
Thorn had made me a prefcnt of, and to depart with* 
out a lingle heller. 

March 16. I fet off for Marienburg ; but it was im- 
poffible 10 reach this place, and not fall-into the hand* 
of tlie Prufllans, if 1 did not crofs the Viilula ; andam- 
fortunately I had no money to pay the ferry, wj^b 
would coft two Poliih fchelHngs. 

Full of anxiety, not knawing how to a£l, 1 faw'two^ * 
fifhejrmen in a boat, went to them, dl«w my fabre, and 
obliged them to land me on the other fide: when there 
I took the oars froiii the fa timid people, jumped out of 
the boat, jpaQicd it ^dlif the £&.ore, and left tt. to drive ^ 
• with the .,ftrMto. • . ^ 

. ■ Ifoimci^i^on and Pniffian recruiters- at;:Marienburgf 
Wit?a wWm, having no money, I eat, drank, lillened tot 
tf elr propofals, gave them hopes.for the morrow, wk\ 
departed by break of day . 

March 1 7. To Elbing four miles. 

Here I met with my former worthy tutor, Brodowflty^- 
who was. become a captain, and auditor in the Polifli 
regiment of Golzifcli- He met me juft as I entered the 
town, I followed triumphant to his quarters, and here, 
at length, ended the painful, long, and adventurous 
journey I had been obliged to perform. 

This good tind kind gentleman, after providing ic^ 
with immediate necellarics, wrote fo aiteftingly 16 my 
mother, tliat fhe came to Elbing in a^ week, and gs^vc- 
mc every aid of which I flood m need. . ' . /' 
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. The pleaiure I had In meeting once more this tender 
mother, whofe qualities of heart and mind were ecjually 
excellent, was inexprejGSble. She foimd a certain mode' 
of conveying a letter to my dear milirefs at Berlin, who 
a fliort time after, fent me a bill of exchange for four 
hundred ducats upon Dantzic. To this my mother ad- 
ded a thoufand rix dollars, and a diamond crofs, worth 
nearly half as much; remained a fortniglit witlj^ me, 
and per filled in fpite of all remonftrance, in adviling me 
to go to Vienna, My determination had been fixed for 
Feterfburg ; all my fears and apprehenfions being a- 
"j^akened at the thought of Vienna. She would not yuld. 
in opinion, and promifed her future afliftance only in 
cafe of my obedience : it was my duty not to continue 
obftinate. Here ihe left me, and I have never feen her 
iince. She died in 1751, andi have ever held her me- 
mory in veneration^ It was a happinefs for this aifcc- 
^onate mother, that Ihe did not live to be a witnefs of 
my affidions, in the year 1754. 

An Adventure, refembrmg that ofjofeph in Egypr, 
happened to me in Klbing; The wife of the worthy 
Brodowlky, a woman of infinite per fonal at^radion, 
grew partial tome ; but Idairft ttpt acl ungrutefully by 
my benefadlor. -Never tovfte fne more was too pain^ 
I fill to her, and fhe eve*i; pt^pofed to-foiiow me fecretr- 

f Jy to Vienna. 1 own vl had an afreiftion for this lady ; 

[ but tny pallions were overawed. She preferred me to 

^' her hufband, who was in years, and ordinary in perfon* 

* Had I yielded to tlie liighteft degree of guilt, that 

.of prei«nt enjoyment, a few days of pleafure muft have 

been followed by years of bitter repentance.^ ' :• * ^ 
[ : Having once more afiumcd my proper name and cha- 

ra<5leV, and made prefents of acknowledgment to the 
worthy tutor of my youths I returned to Thorn. 
, How^ great was my joy at again meeting my honed 

1 Scliell ! The kind old woman ha^ treated him like a 
mother. She was fiirprii?d, and half terrified, at fce- 

^' ing me enter in an officer's uniform, and accompanied 

I by twoiervants. I gratefully and rapturoufly kiiled 

j Ikcrhand, repaid, with thankfulnefs, every exf^iffe foj? 

f Schell had been nurtured with truly maternal kiudnefe, 

•toH "her who I was, acknowledged- the deceit I had 
i ;gut upon her concerning her fon, liut ftithhiUy promii^ 
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€i to give % true, aad not ficliciovts accoujil: of him im* 
j^ediately on my arrival at Vieana*; ScHell waareadj 
in three days, and we left Thorn, came to Warlaw, 
€ame thence through Crakow, to Vienna, 

Arrived at Vienna in the month of Aparil, I747w 

After having defrayed the expenfes of travelHnefor 
me and my friend Schell, I divided the three hundred 
ducats which remained with him, and having ftaid a 
month at Vienna, he went to join the regiment of Palla.- • 
vicini.in which he had obtained a firft lieutenant's com^ 
miflion, and which was tlien in Italy 

Here I found my coufin, baron Francis Trenck, tfe^ 
famous partizan and colonel of Pandouvs, imprifoned at 
the arfenal, and involved in a moft perplexing prolbca- 
tion, 

I was moved to the foul at his fufFerings, and^^as he 
vented public threats at prolpe^St of approaching vid:o» 
ry over his enemies, tjiey gained over tlie court con*^ 
feflbr ; and, dreading him as they did, put«vcry wiley . 
art in pradice to inSre his deftrudion. I, therefore, 
in the tulnefs of my heart, made him th^ brotherly pro* 
pofition of efcapiiig, and having obtafced his liberty, to 
prove iiis innocence to the emprefs queen. I told hka 
my plan, which midit eafily have been put in execu* 
tion, and which he leemed perfe<^ly decided to follow. 

Some days after, I was ordered to wait on field mar- 
fliall count Konigfcck, ^overnojs^f Vieima. This^ref- - 
pe8;able old gentlemaii beha vedpfo- me like a fath^and '' 
the friend of m^sipcmty ; idvifc^^iljgsfo abandon/my cou- . 
iin, whg^-he'gave me clearly to undertTatieLhad betray- - 
ed i6e,b*; having revealed tay propofcd plan ofefcaps, , 

*Wh^r. I came to Vienna I took all pofihle fmns to en^ -/ 
autre for thh IVf//iam, and found by the comm'tjfary iiftyfh^ 
ne had deferted hi 1 744, had been retaken, and aliuaiiy . ; 
hanged » For a bribe of a few ducats, J pfXictired a arti^ 
ficate of his having tf^ed a statural d^a^hp.which Ifintia,^ 
the good 'Vt>omant roith a letter of thanks and^mfoMthn.f^ 
Perhaps poor William^ who was -heir to twatity ihrmfar^ 
fiorins, unable to procure afur.ougk^ had deferted, 'a^/iiottr- 
executed as a malefactor. To how many r-sfieBsmj (on . 
^hitrary power, /la«dhj(g arm<?:S, and military Idka) d^ 
indents, Ifiethefe, ghe kirth i 
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Trilling to facriSce me to his ambition in order to juftlfy 
the purity oFhis intcnlions to the court, and IhoAV that, 
inftead of v/ifliing to elcape, he only deurcd jiiiHte. 

Confounded at the cowardly action of one for whom 
I would willingly have facrificed my life, and whom I 
only fought to deliver, I refolved to leave him to his 
fate, and tliought myfelf exceedingly happy that the 
worthy field -marfhal would, after a fatherly admoiii- 
' tion, finother all farther enquiry into this affair. 
* I related this black trait of ingratitude to prince 
Charles of Lorraine, who prevailed on me to go again 
to fee my coufin, without letting him know 1 knew 
what hadpafled, and dill to render him every fcrvicc 
in my power. 

Ecfore I proceed I will give the reader a portrait of 
this Trenck. 

ITe was a man of faperior talents and unbounded . 
ambition ; devoted, even fanatically, to bis fovereign ; 
his boldnefs approached temerity ; he was artful of 
mind . wicked of heart, vindii^ive and unfeeling. His 
cupidity equalled the utmoft excefs of avarice, even in * 
his thirty-third year, in which he died. He was too 
proud to receive favours or obligations from any man; 
i and was capable of ridding himielf of his bcfl friend^ 
i if he thought he had any claims on his gratitude, or 
• could get pofTeflion of his fortune. 

^ I le knew I had rendered him very important fervices, 
fuppoied his caufe already won, having bribed, the judg- 
es who were to revife the fentence, with thirty thou- 
(and florins, which money I received from his friend, 
baron Loprefti, and conveyed to thefe honcft counfel- 
lors. I knew all his fecrets ; and nothing more was 
neccifiary to prompt his fafpicious and bad heart to feek 
my deftruftion. 

Scarcely had a fortnight elapfed a^er having firfl 
*. betrayed me, before the following remarkable event 
I' hap]iened; 

[ 1 Jefthim one evening to return home, taking under 

^ iny coat a bag M>-ith papers and documents relating to 

I tlK profeaition, which I had been examining for him, 

and tranfcribing. There vrere at this time about five 

jtndt-sventy oliicers in Vienna, who had laid complaints 

, ag^iaft hiiB; and who confidered me »s their gtes^teii 
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enemy, becaufe I had laboured earneftly in lus defence. 
I was therefore obliged on all occafions to be upon my 
guard. A report had been propagated through Vien- 
na, that I was fecretly fcnt by the king of Pruffia to 
free my coufm from imprifonment : he however con- 
ftantly denied to die hour of his death, his ever having 
written to me at Berlin. — Hence alfo it will follow, 
the letter I received hai been forged by Jafchinflcy. 

Leaving the arfenal I croiTed the court and perceiv- 
ed I was cTofely followed by two men in roquelaures ; 
who prefling upon my heels, held loud and in&lent con- 
verfation concerning the runaway Pruffian Trcnck. 
I found they fought a quarrel, which was ^ thing of 
no great difficulty at that moment ; for a man is never 
more difpofed to duelling than when he has notliing to. 
lole, and is difcontented with his condition. I fop* 
pofed they were two of the accufing officers broken by 
Trenck, and endeavoured to avoid tlicaai, and gain th« 
Jew's place. 

Scarcely had Iturncd^own the ftre^t that leads tbi*-- 
thcr before-they quitkencd their pace. I turnedromid, 
and in a moment received a? thrufl with a fword in the 
left fide where J had p»t my bag of papers ; which in* 
cident alone laved my 1i£e : tbcfwprd pierced throa^h 
the pa{¥5rs an^ fli^tly grazed the fkm. I inftanfly 
drew and the heroes ran. I purfiied; one of tliem 
tripped and fell. I fetzed him ; the guard came up: 
he declared he was an officer of tiie re^raent of kel- 
lowrat, ihowed his uniform, was relealed, aiid I was 
taken to prifoi^, .; The tdwn major casobe the next day 
and told me I hadinteutionally fought a <iuarrcl with 
two office«B, lieutenants F— g and K-4i.' Tbefe kind 
gentlemen did not reveal their humane intention of 
lending me to the other world. 

I was alone ;^cot>ld produce no witnefs : they were 
two. I muft necefiarily be in the wFong, and I re- 
mained fix days in prifon. No fooner was I rekafed, 
than thefc ray good friends fent to demand fatisfaAiM 
for tlie faid pretended infult. The propofal waw ail 
ccpted, and I promiied to be at tlie Scotch gate, tlie 
place appointed by them, within an hour. Havmg 
heard their name$> I prefently knew them to be two fa- 
mous fwaggerers, who were daily exercifingthemf<>lvc* 
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in fencing at the arfeoal^ and where they often vifited 
Trenck. I went to ^y couiin to aflc hib affillance, re- 
lated what had happened, and as the confequencc of 
this dnel might be ferious, delired him to give me an 
hundred ducats, that i might be able to fly, if either of 
them fiiould fall. 

Hitherto I had expended my own money on his ac- 
count, and had alked no reimburfement ; but what was 
my ailonHhment, when, thi^ wicked man faid to me 
with a facer, ^* Since> good coufin, you have got inta 
a quarrel without confulting me, you will alfo get out 
of it without my aid 1" — As Ileft him, he called me 
back to tell me, " 1 will take care to pay your under- 
taker ;" for he certainly believed I lliould never re- 
turn alive. / 

I ran now half defpairing to baron Loprefli, who 
gave me fitty ducats and a pair of piftols ; provided 
with which, I cheerfully repaired to the field of battle. 

Here I found half a dozen officers of the garrifon. 

As I had few acquaintances at Vienna, I had no fecond 

except an old Spanifh invalid captain, named Pereyra, 

who met Jiie going in all hafte, and having learned whl- 

-ther, would not leave ifte.- • 

Lieutenant K — n was the firft with whom I fought, 
and who received fatisfad:i«n by a deep wound in the 
right arm. Hereivpon I defired the fpeclators to pre- 
vent farther mifchief ; for my own part, I had ^lo thing 
more to demand. 1/ieutenant F— g next entered the 
liife with threats, which were foon quieted by a lounge 
in the belly. 1 hereupon lieutenant M — ^f, fecond to the . 
firft wounded man, told me very angrily — "Fad I been 
your raan, you would have found a very diiferent re- 
ception." My old Spaniard of eighty, proudly and 
immediately advanced, with his longwhilkers ancl tot- 
tering frame, and cried — ** Hold ! Trenck has proved 
himfclf a brave fellow', and if any man thinks to aflault 
him further, lie mud firft take a breathii^g with me." 
E^ry body laughed at this bravado from a man -who- 
lcw«'t*ly could (land or hold a fword. I replied-^ — 
*'Trieiid. I am fafe, unhurt, and want not aid : ihould 
1 he diial ijd, you then if you think proper, may take- 
my place ; but as loii^ as I can hold a fword, I fhali 
taicc pleafure in fatisfying all thefe gentlemen one af- 
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trr another.** I would have refted myfelf a moment, 
but the haughty M — £, enraged at the defeat of hU 
friend, would not give me time, but furiouUy attacked 
me, and havino; wounded him twice, once in the ^and, 
and again in the eroin, he wanted to clofe and fmk me 
to the grave withhimfelf ; but I difamied and threw 
him. 

None of the others had any defire to renew the con- 
tell. My three enemies were fent bleeding to town ; 
and as M — ^f appeared to be mortally wounded, and 
the Jediits and v^apuchins of Vienna refufcdme anafy- 
ium, I fled to th^jf'conventat Keltenberg. 

I wrote from ^e convent to colonel baron Loprcfti, 
who came to me. I told him all that had palled, and 
by his good ofiices had liberty in a week to appear once 
more ac Vienna. 

Th^ l^lood of lieutenant F — ^g was in a corrupt ftate, 
and hii wound, though not itfelf dan^rous, made his 
life doubtful. He fent to entreat I would vifit him ; 
aiid when I went, having requefted I would pardon 
him, gave me to underftand 1 ought ^to beware of my 
coafm. I afterwards learned the traiterous Trenck 
had promifed lieutenant F — gsf company and a tliou- 
fanddncats, if he could find means to quarrel witii me, 
and rid the world of me. He was deeply in debt, and 
fought the aflillance of lieutenant K — n ; and had not 
the papervS luckily prefery^d, I had undoubtedly been 
c&fpatohed by his firfl lounge. , To clear themfelves of 
?tH€ iafamy of fuch an ad, thefe two worthy gentkemcu 
"pretended I had alfaulted them in the (Iroets. 

1 could no more refolve to fee my ungrateful and 
danp^crous kinfman, who wifiiod to have me ijmrdcred 
bcciiiifc 1 knew all i)isfecrets,and thought he fliouid be 
able to gdin his caufc without obligation to nie v>r my 
aiilttance. Notwithitanding all his great qualities, 
Itis marking charactcriilic certatiily was, iliat of facri- 
ficlng every thine; to his private views, and efpei^Utlly 
to his covctoufurJs, which was fo irreat. that even ^t 
this time of life, t\u>\M':h his fortune amounted to i :;«jh 
I'^on and a half, he did not fpend pf,r day^ more :ht.3i 
thirty kreutzer=t. 

No fooiier was itknoM^n tlvat I had forfik?!! f qjicjC, 
than general count Lov»'emvalde^ Ids -mor: ?i 3':r.-: -tuc* 
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my, anJ prefident of tlie ftvil council of war, by Wiiich 
he liad been condemned) de fired to fpeak to me, pro- 
mifed every fort of good fortune and prote<ftion, it I 
would difcover what means had fecretly been employ- 
ed in therevifion of the procefs ; and went fo far as to 
oifer me four thoufand fiorins if I would aid a prof 'ca- 
tion againft my coufin. The propof.il 1 rejected with 
difdain, and i*at'i ir determined to fcck my fortune in 
the oall-indif than continue in a country, where, 
under the b' ■' of queens the molt loyal of fubje<i:ts and 
finl oflbldi^rs mright be rendered miferable, by inter* 
eded, angry, and corrupt courtiers. jCcrtain it is, :.£ i 
now car prove, that Trenck, i ho ugh ihe bitrereii: uf 
my enemies, and whofe condudc towards me merited 
my whole refentment, was the bed foldier in ihc /luf- 
trian army, had been liberal of his blood and fortune 
in the imperial fervice, and would fo have continued, 
had not his wea.lth and his contempt for Weber and 
Lowenwalde, put him in the power of tliofe wretches, 
who were the avowed enemies of courage and patrio- 
tiim, and v/ho only can maintam their authority, and 
late their tliirit of gain by the bafe and wicked arts of 
courts. 

I was rcrolved for ever toforfake Vienna. The friend » 
ofTrenckall became dillrullful of him, becaufe of his 
ingratitude to me. Prince Cliarlcs iVill endeavoured 
toperfjade me to a reconcillaiion^ and grivc me a letter 
of recommendation to general Brown, who then coni- 
manded"^the Imperial army in Italy. But more dcfrous 
of going to India, 1 left Vienna in Auu,uft, 174S', and 
Went for Holland. 

At Nujrcmberg I met with a body of RufHan^, com- 
manded by general Licawcn, iny mother's rclut'o-i, 
'^vhov/ere marchi.ig to the Netherlands, and were t\,s 
p^3tc-7u ,/xrs of Kui'ope. ?/.-iijor i ufchkov/, v.hom I 
^d known when a Huliian refideut at Vienna, prcvail- 
cdoa me to vitit him, and prefented mc to the general. 
Ipleafffdbim, and may fay with truth, he behaved to 
pit Ilk J n 'Vt:nd and;i father. He advifcd me to enter 
^■' :nu fervice, and gave me a company of 

^' I'.e regiment of TohoirKi. on condition I 

-■:; him, hat empl-.;/ myfelf in his cabinet ; 
, ice and eilceva for me v/ere unbounded^ 
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Peace followed ; the army returned to Moravia -v^rith- 
' out firing a mufket, and the head (quarters were fixed at 
Profnitz. 

In this town a public entertainment was given by 
.general Lieuwen, on the coronation day of the emprefs 
iiwlizabeth. 

The army phyfician on this day kept a faro bank for 
the entertainment of the guefts. My ftock of money- 
confided of two and twenty ducats. Thirft of gain, 
or perhaps example, induced me to venture two of 
thefe, which I immediately loft, and very foon by ven- 
turing again to regain th^m, the whole two and twen- 
ty. Chagrined at my folly I returned home : I had 
nothing but a pair of piftols left, for which, becaufe of 
their workmanfhip, general Woyekow had offered me 
twenty ducats. Thefe 1 took, intending by their aid, 
to attempt to retrieve my lofs. Firing of gunS and 
piftols was heard throughout the town, becaufe of the 
feftival, and I in imitation of the reft, went to the win- 
dow and fired mine. After afewdifcharges one ofniy 
piftols burft, and endangered my own hand and wound- 
ed my fervant. I felt a momentary defpondency, 
ftron ever Uian I ever remembered to have experienc^ * 
; before ; infomuch, that I was half induced with the re- 
maining piftol to Ihoot myfelf through the head. I 
however recovered my fpirits, aiked my fervant what 
money he had, and received from him three ducac|. 
With thefe I repaired like a defperate gamefter onte' 
more to the faro table at the general's, again begai^to 
play, and fo extraordinary was my ran of luck, I Won 
at every venture. * Having recovered my principal, I 
plciyc^d ou my winnings, till at laft I had abfbhitcly 
broke the doctor's bank ; a new bank was fet up, ani 
' I v/onthe grcateft part of this likcwife,.fo that I brought 
home about lix hundred ducats. 

Rejoiced at my good fortune, bnt recdllc«5ting my^ 
danger, Iliad the pnidcnceto make a folemn.refoluti- 
on, never more to pl-iy at any game of chance, t;o 
which I have ever ftridly adhere'd. <• * • 

It were CO be wiflied young men would re^^-upt^ 
the e< lefts of gaming, remembering that tK^'lov<>" of 
play has made the moft prnmirmgand virtuous mi^rfe- 
ble ; the honeft, knaves i and the fiucerc deceivofs and 
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liars. Officers, having firft loft all their own money, 
being intrufted with the foldiers' pay, have next loll 
« thatalfo; and thus been caftiiered and eternally dif- 
graced. I might atProfnitz have been equally rafh 
i and culpable. , The firft venture, whether the gameftcr 
» wins or lofes, enfures a fecond \ and with that too of- 
l*^ ten deftrii£tion. My good/fortune was aim oft miracu- 
lous, and my fubfequenf refolution very uncommon ; 
and I entreat and conjure my children, when I fliall no 
longer be living to advife and watch for tlieir welfare, 
moft deternunedly to avoid play. I feemed prcfcrved . 
by Providence from this, evil but -to. endure much 
greater. 

General Lieuwen my kind patron^ fent me from 
Krakow to condud a hundred and forty fick men down 
\ tHe Viftula to Dantzic, where tliere were Ruilian vef- 
fcls to receive and tranfp or t tliem to BJga. 

I reqaefted permiflioh of the general to proceed for- 
ward and vifit my mother and mler, whom I was very 
defirous to fee : at Klbing therefore I refigned tiie com- 
• maad .to lieutenant- Platen, and attended by a fervant, 
.' • rode to ths biOiopric of Jilmerland> wiicre I had ap-, 
pointed an int^^rview with them in a frontier villaga,-- 
Thc Pruffians fome days before had carried olf a j>ca- 
fant*s fon from this village as a recruit. The people 
wcreall in compiotion. 1 wore fpatterdafhcs, and iii« 
bl^e horfe. uniform of Ru (Ha. — Ihey took me for a 
Pniflian at the door, and fell upon me with every Uind 
of weapon. A cliafleur v/ho happened to be there, 
ani the landlord , came to vny adiitance, v/hlle I bat- 
tJbg witlj the pcafants, had ihVowntwo of them down. 
I Was delivered, but not till I had jx^ccived amo::j0!; b- 
tbers two violent bri;ifcs, one on the left arm, an^-l ano- 
ther which broke the bridge of my nofe. The land- • 
lord advifed me to cfcape as faft as podible, or that the- 
village would rife and certainly murder me : -hi v 'fcr- \ 
vant therefore^ who had retired for defence with ap^ii'^ 
of piftoU into the bake-houfo, got rcjidy the hor£^4|^ 
ana we rode oflP. •- 

■ I lad my btuifes dredcd at the next vilkgc.j mvr,^-. 
hand and eyes were extremely fwclled> bi^<I Jvv;aSi*;o5^^^^^ 
obliged to Kidc two miles farther to the town 4^ffe^i^U> •* ; 
biefbre J^oald find an able furgeon, and kei^ r|?i§fiti^v 
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^?.r recovered in a week; that I was able to return to 
Lantzic. My brother viiited me while at Rellel ; but 
my good motlier had the misfortune as flie was com- 
ing to me, to be thrown out of her carriage, by which 
her arm was broken, fo that fhe and my fifter were 
obliged to return, and I never faw her more. 

Ar Danizic 1 became acquainted with a Pruflian of- 
ficer whofe name I (hall conceal, out of refpciSt to his 
very worthy family : he vifited me daily, and we often 
rode out together in the neighbourhood. 

My faithful fervant became acquainted with liTs, and 
my aftonifhment was indeed ^reat, when he one day 
faidtomewith anxiety, ^' Ecwi re^ Sir, of afnare laid 
for you by lieutenant N-.- ■ •> ; hf.*jncans to entice yoii_, 
ont of tcwn^ and deiiAcr you up to ^he Pruflisns.*' f 
aJl-:cd h!m where he learrcd this ; ^« ^rem the lieute- 
nant's fervant," anfwered he, ** whQi<; my friend, and 
wifhes tofave m.e from misfortune." 

I now with the aid of a couple of ducats difcovered 
the whole affair ; and learneiit waV?Cgrecd between 
the Fruffian refident Rfeimer, and the lieutenant, that 
the latter ihould entice me into the fuburb of Langfnhr, 
where there was an inn on the Pruffran territories: 
here eight recruiting imder-ofiicers were to wait con- 
cealed, and feize me the moment 1 entered the houfe, 
hurry me Into a carriage, and drive away for lauen- 
berg in Pomcir'^nia. Two under-officers were to cfcqrt 
me 0^1 liorfeback as far as the frontiers, and ihe remain* 
der to hold, and prevent me frjom calling Tor help, fa 
long -as we ihould remain on the territories of J^an^zic. 
I further learned, my enexnies were only to be arnr- 
ed withfabres, and that they were to wait behind the 
door. The fvo officers on horfc^ ck were to fecure 
my fervant, and prevent him from riding otFand raifino- , 
an alarm. 

Lieutenant N-. came about noon to cine with- 

me as ufual ; was more pen live and ferious than I had 
ever obferved him before, and left me at four in the af- 
ternoon, after having made me promifc to ride earlv 
next day with him as far as Langfuhr. I obferved iriy 
eonfent gave him great pleafure, and my heart then 
pronounced fentence on the traitor. The moment bo ' 
had left me^ I went to the Rul!ian vcfidciit M, Sqh'^i^^ 
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an honeft S-iVifs, related the whole conlpiracj^ and 9.(1:- 
ed if I might not take fix of the men under my com- 
mand for my own per fonal defence. 1 told hhn ir.y 
plan^ which he at iirll oppofed ; but feeing me obfli- 
nate, he anfwered at lall, <^ Do as you ple-aic ; I miift 
know nothing of the matter, nor will 1 make in\ f^lf re- 
Iponlible/' 

I innncdiately joined my foldicrs, feled:cd f.x men, 
aad took them while it was darkoppofite the IVallian 
inn, hid them in the corn with an order to ran to my 
help v^ith their tirelocks loaded, the firft difcharge they 
Ihould hear, to feize all who fhoald fall into their 
power, and only to hre in cafe of reiiilance. I provid- 
ed them with fire-arms, by concealing them in the car- 
riage which brought them to their hiding-place. 

v'iihftanding all thele precautions, 1 iiiil thoufvht' 



vf;-!^ 



it necefTary, to prevent furprlfe, by informing m) 
what were the proceedings of my enemies, left my in- 
telligence fhould have been falfe ; and I learned from 
my fpies, that at four in the morning thc'Frullian refi- 
dent Reimer, had left the city with poft horfcs. 

1 loaded mine and my fervaiit's horfe and pocket 
piftols, prepared my Turkifh. fabre, and in gratiiude to 
the lieutenant's man, promifed to take hian into niy 
fervice, bemg convinced of his honciiy. 

The lieutenant cheerfully entered about* fi.x in the 
morning, expatiated on the fi^ene^* offtlic weather, 
and jocofely told me I fhould be very kindly recei\e<t 
by the handfome landlady of Langfuhv, i 

I was foon ready : we mounted, and left the towir 
attended by our fcrvants. Some three hundred pacc» 
from the inn my worthy friend propofcd that we fliould 
alicrht, and let our fervants lead' the horfes, th?it wo 
might en ] o y the b eaut y of the mor nin g . Icon fen te d ' ; 
and having difmountecl, obfervedhis eyes fparklc with , 
ipleailire. » 

The refident Reimer was at the window of tlie Inny 
and called out an foon as hefaw me, *' Good morrow, 
captain, good morrow •, come, come in, your breakfrti% 
is i^raiting.*' I fncering fniUed, and told hiin I had : 
not thneatpreient. ^q faying I continued mY wal]; ;'. 
bat my ccmpanioh v\'ould force mc to enter* took m« 
by the arm i;iid partly llr agreed with me-j cia which^:. 
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lofrng all patience, I gave him a blow -which almoft 
'inocked him down, and ran to my horfes as if I meanV 



lofmo; 

ki 

to fly. 

The Pruflians inftantly rufhed from belund the door 
With clamour, to attack me. I fired at the firft ; my- 
Ruffians fprang from their hiding-place, prefented 
their pieces, and called Stidy, jffiv^yebionuafttiiK--,:,^ 

The terror of the poor Pruflians may well be fuppo- 
fed. All began tp run. I had taken care to make lure 
of my lieutenant, and was next running to feize the re- 
fidcnt, but he had efcaped out of the back door, with, 
the lofs only of his white periwig. The Ruflians haid. 
taken four prifohers, and I commanded them to beftow 
fifty ilrokes upon each of them, in the open ftreet. An 
enfign, named Cafleburg, having told'me his name, ani 
that he had been my brother's fchool -fellow, begged re- 
miflion, and excufed himfelf, on the neceflity which he 
was under to obey his fuperiors. I admitted his excu{^ 
es, and fufFered him to eo. I then drew my {word,and 
pade the lieutenant defend himfelf ; but he wasfocon- 
" fifed, that after drawing his fword^he aflced my par- 
don, laid the whole blame upon the refident, and had 
not the power to put himfelf upon his guard. I twice 
jerked his fword eut of his hand, a-nd'at laft^, taking the 
corporal's cane, I exliaufted my ftrength with beating 
him, without his olFering the lead refiSajice. I left him 

kneelhig, faying to him ^' Go, rafcal 1 now, asd tell 

yonr comrades, the manner m which Trenck punlflics 
. robbers on the high Wsty.-' * ^ "" 

The people had aflembled round US', during the aiSli* 
on, to whom I related tlie affair ; and, the attack ha- 
ving happened on the tei*ritories of Dantzic, the Prui^ 
fians were in danger of beiil^floned by the populate. I 
and ray Ruifians marched off viftorious, proceeded to 
the harbour, embarked, and three or four days after 
j^fafi for Riga. ^ 

. , i had eaten heartily before I went on board ; a flcrrm 
came txa/k I worked half tlie night tot aid the crew, but 
atlcngth became fea-{ick,and went to lie down. Scarce- 
ly bad 1 clofed my eyes before the mafter came with the 
joyM tidings as he' thought, thatwc were rtmning|br 
the port of Pillau. Far from pleafing, tliis tio iiie was 
dreadful intelligence . -I ran on deck; fa w the hswjtbojJr 
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\ Rglxt Feforc me, and a pilot oomihg ofF. The fca maft 
now either be kept in a ftorm, or 1 fall into the hands 
of the Prufllans ; for i was known to the whole garri- 
(pjt of Pillau. 

i I defired the captain to tack about and keep, the fea, . 

\' bttthe would not liften.to me. Perceiving this, I flew 

' to my cabbin, (hatched my piftols, returned, feized the 
klm, and threatened the captain with inftant death if. 

» he did not obey. My Ruffians began to murmur ; they . 
were averfe to -encountering the dangers of the ftorm, 
but luckily, they were (IHl more- avene to meet my an- - 
ger, overawed, as they Were, by my piftolsyand my two ^ 
fcrvants, who.ftood by me faithfully. 

Half an hour after the ftonn be§an to fiibfide, and we ' 
fortunately arrived the next day lu the harbour of Ri- 

- ga. The captain, however, could not be appeafed, but : 

- acculed me before the old and honorable marfhallLacy 
then governor of Riga. I was obliged to appear, and 
rtplied to the charge by relating the truth. The go- 
vernor anfwered, m v obftinacy mi^htiiave occafioned 

i the lofs of a hundred and fix ty pcrfonff. I, fmiling, re- 
torted, " I }iavebrought them all.fafe to port, pleafe 

i jour excellency ; and for my part, my fate woula have 

I been miich more merciful^ by falling into the hands of 

f my God, than into the hands of my enemies. My dan- 
gcr was fo great, that 1 forgot the dangei* of others ; 

I Defines, fir, I knew my comrades were foldiers, and ^ 
feared death as little a^ I do." JVIy anfwer pleafed the ' 
^ey-headed general, and he gave me a recom&ieiidli- 
tion to the chancellor Beftuchef, at Mofcow. 

I had not been long: at Moliow before I met count- 
Hamilton, my former friend during my a1>ode at Vien^ 
Ra^ He was captain of cavalry, in the regiment of ge- 
neral Bcmes, who had been fent as Imperial aipbaUa>- 
dortoRuffia. ^ 

Bemcs had been ambaflador at Berlin, in 1 74^, where 
fee had, known rae, during the height of my favour 
at the court of Frederic. Hamilton prefented me to him, 
«id I had the good fortune fo far to gaiii his frieadihrp^ 

-, that, after a few vifits, he endeavoured to detach me 
from the Ruffian fervice, offering me the ftron^eft re- 
commendations to Vienna, and a company \n liis ow» 

I regiment. My coufm's misfortunes, however, htd left 
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too deep an impreflion upon my memory, for me to fol- 
low his advice. The Inaies would then have been pre- 
. fered by ifieto Auftria. | 

Bernes invited me to dine with him, in company with 
liis bofom friend, lord Hyndtord, the Knelifii ambafla- 
dor. How great was the pleafure 1 that day received ! 
This eminent ftatefman had known me at Berlin, and 
was prefent when Frederic had honoured me «vith fay- 
ing, C'ft HH matador de ma ji^uncU^e. Ke was "WcIl read 
in ifien, conceived a good opinion of my abilities^and be- 
came a friend and father to me. He feated me by his fide 
at table, and aiked me, " Why can^^xujJtefj^ renck ? " 
** Infearch of bread and honor, my lord, aufwered-I, 
*' having unmeritedly loft them both in my country." 
He farther inquired the ftate of jny finances ; I told him 
my whole (lore might be fome thirty ducats* 

^' 7'ake my couniel," faid he : " you have the necef- 
fary (jualifications tofucceed in RuUla; but the people 
here'defpifej)overty, judge from the exterior.only.and 
do not include fervices or talents in the eftimate I yon 
muft have the appearance of being wealthy. I and 
Bernes will introduce you into the beft families and will 
flipply you with the neceflary means of fupport. Splen- 
did liveries, led horfes, diamond rings, deep play, a bold 
front, undaunted freedom with ftate fmen, and gallant- 
ry among the ladies, are the means by which foreign- 
ers muft make their way in this country, x^vail your- 
felf of thein, and leave the reft to us.'* This leflbn laft- 
cd fome time. Bernes entered in the intet^im, and they 
determined mutually, to contribute towards my promo- 
tion, 

I was now introduced into all companies, not as a. 
foreigner who came tointreat employtncnt, but as the 
heir of theh^ufe of Trenck» and its rich pWigarlan pof- 
fciftons, and as the former favourite of the Prulliaa mo- 
narch. 

Scarcely had I been fix weeks in this city, whsn di- 
niner, one public day, with lord Fyndford, Irsas icatcd' 
befide a charming young lady,, of one of the bs-'H. fimi- 
lies in ^ndia, who had been promifed in marri-i '^;i; cho* 
only feventecn," to an old invalH nvini.ler. ) cr rye-? 
iTjontold rac (he tlioright me preffrablo to h?r br ;'»5 ik d:* 
bridegroom. Iunderi(:oodthein^lamcnttdL;jr \vuV 1 vxK^-: ^, 
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and was iurprifcd to hear her exclaim, '* O heavens ! 
that it were poflible you could deliver me from my iiiif- 
fortune ! I'livould engage to do whate\ir you diicct. 

The imprefiion futh an appeal muft make on a n an of 
four and twenty, of a temperament likeminC; may ea- 
fily be Hippofed. The lady wayravill *mgl> beautiful; 

' l.er foul was candour itfelf, and her rgrk ilsat of a prin- 
eeis ; but %he court's commands had already been given 

^-nftfavourofthe marriage ; and flight, with alHis infe- 
parable dangers was the only expedient, A public ta- 
ble was no place for long explanations. Cur hearts 
were already one. 1 requelled an interview, ard tlie 
next day was appointed, the place, the Trotzer garden, 
where I paffed three rapturous hours in her company ; 
thanks to her woman who was a Georgia!!. To efcape, 
hqwever, from Mofcow was Impoilible, 1 l:e dlilancc 

L thence to any foreign country, was too great. 7bs 
court was not to remove to Petersburg till the next 
fpfing,..a«d her marriage was fixed for the iirft of Au- 
guft. The misfortune was not to be remedied, and no- 
ting was left us but patience perforce. We could only 
refoRe to fly from Peter fburg, wheat here, the foonell; 
poilible, and take refuge in fome corner of the earth, 
where we might remain unknown of all. The marri^ 
age, therefore) was celebrated with pomp, though I, 
in defpite of fonus, was the true hufbaiui of the prin- 
eels. Such was the ftate of tlie hufbaud Uiipofcd upoa. 
her, that to defcribe it, and not give difguli, were im- 
pofTible. ' • . s - 

The princeis gave me her jewils, and fevcral tliou- 
fand i-ubles, which flie had received as a nupi-ial prefciir, 
that I might purchafe every thing neceflary for flight :. 
my evil de (tiny, however, had otherwifc detcnriincd. 
1 was playing at ombre with her one night, at the honfe 
of the coiviittfs of Beftuchef. wheu.ilie complained cf a- 
violent head-acli, appointed me to meet her on the mor- 
row, in the Trotze? gardens, clafpedmy hand with in- 
exprefiible dmotion;, and departed.* Alas I I never be- 
held her mm*e, till ftretched upon her bier 1 
^ She pVew delirious that very night, and fo continued 
HII her death, which happened on the lixth day, wheiv 
the fmall pox began to appear. Amidft her diftracbion, 
Si5had dlicQvered our love, and inccfiantly called uppa. 
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me to deliver her from her tyrant. Thus, in the flow- 
er of her age, perifhed one of the moft lovely w-omen I 
ever knew, and with her fled all I held moft dear. 

All my plans were now to be new arranged. — Lord 
Hyndford, alone, was in the fecret, for I hid no fecrets 
from him. lie ftrengthened me in my firft refolution, 4 
and owned, that he himfelf, for fuch a miftrefs, might, ' 
perhaps, have been weak enough to have adied as I nad 
done. Almoft as much moved as myfelf, he fympathif- 
ed with me like a friend, and his advice deterred me 
from ending my raiferies, and defending with her, 
whom I had loved, and loft, to th^ grave. This was 
the fevereft trial I had ever ^elt. Our afFe<EJ:ion was un- 
bounded, and fuch only as ribble hearts can feel. She 
being gone the whole world Vecame a defart. There' 
is not a man on earth, whofe life affoi-ds more various 
turns of fate than mine. Swiftly r^ifed to the high- 
eft pinnacle of hope, as fuddenly was I caft headlong 
down ; and fo remarkable were thefc revolutions, that 
he, who has read my hiftory, will at laft find it diffi- 
cult to fay, whether he envies or pities me moft : and 
yet thefe were, in reality, but preparatory to the evils 
that hovered over my d^oted head. Had not the re- 
membrance of paft joys foothed and fupported me, un- 
der my fulFerings, I certainly fhould nothave endured 
the ten years rorture of the Magdeburg dungeon, with 
a feikwJe thatud^rt have been worthy even afSo^. 
crates. 

Enough i>f this. My blood again courfes fwifter throV 
my veins as I write I Reft, gentle maiden, noble and 
lovely as thou wertl For thee ought heaven to have 
united a form fo fair, animated as it was, by a foul ib- 
pure, to ever blooming youth and immortality. 

Her gifts to me amomited, in valtie^ te about feveh 
thoufand ducats. Lord Hyndford and tount Bemea, 
both adjudged them legally mine, and well am I affiired 
her heart had bequeathed me much more. 

To this event fucceedad another, by which my for- 
tune was greatly influenced. The coi>ntefs of J$efhichef 
was then the moft amiable and witty woman at c5urt. 
Her huftjand, cunning, felfifli, but fliillow, had the 
name ofmmiftcr, whue ihe, in reality, governed with 
a genius at once dating and comprehenfivie, Tlic too ^ 
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pliant Elizabeth, carelefsly left the m©ft important 
things to the direction of others. Thus, the countefe 
was the firft perfon of the empire, and on whom the 
attention of all the foreign minifters were iixed. 

Haughty and majeftic m demeanor, flie was fimpa* 
fed to be the only woman at court who continued faith- 
ful to her huiband ; which fuppoi^tion, probably ori- 
^nated in her art and education, ihe being a German 
bora ; for I afterward found her virtue was only pride, 
and a knowledge of tlie national character. The- Ruf- 
fian lover rules defpotic over his miftrcfs ; requires mo- 
ney, fubmiffion/and, ihould he meet oppofition, threat- 
ens her with blows and the difcovery of her fecrct. 

During Elizabeth'^ reign, foreigners could neither 
appear at Court, nor in the beft company, without the 
introduction of Beftuchef. I, and Sievers, gentlemen of 
the chamber, werc,at that time, the only Germans who 
had fi^ee egrefs and re^efe in all boiifes of fiailiion ; my 
faffing protefbed by the Englifh «nd Auftrlan ambafla-i' 
dors, gave me very peculiar advantages, and made my 
company every where courted. 

Bcftuehef had been refident, "during the late reign, at 
Hamburg, in which inferior ftation he married the coun- 
tefsj^that time, though young and handfome, only the 
widow of the merchant iJoejttgerC Under Elizabeth, 
Beftuchef rofe to the fummit of rank and power, and 
the widow Boettger became the firft lady in the em- 
pire. — When 1 knew her, flie was eight a.nd thirty,con- 
fequcntly, no beauty, though a woman -highly endowed 
in mind and jnanners, of keendifcernment, diftiking 
the Rufliaai, protefting the Pruffians, and at whofe a- 
▼erfuKi all trembled. ^ 

Her carriage towards theRuflians was, what it muft 
be lu her fituation, lofty, cautious, and irt)nical rather 
^n kind. To me fhe ftiowed the utmoft efleem on 
^lloccafions, welcomed me to her table, aijdofteij ad- 
mitted mc to driak coffee, in company wit^ierfelf a- 
lone^ aiiC* voKjucI Oettinger, The coTmteis.never AU- 
«<1 giving mc to nnderftand, fhe had perceived my love 

for the frlitceCs N ; and, though I confl^i|t3y<lciitt- 

^*^ ^i-c ,j,Cc. ite related circumftances whicli "fte. couJdC . 
^^ c kno\fn;arj 1 thougbt, only from my Ttj5li!Ntii-her-. 
i't:lf'. My filcnce pleafed her ; for the Ruffianly wicai ' 
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a lady has a partiality for them, nrver fail to vaunt of 
their gDod furtnne. hhe v/iflicd to perfaide rae Ihe 
had obferved as in company, had read t"ie language of 
our eyes, and had long penetrated our f cret. Iwas 
i^^norant at that time that fhe then and had long be- 
fore, entertained the maid of my miihcfs as a fpy in 
her pay. 

Abo It a week after the death of the princefs, the 
countefs invited me to take co.fee with her in her cham- 
ber ; lamented my lofs and tlie violence of that pafli- 
on which had deprived me of all my cuftomary vivaci- 
ty, and altered my very appearance. She fcemed fo 
interefted in my bdialf, and exprefled fo many wifhes, 
and fo ardent, to better my fate, that I could no longer . 
doubt. Another opportunity foon happened which 
conlinned thefe my fufpicions : her mouth confefled 
her fentiments. Difcre tion^ fecrccy , and fidelity, were 
the laws flie impofetl ; and never did I experience a 
more ftrdent pallion from woman. Such was her un- 
derftanding and penetration, ihe knew how to rivet 
my aiTedions. 

Caution was the thing mofl necefl'ary. ■ She contriv- 
ed however to make opportunity. The chancellor va- 
lued, confided in me, and employed me in his cadiinet : 
fo that I remained whole days in his houfe. My cap- 
tainfliip of cavalry was how no longer thought of : I 
was deilined to political employment. My firfl was to 
be gentleman of the chamber, which in RulGa is an of- 
5ii;e of importance, and the profpeft of futurity became 
to me moll refplendent. Lord Hyndford, ever the re- 
po.'itory of my fecrets, coimfelled ftie, formed plans for 
my cond'i:!, rejoiced at my faccefs, and refilled to be 
reimburfed the expence he had been at, though now^ 
my circumstances were prolj)ex*ous. 

The degree of credit I enjoyed foon was noticed : 
foreign miniflers began to pay their court to mc. Goltz, 
the Pruflian minifter, made every efVorj: to win me, but 
found me incorruptible. 

The Ruffian alliance was at this time bi^rbly courted 
by foreign powers ; tlie huinbling of Pra1i» i' wu'i the 
thing generally widied and planned ; and rY'"-^^^)''''^^* 
better informed than mylclf of miniil^rial al^d'caiulW 
factions at this court. 

■f. ■ ■:•-■■ 
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My miftrefs a year after my acquamtance v;ltli her, 
fell into her enemies' power, and with li?r buibaud, 
was delivered over to the executioner. CJiHiiccllor 
Beftuchef, in the year 1 756, was forced to confefljon by 
the knout. Apraxim, minifter of war huJ a fm-ilar 
fate. The wife of his brotlier, then envoy in Poland , 
was by the treachery of a certain iieutcaant liergf r, jl 

with three others of the hrft ladies of the court, knout- W 

cd, branded, and had their tongues cut out- '] his liap- m 

penedinthe year 1741, when itlizabeth afcende-d the v 

tlu'ene. Her hufband however faithfully fervcd ; I ^ ^ 

knew him as Ruffian envoy at Vienna in 1751. ll-is 
may indeed be called the love of our country, ^iid 1} us 
does it liappen to the fir ft men of the ftatc : whr.t thtn 
canaforcignerhopefor if perfecuted, and in the pow- 
er of thofe in authority* ? 

No man in fo Ihort a A>ace of time, Ind greater op- 
portunities than I to difeover the lecrers of (late ; cf- 
pecially when guided by Hyndford and b'erncs, under 
the reign of a well-meaning, but fhort-fijilned emprelk^ * jl, 

whofc firlt^minifter was a weak man, directed by the i; 

will of an ahle and ambitious wife , and "v^ hitli wife lov- * Vt 
ed me^ a ftranger, an acquaintance only of a ft- \v nio n tlis, ' *i 
"^fo^affionately, that to this paflion ihe v^rouid liavc ta- J< 

crificed every other objed:. ' She might in i^i.t be lo:i- "fjk 

fidered as emprcfs of RuPia, difpoiing of peace or war ; jS 

and had I been more pi-udcnt, or leis fmcere, I nriglit r 

in fuch a fituation, have amafled treafures, and dtpo- \l 

iited th^m in full fecuri ty . I le r gener olit y wa s b oui^- 'd 

lefs; and though obliged to pay above a hundred thon- ^ » 
fandTubles in one year, to difcharge her itm .? clelits, 1' 

yet ifiight 1 have faved a ftill larger fun\ ; but hsJf of \ ' T 
th^ gifts fhe obliged me to receive, I knt: to tjii>; foil *' t 
and loft. So far was I from felfifh, and lb ner/lij^rcnt of » 

^eaitj^, that by fiapplying the wants of otl^crs^ I oiten, 
en a reverie of fortune, fuifered want mvftif, 

* Th^ri^ h n <:onfuj:o?i of dates , as 'u>cll irj fuSfs in the 
ol'ov^ p:irtj./y(yrh, l^cr helps th^^re niny hi fu7?i<s error oftha 
pi'^'f . t.},.i ihj baron's ioag imprifimncnl^ and ihe ad* 
V'!":.. / ..7,_.,^ »■;; ivhich hd wroICy ?ii.}ght both, r^r e/thr^ Ifadi^s 
"^^[■j'^'.^^-^Jhsh-iroji^s cl:rojJx>iogyf even of hmfiif\ h 
J'^^'^J I'htrn- <f^r; inaccurdic. T, ■*' 

G , 
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. My Olpntlid fucccTb in Luiua dirplesfcd the great 
rrc(]:*ric, v/jiofc pcrlecut.ion every wlicre attended 
me, '?.nd who liippoicd his intereft injured by my fucceft 
r? K.niim. The incident 1 am going to relate, was at 
tlic time it happened, well known to, ard caufed much 
:^gi ration among all the foreign ambafladors. 

i^ord Ilyndi'ord defired I would make him a fair co- 
py of the plan of Cronftadt, for which he furniflied the 
materials, with three additional drawings of the vari- 
ous fliips in the harbour;, and their names. There was 
neither danger nor. fufpicion attending this ; tl.^ plan 
nf Cronftadt being no fecret, but publitly fold in the 
fjiops of Peter iburg. England was likewife then in 
th e clofeft alliance with Rullia . Hy ndford Ihowed the 
drawing to Kunk the baxon envoy, his intinaate friend, 
w^ho siikcd his permiflion to copy it himfelf, Hynd- 
ford jYive him the plan figned with my name, ana af- 
ter F ink had been fome days employed in copying it, 
the r*ruflian minifter Goltz, who lived in the neigh- 
J^ouraood, came in, as he frequently paid him friendly 
. "^'ifits . Funk unfufpe<^tingiy iliowed him ini^^ drawing, 
find both lamented that r rcderic had loft lb ufefiil a 
fab]e .^i. Goltz af^wcd tc borrow it for a couple ofdays^ 
in order to correilit his ov/n ; and Funk, one of the 
>varthieft, moilbooeft, andleaftfufpicious of men, who 
loved me likv» a brother, accordingly lent the plan. 

No fv)oner was ',^oltz in pofleifion of it, rhanhehur- 
ricrl to tlic cliancellor, with whole weaknefs he was 
•well acquainted ; told him his intent incominawas to- 
pro\-e, tbat ii man who had once been unfakhfal to his 
iciu'r and^oratry, where he had been loaded with fa- 
vours, \vonkl, certainly betray for his owft private ia- 
rereil, every ilnre where he v/as tru^Ved. He contifni- 
edhis p^^'^f-iVe by fpeaking of the rapid progrefs I had 
made In Ivuffia , ?nd the freeentrnn/e 1 liad found in the 
f 'Mincc'lors lioiif:, v. here 1 wa« received as a for.^ and 
iniiiatet^ Int^ e fccrets ofthe cabinet. 
■' The cbancoiJor d?Fended me ; tjH at lad Golt? took 
mv plan of '^ronf^odt from bis ])ocket and At'<^cd, 
*'• Yout-exc^^lency isnoiirtdnnga ferpent in yvurb:)!'-}!!!. 
Tbl^ dm wing I have vecived from Trenck, c »picd 
from Tojr cabinet deHfrns for two hundreit due;- -«>,'* 
Ik- kn\.w i w.is c'.7^;>l>^cd there tbnictiries with C\'r- 
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I tin;ger, who^e office it was to infped: the buildings and 
' repairs of all the RuHian fortitications. beltaclicf 
: was aftonifhed ; his anger became violent, and •^oltz 
I added fuel to the flame oy infinuating, I fliould not be 
L fo powerfully protefted by ijernes the Auftrian ambaf- 
i fe-dor, were it not to favour the views of his ovv n court. 
; i Beftuchef mentioned profecution and the knout. G ohz 
replied my friends were too powerful, my pardou 
^ would be procured, and the evil this way incrcafcd.. 
': ' They therefore determined to have me fecreily fcwur- 
ed, and privately conveyed to Siberia. 
Goltz had fcarcely left the place triumphtint, when- 
' , tlie chancellor entered into his lady's apartricnt, told 
» her my conduct, and while (he endeavoured to foodi, 
him, related all that had paUe d. Her pcnc tra lion \y ds 
much deeper than her huiband's : Ihe perceived ilierc. 
was a plot againftme ; (he indecdkncw my heart bet- 
ter than any other, and particularly thai i Vv'as not in 
want of a poor two hundred ducats. She could not, 
however appeafe him, and my arrell was determhied; 
She therefore in^antly wrole.mc a.Une to the follow- 
ing purport : — ^ 

*' You are threateued dear friend by very hnmiuent 
danger. Do not ileep to-nij^Ut at h<;me. but fecure 
ypurfelf at lord Hyndford's till you hear farther from 
me." / 

Secretary S — n- was font with tjus note. lie found 
ms after dinner at the Knglifh aiiibailkdor's, and ct.1- 
led me aiidc. I read the .billet, wa'; f.iioniihctl at k i 
contents, and fliowcd it to lord I'M-dun<i, Vvi 'jccu\- 
manded.me tosremain inhlshouic till y*c iiiouid ivah^c 
farther dlfco very. 

We plajcd fplcs vj-.ind the Iionfe where I lived : I 
was inquired to): after mldnij^bt, and the lieutenant of 
the police came himfelf and fearchcd the lioufe. 

Lord Hyndford went about ten in thcmorrur.p; to vi- 
llt the cliancellor, that he might obtain hmic iuielii- 
gence, who immediately reprovichcd him lor lia\ inc; 
granted an afylum to a traitor. ** ^\ I at has this 
traitor done?** faid Hyndford. *< FaithlelViy copied 
apian of Cronliiadt from my cabinet drawings/' tiT*- 
fwered the chancellor, " whiclihe has fcldto i:-e?.'*.i> 
Can a;>i:fler i^r two hundred ducats.'* '■ .'T 
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Ilyndford was aftoniihecl ; He knew me well, and 
alfo knew that he had then, in money and jevviels, more 
than eight thoufand ducats of mine in his own bands ; 
nor was he le.is ignorant of tlie little value 1 fet on mo- 
ney, or of the fources whence I could obtain it when I 
pleafed. '^ Kas your excellency feen this drawing of 
1 renck's V* '* Yes, I have been fhown it by Goltz." 
— '^ I wiih I might like wife be permitted to fee it ; I 
know Trenck's drawing, and make myfelf refponiible 
that he is no traitor. Here is fotne myilery ; be ib 
kind as to defire M. Goltz will come and bring his 
plan of Cronlladt. Trenck is at my houfc, fhall be 
r'orth coming inftantly, and I will not proted him if be 
proves guiity/' 

The chancellor wrote tO' Goltz ; but he, artful as. 
he v/as, had no doubt taken care to be iufomied that 
the lieatc3iant of the police had miilcd his prey. ITc 
tlierefore fcnt an excufe, and did not appear. In the 
mean time I entered. Hyndford then addrefiied me 
withtlie opennels of an Englifliman and.afked — ** ^rc 
you^a traitor, Trenck ? if fo^ you do not mwit my pro- 
teilion, but ftand here a ftatc prifoner. Have youfold 
a plan of Cronftgidt toM. Goltz ?" My anfwer way ca- 
fiiy be fuppofed. Hyndford rehcarfed what the chan- 
cellor had told hinu 1 was defircd to leave the room^ 
and Funk was fent for. The moment he came in Hynd* 
ford faidv " Sir, where is that plan of Cronftadt which 
Trenck copied ?" Funkhefitating replied, '^ I will. go 
for it." ^* Have you it," continued Hyndford, ** at 
home ? fpeak upon your honor.'* '* No, 'my lord, I 
have lent it fona few days to M. Goltz, that he may 
take a copy.*' 

Hyndford immediately then faw- the' whole affair, 
told the chancellor the hiftory of this plun which b«- 
4Qnged to him, and which he had lent to Funk > and re- 
queued a trufty perfon m{^ht be fent with him to make 
propei'^^arch. • Beftuche? named his firft feeretary, 
and to Ivj&twere added Funk and the IXitcli envoy 
Schwart, who happened then to enter. All went to- 
gether to the houfe of Goltz. Funk here demanded 
his plan of Croniladt : Goitz gave iihim^ and FimU rc* 
yarned it to Iprd Hyndford'. 
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Tlie fccretary and Hyndford both then deflrcd Ij: 
Woald produce the plan of Cronftadt, wiiuh In: huii 
bought of Trenck for two hundred ducats. — VU coii- 
fuiion now was great, and llyndford hrmly iuliilca liiis 
plan fhouldbe forth-commg, to vhidicaie lliC honor of 
Trenck, whom he held to be an lioneil: min. On liils 
Goltz anfwercd, if 1 have received my king s cominands "• 
to prevent the preferment of Trenck in iaii.a, and x 
have only faliilled the duty of a ininiiler.'* 

Hyndford fpit on the ground, and fald more than I • 
now choofe to repeat ; alter which the lour gentlcnicri . 
returned to the chancellor, and 1 was again called. 
Kvery body complimented me, related what had paf- 
fed, and the chancellor promifed 1 fliould be recom- 
penfcd; ftridlly however forbidding me to take any 
levenge on the Pruffian ambafiador,! having fwoni, in • 
the firil tranfports of auger, topunifii him where v;;r I 
/houldfind him, even were it at tlic altar's foot. 

Ireceived a^refentof twothqafand rubles the next 
day from the chancellor, witfi orders to tiiank tjie em- 
prefs for .this mark of her bounty, and accept it as a 
fign. of her efpeeial favour w- I paid thefe my uir^nks . 
{bmedays after. The money I difregarded ; but tlie 
amiable emprefs, by-her enchanting benevolence nu.de 
me forget the paft^ 

The chancellor had greatly changed his carriage to- 
wards me, fince the inciddi^t of the plan. iJe obu^rv- 
cd my looks .and words, flioWed he was diftrullf il and 
deiirous oF: revenge. His lady as well as myfclf re- 
marked this ^ and new meafures became neceflary. I 
was obliged to a<^ an artful, but at the fame time "a ve- 
ry dangerous part. 

My caufm baron Trenck died in the Spielberg, Oc- 
tober 4, 1 74^, and left me his heir, on condition i Thou) 1 
only ferve tiie houfe ofAuflria. — In- March 1750, count 
Benics received the citation fent nie to enter on this 
iiilicritance. I would hear nothing .of Vieraaa ; the 
abominable treatment of my coufin terri^'cd me. 
Bcnies however reprcfented that the property left me 
wa? worth much above a million ; tlat the eirprefs 
would fupport me in the purfuit of judlce and that f 
had no pcrfonal enemy at VienLa, that a million of 
certain jro perty in Hungary vra: much iVerioi* to tic 
U 2 
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higliefl: expcAatioM in Ruffia, where I my ftlfhad be- 
held fo many changes €>f fortune, and tke effects of fa- 
inily cabals. 

11} ndibrd afTared me of his eternal proteftion, and[ 
defcribcd London aa a certain afylmn, fliould 1 not find" 
happinefs at Vienna. He %oke offlavery afrafintain - 
ought to fpeak. Thefc reafoi^ngs at length determine 
cd me ; but having plenty of money, I thought prep^^ 
to lake Stockholm, Copenhagen, and Holland, in my 
way j and Bernes was in^ the mean time to prepare me 
ft favourable reception at Vienna. He delked alfo F 
would give him authority to get pofleffioii of the eflate» 
to whith I was heir. 

My miftrefs ftrongly endeavoured to detain me, bnt 
yielded at len;^h to ih« force of reafon. I tore my- 
felf away, ana promifed on my honor, to rctttrn as 
ibon as 1 had arranged ray aifaiis a* Vien«a. 

From Mofcow I travelled to Peterfburg, where my 
afreets in money and jewels amounted to about thirty '• 
fix thoufand florins, /-iter remaining a few days at 
Pettirfliurg, I journeyed by land to Stockholm j ' taking: 
with me letters of recommendatkra from all the foreign. 

fHVOvS. 

At Stockholm I wanted for no recoinmendation : the . 
nueeni filler to the great Frederic, had known, me ati 
' -erlln, when I had the honor as an oilicer of, the body- 
j:^uar(i, of accompanying her to Stetten. I rel^ted^tny 
'WjioLe hiflory to her without referve. She, jkom jpo- 
Ikical motivesy advifed me not to* make any ftajr ijt 
Stockholm, and to me continued till death an ever gra- 
cious lady. 1 proceeded to Copenhagen, wheerc I Had 
bulinefs to tranfa.^Sl for Jvl, Chaife, the Dsmike&vfyy at 
/ lofcow ; from whom alfo I had letters of recommen- 
dation. Here I had die pleafure of meeting my old 
friend lieutenant Each, who had aided me-inmy efcape ' 
from my imprironment at Glatz. He was poor«nd ia 
debt, and I procia-ed him proteflion, by rclatiifig tho 
noble manner in which lie had behaved. I alfo prefent-"* 
cd him with five hundred ducats, by the aid of whiclL 
he pufhed his fortune. He wrote to rac in the year 
1776, a letter of fmcereft thanks, and died a cq\«^^1 ojT 
laaiflars in the Dai^fli fervice in 1 7^^,^ 
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I remained in Ca^ciihzgen but a fortnight/and then 
htled in a ]-)utch fliip from iLlfincur for Amfterdam. 
Scarcely had we put to fea before a ftorra arofe, by ; 
^ which we loil a maft and oar bawfprit, had our foils- 
Ihattered, and were obliged tocaft anchor among the 
racks of Gotteiiburg, where our deliverance was fin- 
gularly fortunate. 

•Here we ky nine days-' before we could make the 
epen fea, and here 1 found a very pleafant amufemcnt, 
Sy going daily in the ftiip's boat froin rock to rock, . 
attended by two of my fcrvants, to (lioot wild ducks 
and catch fhell-fifh ; whence I every evening remrned * 
with-provifions and fheep's milk, bought of the poor in- 
habitants for the ihip's crew. 

There was i, dearth among thefe poor people. Our 
veilel was laden with corn ; fome of this 1 purchafed, 
to the amount of fome hundreds of Dutch florins, and 
daftrifeuted wherever I went. I alfo gave one of their 
imnifters a hundred florins for his poor congregation, 
who was hiiafelf in want of bread, and whofe aitnual . 
ffipend did not amount to one hundred and fifty florins. 

In this employment, however, I had nearly loil ipy 
life* Returning from carrying com, the wind arofc, 

• and di'ovc the boat to fea. I not nnderftanding the ma- 

* B^gement of the helm, and the fervant aukwardly hand- 
'Bng thefoife, the boat, in tacking, -^-as overfet. The 

benefit of learning" to fwim I again experienced, and 
my faithful fcrvant, who had gained the rock, aided me 
vien almoft %ent. The good people, who had feen •: 
tfee.ftallop overfet, cameoff in their boats to my aj3ift- . 
ancc. An nonell Cahnuc whom I had brought from Ruf- 
fe, atid another of my ^rvants, perifhed, I faw tliefii-ft . 
fiiak after I had reached the ihore. 
JTh^ kind Swedes brought me on board,' and alfoy 
»5^te^ and retured with the fhallop; We v^ eighed an-^ 
ckor, SMad failed for the Texel, the mouth of which we 
few, anil the pilots coining off, when another ftorm rofe^ 
and dro\'e us to the port of Eahus in Norway, inio> 
'W^hich we ran w^ithout farther damage. In fome few" 
days we again fet fail, with a fair wind, and, at length 
reached Aintterdani . 

I r/zn a fpcftator while the harpooners belonffin^ to- 
the whale -fiibery ^wrere cxertifing thcmfeires m dartiirip 
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their hafJ>ooi3S, moft of whom were drunk. One of 
them, Herman Rogaar by name, a hero among thefe 
people for his dexterity with his fnickalhec, came up, 
and pailed fome of his coaffe jokes upon my Turkilh ia- 
bre, and offered to fillip me on the nofe. I puflied him 
from me, and the fellow tlirew down his cap, drew his 
fnickafnec, challenged me, called me monkey-tail, and 
aiked me whether I chofe a ftraight, a circular, or a 
crofs cut. , .- 

Thus, here, was I, in this excellent company, with 
no choice but that of gither fighting or ranning away. 
The robuft Herculean grew more infolent, and I, tur- 
ning round to the by-ftanders, alkcd them to lend me 
31 iiiickafiiee ; " No,*no,*' faid the challenger, " draw 
your great Igiife from your fide, and, long as it is, I 
willlay.you a dozen ducats you get a galh in the cheek j* 
I drew ; he confidently advanced with his fnlckafnee, 
and, at the firft ftroke of my fab re, that, and the hand 
that held it, tjotli dropt to tlfe ground, and the blood 
fpoutcd iamy face. 

i now expefted the people would, indubitably tear 
me to pieces ; but my. fear was changed into aftonifii- 
ment, at hearing a univerfal fhout applauding the van^ 
quifher of the redoubted Herman llogaar, who, fo late- 
ly feared for his ftrengtja and dexterity, became the pb- 
jeft of their ridicule. A Jew fpedator condud:ed me 
out of the croud, and the people, clamoroufly, follow- 
ed me to my inn. 

I left Aiiiilerdam for the Hague, where I had been ' 
recommended to lord Holdernefe, the EuftlLli ambaf-. 
fador, by lord Hyndford; to baron Rei£chach, by 
Bernes ; to the Grand Penfionary Fagcl, by Schwart ; 
and, from the Chancellor, I had a letter to the Prince 
of Orange himfelf. I could not, therefore, but be re* 
ceived with all poflible diftinclion^ My ill fortunb ^ 
Brought me letters from Count Bernes, afluring me that 
Heaven was at Vienna, and including a citaiion from 
thahigh court, requiring me to gi\e in my claim of in- 
heritance. Bernes farther informed me tlie Auttrian 
court had aflhred him I fhould meet y^hh all julUcc and 
protc6lion; and advifed mc to halleii my journey, as 
tlie executorfhip of the eftates of Trenck was COndAi&i 
ed but little to my advantage. 
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This advice I took, proceederl to Vienna, and, from 
that moment, all my happineis h^id r.n end. 
L One M. Sclienek fought my acquaintance at the Fagi.e. 

^ • I met with him at my hotel, where he intrcated 1 would 
; take him to Nuremberg, whence he was to proceed to 
\ Saxony. I complied, and bore his expenlcs , but at 
Hanau, waking in the morning, I found my watch fer 
with diamonds, a ring worth two thoufand rubies, a di- 
amoi^ fmiiF-box, and my purfr. containing about eigh- 
ty ducats, flolen from my bed fide, and Schenck become 
inviTible. The rafcal had efcaped, and it was fortu- 
nate that the remainder of my ready money, with my. 
bills of exchange; were fafely locked up. 
? I now purfued my journey, without company, and ar- 

rived in. Vienna* 

Francis Baron-Trenck died, in the Spielberg, Ofto- 
ber 4, 1749* ^^^ had committed no offence againft the 
(late, wafraccufed of noHe, much lefs convifted. Tlie 
court fentencewas, that the adminift rat ion of hiseftatc 
fhould be committed to comifeiior Kempf and baron 
Peyaczewitz; who were feleded by himfelf, and the ac- 
counts of his Rewards and farmers were to be fent him 
yearly. He ceutinned, till his death, to hav« tli« fro« - 
and entire difpofal of his property. 

I Will now fhow how 1 have been deprived of this 
vabtable inheritance, while I ha'^ been obligjed t© pay 
about fixty tlioafand florhis> to defray legacies he left. 
The fatner of baron Trenck> who died in the year 
174^, jgovemor of Leitfchau, in Hungary, named mc, . 
ia his will, the fucceflbr of his Ion, fliould he die with- 
out heirs mole^ 

This will wa« fent to be proved, ajccording to form,' 
at Vie^ma, after having beeii authenticated, in the moil 
legal manner in Hungary. The court called Hofkricg- 
frath, at Vienna, negleifted to provide a curator^ for 
tiie fecurity of the aext heir ; yet this could not annul 
my r^ht of fucceliion. When Trenck fuccecded his fa* 
ther, he entered no proteft to this his father's will, 
h therefore dying without children, in the year 1 7^t My 
II cHim was ittdifputable. I'was heir, hai he made no 
P 'Will ; and even in cafe of confifcation; my titk^ tajife- 
f:ithcrr'a ^Ila:tcs ft ill reniaineii vaJidi -^ 
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Trenjck kticw this but too well ; he knew I \yas the 
^al clainient to his father's eftates. The property he 
aifelf had gained was courigned to admin ilirators, but 
aandred thoiifand florias iiad been expended in la-w- 
its, and lixty -three faits continued, aftually, pending 
;ainft him in court ; the legacies he bequeathed a- 
junted to eighty thoufand florins. Tliefe he law 
uld not be paid, fhould 1 claim nothing more than 
e paternal inheritance ; he therefore named me his 
liverlal heir, on the following conditions : 
Firft, I was to become a Catholic. 
Secondly, 1 was to ferve only the houfe of Auftria ; 
id, 

Laftly, — He made his whole eftate^ without except- 
g the paternal inheritance, a Fiiici comm'tjj'um^ 
ilis death, believed in Vienna to be miraculous, hap- 
'ncd after the following manner : and by this he had 
doced many weak people, who really believed him. 
faint, to further his views. 

Three days before his death, wliile in perfe£l health; 
; defired the governor of the Spielberg to fend for 
s confellbr, for that Saint Francis had revealed to.hiiu- 
J fhould be removed into life everlalHng, on his birth 
ly, at twelve o'clock. The capuchin was fent for> 
It the predidion laughed at. • 

The day, however, after the departure of his con- 
lljr, he faid, ^^ Praife be to God, my end approaches ; 
y confeflbr is dead,and has appeared to me . Strange 
i it mav feem, it w^s aftually found to-be true, thaC 
ic pricft was dead. He now had all the oilicers of the 
irrilbn of Brunn aflembled, ton fared his head like a. 
ipuchin, took the habit of the order, publicly conFcf- 
Q himfelf, in a fermou of an hour's length, exhorted' 
lem all to holinefs, a<fled the part of a moit exempia- 
/ penitent, embraced all prefeut*, fpoke with a iinile 
Piniignificanceof all earthly pofleilions, took his leave- 
nelt down to prayers, llept calmly, rofC; prayed a- 
ain, and, about eleven in the forenoon, 0<^cober 4th, 
iking his watch in his hand, faid. ^* Thanks be to my 
iod, my laft hour approaches." All laughed at fLicb a 
irce from a man of fuch a character ; yet tliey r'v-rAark- 
d that the left fide of his face grev/ pale. " Ti.'^ th<-Ti 
?aned his arm on the table^ prayed^ and rem «.:acd 'Uo-. 
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tionlcfs, "With liis eyes clofed. The clock ftruck twelve 
— no iigns of lite or motion could be dlfcovcred ; they 
fpoke to him, and found he was really dead. 

The word miracle was echoed through the whole 
coimtry,and the traniinigrationof the Pandour Trenck, 
from earth to heaven, by Saint Francis, proclaimed. 
The clue to this labyrinth of miracles, known only to 
me, is truly as follows : 

He poflefled the fecret of what is called the a(jua 
iofanUy and had determined on death. His confcllbr 
had been intrufted with all his fecrets, and withpro- 
miflbry notes, which he wifhed to invalidate, 1 am 
perfe«ly certain that he had returned a promiilory note 
of a great prince, given for two hundred thoufand flo- 
rins, which has never been brought to account. 1 he 
confeflbr, therefore ,was to be provided for. that Trenck 
might not be betrayed, and a dofe of poifon was given 
him before he fet off for Vienna — ^liis death -was the 
confequence. He took (imilar means with himfeifand 
thus knew the hour of his exit : finding he could not 
become the iirft on earth, he wifhed to be adored as a 
faint in heaven. He Jcnew he ihould work miracles 
when dead, becaufe he ordered a chapel %o be built, 
willed a perpetual mafs, and bequeathed the capuchins 
fixty thoufand florins. 

Thus died this moft extraordinary man in the thirty 
fourth year of his age, to whom nature had denied none 
of her gifts ; who had been the fcourgc of Bavaria ; the 
terror of France ; and who hsd, with his luY>pofed con- 
temptible Pandours, taken above fiKty thoufand Prulli- 
an prifoners. Me ht'd lived a tyrant and enemy of men, 
ana died a fancilni. d imj/Ollor. 

Inftcad of profiting by ti»e wealth Trenck bad acquir- 
ed, I expended a hur.dred and twenty thordhnd f orii»s 
of ir»y o^vn money, incUKii!^^^ wbat de\ olved to me from 
myumic, hi.^Uiibcr, in the profccution of his fuits. 
Trenck liad paid two lundrecl ducats, to tl.e U'ibunal 
of Vienna, in the year 1 74:?, to prot ure,its very repre- 
henl'vc TihTxe concerning a curator, to which) was fa- 
criH. ed, as the rev. judges of this court retufed toe cr- 
recl: f' etrror of ti eir prececeflbrs. 
. Cn viy firft audience no orte could be received more 
Linr.ly il an i wss by the emprefs queen. She fpoke of 
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my deceafed coufin with much-emotion and ©fteem, pre- 
Tnifed me all grace and favour, and informed me of 
the particular recommendations fhe had received on 
my behalf from count i3emes. Finding fixty three 
caufes hung over my head in confequenoe of the inlie- 
ritance of i "re nek, to obtain jufticc in any one of which 
at Vienna, would have employed the whole life of -an 
honed man, 1 determined to renounce this inheritance, 
and claim only under the will, and as the heir of my 
uncle. 

With this view I applied for, and pb tamed a copy of 
that will, with which I perfonally appeared, and de- 
clared to the court that i renounced the inheritance of 
Francis Trenck, would undertake none of his fuits, 
nor be refponlible for his legacies, and required only 
his father's eftates, according to the legal will which i 
produced. Nothing could be more juft or incontrovert- 
ible than this claim. What was my aftonifhment to be 
told in open court, that her majefty had declared I muft 
cither wholly perform the articles of the Wiilof Trenck, 
or be excludca the entire inheritance. I ventured to 
remonftfate, but the will of the court was determined 
and abfolute ;' I muft become a Roman Catholic, 

In this extremity, I bribed a prieft, who gave me a 
figned atteftation, <^ That I had abjured the curfed he- 
refy of Lutheranifm." My religion, however, remain- 
ed what it had ever been. General Bernes, about this 
tiii^e, returned from his embafly, and 1 related to him 
the lamentable (late in which I found my affairs. He 
fpoke to the emprefs in my behalf, and ftie proraifed 
every thing. He,advifed me to have patience, to per* 
form all that was required of me, and make myfcif ref- 
ponfible for the depending fuits. Some family concerns 
obliged him, as he informed me, to make a journey to 
•, Turin, but his return would be ipeedy ; he v/ould then 
take the management of my affairs upon hirafclf, and 
infure my good fortune in Auftria. Bernes loved me 
as his fon» and I had reafon to hope from his afiarance, 
I {hould be largely remembered in his will, which was 
the more propable, as he had neither child nor relati- 
ons. ITe parted from me, like a father, with tears in 
his eyes ; but he had fcarcelybeen abfent fix M'eeks. be- 
fore the news arrived of his death, which, ii' report :nay 
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be credited, was cfFefted by poifon, adminiftered by a 
friend. 

My ills were increafed by a new accident. Soon af- 
ter the departure of Bernes the Pruffian minifter tak- 
ing me alide in the houfe of the Palatine envoy, M. 
Beckers, propofed myrttum to Berlin, afliired nle the 
king had forgotten all that was pafled, was convinced 
of my innocence, that my good fortune would there be 
certain, and he pledged his honor to recover the inlie- 
ritance of Trenck. 

Having rejected the propofition of the Pruffian en- 
voy, all my hopes in Vienna were ruined ; for Frede- 
ric, by hisrefidents and emiflaries, knew how to efFe<9: 
whatever he pleafed in foreign courts, and determined 
that the Trenck who would no longer ferve or confide 
in him, ihould at leaft find no opportimicy of fcrving 
againft him : I foon became painted to the cmprefs as an 
arch heretic, wha never would be faithful to the houfe 
of Auftria, and only endeavoured to obtain the inherit- 
ance of Trenck, that he might devote himfelf to Pruf- 
fia. 

I was now obliged to declare myfelf heir, but always 
cumrefervattone juris 7neiy not as fimply claiming under 
the will of Francis Trenck. I was obliged to take up-. 
on rayfelf the management of the lixty thnee fuits : I 
only received from the whole eftate of Trenck three 
thoufand fix hundred florins in three years, which were 
Scarcely fufficient to defray the expence of new-year's 

fifts to the foUcitors and mafters in chancery. Kow 
id I labour in dating and tranfcribing proofs for the 
court ! The money I poflefled foon vaniihed My Pruf- 
fian relations fupportcd me, and the countefs Beftuchef 
lent me four thoufand rubles. I had alfo remittance* 
from PrufEa, and in additieh, was obliged to borrow 
money at the ufurious rate of fixty per cent. Bewil- 
dered as I was among lawyers and knaves, my ambiti- 
on ftill prompted me to proceed ; but my property was 
expended, and at length I could only obtain that the 
contefted eftates fliould be made a Fid'^i coimni'Jumy or 
j>ut under truft, whereby, though they were protected 
Irom being the further prey of others, I did not inherit 
tlicm as mine. 

H 
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In three years, however, I brou^t my.fixty thre* 

fiiits to a kind of coiiclufion ; the probability were, this 
could not have been cifeded in fifty. Excfuiive of my 
iiifiduity, the means I took iliuft not be told ; it is fuffi- 
cient that I here learnt what judges were, and tlms am 
enabled to defcribe them to others. " 

For a few dncats the prelident's fcrvant ufed to ad- 
mit mc into a clofet where i couki fee every thing as 
perfectly as if I had myfelf been one of the council. 
This often was ufeful, and taught nie to prevent evil, 
and often was 1 fcarcely able to refrain buriUng in up- 
on this court. 

Their appointed hour of meeting was nine jn the 
moruing, bat they feldom aflembkd before eleven. 
The prcfident then told his beads and muttered his 
prayers. Some ooe got up and faarmigued, while the 
remainder in pairs aratifed themielves wi^ talking^ 
iaftead of liitenmg, after which tlie news of the day be- 
came the coimaon topic of converfation, and the coun- 
cil broke up, die court behig fii-ft adjourned fonie three 
weeks without coming to any determination. — Tl>is 
was called 'Jtidkhnn dcIegatuTfi in cattfs 'Trenckianh ; 
and when at laft they came to u conclafion, the ffen- 
tence was fuch as I fhall ever fhedder at and abhor. 

'I he real cftates of Trcnck, and the anuoal income of 
thefe was 60,000 florins, and contained more than two 
hundred villages and hamlets. The laws of Hungarjr 
require, 

111. That thofe who purchafe eftates ihall obtain the 
royul confcnt. 

2nd. i liat the feller fiiall pofiefs and make over the 
right of property, together with tiiat of transferring 
oraiienaiirg J and 

tidiv. i l.at the purchafer ihall be anativc born^ or 
have bought his naiuralizaiion. 

in diifauit of ail or any of thefe, tlic Fifctts, on the 
death of tiie purchafer takes pofleflion, repaying the 
pui'chafc moticy, togeLhcr with what canl-wj fhown t/> 
have been laid out in improvements , or the fam at which 
it Itanus rated in the r ifcal regifter. 

Witliout form or notice the Hunr;arian Fifcal well- 
dent, count Graflalko^A'itz, took poliellion of all ihb 
Trenckeiiuics onhisdifccafc in the name oftLe I'ifcu'. 
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;t Tlie prize was great, not fo tnucli becaufe of the eftates 

; I . themfelves, as the pcrfonal property upon them. Trenck 

f] had fent loads of merchandize to his eftates, of linen, 

ingots of gold and filver, from "Eavaf ia, Alia tia , and Si - 

*} lelta. — He had a vaft ftore-houfe of arms and of laddies, 

* alio the great (ilver ferviceofthe emperor Charles 

VII. which he had brought from Mimich, with the fer- 

'.. vice of plate of the King of Prufiia, and the perfonal 

f property of thefe ftates was affirmed, confiderably to 

exceed in value the eftates themfelves. 

I was not long fince informed by one of ih" firil; ge- 
nerals, whofe honor is undoubted, that fcveral waggons 
were loaded with tlicfc rich efEtflsand fent to jV!i- 
halefze. His teftimony was indubitable ; he knew the 
two pandours who were the confidants of Trenck, and 
the keepers of his treafures^ and thefe during the gene- 
ral plunder, each feized a bag of pearls, and fled to 
Turkey, where they became wealthy merchants. His 
rich ftuds of horfes were taken, and the very cows dri- 
ven oiFthe'fanni, His ftand of arms couiihed of mo re 
than tln-ee thouiand rare pieces. Trenck had alti* med 
he had fentFmen to the value of fifty thoufand Horin*, 
in chefts from Dannhaufen and Gerfdorf in tlic county 
of Glat2; to hii elates; the pillage was general, and 
when orders came to fend all the property of Trenck, 
and deliver it to its nniverfal heir, nothing remained 
that any perfon would accept. I have myfelf fecn in 
a certain Hungarian nobleman's honfe fomc valuable 
arms which I poritively knew I had been robbed of; 
and I bought at EiJeck fome filver platen, on which 
"were the arilis of Pruffia, thathaxlbeen fold by coun- 

Cellor D-" - t t, who- bad been empowered to take pof- 

feflion of thefe efbatci, and had thus rendered himfc-lf 
rich. Of tliis I procured an attedatioHj, ^nd j>roved il c 
theft ; I complamed aloud at Vienna, but received an 
order from the court to be filenty^uyder pain of dif^ 
pleaCiire, and alfo' to go no more into Sclavonia. — The 
principal reafon of my loft of the landed property in 
Hungary, was my having, dared t a make enquiries con- 
cemidg the perfonal, not one guinea of which was ever 
hro'i5^irto account. I tlien proved my ri^ht to the 
fUmiry eftates left by my uncle, beyond all difpute, and 
jtkSb of thofc pur chafed by my couiin. The commitilp- 
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oners appointed to enquire into thefe rights, even con- 
firmed tiieni, yet, after they had been thus edablifhed, 
I received the following order from tlie court, in ti c 
hand of the cmpfcfs hcrfelf: << The prefident count 
^Graflalkowitz, takes it upon his confcierce, that the 
Sclavouian elVates do not dt fcend to Trcnck, in natura, 
he mufl therefore receive thcjuvjma emptitia 6* infcrip- 
titu:, together with the money he can ihow to have 
been expended in improvements." 

And herewith ended my pleadings , and my hopcs-^I 
had fdcrificedmy property, laboured through (ixty three 
inferior fuits^ and loll: this great caofc without a trial. 
I could have ren:ained fatisiicd with the 3ois of the per- 
fonalproperty : tlie booty of a foldier, like tlie wealth 
amaiied by a minifter, appears to be little better than 
a publjc robbery ; but the acquirements of my anceilors^ 
which defcended to me by ri^ht, I could not be depriv- 
ed of without exceffive cruelty. ^ 

^ The jprefiilent, it is true, did not immediately pofle& 
himfelt of the eftatcs, but he took good care his friends 
iliould have them at fuch rat iS, that the falc of them 
4id not bring the Kifcal treafury 1 50,000 dollars ; ^hile 
I in real and per(bna] property, loft a million and a half; 
nay, probably a fum equal to this in perfonal property 
alone. 

liYnt ftimma infcriptUiA ir emptitia ^ for all thefe great 
eftatcs only amounted to 149,000 florins, and this was 
to be paid by the chamber, but the prefident thought 
proper to dedad 10,000, on pretence the tattle had 
been driven ofF the eftate ot Pakratz ; and further, 
36,000 more, under the fhameful pretence that Trenck, 
* to recruit bis pandours, had droned the e&tes of 
3600 vadals, who had never returned : the eftates 
therefore muft make them good at the rate of thirty 
florins per head, which woulahavc amounted to 1 08,000 
florins ; but with much difficulty this fum was reduc- 
ed, as above ftated, to 36,000 florins, each vaffiil rec- 
koned at ten florins per head. Thus was I obliged^, 
from the property of my family, to pay for ^600 men 
who had glonouily died in war, in demce of tlie cod* 
teftcd rights of the great Maria Therefa ; who bad 
raifed fo many millions of contributions from her in the 
aoiuitries of her enemies : who fwpjrfi in han4 ba4^ 
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ftofmed^ and taken fo maay towns^ and difperfbdcr tu* 
ktn prMbncrs fo many tlioufand of her foes. 

Ail dsdu^ions made for legacies^ fccs^ and formali- 
ties^, there remainedto me 6q,oooiloriBS, with which I 
parchafed tiielordihipof Zwerbach, and I was obii^«^d 
to'pa^ fix. thottfand florins for my nctur alizat io n . ' 1 lius.^ 
^R^isatfeeiUm^^reetiameratcd, which I expended on 
the faits of Trenck, received from my friends at Beilm 
and PtitcufHttrg, 'k will be found that I cannot at lead 
hs^ve^ hs&A a gainer by having been made the uaiverfaL. 
hcirrftlie immensely rich Trenck. 

I will here add a. few particulars which may give a , 
jnAore of tlie m&nner in whicli the proiecmion was 
carried oaroagainft Trenisk. 

■Ofifc- Schygrai a filly kind of beggarly baron, who 
watf treatedias a bu^bon, was invited in the year 1 743 
t«> diac w4th'bar6il Pejaczewitz, when TreiicKhappen- 
ed to be prefent. Th&converfation happencd^to turn 
tmbrafidy, and Trenckjofcularly faid he annually dif- 
tiiled brandy from cow^ung^ to the anjount of thirty 
thodfMid florinSi — Schygrailuppofed'him ferious, and' 
wiflxedtbkarBtheart^ whidi Trcackproroiied to teach 
lun. Pijacze^js^z toldhimhe^ould^ve him thirty? 
tfamifand'ioadof ding; '^^ But'-v^here {hiall 1 get the- 
wood ?'* feid' Schycrai^ «' I will give you po.ooa 
klaftcrs;*' aafwered Trenck, The ci^dulous barwit 
tMnking himfelf very fortunate, deiired written pro- 
vufei, which tliey gave him ; aad tlrat of Trenck thus : 
*' I hereby pcniiit and empower barop Schygrai to firil : 
gratis , in the forcft of Tfcherra Ilorra, thirty tho«faud ; 
Rafters of wood; Witnefs n>y hand^ ' Tke«ck." 

Trenck wa« no fcwmer dead, than the baron. Brought: 
Uls nwie, andmade a-pplicaticMi to the court. His at- 
torney was the noted Bufly, and the court decreed the 
eftates: of Trenek flib^ild pay at the rate of one. florin^ 
thirty kreutzers perklafter, or forty-five thoufand flo*-- 
rifis, v^ith allcoffs, and an order was given the admi- 
mftfatom .to pay the money. 

JnftaPt^iis time I arrived at Vienna ,from Peterflborg.. 
Do5toi''3ei»irer, the advocate of Trenck, told me the 
stfiFTLtr WiflttiidadTttit of no delay^ ' 1 haftened to the em- 
prcfs , and obtained an order to delay payment. Anen- 
^try.wns hiftitutcd, and this foreft of Tfcherra-Horra. 
H 2- 
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was found t^ tc fituated ipi Turkey. The abfardity 
and injullke were flagrant, and it was revoked' I 
caunot lay how much of thefe forty-five thoufand flo- 
rins the baron had promifed to the noble Judge, and. 
the attorney. 1 only know that neither of them were 
pjinifhed. Kad not fome holidays luckily intervened, 
or had the attorney cxpeded my arrival, the money . 

would have been paid. 

During Trenck's profecution, an advertifement had 
appeared in the Vienna gazette, inviting all who had 
any demands or complaints againfl him, to appear, with 
tlie promife of a ducat a day ; and it is here proper to I 

add, tliat the fam of fifteen thoufand florins were \ 

brought to account,and paid out of the eftate of Trenck. | 

For this fhamcful purpofe fome thoufands of ^rins were j 

paid, befide, to this fpecies of claimants ; and, though | 

after examination, their pretenlions all proved to be 
futile, and thcmfelves were call in damages, yet was 
none of this money ever refunded, or the falfe claimants 
puaiflied. i^gain: Trenck was accufed of having ap- 
propriated the money of the regiment to his own ufe, 
and treated as if convided. A^ter his death a conli- 
' derable demand was, accordingly made. I happened, 
however, to meet with Ruckhardc, his quatler mailer, 
he, with alleverations, declared that, inOread of being j 
indebted to his regiment, the re^ment was more than 
a hundred tlioufand florins indebted to him , ad vifed me ] 
to get atteflations from the captains, and aflured me, ^ ^. 
he, Jiimlclf, would give in a clear ftatemqit of the re- ' J 
giment's accmrats. 

I followed his advice, Haftened to the regiment, and 
obtained fo many proofs, that the quarter mailer of the 
regiment, who, in concurrence with the major, had in i 
reality, pocketed the money, was imprifoned,.and put \ 
in irons. Wliat became of the thief, or the falfe witneis . \ 
afterwards, I know not : I only know that nothing was I 
refunded", that the quarter-mailer found protcAors, de- 
tained thcmon^y, and, fome years after tlws vile a(^i- ^ 
on, purchafed a commiflloa. One inftance more, , "i 

Trenck, -to the corps of infantry he comtnanded, ad- Ij 
ded a corps of huflars, which he railed, and pi*evided 
with tiorfes and accoutrements at his own expcnfe. 
Thefe huflars were ^iibanded after his deat^^ and the 
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horfes afld accoutrements fold by audion. My demand 

on this account, wasupwards of fixty thoufand florins ; 

to which I received ncitlier money nor fupply. He had 

J alfo expended a hundred thoufand florins^ for railing 

tand equipping his three thoufand Pandours ; in confe- 
,, quence of which a (igned agreement had been ^ven him. 

It ^y government, that thefe hundred thoufand florins 
fhomd be repaid to his heir, or he, the heir, ihould re- 
ceive the command of the regiment. The regiment, 
however, at his deceafe, was given to general Simfchen, 
and as for the agreement, care was taken it fhould ne- 
ver come into my hands. Thus thefe hundred thoufand 
florins were loft. 
Yet it has been wickedly afiirmcd he was imprifon- 

. cd in the Spielburg for having embezzled the regiments 
money. 

With refpeft to the money that was to have been 
repaid for improvement of tjie eftates, I mud add, thefe 
eftates were bought at a time when the country had 
been left defolate by the Turks, and the reinftatement 
of fuch places as had fallen into their hands, and the 
creeling of farm-houfes, mills, {locking them with hor- 
fcs, cattle, and feed-corn according to my poor cfti- 
mate, couM not amount to lefe than eighty thoufand 
florins ; but I was' forbidden to go into Sclavonia, and 
the prefident offered, as an indemnification, four thou- 
fand florins. — Every body was aftoniflied, but he with 
the utmoft coolnefs, told me, I muft either accept this 
or nothing. The hearers of this fentence caft their eyes 
up to heaven, and pitied me. I remonftrated, and . 
thereby only made the matter worfe. Grief and anx- 
iety occafioned me to take a journey into Italy, pafling 
through Venice, Rome, and Florence. 

On my return to Vienna, I, by a friendly interfer- 
eoce in behalf of a woman, whofe fears rather than 
guilt, had brought her into danger, became fofpefted 
myfelf, and the very oflicious ;oiScers of the police had 
meimprifoned, as a coiner, without the leail grounds 
for any fiich accufation, except dieir own furmiles. I 
•was detained, unheard, nine days, and when having- 
hccn beard, I had entirely juftifed myfelf, was again- 
reared to liberty ; public declaration was then made. 
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in the gazette, Aatthtf officers of the police had aft€d 
too precipitately. 

This was tlie fktisfaiflion granted, bat this did not 
content me. J tiircatencd the cotincellor by whom my 
charadler had been fo afperfecl ; and rheemprcfs^condc- 
fcending to mediate, beftowed on me » captaiaihip of 
cavalry, in the C orc^ova Cniraffiers. 

Diitontcnt ted me to join my regnnctft m Hungary. ' 

Here I gained the applaufe ofmy cok)ne'l, co^isf l^tet* 
toni, Who l^mfelf told the empreft, I, more than>ai»y 
other, had contrib^Jted to the forrtiirtg of theregimwnc* 
It may well her imagmed how a mftnlike mejaccoftoin- 
cd as I hj^d been, to the firft company of the firft coflrts, 
muft' pafs my time among the Carpathian mountains, 
where neither fociety nor goisd' books were to be founds 
nor knowledge, of which 1 was enamoured, improved. 
Tlie converfation of count B6tt6ni,and the chaie, toge- 
ther with the love of the general of the regiment) old', 
lield-marflial Cordgva, were 'my only refources ; tht 
pcrfbcutions, neglect, and even cotitempt, I received- 
at Vienna, were iUll the fame. 

In the year i fs 4, and themonth of March> my mother^ 
died in Praffia, and I requefted permtflion of the court' 
that held tlie inheritance of Trenck, as' virfidtfi commif- • 
fum^ to take a journey to Dantzic, tofettle fmne fami- 
ly aflfeirs with my brothers and fifter, my eftates beidg ; 
confilcated. This pcrmi{H©n:was granted, and tMtlieF • 
I went in May. 

My principal intent, however; was a Journey to Pe- ' 
terfb itg , there to feek the advice and aid of my friends^ * 
for Ikwand perfecution were not yetend^dat Vieniwi, . 
and my- captain's pay and fmall income were* ftarteijr- 
fufEcientlo defray the charges of attornies and coub^ 
fellots . 

It is here moft wortliy'of remark, that I was told* by 
prince Perdinatxd of Bninfwic governor of Magdeburg, 
lie had received order s to prepare my prifon at Magde-- 
burg, before I fet oat from Hungary. 

Nay, more, it had been written from VientKi to Ber- - 
Hn, that the king muft beware of Tretick, for that' he > 
would be at Dantzic at the time when the king ^as ta f 
vifit; his camp in Prulfiav . . 
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I was immediately vifited by my brothers and fil- 
ter on my arrival at Dantzic, where we lived happy 
in- each other's company during a rortnifi;ht, and as 
amicable partition was made ot my mother's efie*^*^: 
^ my fiiler pcrfedly juftitied herfelf concerning the ma»- 
ner in which I was obliged to,iiy from her hoiilc in the 
year 1 746 '; our parting was kind> and as a brother and. 
iiiler oagbt to part. 

Our only acquaintance in Dantzic was the Auftrian 
jwfident M. Abrainfon, to ' whom I broneht letters of 
recommendation from Vienna, and whofe reception o£ 
«S was polite even to extravagance. 

This Abramfon was a Pruliian born, and h^d never 
fecn Vienna, but obtained hb then oHice by the recom- 
mendation of count Befluchef, without fecurity for his 
good cfmdu(ft, or proof of his good morals, heart or. 
head. He was in clofe connexion with the Pruflian re- 
fidcnt Rciraer, and was made the inflrument of my ruiiv 

Scarcely had my brothers and fitter departed, before 
•I determined to make a voyage by (ea to Rnffia. A* 
bramfbn contrived a thoufana artifices, by which he de- 
tained me a week lon^r in Dantzic, that he In conjunc'* 
tionwith Reimcr,nu^tmakc the necefiary preparatir 
ons. 

The king p£ Pruffia had demanded that the magiili. 
trates of Dantzic fhonld deliver .me up^ but this could^ 
not be done without offending the Imperial court, I beS- 
ing a commiifioned officer in that fervice, with profW 
pai%orts : it was therefore probable that this negocia- 
tion required letters jQioula pa(s and repailb : and for 
this reafon, Abramfon was employed to detain me fome 
days fonger, till by the lafl letters from Berlin; die ma- 
giftrates of Dantzic were induced to violate public 
Eiety and the laws of nations. Abramfon I coniidercd? 
as my heft friend, and my perfonas in perfeft fecurity ; . 
he had therefore no difficulty in jperfiiading me to ft ay. 

The day of fugpo&d departure o^ board a Swediih 
(hip for Riga approached, and the deceitful' Abramfon 
proimfed me to lend one of his fervant* to the port to 
know the hour. At four in the afternoon he told me 
he hadhiitifelf fpokento the captaiti, who faidhe ihbuld^ 
not fail till the next day ; adding that he, Abramfon^ , 
vpuld exped me to breakfaft^ and would thea accosdi^ 
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pauy me to tliff v^eflcl. I felt a fecret inquietude, which 
jnawie me dclirous of leaving Dantidc, and immediately 
to fend all my baggage and lleep on board. Abramfon 
preventerl me, dragged me almoft forcibly along -with 
him» telling me he hadmuch.company, and that I mnft 
abfolutcly dine and fup at hishouie : accordingly I did 
not return to my inn till eleven at night. 

I was but juft in bed when I heanl a knocking at my 
door^ wMch was not flmt, and two of thc_ city magif- 
trates,.with twenty grenadiers, entered my chaaiber, 
andfurrounded my bed fa fnddenly timt I had' mrttime 
to take my arms amideffend myfefe My three fortrantft 
liad been fecured, and I was told that the moft worthy 
magiftracy of Dantzic was obliged to deliver me up, 
as.adelinnuent to his majefty the kin^ of Pruffia. 

They filently conduced mfito the city prifon, where 
I remained twenty four hours. Abont noon Abramfbn 
came to viiit me, affefted: to be in^itely concerned 
and enraged, and- affirmed. he had ftrongiy protefted 
againft^ the illegality of this proceecMiig to the raaaif- 
tracy., aa I . was aidhKilly ia the AtiQrian fervice ; but 
4:hat they. had anl\vercd' him^ the court of Vienna had 
aSGorded tlicm a precedent, for that in the yea» 175a, 
they had done the fame hy the two fons of the burgo- 
mafter Rutenberg, of Daaitzic, and that th6refbi>e they 
were judifled iti malting, reprifal ; that likewifb they 
djorOi noit refufe the moft earned re^uefl:> accompanied' 
with threats of tlw king of Pruflla. 
• The plea of retaliation originated a& follows: There 
was^a.kindofQlafe/)f Vienna, the member» qf whicS 
wicre fcizaed'for* having' committed the u.tH\eft€Ktrava- i 
gance and debaucliery, two. o£ whom were the fi>ns of 
the burgomailer llhitenberg, and who were fentcnced 5 
to the pillory. Great fumswere offered by tHe father, 
to avoid* this public difgrace, but ineffedtually r they • 
were punifhed, their punifhment was legal, and had no \ 
fimilarity whatever to my cafe, noi;. could it aay way ^ 
jaftly give pretence of reprifal. -.* * 

Abramfon, who had in reality entered no proteft ^ 
whatc ve r, but ratber excited the m agiftracy , ann a6bed j 
in concert with Reimer, advifed me to put my wrir 
tings and other valuable cffe^fts into his hands, ether- j 
wiie they w^uldbc feized. He knew I iTad received, I 
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I in letters of eiechange from ftiy breakers and fifter, a- 
*, bout feven thoufaad fiorins, and thefe I gave him, but 
J kept my i'lftg, Worth about four thoufand, and fonw 
fixty gameas which 1 had in my purfc. He them em- 
braced me, declared nothing ihould be negledled to cf- 
i fted my immediate deliverance, that even he would 
' raifcthe populace for that purpofe, that I could not be 
given up to the Pruffians in lefs than a week, the ma- 
* giftracy being ftill undetermined in an affair fo ferions, 
and he left me, fhedding abundance of crocodile tears, 
^ JIke the mdft alfeftioinrte of friends. 

The aext niglit two magiftrates 'with their pofle, 
came t« my pinfdn, attended by refident Eeimer, a 
• . Pmflkw officer, and under-.othcers, and into their hands 
' I was delivered. — ^The pillage icftantly began ; Helm- 
ed tore off my ting, Seized rtiy watch, fnu^-nox, and all 
I had, not fo much as fending me a Coat or fliirt from 
my efifefts, after which they put me into a clofe coach 
With three PruHians. The Dantzic guard accorhpani- 
i ed the carriage to the city gate, that w^» opthed to let 
1 ittc pafe, aft^r Which the Dahtzic dragoons efcorted tner 
|i fer as liHilenburg m Pomerania. 

i Thirty Pruflian huflars, commanded by a lieutenant 
f. {tflieved the dragoons at La^rnburg, and thus was I 
[. eib^tted from garrifon to garrifon, till I arrived at 
[ Berlin. 

•» *• Hence it was evidently falfely affirtncd, by the ma- 
giftracy df Dantzic, and the confpirator Abramfon, 
ivbo wrote in his dwn excufe to Vienna, that my fei- 
*^ TXLTc tnuft be attributed wholly to my own imprudence , 
\ and that I bad expofed myfelf to this arreft, by going 
I withotit the city gates, where I was taken and carried 

Iort"; nor is it lefs aHronlihing that the court of Vienna 
ihould n^fi. hstve denKinded fatisfadbidn for the treachery 
. of the l>antzickef s towards an* Aufttian oificcr, I having 
k incontrovertible proved this treachery after I* had re- 
gaine<i my liberty. Abrain (on indeed they could not 
pani(h» for during my tmprHf>nment he had quitted 
the Auilrian for the Prufliau f?rvice, where he had gra- 
^ dually become fo contemptible, that in the year I74(>, 
when 1 was i'rieafed fi 0111 my imprifomtient, he wa.'? 
' ftimfelf imprifoiicd in the houle of corrediori ; andhh 
wife lately f« rich, was- obliged- to beg lier bread. 
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Thns have I generally lived to fee the fall of my be- 
trayers ; and thus have 1 found, that witliout indulg- 
ing perfonal revenge, virtue and fortitude muft at 
lengtn triumph over the calumniator and the defpot. 

1 was efcorted from garrifon to garrifon, -which were 
didant from each other two, tliree,or at moft^ five miles: 
wherever 1 came 1 found compaflion and refpeft. The 
detachment of huflars only attended me two days ; it 
confifted of twelve men and an oificer, who rode with 
me in the carriage. 

The Vourth day I arrived at , where the duke 

of Wirtemberg, father of the prefent grand dutchefs 
of Ruflia was commander, and where his regiment was 
in quarters. The duke converfed with me, w^s much 
moved, invited me to dine, and detained me all the day, 
where 1 was not treated as a prifouen I fo far gained 
his efteem tliat 1 was allowed to remain there the next 
day : the cliief perfons of the place were, affembled, 
ani the dutchefs, whom he hadiatcly married, teftificd 
every mark of pity and elleem. I ftaid dinner with 
him alfo on the third day ; after -v^rhich I. departed in 
an open carriage without e&or.t, attended only by^a 
lieutenant of his regiment. . ^ 

I muft relate this event circumftautially, for it not * 
only proves the juil and noble character of the duke^ 
but like wife that there are moments in which the brave. ! 
may appear cowards, the clear-lighted blind, and the * \ 
wife fooliCi ; nay, one might almoft be l«d to conclude i 
. from this, that my impnfonment at^Magdeljupg wjas \ 
the confecjuence of predeftination, fuice 1 remained ri- . -I 
vetted in ftupor, indefpair of fuggeftions, forebodings, 
and favourable opportunities. Who but muft beaffo- 
tiifhed, having read the daring effof ts I m^de at Glatz, * 
at tliis ftrange infenfibility ,: now in the very cnifis. of jny 
fate ? I afterward was convinced it was the intention I 
of the noble-minded duke, that I ihoold efcape, and | 
that he muft have given particular orders to the fac- 1 
ceflive officers. He w.ould prob^y have . willingly 
fubjcvfted himfelf to the reprimands vf Frederic;, if I 
would have taken te flight. Tjic journey tliro^gh the 
places where his regiment wa<i ftationed continued fivo 
days, and I every where palled the evenings in th« 
company of the oiQcers, the kindnefs of whom was un-< 
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} bounded. I flept in their quarters without fcntinels, 
and travelled in their carriages without other miard 
than a (ingle officer in the carriage. In various places 
j the hi^road was not more than two, and fomctimes 
; one mile from the frontier road, therefore nothing 
! could have been cafier than to have efcaped ; yet did 
the fame Trcnck, who in Glatz had cut his way through 
^ thirty men to obtain his freedom, that Trcnck, who 
had never been acquainted with fear, now remain four 
days bewildered, and unable to come to any determin- 
ation. 

In a finall gaYrifon town I lodged in the houfe of a 
captain of cavalry,, and continually was treated by him 
with every mark of friendfhip. After dinner he rode 
at the head of his fquadron to water the horfe unfad- 
^ died. I remained alone in the houfe, entered the lia- 
ble, iaw three remaining horfes with faddles and bri* 
dies : in my chamber was a fword and a pair of piftols. 
1 I had but to mount one of the 'horfes and fly at the 
J oppofite g^te. I meditated on the projeft, and almod 
P refolved to put it in execution, but prcfcntly became 
/ Imdetermined by foine fecret impulfe. The captain 
I returned ibnie time after, and appeared furprifed to 
^ * find me ftill there. The next day he accompailied ine 
t alone in his carriage. We came to a forert ; he faw 
t • fome champignons, flopped, aikcd me to alight and 
! help to gather them. He ftrayed more than a hundred 
» paces from me, and gave me entire liberty to fiy ; yet, 
^ notwithftanding all this, I voluntarily returned, fuflcr- 
: ing myfclf to be led like a fheep to the flaughter. 

I Was treated fo well, and cfcorted with fo much neg- 

Iligence, that I fell into a grofs error. Perceiving 
they coBVcyed me (Iraight to Berlin, I imagined the 
kinff wifhed to queftion me concerning the plan form- 
ed for the wat, whrch was then on the point of break- 
ing out. This plan I perfcftly knew, the fecret cor- 
reipohdence of Bcftuchef having allpa^d through my 
haMS, which circumftance was much better known at 
Berlin than at Vienna. Confirmed in this opinion, and 
far from imagining the fate that awaited me, I remain- 
- ed irrcfolate, infenfible, and blind to danger. 

After four days march I quitted the diftridt under 
the command of the duke of Wirtcmberg, and was de- 
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livered op to tlie firik garrifon of iiifatits^y ct Coflin. 
The laft of the WiJ-tcmbcrg officers -when taking leave 
of me, appeared to be greatly Kftettecl ; and from thli 
moment till I came to Berim^ I was put under a ^ong 
cfcort, »nd the given orders were rigoroufly obfei-vcC 

Arrived here, I was lodged over the grand guard- 
houle with two fentlnels in my chamber, and one at the 
door. The .king was at Potfaam, and here I remained 
three days ; on. the third fome (laiF officers made their 
appearance, feated themfelves at a table, and piit the 
following queftions tame. 

Firft, What was my bufmeis at Dantzie ? 

Secondly, Whether I was acc^uaintcd with M. Goltz, 
Fruilian ambaifador in Kuffia f 

Thirdly, Who was concerned with me in the con- 
fpiracy at Dantzic ? 

When I perceived their intentions by thefe interro- 
gations, I abioiutely refufed toreply, only Ciying I had 
been imprifoned in the fortrefi of Clatz without hear- 
ing or trial by coiirt-martiil ; that availing ntyfelf of 
the laws of nature, I had by my own exertions procur- 
ed my liberty, and that I was now a captain of cavalrjr 
in the Imperial fervice ; that I demanded a legal trial 
for my ferft unknown offences, after -which I engaged ' 
to anrwer all interrogatories and prove my innocence : 
t>i|t that at prefent, being accufed of new crimes with- | 
iout a hearing concerning my former puniihment, the 1 

procedure was llle^l. I was told they had no orderjs I 

concerning this, aim 1 remained dumb to all further I 

queOians. 

The y wrote (bme two hours, God knows what. A i 

carriage came up : 1 was ftridly fearcbed to find wbe-> j 

ther I had any weapons : thirteen or fourteen ducats 
which I had concealed were taken from me ; and I 
was conduced under a ftrongefcort through Spandau 
to rv'agjdchurg. The officers herip delivered me up to 
.the captain of the guard at the citadel.: the town- ma- 
jor i:vr:e rind brought me to the di« .geon cxpi*eisly 
prcpaed for me. A fmall picture of the couutei^ of 
JBefticlief, fct with dhimonds, which I ha4 Kei*! con-^ 
cciilcd in my bofoin, was now taken from me : L{i« dottr 
was flmt, and here was 1 left. ' 
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My diuiseon was in a cafemate, the fore part of 
Which fix teet wide and ten feet long, was d^yrdcd by 
a party Wall. In the inner wall were two do6rs>and 
a third at the entrance of the cafemate itfelf. The 
window in the fevcn feet thick wall was fo iituatcd*, 
tliat though I had light, I could fee neither heaven nor 
cardl'; I could oidy fee the roof of the magazine. 
"WithUl and without this window were iron bars, and 
in the ipace Between an iron grating, fo clofc and fo 
iituaCed by the rlfing of the walls, that it was impoffi- 
ble I fhould (ee any perfon without the prifon, or that 
any peribn fhould fee me. On the o'utfide was a wood- 
en paliiadoe fix feet from the wall, by which the fenti- 
ncls were prevented from conveying any thing to me. 
I had a mattrefs and a bedfiead, but which was im- 
tnoveably ironed to the floor, fo that it was impoflible 
I (hould drag it and ftand up to the window. Be fide 
the door w,as a fniall iron flove and a night-table, in 
like manner fixed to the floor. I was not yet put In 
irons, and my allowance .was a pound and a half per 
day ofamm unit ion bre^ad, and a jug of water. 

From my youth I had alwayi had a good appetite, 
and my bread was fo mouldy I could fcayccly at firft eat 
the half of it. -This was the confequenc6 of majoi- 
Riedihg's avarice, who endeavoured to profit even by 
thisyfo great was the number of attfortunate priton^rs ; 
therefore it is impofii1»Ie 1 ftould' deftribe to my r«t- 
disr the^excei^ iif tortures, that during eleven months 
Ifelt from ravenous hunger. I could eafily every day 
have devoured fix pounds of bread ; and every twenty 
four hours after having received aird fwallowed my 
(mall portion, Icontinued as hungry as before I began,^ 
yet tnufi wait another twenty -four hours for a new 
morfej. How willingly would I have figped a bill of 
exchange for a thoufand ducats on my property at Vi- 
enna, only to have fatiated my hunger on dry bread ! 
For ^, extreme was' it, that fcarcely had Tdropt into 
a . fweet flcep, before I dreamed I was feafting at fome 
table ItDcurioufly loaded, where, eating like a glutton, 
the whole company were afionifiied to fee me, while 
my iina^atibn Was heated hy the fenfation of famine. 
Awakened by the pains of hunger the difiie.^ vaniflied,' 
and nothing remained but the reality of|m>^ d^efi !> 
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le cravings of nature were but inflamed j my tortures 
-evented lleep, and looking into ftiturity, thcf cruelty 
*my fate fafFered if polfible increafe, from imagiiusg 
lat the prolongation of pangs like ihefe was mfup- 
)rtablc. My hunger increafed cv<ry day ; and, of 
1 the trials of fortitude my whole lite has afforded, 
is of elevep months was the moft bitter. 
Petitions, remonftrances, were of no avail ; the an- 
rer was — " We muft give no more, fuch is the king's 
mmand." — The governor general Borck, born the 
lemy of man, replied, when I entreated at leaft to 
Lve my fill of bread, " You have feafted often enough 
It of the fervice of plate taken from the king by 
renck at the battle ot Sorau ; you muft now eat am- 
mition bread in your dirty kennel. Your cmprc6 
akes no allowance for your maintainance, and you 
c unworthy of the bread you eat/* 
My three doors were kept ever fliut, and I was left 
fuch meditations as fuch feelings anct fuch hopes 
ight infpire. Daily about noon, once in twenty four 
>urs, my pittance of bread and water was brou^t. 
lie keys ot ail the doors were kept by the governor ; 
e inner door was not opened, but my bread and wa* 
r were delivered through an aperture. The prifon 
'ors were opened only once a week, on a Wedncfflay, 
len the governor and town majpv, xny hole having 
en firft cleaned, paid their vifit. 
Having remained thxis two months^ and obferveo 
is method was invariable, I began to execute a pro- 
a which I had formed, of the poffibility of whKbl 
IS convinced. 

Where the m^t-table and ftove ftood, the floor was 
icked, and this paving extended to the wall ^^*^. / 
rated my cafemate from the adjoiningone, in which 
IS no prifoner. My window was only guarded by » 
tgle fentinel ; I therefore foon found among thofiJ 
10 fucceflively relieved guard two kind-hearted f«' 
wrs, who dedbribed to me the fltuation of my P"'^ * 
nee I perceived I might efFed my efcape, could loot 
netrate into the adjoining cafemate, the door <* 
lich was not fliut. ^ Pr«vided I had a friend and ^ 
at waiting for me at the Elbe, or could I fwipi acrow 
at river, Sie couiiiijes of Saxony yfevt but a mil« "^^' 
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•Iworted through the iron eighteen inches long, by 
^kh* the nij^t-tablc was faftened, and broke otf the ' 
cHnchingA of the nails>but prefer ved thtir headvS^ that 
I might put theiii«ag^ain iii their places^ and all miglt 
appear fecure to my weekly viiltors. This procni cd 
me tools to raife up the brick floor, under whl»:h 1 foui.d 
earth. My firft attempt was to work a hole through 
the wall (even feet thick, behind, and con cealcJ bv 
the night-table. The firft layer was of brick. 1 at- 
tcrwards came to large hewn ftones, 1 cndcavo!ired^ 
accurately to number andVemember the brivks, l.'Lh 
of the flooring and^the'wullj fo that I nnglit replace • 
them, and all mi^t appear fafe. This has ing accon:- 
plifhed I proceeded.' 

. The day precedhvg vifit^tioir all was carciiiilj- re- 
placed, and the intervening. mortar as carefully prc- 
ferved ; the wliole had probably been while waihed a 
hundred times -, and that I might fill up all remaining , 
mterftices, I pounded the w^iite ftulFthis afFordtd; Vet- 
ted it, made a bruih of my haii*^ then applied this 
rlaiftcr, wafhedit oyer that the colour mi^tbt uoi- 
ibrm, and afterwards (Iri^pCilinyrelf and fat with my 
naked hody againft the pUce, by the heat of which it 
wasdtied. 

While labouring I placed the flones and bricks upon 
my beddead, and had they taken the precnniion to 
come at any other time of the week, the ftated Wed. . 
ocfday excepted, I had inevitably been difcovercd , . 

I but as no fuch ill accident befel tnt, in fix months my' " 
Herculean labours gave me a profpedt of fuccefs. 

Means were to be found to remove the rubb'i fn frota 
my prifon ; all of which, in a wall fo thick, it was im- • 
pomble to replace : mortal? and ftone Could not be re- 

i moved^ I, therefore, took'the earth, fdattered it about 

. n|y chamber, and ground it under my feet the whole 
day, till I had Vcd'uced it to d\ift ; this diift T flrewed in 
the aperture of my window, making ufe of the loofcnod *< 

I nighr -table to (land upon. I tied fplinters from my bed- 
ftead together, with the ravelled yarn of an old llock- 
•iiiii;, and to this affixed a turf of my balr. 1 worked a 
lar^rc hole under the middle gratinff, which could not* 
be feea^when (landing on the ground, and through this ^ 

Ii pufiifdiny diift witti the t6ol I had pvep^rcd ta -tk;;'" 
la- 
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outer window, then, waiting till the wind fiiould hap- 
pen to rife, during the night I brufliedit away, it was. 
blown ofF, and no appearance remained on the outfide^ 
By this fingje expedient, I rid myfclf of at leall three 
hundred weight of earth, and thus made room to con- 
tinue my labours ; yet, this being ftill infufhcient, I 
had recourfe to anodier artifice, which was, to knead 
up the earth in the form of faufages to refemble the hu- 
man fjeces : thefe I dried, and when the prifoner came 
to clean my dungeon, haftily toiled them into the night- 
table, and thus mfencumbered myfelf of a pound or two 
more of earth each week. I, further made little balls 
and when the feniinel was walking, blew them through 
a" paper tube, out of the window. Into the empty 
Ipace I put my mortar and ftones, and worked on luc-* 
ceflively. 

I cannot, however defcribe my difficulties, after ha- 
ving penetrated about two feet into the Jiewn llone* 
My tools were the irons 1 had dug out, which failened 
my bedftead and nieht- table. A compaflionate foldier 
alfo,gave me an ola iron rararod,and a foldier 's fkeath 
knife, which did me excellent fervice, more efpecially 
the latter. With thefe, too, I cut fplintcrs from my 
bedftead, which aided me to pick the mortar fronx llic 
interftices of the ftone j yet the labour of penetratinjg 
through this fevenfect wall was incredible. The build- 
&?K ^^^^ ancient, and the mortar, occafionally, quite pe- 
jriiied^fo that the whole ftone was obliged to be reduced 
joduft. After continuing my work, unremittingly, for - 
fix months, I, at length, approached the accoaij^ifh- 
ment of my hopes, as I knew by coming to the facing 
of the brick, which now, was only between me and the 
adjoining cafement. 

Mean time, I found opportunili^ to ipeak to fome of 
thefentinels, among whom was an old grenadier cal- 
led Gef hardt, whom I here name, becaufe he difplay^ 
ed qualities of the greateft, and moft noble kind. From 
him t learned the exaft fituation of my prifon, and eve- 
ry circumftanciB that might heft conduce to my escape, 
- Nothing was wantingbut money to buy a boat, and 
croffing the Elbe with Gefhardt, to take refuge in Sax- 
ony. By Gefbardt's means, I became acquainted with 
a kind hearted girl, a Jewefs, and a native of Defiau,. 
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Efther Heyinannin byname^ whofc father kad been ten 
years in prifon. This good^ compaflionate maiden, 
whom I had never (een won over two other grenadiers, 
who gave her an ojjporunity of fpeakine to me every 
time mey ftood fentinel. By tying my ^linters toge- 
ther, i made a ftick long enough to reach beyond the 
pali4does that were before my window, and thus ob- 
tained paper ^ another knife, and a file. 

I now wrote to my fifter, defcribed my fifuation^and 
intreatedherto remit three hundred rix dollars to th# 
Jewefs, hoping, by this means, I might efcape from 
my prifon. 1 'Wrote another a^edlins letter to count 
Puebla, the Auilrixil ambaHador at Benin^in which was 
incloied a draught for a thoufand florins, on my effedts 
at Vienna, deSring him to remit thefe to the Jewefi, 
having promifed her that fum as a reward for her fide- 
lity. She was to bring the three hundred rix dollars 
my lifter fhould fend to me, and take meafiires, with 
the grenadiers, to facilitate my flight, which nothing 
ftemed able to prevent, 1 havms wie power either to 
break into the cafement, or, aided by the grenadiers 
and the Jewels, to cut the locks from the £ors, and 
that way, efcape from my dungeon. The letters were 
open, I being obliged to roll them round the flick to> 
convey them to Efther. 

The faithful girl flraiehtway proceeded to Berlin, 
where flie arrived fafe,and, immediately fpoke to count 
Puebla. The count gave her the kindefl reception, re- 
ceived the ktter of exchange, and bade her go and fpeak 
to Weingarten, the fecretary of the embafly, and aft 
entirely as he Ihould <lired. She was received by him 
in the moft friendly manner, who by his quelHons, drew 
from her the whole fe<;ret, and our intended plan of 
fii^t, aided by the twd grenadiers, and, alfo, that fhe 
had a letter for my fifter, which (he muft carry to Ham* 
mer near Cuftrin. He aiked to fee this letter, read it, 
told her to proceed on her journey, gave her two ducats 
to bear Jier expenfes, ordered her to come to him on 
her return, faia that during this interval he would en- 
deavour to obtain her the thoufand florins for my 
draught, and would then give her further inflruAions. 

Eftlier cheerfully departed for Hammer, where my 
After, then a widow, and no longer in dread of her buf- 
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band, joiyftd to hear I was ftill livitfg, immediately gavr 
•.er the three hundred rixdoikrs, exhorting her t© ex- 
ert every poflible means to obtain my deliverance: 
Efthf r hai^ned back with t^e letter from my fitter tr 
me to Berlin^ and told all that had pafied'^to Weingar- 
ten,who read the letter, and ^nqutrtd * the njames of 
the two greradicrs. He told her the thouiknd^orins^ 
from Vienna were not ytt cwne, htit gave her twelvr 
ducats, bade her hafteu back to Magdeburg to carry me 
all this good news> and then' to retom' to Bei&; 
where he would pay her the thou(and Horins: Efther 
came to Magdeburg, went imme^Ifttelt' to the citadel^ 
and, mcfl luckiiy>metthrwifcof oTveotthcgrcnadien, 
who told her tjiat her hjfband anu his cdmradchsd' 
been taken and put in irons the day b <?fore ; Efflier had' 
quicknefs of perception, andAifpe^ed we had been be- 
trayed : (he therefore inftantly aeain began her tra- 
vels , and haMitJy came fafe to Def&u. 

Here I m«yr interrupt my narrative, that I may ex* 
p4aln this infernal enigma to my readers, an account bt 
which I received after I had obtained my freedom, aiid' 
ftill podefsin the hand-writmg of this jewefe. Wein- 
gartctiy asafterwardsdifcovcred, wtis a traitor, and too 
much truAedby count Puebla, he being a fpy in the pay 
of Pniffia, and who had revealed to the caurt of Berlin, 
not only the fecrets of the Imperial embafly, but alfo 
the whole plan of the proje^flcd war.— For this reafonhe 
afterwards, when war broke out, remained at Berlin, 
in the Pruflianfervice. His reafon for betraying me 
was, that he might fccure the thoufand florins which I ' 
had drawn for on Vienii^i ; for tiic receipt of the 2<rh 
of May, 1755, attefts tiiat the fum was paid by the ad- 
miniftrators of my eifects to count Puebla, and has fincc * 
been brought to account ; nor can I believe tliat Wein-' 
garten did not appropriate this fum to hiuifclf , (ince I 
cannot be perfuaded the ambailador would commit liich ' 
anafbion, although the receipt is in hh hand -writing, 
as may eafily be demonftrated it being now in tny pof-' 
feflion. Thus did Weingarten, that he mi^ht dot^m a 
thoufand florins, with impunity, bring new t'riis\tt>on 
me, and upon mv filler, which occafioned her prrnia-** 
tare death; cauted one grenadier to nln the g^^y.iiict- 
three fucccfiive days, and another to be hong. 



BARON F. TRENCK. 105 

[ Efiher alone eicaped, andfince gave me an elucidati- 

[ en of die yivhole aiFair. The report at Magdeburg 

was, that a Jewefs had obtained money from my fifter 

and bribed two grenadiers, and that one of thefe had 

I traftcd, and been betrayed by his comrade. The truth 

however is as I have dated ; my account book exifts> 

' and the Jewefs is ftill alive. 

. Her poor impriibned father was punifh^d with more 
than a hundred blows, to make him declare whether 
his daughter had intruded ^im with the plot, or if he 
knew whither flie was fled ; and mifcrably died in fet- 
ters. 
I had heard nothing of whau had happened for fdm« 
i days ; at length however it was tli« hone il Gefhardt's 
, turn to mount guard ; but the pofls being doubled, 
and two additional grenadiers placed before my door^ 
j explanation was exceedingly difficult. He however 
I in fpite of precaution found means to inform me what 
.' had happened to his two unfortunate comrades . 
j The king came to a review at Magdeburg, when he 
I vifited the Star Fort, and commanded a new cell to be 
r immediattely made, prefcribinghimfclf the kind of iron» 
hy whitfe I wa» t^be j^cure£ The honeft. Gcf hardt 
heard the officer fay this cell was meant forme ; cave 
me notice of it, but aflurcd me it could not be ready in 
lefc tl^n a month. I therefore dctcmmied as foon ai 
pofllbleta complete my breach in the wall, and efcape 
without the aid of any otoe. The thing was poffible r 
for I had twitted the hair of my mattrcfs into a rope^ 
which I meant to tie to a cannon, and defcend the ram- 
part; after which I might fwim acrofs the Elbe, gain 
the Saxon frontiers, and thus fafely efcape. 
[ On the 26th of May I had determined to break into 
the next cafemate ; but when I came to work at the 
bricks, I found them fo hard and ilrongly cemented, 
that I was obliged to defer the labour to the follow- 
mg day. I Ifeft off weary and fpcnt at day-break, and 
^ouldany one enter my dungeon, they mufl infallibly 
difcover the breach. 

The 27th of May was a cruel day in the biftory of - 
my life. My cell in the Star Fort bad been finifced 
fooner than Gcf hardt had fuppofed ; and at night »whert 
I waspirepariip.g to fly, I heard a carriage ftop befpre^y 
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priibxi. O God ! -what was ray terror, what wcrr the . 
horrors of this moment of defpair ! The locks and bolts 
refoundedy the doors flew open^ and the laft of my poor 
remaining refoiirces was to conceal my knife. The 
town-major, the major of the day, and a captain enter- 
ed ; 1 faw them by the li^t of their two lanterns. 
The only words they fpokc were, " Dreis yourfelf ;'' 
which was immediately done. I ftill wore the uniform 
of the regiment of Cordova.— ^Irons were given me, 
which I was obliged myfclf to fallen on my wrifts and 
ancles : the town-major tied a bandage over my eyes, 
and taking me under the arm they thusxondii^^ed me 
to the carriage. It was rieceffary to pafS through the 
city to arrive at the Star Fort : all was filent, except 
the noiie of the edort ; but wheft we entered Magde- 
burg I heard die people running, who were crowding 
together to obtain a nght of me. Their curiofity was 
raifedby the report that I was going to be beheaded. 
That I was executed on this occafionin the Star Fort, 
after having been conduced blind-fold through the ci- 
ty, has fince becn«both athrmed^and written, and the 
officersshad i then orders to.f^'opagate this error, that 
the world*mieht remain lir-uttcr ignorance concendng 
me. I indeed knew othcrwife, thou^ I affe^ed^wt to> 
have this knowledge ; and as I was not gagged, I be- 
haved as if I expected death ; reproached my conduc- 
tors in language that evea made them ihudder, and 
painted their king in his true colours, as one who, un- 
heard, had condemned an innocent fubjed by a defpotic 
exertion of power. 

My fortitude was admired, at the moment when it 
was mppofed'^I thoughtmyfelf leading to execution. No 
one replied, but their fighs intimated their corapaffion : 
certain it it, fe\CiPnrfl[ians willingly execute fuch com- 
mands. The carriage at length (lopped, and I was 
' brought into my new cell. The bahdage was taken 

from my eyes : the dungeon was lighted by a few 

torches . God of heaven ! what were my feelings wlieti 
I beheld the floor covered with chains, a fire-pan, smd 
two grim men (landing with their (hiith-hammf rs ! 
♦ '*##* ■# * #'##^ #*"*•♦ 

To work went thefe engines of dclpotifm ! Enor- 
mous chains were fixed to my ancle at.oikc enE^:aud at 
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ibJs othtr to a ring which^was mcoiaparatcd in the wall. 
This ring was three feet from the ground, and only al- 
lowed me to move about two or tliree feet to the right 
and Idt. They next rivet ted another huge iron xmg 
of a hand's breadth round my naked body, to which 
bung a chain fixed into an iron bar, as thick as a man's 
ann. Tbis.bar was two feet in length, and at each 
end/ of it was a hand-cuff. The iron collar round my 
i|cck was not added till the year 1 756. 
**##» *#% *** •**» 

* No foul bade me good night. — All retired in dread- 
fill filence ; and I heard the horrible grating of four 
doors^ that were fucceffively locked and bolted upon 
me! 

O God ! thou alone knoweft how my heart, void as 
it was of guilt, beat at this moment. There fat 1 def- 
titute alone in thick darknels, upon the bare earth, 
with a weight of fetters infupportdslc to nature, tliank- 
ing thee that diefe cruel men had not difcovered my 
knife, by which my mifcries might yet fmd an end. 
Death is a laft certain refuge that can indeed bid defi^ 
ancc to the rage of tyranny. What (hall I lay ? how 
fhall I make the reader feel as I then felt I how de- 
fcribc my defpondency, and yet account for that latent 
impuife that withhela my hand on this fatal, this mi- 
firsble night ? 

Such were my meditations ; fuch my ni^t-tho«rixts. 
Day at length returned : but where vfas its fpleuoor ? 
Fled — 1 beheld it not ; yet was its glimmering ob&u- 
my liifficient to fhow mc what was my dungeon*' 

in breadth it was about ^ight feet ; in length ^en. 
Near mc once more ftood a night-table , in a corner 
^was a feat four bricks broad, on which I might fit and 
recline aeainft the wall, Oppofitc the ring to which 
I W2S faucned, the light was admitted through a femi- 
circular apertore, one foot high, and two m diameter. 
1 Ilia apcrttlre a(tended to the centre of the wall, which 
was fix feet thick ; and at this central part was a c^ofc 
ii'on praim^ from which outward the aperture dc- 
fi^encf*^ -i.-.d its two extremities were ajiain feciued 
l>v (Irong iron bars. >5y dungeon was built in the 
^ii^h «f tl|e fortlticatiou, and the aperture, by whkk 
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the light cnteredj, was fo covered by the wall of the 
rampart, that inClead of finding immediate paflage, the 
light only gained admidion by reflection. Tliis, confi- 
dering the fmallnefs of the aperture, and the impedi- 
ments of grating and iron bars, muft needs make the 
obfcurity great ; yet my eyes in time became fo accuf- 
tomed to this glimmering, that I could fee a moiife 
run. In winter, however, when the fun did not fliine 
into the ditch it was eternal night with me. Between 
the bars and the grating was a glafs window, with a 
fmall central cafement, wliich might be opened to ad- 
mit air. My night-table was daily removed, and bc- 
fide me flood a jug of wates. The name of TTEIENCK 
was built in the wall in red brick, and under my feet 
was a tombftone with the name of TRENCK alio cut 
on it, and carved with a death's head. The doors to 
my dungeon were double, of oak, two inches thick; 
without thefe was an open (pace or front cell, in which 
was a window, and this fpace was like wife fliut in my 
double doors. The ditch in -which this dreadful den 
was built, jjras cnclofed on both fides by palifadoes, 
twelve feet high, the key of the^oor of which was in- 
truftcd to the officer of the guard, it being the king's 
intention to prevent all poffibility of Ipeech or commu- 
nication with the fentinels. The only motion I had 
the power to make, was that of jumping upward, or 
> -Swinging my arms to procure myfelf warmth. Wlien 
more accuftomed to thefe fetters, 1 was likcwife capa- 
ble of moving them from fide to fide, about four feet, 
hpt this pained my fhin bones. 

J 'he cell had been finifiied with lime and plaiftcr 
eleven days, and every body fup^dfed it would be 
impoliible I (hould exift in thefe da-tftps above a fort- 
night. I remainedftx months continually immeried in 
water, that trickled upon me from the thick arches un- 
der which I was ; and I can fafely affirm, that for th<5 
firft three months I was never dry ; yet did I contiimc 
in health. I was vifited daily at noon after relieving 
guard, and the doors were then obliged to be left open 
for fome minutes, otherwife the ^ampaeft- of the air 
put out their candles. 

This was my fituation, and here I Ikt defiitute of 
friends, helplefely wretched, preyed on by «!! the tor- 
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tiirie of thought, that continually fuggcfted the moft 
gloomy, the 1110ft dreadful of images. My heart was 
not yet wholly turned to ftone -, my fortitude was 
funken to defpondcncy ; my dungeon was the very cave 
ofdefpair; yet was my arm reitrained, yet was this 
excefs of mifery endured. 

^bout noon my den was opened. Sorrow and com- 
pafiion frere painted on the countenances of my keep- 
ers. Ko one fpoke : no one bade tne good-morrow. 
Dreadful indeed was their arrival ; for unaceuftomed 
to the monftrous bolts amd bars, they were kept re- 
founding for a full half hour, before fuch foul-chilling, 
fuch hope-murdering impediments were removed, it 
was the voice of tyranny that thundered ! 

My night-table was^ taken out, a camp-bed mattrefs , 
and blankets were brought me ; a jug of water ict 
down, and bcfide it an ammunition loaf of fix pounds^ 
■weight. ^ That you no more may complain of hun- 
ger, (aid the town-major, *^ you fliall liavt as much 
oread as you can cat." — The aoor was ihut, and I a- 
gam left to my thou^ts. 

What a ftrange thing is that called happinefs ! Kow 
ihall I exprefs my extreme joy, when after eleven 
months of intolerable hunger, I was again indulged 
with afull feaft of coarfe ammunition bread ! The fond 
lover never njilied more eagerly to the anns of his ex- 
pcding bride ; the famiilied tiger more ravenoufly on 
his prey, than I upon this loaf: i eat, refted, farveyed 
the precious morfel,'eat again, and' abfolau.iy ilicd 

te^rs of pleaforc Breaking bit after bit, I had by 

evening devoured all my loa^ 

Alas ! my enjoyment wasbf fhort duration.— Ff&ofi * 
found that excefs is followed by pain and repentance. 
My fafting h^d weakened ray digeftion and rendered 
it inaftivc. My body fwelled, my water jug was emp- 
tied ; cramps, cholics, and^at length inordinate thirft; 
\ racked me all the night. I began to pour curfes on 
i thofe who fecmed to refine on torture, and after ftarvi 
I ingme fo long, to iiivite me to gluttony. Could I not 
' have reclined on my bed, I fhould iutleed have been 
! driven this night to defperation : yet, even this was 
hut a partial relief i for not accuftomcd to my enor* 
inous tetters, I could not extend myi/it' in tlieni, in tlie ^ 
K 
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iiiRie manner I was afterward taught to do by habit. 
I dragged them, however, lb to^ctlier, as to enable me 
to lit down on the bare uiatireis. This, of all my 
nights of faflering (land? foremoll. When they open- 
td my dungeon next day, tliey found me in a truly pi- 
tiable fiiuation, wondered at my appetite, brought me 
another loaf: I rcfufed to accept it, believing 1 never 
ihould have occalion for breau. They however left 
nie one, gave me water, fhrugged up their fhoulders, 
wifhed me farewell, as, according to all ^ppearance^ 
they never expefted to find me alive, and Ihut all the 
doors, without aiking whether I wifhed or needed far- 
ther alliflance. 

Tlu*ee da) s had pafled before I could again eat a 
morfcl of bread, ana my mind, brave in health, now 
in a fick body, became pufillanimous, fo that I deter- 
mined on death. The irons every where round my 
body, and tlieir weight, were infupportable ; nor could 
1 imagine it was poiiible -I fhould. habituate itiyfelf to 
them, or endure thcui lone enough to exped deliver- 
ance, .Peace was a very cuftant profpeft. The king 
had commanded that fuch a prifon fhould be built, as 
fiioald exvJade all neceflity cif a fentinel, in order that 
I might not coiivoric with, and feduce them from their 
jliity ; and in the firit days of defpair deliverance ap- 
peared impofiible ; and the fetters, the war, the pain 
1 felt, the places the length of time, each circumftance 
f -emed €J^ua11y impoflible to fupport, A thoufand rea- 
.fons convinced me it was neceflary to end my fuflPer- 
,iugs. . • 

ruUofthefe meditations, every minute's patience 
appeared ahiiirdity, and refolution meannefs of foul ; 
yet I wifiicd my mind fliould be fatisfied, that reafon, 
and not rajhncfs, had induced the aft.. , I therefore de- 
termined, that I might examine the queftion icooU^, 
to v/ait a week longer, arid die on the /{t\\ of ]^y* 
In the mean time. I revolved in my mind wliat pofebw 
means there were of efcape, not fearing, n^iked :^^ 
chained, to rufli and expire on tltebayon^ts^of my ene- 
mies. 

The next day I obferved, as the four doors 'were 
opened, that they were only of wood, therefore qucIH- 
onod, v^hether I miglit not even cut off the "locks -svith 
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the knife that I had fo fortunately concealed ; and flioiild 
this and every other means fail, then would be the time 
tb die. I likewife determined to make an attempt 
even to fi:ee myfelf of my chains. I happily forced my 
right hand- through the hand-cufr, though the blood 
trickled from my nails. My attempts on the left were* 
long inetfe dual ; but, by rubbing with a'brick which- 
I g£>t from my feat on the rivet that had been negli- 
gently clofed^ I eiFe<5led this alfo. 

The chain was faftened to a rim round my body by a 
hook, one end of which was not infertcd in the rim :. * 

therefore, by fetting- my foot againft the wall, I had- 
Jlrength enough fe far to bend this hook back, and opew 
h, as to force out the link of the chai|i. The remain- 
iogdrfficulty was the chain that attached my foot to 
the wall : tJie links of this chain I took, dpubled. twift- 
ed, and wrenched, till at length, natitre having bcftow- 
ed on me great ftrength, 1 ntad« a dcfperatc clFort, 
fprang foi'cibly up, and two. links at once flew oiF. 

Fortunate indeed did I think myfelf : I haftencd to i 

tl:e door, groped in the dark to find ^he clinchings of 
tlie nails by which the lock was fallened, and difcover- 
ed^ no very large piece of wood need be cut. Immedi- 
ately I went to 'work with my knife, and cut through 
the oak door td find its thickneft, which proved to be 
only one inch, thcrciore ws^sit polfibfe to open all the 
doors in four and twenty hours. 

A^nw li_ope revived in my heart. To prevent de- ^ 

'f tccTion I hallcned to* put on my chains ; but, t>God ! 
what dMlcuU les had 1 1 o fmnount ! — After much grop- - 
iiip; abviut , I at lenc;th found the Ihik that had {\n\\ a o ,4' :. ,• 

this I hid. It had l>ec-n my good fortune, hiihcrlo, lo 
cfrape examination, a > the j^oiubility of riddino; m) felf 
of fuch chaius was m no >vUe fufpe(5lcd. The icparat- - | 

cd links I ti?d together with my hair ribbon ; but w^hen 
J again endeavoured ro force my hand into the rincv, _ 
it vvasfo fwellcd that every elfort was fruitlefs. The 
.^vhole night was employed upon the rivet, but all la- * 

bourvvas in. vain. . f 

Noon was- the hour of vifitation, and neccflity and- f 

tlanger again obliged mc to attempt forcing my hand' . | 

i». \^likh, at length, after excruciating torture, I ef- 1 

feck^d* Myvifitor-'s came, and every thing had the apt x 
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trance ofarder* I found it, however, impoffiblc t« 
ce out my right hand while it continued i we lied, 
therefore remained quiet till the day fixed, and, 
the determined 4th of July, immediately as my vi- 
^rs had clofed the doors upon me, I difencumbered 
(elf of ni Y irons, took my knife and began my Her- 
man labour on the door. The fir ft of the double doors 
t opened inwards, was conquered in lefs than an 
ir ; the other was a very ditferent tafk. The lock 
s foon cut round, but it opened outwards ; there 
re therefore no other means left, but to cut the 
ole door away above the b^r. 
This incefiant and incredible- labour made poi&ble, 
'Ugh it was the more difficult, as every thing was to 
done by feeling, I being totally in the dark? the 
;at dropt, or rather flowed from my body ; my fin- 
's were clotted with my ownblbod, and my lacerat- 
liands were one continued wound. 
)ay-light appeared : I clambered over the door that 
s half cut away, and got up to the window in the 
ce or cell that was between the double doors, as a- 
^e defcribed. Here I faw my dungeon was in the 
ch i)f the firft rampart : before me 1 beheld the road 
ra the rampart, the guard but fifty paces diftant, 
I the hig^' paiifadoes that were in the ditch, and mud 
fcaled before I could reach the rampart. Hope grew 
mger ; my efforts were redoubled. The firfl of the 
:t double doors was attacked, which opened inward, 
I was foon conquered. The fup fet before I had 
led this, and the fourth was to be cut away as the 
>nd had been. My ftrength failed ; both niy hands 
re raw : I relied a while, began again, and had made 
Jt of afoot long, when my knife fnapt, and the bro-; 
I blade dropt to the ground ! 

5od of omnipotence ! what was I at this moment 1 
is there God of mercies ! was there ever creature 
:hinc more juftified in defpair ? — The moon fhone 
ar : I caft a wild dillradted lookup to hea\*^n •, fciz • 
the broken knife, gafhed through the veyae of niy 
: arm and foot, fat myfelf tranquilly down, aud i^w 
blood ftpw. JNiitiirc. ovcaryo.wcrQd, f;iinied^\i^* | 
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^ k^w not how long I remained flumbering in tlii3 ftattf . 

Suddenly 1 heard my own name, awoke, and again 
. heard the words baron Trenck ? My anfwer was, 
who calls ? And who indeed was it, but my honeft gre- 
nadier, Gef hardt, my former faithful friend in the ci- 
tadel. The good, the kind fellow, had got upon the 
rampart that he might comfort me. 

" How do you do ^" laid Gef hardt. ^^ Weltering 
in my blood," anfwered 1 ; ^< to-morrow you will Jm3 
me dead." Why fliould you die ?*' replied he. << Jt 
is much eafier for you to efcape here than from the cx- 
tadeL -Here is no fentinel, and I ihall foon find means 
1^ fopply you with tools : if you can only break out, 
feive the reft to mfe. — As often as I am on guard I will 
feefe opportunity to fpeak to you. In the whole Star 
Fort tliere are but two fentinels ; the one at the en- 
trance, and the other at the guard-houfe. Do not dcf. 
pair ; God will fuccour you ; truft to me " Tf^jgoccl 
man's kindnels and difcourfe revived my hopes : ffa^ 

' the poflibility of an efcape. A fecret joy diffufcd it- 

felf through my Ifoul. 1 immediately tore my fhirt^ 

i» bound up my wounds, and waited the approach of day ;; 

\ and the fun foon after fhone through the window to 

f mc with unaccuftomed brightnefs. 

r Let the reader judge how far it was chance, how 

far the elfeft of divine providence, that in this dread - 
fol hour my heart again received hope. Who was it 
fentthe honeft Gef hardt at fuch a moment to my pri- 

I Ion ? For had it not been for him, I had certainly when 

^ , I awoke from my flumbers, cut more effeftually through 

i. myarteries. 

f Till noon I had time to conlider what might farther 

, be done : y^t, what could be done, what expefted, but 

that I (hould now be much more cruelly treated, and 
even infupportably ironed than before ) finding, as thry 

\ muft, the doors cut through, and my fetters {bSkcn oft? . 

AfVer mature confideration, 1 therefore made the 

I following rcfolution, which (uccecded happily, and! 

r even beyond my hopes. Before I proceed, however, 

I I will ^eak a few words concerning my then fituatioti. 

' It is bnpoffible to delcribe how much 1 Wias exhauftcd* 

T3ie priibn fwam with blood, and certainly but little 

» Was left in my body. With painful wounds, fwellcd 

, K * 
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and tom hands, I there ftpod ftirdefs j felt «ii inclipsfc.' 
tion to ilcepalinoft irrefiltible, and fcarcely hadftren^th 
to keep my legs, yei Vas I obliged to roiiie myfelf, 

. that I might execute my plan. 

With tlie bar that feparated tny hands I looiened 
the bricks ofmy feat, which bcingnewly laid, Was ea- 
fily done, and heaped them up m the nuadle of my pit- 
fon. The inner door was quite open, and witn mt 
chains I fo barricadoed the upper half of the .fecond^ 
.%& to prevent any one climbing over it. When noon 

'^ came^ and the firft of the doors was mdocked, all were 
iJloniihcd to find the fecond open. There I ftood, & 
defperate man, bcfineared with blood, the pi£hi|"c <jf 
horror j with a brick in oneTiand, and in the other my 
broken knife, crying, as they approached, '* Ke(*p^orf, 
Mr. Major, keep oft ! Tell the governor I will live no- 
longer hi chaiiis, and that here 1 iland, if fo he pleafes, , 
to be ihot ; for fo only will 1 be conquered. Here no 
man Ihall enter — I will deftroy aU that approach. Rere ' 
are my weapons, here will 1 die in deipite of tyran- 
ny.'' The major was terrified, wanted refolution, and 
made hiij report to tlae governor. I mean time fat 
down on the bricks to wait what might happen : my - 
fecret intent, however, was not fo defperate as it ap- 
peared. ' 1 Ibugjit only to obtain a favourable capitula- 
tion. 

The governor general Borck prefently came, attend- 
ed by the town-maj6r and fome officers, and entered 
the nutward cell, t>ut iprung back the moment he be- 
held a figure like me< f andiiig with a brick and up-lift- 
•^ arm. I repeated what 1 had told the major, and he 
immediately ordered fix grenadiei s to fofce the dooT. 
The front cell was Icarcely fix feet broad, fo that no 
more than two at a time could attack my intretichment ^ 
'and when they faw my threatening bricks ready to dc- 
fcend, they leaped terrified back. A fliort panfis en- 
fucd, and the old town major, with the chaplain,, ad- 
vanced towards the r'oor to footli me : the converfati- 
on continued fome time : whofe reafons were iHoft fk- 
tisfaftory, and whofe canfe was the mod jnft, I Ix^atJe 
to the reader. The governor grew an^ry, and ordcf- 
icd a fre/h attack, llie firft grenadier was kft&ck.cA-- 
down^ and the r«(l ran back to avold'my tniilxk^ 
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IJa town major/lgain, beat a parley. — '^ For God V 
^ (akc, my dear Trcnck," hid he, *< in whut have 1 
«* kijTjred y«av "^i jou endeavour to eifrd: my rum ?• 
** 1 muft anfwer for your havhtg, thfou^h my negli«- 
^ geacc, concealed a knife. Be pcrluatled,! intrc^t yoo: 
*^ be appeaf^d. Yott Ar€ not -without hO|ie, nor irhli'' 
'' out mex0^."-^MY ^nf^rer i^as-^" Bat ^11 yoti ntit 
" load me ^idi Itta'vier Irons^ than befo«r." 

He went ont, fpoke vf i|h the governor, and g^vcttidr 
his word and honour, that the afFair ihooM be no ft*i 
thcr noticed, and th&t every thhig flioald be f^^f 
reinftated as formerly. 

Hei-c ended the capitnbtion, tittd my wretefecd eita^ 

del was taken-. The condition I was- in was viewipd' 

with pity ; my wonnds were' exirmlnttd^ a furgcon Wa»* 

fent to 4refs them,, am^ther fkirt wa^J given me, aintd 

the bricks oJ otted with Wood , removed, f , mean tim^ 

lay half dead on my ma ttrefs . My thitA was cxccffive^, 

If the furgeoil ordief ed me Ibme witie • two icntinefe were 

Rationed in the front cell , and I* Was thus left fourday^r. 

in Tjfcace, mriroticd. ^ Broth, alfo wa^ pvtn me daify 5 

and how delicious this wus to ti?^fte, how much it revive - 

ed and ftrengthened xae, h wholijr impolSble to dcf-- 

cribe. Two dayffi >ay in ar "flumbcrinjg kind of trance, 

forced by unquenchable thirft, to drifik whcneter I at- 

Woke. My rcet and hands were Bivelled ; the pains in* 

my back and limbs were excelfive. 

On the fifth day, tiie door$ were ready ; the inner 
. was entirely pktcd wtth iron, and I wa» fecteted a»5 
^ before: periiaps ^ley fotmd ftfrthet* cfaeHy unneceflfa- 
{^ ry. The principal chain, however, which fa(kiled tb> 
\ tfc wall, Iflce that I had before broken^yWas thidwrthan 
Z th« firft. They deeply regretted, that without the 
i ^ kitty's exprcfs conunands, tncy could not light?en my 
\ ' arlHi^tons, wifhed me fortitude and patience, and blir- 
^ red up my doors. 

ft is necfeflary I feonld defcrlbe my drefs. My hands 
Being fixed and kept afunder, by an iron bur, and my 
^ feet chained to the wall, I conld neither put cmt ffeirt 
or ftodiinjgs in the ufual mode ; the ihirt was, ther^- 
foispj. lied^ and changed once a fortnight ; the coerfb 
aifutuiitition dockings -were buttoned on the fides ;«, 
blue garment,of foiaicr'scloth,was,Hkewife, liedround 
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me, and I had a pair of {lipt>ers for my feet. The fllr-^ 
was of the army linen , ana when I contemplated my- 
felf in this drefs of a malefa^lor^ chained thus to the 
wall, in ihch a dungeon, vainly imploring mercy or 
jufticc, my confctence void of reproach, my heart of 
guilt ; when I refle^d on my former fplendour in Ber- 
Hn and Mofcow, and compared it with this fad> this 
dreadful reverfe of deftiny, I was funk in grief, or 
roofed to indignation, that might have hurried the 

freated hero, or nhilofopher, to madneft or defpair. 
felt what can only be imagined by him who has luf* 
fered like me, after having, uke me, flouriihed, if fucE 
can be foimd. 

Pride, tlie jullnefs of my caufe, the unbounded conr 
fidence I had in my own reiblution, and the labours oC 
an inveterate head and iron bodv,the{e only c^d have 
preiervedmy life. Thefe bodily labours, thefe conti*> 
nued inventions, and projeded plans to obtain my free- 
dom, prelerved my hr^^ldi. Who would fuppofe that 
a man, fettered as I was,could find means of exercifing 
himfelf ? By (winging my arms, a^ingwith the tipper 
part of nw body, and leaping upward, I frequently 
put my felf in a ftrong per^iration. After thus weary- 
mgmyfelf, 1 llept fbundly. 

The failure of my efcape, and the recovery of life, 
from this ftate of defpair, led me to moralize deeper 
than I had ever done before ; and, ^ in this depth of 
thought, I found unexpected confolation and fortitude 
and a firm perfiiaiion 1 (hould yet accomplifh mj deli' 
verance. 

Gefhardrmy honeft grenadier, had infufed freih hope 
and my mind now bufiiy began to metitate new plains. 
A ientinel had been placed before my door, that I might . 
be more narrowly watched, and tne married men of 
the Pruflian ftates, were appointed to this duty, who, 
as I (hall hereafter fhow, were more eafy to perfiiade 
in aiding my flight, than foreign fugitives. The Po« 
mcranian will liften, and is, by nature, kind, therefore, 
may eafily be moved, and induced to fuccour dHh-efs. 

I began to be more accuftomed to my irons, whidi I 
had before found fo infupportablc r I could cmrvb out 
my long hair, and could tie it at laft with one hand. 
My beard^ which had- (belong remained onihavcBy gavr 
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jne a grim appearance, and I began to pluck it up by 
the root^. 'i*he pain, at firft, was confiderable, efpe- 
cially round the lips ; but this alfo cuftom conquered, 
and I performed this operation in the following years, 
once m (ix weeks or two months ; as the hair thu» 
plucked up required that length of time before the nails 
could a^um get hold. Vermin did not moleft me ; the 
dampnefs of my den was inimical to them. My limbs 
never fwelled, becaufe of the exercife I gave myfelf, 
as above defcribed» The greateft pain I found was in 
the continued dimriefs in which I lived. 

I had read much ; had lived in, and fecn much of the 
world ; vacuity of thought, therefore 1 was Kttle trou- 
bled with ; tlie former tranfatftions of my life, what had 
happened, and the remembrance of the perfons I had 
l^nown, I revolved fo often in my mind, thai they be- 
came as familiar and conneded, as if the events had 
each been written in the order it occurred. Habit made 
this mental exercife fo perfeft to mo, that I could com- 
pofe ipeechcs, fables, odes, fatires, all which I repeat- 
ed aloud ; and had fo florcd my memory with them, 
that I was enabled, af^erl had obtained my freedom, 
to commit to writings two volumes of thefe my prifon 
labours. Accuflomcd to this exereife, days, that would 
otherwife have been days of mifery^ appeared but as 
a moment. 

.About tliree weeks after my attempt to cfca,pe,i the 
goo^ Gefhardt firft came to (land fentinel over me : ^nd 
the lentinel they had fo carefully fet, was, indeed the. 
only hope I could have of efcapc ; for help muft be had 
from without, or this was impoflible. 

The effort I had made had excited too much furprize 
and alarm, for me to pafs without ftri^l examination, 
lince, on the ninth day after I was confined, I had, hi 
eighteen hours, fo far brpkcn through a prifon, built 
parpofely for myfelf, by a combination of fo many pro- 
jeftors, and with fuch extreme precaution, which prt- 
fbii had univerfally been declared impenetrable. 

Gefhardt fcarcely had taken his pofl, before we katl' 
free oppor^^ity of convcrfing together ; for, when I 
Jlood with one toot on my bedllead, I could readi \h<v 
ax^erturc ttiro'agh which light was ^tdniitted. 
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Gefhardt defcribed the fit nation of my dungeon, and 
owe firft plan was to break through the fcrundation, 
which he had fcen laid, and which he afEnned to be 
only two feet deep. 

Money was tlie firft thing neceflary . Gefhardt was 
relieved duringhis guard, and returned, bringing with 
liini a flieet of paper rolled oil- a wire, which ne palled 
through my gratmg ; after which a piece of fmali wax 
caudle, fome Burning tinder, a match and a pen. I now 
had light, pricked my finger, and wrote with my blood, 
to my faithful friend, captain Ruckhardt at Vienna, 
defcribed my fituation in a few words, ft:nt him an.ac- 
c^itance for three 'thoaCind flonus on in.y revcn.itsj 
vvud requefted he- would difpofc of a thoufand florins to 
defray the expcnfes of his journey to Gurnmern, only 
two miles from Magdeburg. Here he was poIitiveW to* 
be on the 15th of Auguft. About noon on this (arae 
day, he was to walk with a lettei^in his hand ; a man 
was there to meet him, linoaking a roll of tobacco, 
to whom he maft remit the two thoufand florins and 
return to Vienna. 

I returned- the written paper to Cefhardt,, by the 
fame means it had been received, gave hiinmy infhnic- 
tions, and he fent his wife with it to Gurnmern, by 
whom it was fafely put in the poft. 

My hopes daily rofe, and as often as Gefhardt 
mounted guard, fo often did we continue our projects. 
The 1 5th of Augufl came, but it was fome days before 
Gefhardt was again on guard ; and oh ! liow did my 
heart palpitate, when he came and exclaimed, "All 
is right ! we have fjcceeded.*' He returned in the 
evening, and we began to confidcr by wliat means he 
fli/)ald convey the money to me. I could not, with 
my hands chaiued to an iron bar, reach to the aper- 
ture of the window that admitted air : befide that, it 
was too fmail . It was therefore agreed tbat Gefhardt 
fliDuld on the next g lard perform the ortice (>f elean- 
5ng my dungeon, and that he then ftiould convey the 
money to me in tlie wate;- jug. 

This luckily was done. How great wM jny.ado* 
ni/hmcut, when inftead of one, I round tw o tliou land 
florins ! for I had permitted him to rcfcive half to 
himlHf, Ds a reward for his fidelitv. 
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He however had kept but five ^piftoles, which lie in- j I. 

fifted was enough, though I -afterwards prevailed on ; ' 

him to accept the whole thoufand. I . 

Having money to carry on my dcligns, I be]gan to [ ' 

put ray plan of burrowing, under the toundation inta *:li 

execution. The firft thing neceflary was to free my felf \ 

of my fetters. To accomplifli this Gef hard t Supplied 
TiicAvitli two fmall files ; and by the aid of thefe this la- 
bour, though gr.at, was effected. 
I The cap orltaple of the foot ring, was made fowide 

that I could draw it forward a quarter of an inch. I 
h filed, the iron which pa fled through it on the infide, and 
' the more 1 ftled this away, the further 1 could draw the ^ 

I cap down,lill at laft the whole infide iron, through : 

I which the chains pafled, was quite cut through ; by 1 

. this means I could flip off the ring, while the cap on . » 

the out Me continued whole, and it ^as impoflibie to 
difcover any cut, as only the outfide could be examined. ' 

My hand, by continued efforts, I fo comprefled, as to 
be able to draw themout of the hand-cufFs. I then : 

filed the Wnge, and made a fcrew driver of one oft he i 

footiong flooring nails, by wliich I could take out the :• 

fcrewsat pleafure, fo that at the time of examination j 

no proofs could aj)pear. The rim round my body was i 

but a fmall impediment, except the chain which paffed ^l 

from my hand-bar, and this 1 removed, by filing an a- **? 

perture in one of the links, which, at the neceflary hour ^ ;.: 

I clofedwith bread, rubbed over with rufty iron, firfl * >" f 
drying it by the heat of my body ; and would wager ^ 

any fum, that without ftriking the chain link by link, '} 

with a hammer, no one not in the fecret, would have 
difcovered this frafture. 

The window was never flriftly examined ; I there- 
fore drew the two (laplesby which the iron bars weEc | 
fixed to the wall, and which 1 daily replaced^ carefully j 
plaiftcring them over. IprocuredwirefromGef}iardt, '1 
and tried how well I could imitate the inner grating : , 
finding I fucceeded tolerably, I cut the retil grating to- | 
tally away, and fubftituted an artificial one of my own ! 
fabricating, by which I obtained a free communication I 
with the out^de, additional frefli air, together with 
all neceffar}' implements, tinder and candles. Thattbe | 
light might not be fecn, 1 hung the coverlid of my bed 
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before tlie window, fo that I could work fearkfs and 
nndetefted. 

Every thiag prepared, I went to work. The floor 
of my dungeon was not pf (lone, but oak plankS; three 
inches thick ; three beds of which were laid crofiwife, 
and were fattened to each other by nails half an inch 
in diameter, and a foot long. Having worked round 
the head of a nail, I made uie of the hole at the end of 
the. bar, which feparated my hands, to draw it out,and 
this nail I fharpened upon my tombftone into ail excel- 
lent chiflel. 

.1 now cut through the bo;;ird more than aa inch in 
•wedth, that I might work downward, and, having 
drawn away apiece of board, which yiras inferted two 
inch^limder the wall, I cut this fo as exaftly to fit : the 
fraaUcrevice it occadoned I (lopped up with bread, and 
ftrewed over with duft, fo as to prevent all fufpicioitt 
appearance. My labour under this -was continued with 
le(s precaution, and I had foon worked through my nmc 
inch- planks. Under them I came to a fine white fand, 
on which the Star Fort was built. My chips I carefully 
diftributed* beneatli the boards • ,. If I had not help from 
without, I could proceed no farther, l«r to dig wereufc- 
lefs, unlefs I could rid myfelf of my rubbifii — Gef hardt 
fuppUed jne with fome ells of cloth, of which I made 
long ttarf ow bags, ftuiFed them with earth, and paffcd 
them between the iron bars to Gef hardt, who as often 
as he was on guard, fcattcred dr conveyed away their 
contents. ^ 

Furnifhed with room to fecrete them under the floor, 
I obtained more inftruments, together with a pair ef 
piftols, powder, ball, and a bayonet. 

I now difcovered that the foundation of my prifon, 
inftead of two, was funk four feet deep .-^Time, labour, 
and patience, were allneceilary to break out unheard, 
and undifcovered ; but few things are impoffiblc, where 
refol'ation is not wanting. 

• The hole I made was obliged to be four feet deep, 
correfponding >rith the foundationr and Wide enough 
to kneel and uoop in ! the laying down on j^e floor to 
work, the continual ftoopins; to throw out tj\e earth, 
the narrow fpace in which all muft be performed, thefe 
made the labour incredible ; and after this daily hb0o^ 
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all things were to be replaced, and my chains again re- 
fjnied, which alone required forne hours to effect. A'y 
greatefl aid was in the wax candies, and light I had pro- 
cared ; but as Gefhardt ftood fentincl only once a fort- 
night, my work was much delayed ; the fentinels were 
forbidden to fpeak to me under pam of death . and I was 
too fearful of being betrayed to dare to feek newallift:- 
ance. 

Being without a ilove, I fuffered much this winter 
from cold, yet my heart was cheerful, as I faw the pro- 
bability of freedom ; and all were aftonifiied fo lind 
me in (uch good fpirits. 

• €Jefhardt alfo brought me fupplies of provifions, 
-fcUiefly conQfting of faufages and fait meats ready dref-. 
fed, which increafed my ftrength ; and when I was 
not digging, I wrote fatires and verfes ; tltus time was 
employed, and 1 contented even in a prifon. 

Lulled into fecurity,an accident happened that will 
appear almoft incredible, and by which every hope 
was nearly fruftrated. ^ ^* 

Gef harSt had'been working with me, and was re^' 
lieved in the morning. A^ 1 was replacing the win-" 
dow, which I was obliged to remove on thefe occafi- 
ons, it fell out of my hands, and three glafs panes were 
broken. Gefhardt was not to return till guard wa» 
again relieved ; I had therefcfre no opportunity of 
fpeaking with him, or concerting any mode of repair, 
I remained nearly an hour conjeAuring and hefitating^ 
for certainly, T^ad the broken window been fccn, a.3 it 
was impofliblel fhould reach it when fettered, Ifliould 
bnmedlatcly have been more ri^vidly examined, and the 
falfe grating mufl have been dlfcoi^cred. 

1 therefore came to a refolurion, and fpoke to the ' 
fent'uiel, -who was amufing himfelf with /yrbill:linp' : 
'' i**ly good fellow have pity, not upon me, but upcnr 
your comrades, who, fhould you refufe, will certainly 
be executed : I will throw you thirty piftoles througji 
the window if you will dome a linall favour/' He re- 
mained fome moments (ilent, and atlaftanfwered in a 
low vdice, " What ! have you money then ?"— I im- 
mediately counted thirty piddles, and threw them 
through the window. He allced to know what he was 
to do i I told my dilHculty, and gave him the fize of 
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e pan?s in paper. The inan foruinatcly was bold 
1 }?rudcnt. 1 he door of the palifadoes, through the 
.;ligcnce of the olKcer, had not been fhut that day. 
:: prevailed on one of his comrades t3 (land fentinel 
r Lim during half an hour> while he mean time ran 
Co the town, and procured the ghifs, on the receipt of 
licli 1 inftantly threw him out ten more pilloles. He- 
re the hour of noon and vifitation came, every thing 
IS once more reinftated, my glaziery performed to a 
racle, .and the life of my worthy Gcfhardt prefer v- 

Gef hardt*s alarm may eafily be imagined ; he fome 
ys after returned to his port, and was the more afto* 
filed, as he knew the fentinel who had done me this 
^od ofhce ; that he had five children, and was a man 
6fl to be depended on by his officers, of any one in 
e whole grenadier company. 

I HOW continued my labour, and found it very poffi- 
e to break out under the foundation ; but Gefhardt 
id been f.» terrified bv the late accident, that he 
trted a thoufand diiticulties in proportion as my end 
as m'?rc nearly accomplj/lied ■ and, at the moment 
h^n I wifhed to concert with him the means of liight, 
• pcrlifttd it was receflary to find additional help, to 
cnpe in fafety, and ngt bring both him and myfclf to 
'ftruflion. At length we came to the following- de- 
rmination, which, however, after eight months i»- 
fiant labour pafi, rendered my whqle projeft ^abor- 
ve. 

I ^TDte once.more to Ruckhardt at Vienna ; Tent 
^?! a new alignment for money, andd^fired he would 
^lin rep^'r to Gummern, where he Ihould wait fix 
^cral ^l'.g^t5^ vrith two fp.are horf?s, on the glacis of 
l:)>lerbergen at the time appointed^ every thing bc- 
g prepared for flight. 

Within tlicfc fix days Gefhardt would have foviid 
Pans, either in rotation, or by exchanging tl^ guard, 
have been with me. — Gefhardt fent his wife t o 4^rj^^. 
?rn with the letter, and this filly woman. t«i^llft5. 
»rt ^nailer her huihand had a law-fuitat Vif*f!f^r^fc*t„ 
erefore ihc bec*:fT-d he worid take pan ictl^fcgfe 
The letter, fcr which purpofe flie flipped tU3»ni3.2Ql- 
rs into his hand. ' \ * 
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Tliis unexpected liberality raifcd the fufpic tons of 
the Saxon poft-mafler ; who therefore opened the let- 
ter, read the contems, and inllead of fending 11 to \ i- 
enna, or or leaft to tiie general poll- mailer at irrefcienj 
he preferred the traitcrous udt of taking it hiuirtlf to 
the governor- of Magdeburg prince rerdiimnd of 
Bmnlwic. 

What were my terrors, what my d^^fpair, -whc n 1 be- 
held the prince hirafclf, about three o'clock in ti:e af- 
ternoon enter my prifon with his attendants, prck-iit 
my letter,and aik, m an authoritative voice, %vlio hud 
carried it ta Gummern. — My anfwer was, ** 1 kiiov/ 
not.*' Strkl: fearch was immediately madeby (luitLs, 
carpenters, and mafons, and after half an ho.ir s e:ia- 
mination, they difcovcred. neither my hole, nor the 
manner in which I difincumberedmyfelf ofmy tlialns : 
they only (aw that the middle grating in the aj erlnrj 
where the l:glit was admitted had been movecL Tli' ^ 
was boajrdedup the next day, and only afmall £"r-hbU 
left, of about ux inches diameter. 

The princc*began to threaten ; I perlifled 1 \ ^A ne- 
ver fcen tbe fentinel who had rendered mo this Iti-- 
vicc, nor allced hii name. Scring his attempt i ^ull Iii- 
cfFe<flual, the governor, in a mildtT tone fald, ^^ Yon 
have ever complained, baron frenck, of Dothav uiglii- 
therto been legally fentenced, or heard in yo'ir de- 
fence ; I give you my word of honor, this you njall be, 
and alfo that you fiiall be relcafed from yoar feticn, 
if you will only tell me who tool; yonr leiler. To iLii 
1 replied with all the fortitude of innocenct',^^'- Tlyc- 
ly body knows my lord i have never der^-rvcd lie 
treatment I have inet with in my cuanti y. Mv heart 
is irreproachable. I feek to recover my liberty by eve- 
ry means in my power ; biit were I capable of betray- 
ing; tlieman whofe compailion had induced hhn to fuu- 
coiu* n;y diUrefs j were I the coward that conhl \\\t- 
cfcafc happinefs at his e>pciife, I then fjicu'd/ii cVecl d*-- 
^r\c to wear thcfe chains with W;hich I ani 'oadt^T. 
l^'br myfclf, do with me wl at you plrsfe ; }et rtiar ni- 
bcr \ 'M(m Wt wholly cU\liuiic, I am Uill a ( apuun in the 
Imperial .fervice, and a ikTccndcnt ox lie h.j.,fe «f 
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Prince Ferdinand ftood for a moment unable to an- 
fv/er, tiien renewed his threats, and left my dungeon. 
I have fiace been told that when he was out of hearing, 
he faid to thofe round him, " 1 pity his hard fate, and 
cannot but admire his ftrength of mind. 

I mnft here remark, that when we remember the ulii- 
al circumfpedtion of this great man, we are obliged to 
wonder at his imprudence in holding a converfation of 
(iich kind with me, which la (led a confiderable time in 
the prefence of the guard. The foldiers of the whole 
garrifonhad afterwards the utmoft confidence, as they 
were convinced I would not meanly devote others to . 
deftradion, that I might benefit myfelf. This was the 
way to gain me efteem and intercourfc among the men, 
efpecially as the duke had faid he knew I muft have 
money concealed, for that I had diftributed fome to the 
fcniinels. 

He had fcarcely been gone an hoar, before I heard 
a naife near my prifon. Tliflened— -Whae^ould it be ? 
I heard talkiiig, and learned a grenadier had hanged 
himfelf tp the palifadoes of my prifon.l . 

The ol{ice|^;of the guard and the town-major again 
entered my dtmgeon to fetch a lanterki-they had ft*** 
gotten, and tlie officer at going out, toj^^^rtie in a wMf- ' 
per, *^ One of your aflbciatesiras jull hapged hinifelt." 

It is hnpoflible to impart my terror pr le;ifations ; I 
believed it could be only my kind, my hoheft Gef hardt. 
After many fr,loomy thoughts, and lamenting tl)e un- 
happy end of fo worthy a fellow, I began to recoiled 
what tlie prince had promifed me if 1 would difcover 
my accomplice. I knocked a.t tjte door, defiring to . 
fpeak to the officer ; he came tp^ tlie window, andafk- 
ed what I wanted ? 1 requefted-lie would inform the 
governor that if he would fend ine light, pen, ink and 
paper, I would difcover my whole fccret. 

Thefe were accordingly feat rvan hour's, time was 
granted ; the door was, fhut, and I left alone. I fat 
my {elf down, began to write on my night-table, and 
was about to iniert the name of Gef hardt, but f^y 
Mood thrilled and fhrunk back to my heart, ^I ihiio- 
dcred, rofe, went to the aperture of the window, and 
called, *' Is there no man who in companion, will tell 
me the name of hin\ who has. hanged hijnfelf, that ,1 
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May deliver inany others from deRrudion 1" Tlievr'n- 
dow was not nailed up till the next day, 1 ihcrtiorc 
wrapped fivepiftoles in a paper, threw ihcm out, cai- 
! led to the fentinel, and iaia, "* Friend take tlicie, aiii 
[ lave thy comrades ; or gobetrny mcv, arid brii^gdowu 
\ innocent blood upon thy head .' * 

The paper was tak.eu up ; a paufe of filence enfacd i . 
IJieard fighs, and prcft^iiti) after a low vuLve faui, - , 

■ " His name Is ochiuz, he beloncr-J to the company o': 
Hipps.'* — i had never heard the nanxe before, Oi kriO^A-n - 
the man ; but 1 however iiumed'ately wrjie. So.-iuxz, 
ioftead of Gcf hardc. Having .inlihed the letter, 1 cal- 
I led the lieutenant, who took that and the light awny, 
! and again barred up the door ofrny dungeon. The • 

J dake however fufpe(2:ed there mofi be fome coUufion, :.. 

and every thingjemained in the fame flit.' ; I obtained 
,i neitlier hearing nor court-martial . I learned In the f::r - 
'i t^dd the following circumfianccs. which Vt ill dlfpiay the . 
I tnithof tliis apparently incredible itory. 

I While I was unprifoned in the clt-c del, a fentintl r 

' came to tli4';{>iol^ under iny v/Indovf, ciiiicd a::d b\:S- 
phemed, exclaiming aloud — " Damn the Frbfnan fcr- - 
vice! if Trenckoiuy knew ray mind, he would not* * »; 

long continue in his infcrnaLhoie :" I entered into diC- j 

courfe with him, and he told me, if i could give him \ 

money to purchafe a boat, in which he might crcfs t'le j 

£lbe, h& would foonmake my doors fiy open^ and fct * 

me free. 

Money at that time I had none, but I gavje fcim a 'k 

diamond fhirt-buckle, worth five hundred iloiin,, fi 

Tvhich I had concealed. I never heard more from i'ii'<fu^ <' 



taally, he would make no anfwcr. ■, % 

^ This Schutz mud have fold my buckle, and let his 
riches be feen: for when the duke left me, tlie lieute- 
nant on j^aard faid tohim — *^ You muft ceitMii^Jy, be 
the raft arvv'ho carried Trcnck's letter ; you ia^e for 
f^AUie time pail, fpent much money, and we lave fecn 
you with louis cl'ors, How came you by them T" 
Jichutz was tcrriaed, his confciencc accufcd him ; he- 
tiflagiasd 1 ihould betray him, he hav'ng deceived, me^ 
L 3, ■ 
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Re, therefore, ia the fir ft agonies of Jefpair, came to 
the palifadoes, and kung him felf before the door of 
my dungeon. 

How wbnderful is the liand of providence ! The 
wicked man fell a facriiicc to bis crime, after having 
cfcaped a whole year ; and the faithful the benevo- 
lent-hearted Gef hardt was^tliereby faved. 

The fcntincls were now doubled, that anv int«r- 
courib with them might be rendered more Aiificult. 
Gef hardt again ftood gaard^ but he had fcarcely op- 
portunity, without danger to fpeak a few words : 
he thanked me for having preferved liim, wifhed me 
better fortune, and told me the garrilon^ in a few 
days, would take the field. 

This was dreadful news — my whole plan was de- 
flroyed at a breath. I, however, foon recovered 
fVefh hopes. The hole I had funk was not difcovered : 
r had five hundred florins, candies, and implements. 

The feven ) ears war broke out about a week after, 
and the regiment took the field. Major Weyncr came, 
for the lair time, and committed me to the care of the 
new m.ajor of militia, Bruckhaufen, who was one of 
t.ie moil farly and ftupid of all men. 

All the majors and lieutenants of the guard, who 
had treated me with compaffion and efteem, now de- 
parted, and I became an old prifoner in a new w^orld. 

I required greater confidence^ however, by reraem- 
Berlng, that both officers aad men in the militia, were 
ma;h eafier to gain over, than the regulars. 

Four lieutenants, were appointed, with their meir, 
to mount guard, at the Star-Fort, in turn, and before 
a year had pafled,* three ofthemwere in my intercft. 

The regiments had fcarcely taken, the field, ere^ the 
new governor, general Borck, entered my priibn, 
like what he was, an imperious, cruel tyrant. The 
king, in giving him the command, had informed him 
he muil anfwer for my perfon,with his head: he, there- 
fore had. full power to treat me with whatever feve- 
rity lie pleafed. 

Borck was a ftupid man, of an unfeeling heart, the 
fiave of defpotic orders, and as often as he thought it 
poflible, I might rid my felF of my fetters, and eKipe, 
his heart palpitated with fear. In addition. to tiiis^ h& 
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conddered ine as.the vilefl of men and traitors, feeinr 
Hs king had condemned me to imprifonment fo cruel, 
and his barbarity towards me, was thus the effect of 
character, and meannefs of foul. Ke entered my dun- 
geon, not as an officer, to vifit a brother officer in mi- 
fery, but as an executioner to a felon. Smiths then 
made their appearance, and a monftrous iron collar, 
of a hands breadth, was put round my neck, and con- 
nefted with the chains of the feet by addiiional heavy 
links. My window was walled up, except a fin all 
air-hole. He even at 1 msth, took away my bed, 
gave me no ftraw, and quitted me, with a thoufand 
revilings on the eraprefs queen, her whole army and 
myfeif. In words, however, I was little in his debt,, ' 

and he was enraged even to madnefs. ! 

What my fituation was, under this, additional load 
of'tyranny, and the command of a man fo void of hu- 
I man pity, the reader muft imagine. My greateft good 
fortune confiftcd in the ability I ftill had to difencum- 
ber niyfclf of all tlie irons that was connedlcd with 
the ancle rims, and the proviiion I had of light paper, 
and implements ; and though it was apparently im- 
poffible I fhould break out undifcovered by both fcn- 
tinels, yet had I the remaining hope of gaining fome I 

officer, by money, who as in Olatz fhould aliiil my j 

cfcape. i 

Had the commands been literally obeyed, efcape * 

would have been wholly impoflible ; for, by this, all | 

conununication would have been cut totally oiF with I 

the fcntinels. To this efFeA, the four keys of the four l 

doors were each to be kept by different perfons : one r 

with the governor, another with the tovvn-major, the | 

third with the major of the day, and the fourth with ^ 

the lieutenant of the guard. I never could have found \ 

opportunity to have ipoken to any of them ling>y. * 

Thefe commands, at fii-ft, were rigidly ol>rervcd, , 

with this exception, that the governor made Lis ap- - ; 

pearance only every week, Magdeburg became fo full 
of prifoners, that tVe town major was obliged to de- 
liver-up his key to the major of the day, and tlie gp-' 
v^rror's viriialion wholly fubfided, being an EngUfli 
liiilc cuii a half dulant from the J:tar Yon. 
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Gcncrial Walrabe, who had been a prifoner evei^ 
fincc the year 1 746, was alfo at the Star- Fort, but he 
had apartments, and three thousand rix dollars a year. 
The major of the day and the officers of tlie guard, 
dined with him daily,and generally Raid till evening. 
Either from companion or a concurrence of fortunate 
circumftances, thefe gentlemen entrufted the keys to. 
the lieutenant on guard, by which means I could fpeak. 
with each of them alone, when they made their viflt. 

Borck had feleifted three majors, and four lieute- 
nants only, for this fervice, as thofe he beft could, 
trull. My (ituation was truly deplorable. The enor- 
mous iron round my neck, pained me, an«i prevented 
motion, and I durft not attempt to difengage mjfelf 
from the pendant chains^till I had for fome munths care- 
fiJly obferved the mode of their examination, and which 
parts they fappofed were pcrfe(^ly lecure. The cruel- 
ty of depriving me of my bed was Rill greater ; I was 
obliged to fit i^on the bare ground, and lay with my 
head againft the damp wall. The chains that defcecd- 
ed from the neck-collar, were obliged to be-fupported 
firft With one hand, and then with the other, for if, 
thrown. behind, they would have ftranglea me, and if 
hanging forward, occafioned moft exquifite headachs* 
The bar between my hands, held one down, while- 
leaning on my elbow ; I fupported with the other my 
chains, and this fo benumbed the mufcies^ and prevent- 
ed circulation, that I could, perceive my arm^ fenfibry 
wafte away. The little fleep I could have, in fdch a. 
fituation, mav eafilybe {iippofed ; and* at length, bo- 
dy and muid funk under this accumularion oFmifcrable- 
fuffbring, and I fell ill of a burning fever. 

The tyrant Borck was incKorabS ; he yvrifhed to ex- 
pedite my death, and ridhimfelf of his troubles and ter- 
rors. Here did I experience what was the lamentable 
condition ofa fick prifoner, without b^*d, refrelhrnetij:, 
or aid from human being, ;;'\ 

I continued ill about tw^o months, and wa« fo reduc- 
ed at laft, that I had fcarcely ftreiigih to lift the wa- 
ter-jug to my mouth. What mull the farFerings oF that 
man be, who {its two monrhs on the bare ground, ma 
danT;eon fo damp, fo dark, fo horrible, without bed or 
&£^:,\, his limbs leaded as mine, were, wiillno refcefUr* 
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[ ment but dry ammunhron bread, without fo much as a 
drop of broth, without phyfic, without confoling friend $ 
and w^ho, uuder all thefe afflidions, muft trull for hifl 

F» recovery to the efforts of nature alone ! 

Sicknefs itfelf is fuiUcient to humble the mighticft 

». mind ; what' then is ficknefs, with fucli addition of tor- 
ment? The burning fever, the violent head-achs, my 
^neckfwelled and inflamed with the irons, enraged me 
almofl tomadnefs. The fever and the fetters together, 
fiead my body fo that it appeared lihe one continued 
wound — Enough ! Knough ! — The malefaflor extend- 
ed living on the wheel, to whom the cruel cxecution- 

'I errefufes the laft ftroke, the blow of death, muft yet in- 
fome fliort period expire ; he fufFers nothing I did n©t 
thenfuffer, and thefe my excruciating pangs conticued 
t«ro dreadful months — Yet, can it be fuppofed ? There 
came a day ' — A day of horror, when thefe mortal pangs- 

i were beyond all imagination increafed ! I fat fcorched 

' With this intolerable fever, in which nature and death 

I' was contending, and w^hen attempting to quench my 
burning entrails with c old w^ater, the jug dropped froxA 
my feeble hands and broke! I had four and twenty 
hQurs to remain without water. So intolerable, fo de- 
vouring was my thirft, I could have drank human blood T 
Aye, in my madnefs had it been the blood' of ray father I 



Willingly would I have feized my piftols,but ftrength 
had forfaken me ; I could not open the place I was- 
obliged to render fo fecure. 

My vifitors, next day fuppofed m.c gone at laft-^ 1 

I lay motionlefs,with my tongue out of my mouth. They%^. 
[ poured water down my throat, and found life. 

Oh God ! oh God ! How pure, how delicious, how 
exquifite was this water ! My infatiable thirft foon emp-- 
tied the jug ; they filled it anew, bid me farewell, hop-t 
ed death would foon relieve my mortal fufferings, and 
departed. 

The lamentable ftate in which I lay, at length be- 
ca^nefo much the fubjeft of general converfation, that 
all tiie ladies of the town uiuted with the officers, and 
prevailed on the tyrant Eorck, to reftorc me my bed^ . 
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•■ 

One of the majors of the day entmfted his key t© 
lieutenant Sontag, who came alone, fpolie in coniidence, 
and related liis own fitnation, complained of his^debts' 
his poverty, his neceffities ; and I made him a prefent 
of twenty-five louis-d*ors, for which he was fo grate- 
fill, that our friendfliip became imfhaken. 

The three lieutenants all commiferatcd me, and 
would fit hours with me, when a certain major had the 
infpe<Elion ; and he himfclf, after a time, would even 
pais half the day with me. He, too, was poor, and 1 
gave him a draught for three thoufand ilorins : hence 
new projetfts took birth. 

Money became nec^fiary ; I had difperfed all I had 
poflefled, a hundred florins excepted, among the offi- 
cers. The eldeil fon of captain K- , who officiated 

as major, had been cafhiered ; his father complained 
^o me of his diftrefs, and I fent him to my lifter, not far 
from Berlin, from whom he received a hundred ducats. 
iJe returned, and related her joy at bearing*irom mc. 
ITe found her exceedingly ill, and fhe informed. me, in 
a few lines, that my misfortunes, and the ueachery of 
Weingarten, had entailed poverty upon her, and an 
illnefs which had endured more than two years, ilie 
wifhcd me a happy deliverance from my chains, and in 
the expe<ftation of death, committed her children to 
njy proteftion. She, however, grew better, and mar- 
ried a fecond time, colonel Fape ; but died in the year 

nss. . . ^ 

K — n returned, happy, with the money ; all things 
were concerted with the father. Lwrote to the coun- 
ted Beftuchef, alfo to the grand duke, afterwards Pe- 
ter f 11. recommended the young foldier, ^nd repeated 
every poflible fuccour for my felf. ' : .^ 

K — n departed through Hamburg, for Pcterftnrgv 
where, in confequence of my recommendation, he be- 
came a captain, and, in a ihort time, major. He took 
hismeafiires {6 well, that I, by the intervention o£bi» 
father, and a Hamburg merchant, received two thoit^ 
find rubles from the countefs, >vhile the fervicc Uereu- 
dered me made his own fortune in.Rufna. • 

To old K — n, who was as poor as he washoJieft, * 
gave three hundred ducat? ; and he, till death, coflti- 
nued my grateful friend, 1 diftt"ii>a,tcd nearly aS i^iuch 
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to the other oilicers ; and matters proceeded fo far that 
lieutenant Glotin gave back the keys to the major ,witli. 
out locking my prilbn, himfelf* paffing halt' the night ' 
with me. Money was given to the Ruardto drink, 
and thus every thmg fucceeded to my wifli, and the ty- 
rajit Borck, was deceived. 1 had a ^iipplv of light ; 
i had books, newfpapers, and my days palled fwifily a- 
■ yfzy, I read, 1 wrote, Ibufied myfelf fo thoroughly, 
[ that I almoft forgot I was a prifoner. — When, indeed 
I the furly, dull, blocHiead, major Bruckhaulen, had the 
[J infpedlion, every thing muft be carefully reinftated. 
(j Major Z — , the fecjond of the three, was wholly mine. 
I He was particularly attached to me, for I had promif- 
ed to iiiarry his daughter ; and fhould I die in prifon, 
bequeath him a legacy often thoufand florins. 
L ieutenant S onntag got fal fe hand cuffs made for mc, 
; that were fo wide I could eafily draw my hands out ; 
p the lieutenants, only, examined my irons ; the new 
t hand-cuffs were made perfe<ftly (imilar to the old, and 
P Bnickliaufen had too much ftupidity to remark any dif- 
ference. 

'The remainder of my chains I could difencumber my- 
felf of at pleafure. When I exercifed myfelf, I held 
them in my hands, that the fentinels might be deceiv- 
ed by their clanking. The neck-iron was the only one 
I durft not remove 5 it was, likew.ife, too ftrongly ri- 
vetted. I filed through the upper-link of the pendent 
chain, however, by which means I could take it oif^ 
and this I concealed, with bread, in the manner before 
ii mentioned, 

r So could I difencumber myfelf of moft of my fetters, 

and ileep at eafe. I again obtained faufages and cold 
iTieat, and thus my firuation, bad as itflill was, became 
lefs miferable. — ^Liberty flill, however, was moi\ de- 
llrable ; but, alas 1 not one of the three lieutenants had 
the courage of a Schell : Saxony, too, was in the hands 
cf the Pruifians, and flight, therefore, more dangerous. 
Perfuafion was in vaiu>, with men determined to rifk 
nothing, but, if they went, to go in lafety. WillJn- 
dccd, was not wanting in Glotin and Sojmtas; ; but the 
Srlhiffrgs a paltroon, and the latter a man of fcruples, 
^vhq jlkewife thought this fcep might be the ruin of his 
hrother in licrVm. 
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The icntinels were doubled, therefore myefcape 
'^throngh my hole, which had been two years dug, could 
not, unperceived by them, be effeded ; ftill lels could 
I in face of the guard, clamber the twelve feet palofa- 
does. The following labour, therefore, though Her- 
culean, was undertaken. 

Lieutenant Sonntag, meafuring the interval, between 
the hole I had dug, and the entrance of the gallery in 
i the principal rampart, found it to be thirty-leven teet. 
Into this, it was poffible, I might,by mining, penetrate. 
The difficulty of the entrt-prize was leflened by the na- 
ture of the ground, a fine white fand. — Could I reach 
the gallery, my freedom was certain. I had been in- 
formed how many fteps to the right or left mull be tak- 
en ; to find the door that led to the fecond rampart ; 
and on the day when I ihould be ready for flight, the 
officer was fecretly to leave 'this door open. I had 
light and mining tools, and I was further to rely on 
money and my own difcretion. 

I began and continued this labour about fix months. 
I have already noticed the difficulty of fcraping out 
the earth with my hands. The noife of inftruments 
would have been heard by the fentinels. I had fcarce- 
ly mined beyond my dungeon wall, before I difcovered 
the foundation of the rampart was not more than a foot 
deep, a capital error, certainly in fo important a for- 
trcls. My labojr became the lighter, as I could re- 
move the foundation ftones of my dungeon, and was 
not obliged to mine fo deep. 

My work, at firft, proceeded fo rapidly, that while I 
had room to throw back my fand, 1 was able, in one 
night, to gain three feet i but ere I had proceeded ten 
feet, I difcovered all my difficulties. Before I could 
continue my work, I was obliged to make room for 
myfclf, by emptying the fand out of my hole, upon the' 
floor ofthepriibn, and this itfelf was an employment of 
fome hours. The fand was obliged to be thrown out 
by the hand; andafterit thus lay heaped in my prifon, 
mud be again returned ^nto the hole ; and I have cal- ' 
culated, that after I had proceeded twenty feet, I w^as 
obliged to creep under ground in my bole, froni fifteen 
hundred to two tbonfaiul fathoms, within twenty frur 
houijs, in the removaLl and replacing of tlie fand. Tlu« 
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labour ended, care was to be taken, that m none of 
the crevices of the floor there might be any aj pcarance 
of this fine white fand. 1 he flooring was next to be 
exactly replacedj'^and my chains to be refumed. — ^o ie- 
vere was the fatigue of the day in this mode, that I 
was always obliged to reft the three following. 

To reduce my labour as much as poflible, i was con- 
ftrained to make the paflage fo fmall, that my body 
only had fpace to pafs, and 1 had not room to draw my 
ann back to my head. The work too muft all be done 
naked, other wife the dirtinefs of my fliirt muft have 
been remarked : the fand was wet, water being found 
at the depth of four feet, where the ftratuni ol gravel 
began. At length the expedient of fand bags occur- 
red to me, by which it might be removed out, and more 
expeditioufly. I obtained linen from the oflicers, but 
not in fuflicient quantities : fuipicions would ha^ c been 
excited at obferving fo much linen brought into the 
prifon. At laft I took my fheets, and the ticken tLat 
inclofed my ftraw, and cut them up for fand-bags, tak- 
ing care to lie down on my bed as if ill, when Bruck- 
haufen paid his vifits. 

The labour towards the conclufion became fo into- 
lerable as to excite defpondency. I frequently i'at 
contemplating the heaps of fand, during a momentary 
refpite from work, and thinking it impoflible 1 could 
hayc ftrength or time again to replace all thnigs as 
tliey were, refolved patiently to wait the confcquence, 
and leave ever y thing in its prefent dilbrder . I can af- 
fare the reader, that to elFed: concealment, 1 have 
fcarcely bad time in twenty four hours to fit down and 
eat a raorfel of bread. Recolledling however the pro- 
digious efforts, and all the progrefs I had made, hope 
Would again revive, and exhaufted ftrength return ; 
again would I begin my labours, thatl might prefcrve 
myfecret and my expectations ; yet has it frequently 
happened that my vifttors have entered a few minutes 
after I had reinftated every thing in its place. 
• When my work was within fix or feven feet of be- 
ing accomplifhed a new misfortune happened, that at 
once fruftrated all further attempts. I worked^ as I 
have faid, under the foundation of the rampart, near 
■where tlie fcii tinels ilo od . I c ould difencumbcr my ft If 
M 
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of my fetters, e:ccept my neckrCoUar and its pendent 
chain.. This, as i worked, though it had been taitened, 
got loof^i, and ths clanking was heard by the fentineb 
aboat liftcen feet from my duu^^eon. 1 he oiiticer was 
called, they laid their ears to tlie ground, and heard 
rne as I w(tnt backward and forward to bring my earth 
bags. This was reported the next day, and the major, 
who wjA my bed friend, with the town-major, and a 
finitli and mafon, entered my prifon — I was terrified* 
— 1 he lieutenant by a lign gave me to mKLerftaiid I 
was difcovcred. 

An examination was begun, but the officers would 
not fee, and the fmith and mafon found every thing as 
they thought fafe. Had they examined my bed, they 
would have fcen the ticken and flieets were goiie. 

The towi;i~major was a dull man, was perfuaded the 
thing was impoffible, and faid to the fentinel, " Block- 
head ! yo'-i iiave heai'd ibme mole under ground, and 
not Tfcnck. How indeed could it be, tliat he fhould 
work under ground at (uch a diftance from his dunge- 
on V* Here the fcrutiny ended. 

There was now no time for delay. Had they altered 
their hour .of coming, they muft have found me at work; 
but r lis, daring ten years, never happened, for the go- 
vernor and town-major were ftupid men . and the otliers 
wirtiing me all fucccfs, were wilfully blind. In a few 
days I could have broken out, but, when,prcpared, wUh- 
ed to wait for the vifitation day of the man who had 
treated me fo tyrannically, Brackhaufen, that his own 
ncglig'^nce might be evident ; but this man, though he 
wanted underfla tiding, did not want good fortune. He 
v/asillfor fomethnc/and his duty devolved on K -. 

He i^covered, andthc vifitation being over, the doors 
were no footer barred than I began my fuppcied laft 
labour. I had only three feet further to proceed, and it 
wip no longer neceflary I fhould bring out the iand, I 
Lav ing room enoug'i to tlirow it behind nie . What my 
an/Jcty was, what my Exertions were, may vs^ell be 
imagin.^d. My evil genius, however, had decreedf 
tha^ tliG fame iemlnrl who had heard me b'pFqr^ fiiocld 
be that day on guard. I^c w?ts piqued by vianitv, to 
prove he was not the blackhead he had beeji'cailetl : 
he therefore again laid his ear to the ground, iUitiagala 
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heard me burrowing. He called his comrades firft, 
text the major: he came and heard me likewiie ; ac- 
cordingly they went without the palifadoes, and heard 
me working near the door, at which place I was to 
break into the gallery. — ifhis door they immediately 
opened, enteredthe gallery with lanterns, and waited . 
lo catch the hunted fox when unearthed^ 

Through the firft fmall breach I made, I perceived 
alight) andfaw the heads of thofe who were expefting 
me. This was indeed a thunder ftroke 1 — I crept back, 
natlc my way through the fand 1 had caft behind me, 
and awaited my fate with ihuddcring I I had ilill the 
prefence of mind to conceal my piftols, candles, *paper, 
and feme money under the floor, which I could remove. 
— The money ^as difpofed of in various holes, well con- 
cealed alfo between the pannels of the doors ; and un- 
der diiTcrent cracks in tlie floor I hid my fmall files and 
knives. 

Scarcely were thefe difpofed of before the doors re- 
founded ; the floor was covered with fand bags ; my 
hand cuiTs however and tbefeparatingbar, I had had! Iv 
refumed, that they might fuppofe 1 had worked with 
them (tn, which they were filly enough to credit, high- 
ly to my future advantage. 

' No man was more bufy on this occafiorr than the 
brutal and ftupid Bruckhaufen,who^putmany interro- 
gatories, to which I made no reply, except alluring 
him, that I fhould have completrcj inywork fome da)^ 
•fooncr, had it not been his good fortune to fall iick, aud 
that this only had been the caufe of my failure. 

The man was abfninteiy terrified with apprehenfion : 
he began to fear me, grew more polite, and even f^p- 
pofcd nothing was impoifible to nie. 

It was too late to remove the fand ; therefore tl e 
lieutenant and guard continued w iih me^ fo that this 
night at leaft I did not w^ant company. 

Vv'hen the morning came, the hole war, firft filled 
tind wailed up, and the planking was renewed. 1 he 
• tyrant Borck was ill, and could not come, other wife 
r:>y treatment would have been more lamentable. The 
frifh'? bad ended before the evening, and the irons 
vTre heavier than ever. The foot cltains, in'lead of 
»cing fiulened as before^ were ftrewed and rivetted ; 
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all r!iiiTg« eKe remained as formerly. They -were 
cmployed,in the flooring till next day, fo I could not 
fleep, and at lad I funk down with wearinefs. 

Ihe greatell of my misfortunes was, they again de- 
prived me of my bed, becaufe I had cut it up for fand 
bags, before the doors were barred. Bruckhaufen^ 
and another major, examined my body very narrow- 
ly. They often alked me where I had concealed all my 
implements ? My anfwer was, *^ Gentlemen, Beelze- 
bub is mj' beft and moft intimate friend ; he brings rac 
every thing I want, fuppHes me with light, we play 
whole nights at piquet, and guard me as you pleafe, 
he will iinally deliver me out of your power/' 

Some were aftonifhed, others laughed. At length, 
as they were barring the laft door, I called, '^ Come 
back, gentlemen ! you have forgotten fomethlng oF 
great unportance." In the internn, I had taken up 
one of my hidden files. When they returned, 
y Look ye gentlemen," faid I, " here Js a proof of 
the friendfliip Beelzebub has for me ; he has brought 
me this in a twinkling.** Again they examined, and 
again, tliey (hut the doors. While they were fo do- 
ing, I took out a knife, and ten louis-d'ors, called, 
and they returned, grumbling curfes : I then fhowcd 
them the knife and the louis-d'ors. Their confterna-. 
tion was excelSve ; and I diverted my misfortunes, 
by jefting at fuch blundering, (hort-fighted keepers. 

It was rumered through Magdeburgh, efpecially a- 
mong the (imple and the vulgar, that I was a magl- 
tiaii^ to whom the devil brought ailj aCked. 

One major Holtzkamraer, a very fooli(hr-man, pro- 
Httcd by this jreport. A fooliih citizen oifered him 
fifty dollars, if he might only be permitted to fee me 
through the doors, bemg very deiirous to have a peep 
at a wizard. Koltzkammer-told me, and we jomtly 
determined to fport with his credulity. The major 
gave me a mafic with a monftrous nofe, which I ^ut 
on when the doors were opening and threw myfelf in- 
to an heroic attitude, llie afiSighted burgj^er drew 
back, but Hoi tzkammerftopped him, and faid. have 
patience but for fome quarter of an hour, anch xoij ft?U 
fc« he will ailinne quite a different countenance. Tlis 
burgiier waited, my malk wasthrownby, and my moG 
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appeared whitened with chalk, -and made ghallly. 
The burgher again fhrank back ; Holtzkammcr kcj.t 
him in couverfation, and 1 aflumcd a third farcical 
form. I tied my hair under my nofe, and a pewttf 
difh to my bread, and when tlie door a third time op- 
ened, I thmidered, '* Begone, ralcals, or I'll fet your 
necks awry." They both ran ; and the (illy burgher, 
cafed of his fifty dollars, fcampered firil. 

The major in vain laid his injundions on the bur- 
gher never to reveal what he had beheld, it being a 
a breach ofdutyinldm to admit any perfon whatever 
to a fight of me. In a few days, the necromancer, 
Trenck, was the theme of every ale-houfein Magcle- 
burgh, and the perfon was named who had fcen me 
change ray form thrice in the fpace of one liour. 
Many falfe and ridiculous circumflances were adtkd, 
and at lad the (tory reached the governor's ears. 1 he 
citizen was cited, and offered to take his oath to the 
truth of whathimfelf and the major had ieen. IToltz- 
kammer. accordingly, f irFered a fever;; reprimand, 
and was for fome days pat} mder arred. We freqacni- 
tly laughed, however, at this adventure, which hmX 
rendered me fo much the fabje;<ffc of converfatioti. 
Miraculous reports were the more eafily credited.be- 
caufe no one could comprehend how, in dcfpite of the 
load of irons I carri'd.and all the vigilance of the 
guards, I (houldbe continually able to make rvew at- 
tempts, while tliofe appointed to examine my dungeon, 
feemed, as it were, blinded and bewildered. A proof, 
this, how eafy it is to deceive the credulous, and 
whence iiave originated witchcrafts, prophecies, auU ^ 
miracles. 

My laft undertaking had employed me more than 
twelvemonths andfo weakened me, that T appeared 
little better than a fkcleton. Notwithftandrng the 
^eatneftofmy fplrit, lihonld have funk into def'^on- 
dency at feeing an end like this, to all my labours,, 
liad ! not llill clierifhed a feci et hope oFefcTx pi np. found- 
ed on the friends I bad ganied air.ong the o^ c-^rs 

1 il»r»n felt the e^efls of tlie lofs ofmy bed, andvras 

il"f,icondthne attacked by a violc»nr tcver, whicli wo rul 

this time certainly have confumed me, had not the 

oiMccrs, unlcnown to the governor, treated, me with 

H 2 .. 
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all poflible compaflion. Bruckhaafen, alone, conti- 
nued my enemy, and the {lave of Lis orders : on liis 
day of examination, rules and commands in all their 
rigour, were obferved ; nor durft 1 free myfelffrom 
my irons, till I had for fome weeks remarked thoie 
parts on which he invariably fixed his attention. I 
then cut through the link, and clofedup the vacancy 
Svith bread. My bends I could always draw out, 
efpecially after illncfj had confumcd the fleih off my 
bones. Half a ycur bad elupfed before I had recover- 
ed fuiHcient itren^th to undertake, anew, labours, like 
tlie pa(t. 

Neceiuty, at l&np;th taught me the means of driving 
Bruck* aufcn from uiy dungeoa*, and of inducing him 
to commit his oilke to another. I learnt his olfa^ory 
nerves were fomevv'iat delicatej and, whenever I heard 
the doors unbar, I took care to make a ftir in my 
r.ight-table. This made him give back, and at length 
he would come no farther than the door. 

One day he came, bloated with pride, juft after a 
courier had brought tlie news« of vidtory, and fpoke 
of the Aullrians^ and the auguil: perfon of the emprefs 
queen, with fomuch virulence, thatatlall, enraged al«- 
inoll to madnefs, I fiiatched the fword of an officer 
fjroin its fheath,and fliould ceitainlyhave ended hiaf^;'" 
iiad he not made a hafly retreat. From that day fijrtt' 
ward he durft no more come without guards to e:^^ 

amine the dungeon. — ■. Two men always preceie4 

him with their bayonets fixed, and their pieces pre-* 
fented, behind whom he ftood at tlie door. This waff 
another fortunate incident, as 1 dreaded only his ex- 
amination. 

The following anecdote will afford a fpecimen iff 
this man's underflanding. \Vhile .digging in the eartt 
I found a cannon ball, and laid it in the middle of mf 
prifon. When he came to examine — " What, in the 
name of God, is that?'' faidhc. " It is a part of the 
ammunition," anfwered I, that my familiar brings 
me. The cannon will be here anon, and you will then 
iht fin^ <^ort r* Fe was aftoniihed told this to others, 
nor could conceive fach a ball might by stay natwral 
means enter my prifo;?. 
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I wrote a fatirc on him, when the late landgrave of 
Hefle-C aficl was governor of Magdeburg, ana I ha4 
permiflion to vv rite. The landgrave gave it to him,to 
fcadhimfelf; and, (b grofs was lifs conception, that 
though his own phraieology was introduced, part of 
his hiftory, and character painted, yet did he not per- 
ceive tlie jeft, but laughea lieartily witli the hearers, 
Ttie landgrave was highly diverted, and after I obtain- 
edmy freedom, reilored me the mannfcript, written in 
my own blood. 

About the time that my laft attempt at escaping fail- 
ed, general K rufemarck came to my prifon, whom i had 
formerly lived with in habits of intimacy, when cor- 
net of the body-guard:* Without telHfying friendfhip, 
edeem, or companion, he aCkcd, among other things, 
in an authoritative tone, how I could employ my time 
to prevent tedioufnefs. 1 anfwered in as haughty a 
mood as he interrogated ; for never could misfortune 
Jiend my mind. I told him, ** I always could find fourc- 
es of entertainment in my own thoughts, and that, as 
for my dreams, 1 imagined they would, at leaft be as 
peaceful and pleafant as thofe of my oppreflbrs,*' '< Had- 
you, in time," replied be, '* curbed this fervour of 
yours, had you aflced pardon of the king perhaps you 
.would have been in very different circumftances ; but, 
he, who has committed an offence, in which he obfti- 
nately perfifts, endeavouring only to obtain freedom 
by feiucing men from their duty, deferves no better 
fate." 

Juftly wat my anger ronfed ' — ** Sir,*' anfwered I» 
'^ yon are a general of the Prtiffian king j I am an Ant 
trian captain. My royal miftreis will prote ft, perhaps 
deliver me, or at leaft revenge my death. I have 91 
confcience void of reproach. Ybu,yourfelf, well know, 
I have not dcferved thefe chains. J place my hope in 
time,and the juftnefs of my cauic calumniated and con- 
demned, as I have been, without legal fentence or hear- 
infij. In fuch a fituation, the philoiopber will always be 
able to brave and defpife the tyrant.'/ 

He d-"parted with threats, anV^ his latt words were, 
*' The bird (hall foon be taught to fing another tune." 
Theejfefts of this courteous vilit were foon feJt. An 
order caB*e that I ihould be prevented ileeping, anA 
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t^at the lentincls fhould call and wake me, every qnar-- 
ter of an hour, wliich dreadful order was immediately 
executed. 

With whom thefe orders originated, unexampled in 
the hiftory even of tyranny, I mall not venture to fay, ■ 
The major, 'who was my friend, advifed me to perhft. 
in not anfwering; I followed his advice, and it pro- 
duced this good eiFe6t, that we mutually forced each 
other to a capitulation : they reftored me my bed, and^ 
I was obliged to reply, j 

Immediately after this regulation, the fub -governor 
Borck, my bitter enemy, became infane, was difpof- 
feiled of his-poft, and lieutenant colonel Reichman,thc 
benevolent friend of humanity , was made fub-governor. 

About the lame time the court fled from Berlin, and j 
tJie queen> the prince of Pruffiaj the princels Amelia> 
andtne margrave Henry, chofe Magdeburg for their 
refidence. Bruckhaufen grew more polite, probably 
p: rceiving I was not wholly deferted, and that it was 
yet poflibte 1 might obtain my freedom^ The cruel are^ 
ufaaily cowards, and there is reafon to fappole Bruck-- j 
haufen was aduated by his.fears^ to, treat me with. ^ 
xefped. 

The worthy new governor had not indeed "the pow- 
er to lig|it«iniy chams, or alter the general regulatl-- 
orisj what he could he did. If he did not command* • | 
he coanived at tlie doors being oceafionally at firft;, and ' j 
at length daily, k«pt open fome hours to admit day- 
light and frefh air. — ^Aftcr a time, they were open the • ^ 
whole day, and' only clofed by the officers, when they 
returned from their vilit to Walrabc. 

Ha ing light, I*bega4i to carve with a nail on tke 
pewter cup in which [ arank, fatirical verfes, and vari- 
ous figures, and attained fo much perfei^linn, that ray 
cups at laft were confidered as mafter-pieces, both of 
engraving and invention , and were fold dear as rare cu- 
riofrries. My firft attempts were rude, as may well 
be imagined. My cup Wc»^, carried to town . aiid ihown 
to vifitors by the governor, who fent me another . I 
improved, and each of the infpediiig officers vviBi-^d to • j 
poflefs one. I grew more expert, and C]iftut a whole ' 
year in this employment^ which thus pafltd qu!cl>lv a- 
way . The perfei^ion I Lad now accj^uired, obtained m< 
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the permiffion of candle-light, and this continued till I 
was reftored to freedom. 

The king gave orders thefe cups fliould all be in- 
fpeded by government, becaufe I wifhed by my vcrfes 
and devices, to inform the world of my fate. Vm tins 
command was not obeyed ; the officer&ir.f.de nuTchan- 
dizc of their cups, and fold them at lad for twelve dii» 
cats each. Their value incrcafed fo much, when I was 
releafed from prifon, that they are now to be fourd in 
various mufeums throughout Europe. Twelve \ cars 
ago the late landgrave of llcffe C aflel, prefcnted one of 
them to my wile ; and another came, in a very unac- 
countable manner, from the queen dowager toFaris. 
I have given prints of both thefe, with the verfes they 
contained in my works ; whence it may be ft en bo^v 
artificiaily they were engraved. A third fell j-tn the 
hands of prince Auguflus Lobkowitz, then a prlfouet 
of war at Magdeburg, who on his return to \ ienrja^ 
prefented it to the emperor, who placed it in Iiis mufc- 
um. Among other devices on this c up, was a landitape 
reprefenting a vineyard and hufbandmen, and imdcr It 
the following words : Bj 7?jy labcnr viv v'in\jarJ fori* 
r'tjhed, and i hoped to have gathered the fruit ; but Ahalf 
came, Jiai / for Nab^oth, 

The allafion was (b pointed, both to the wrcncjlT'f 
done me in Vienna, and by fufferings ip Prnilia, that it 
made a very ftrong impreilion on tlic-«mprei^-qtTrcii, 
who immediately commanded her minifter ti3 maVe eve- 
ry poflible exertion for my deliverance;. 5iie m ould 
probably at lall have even reftored me to^mV ettates, 
had not the pofleflbrs of them been fo powjerfqlj or had 
ihe herfelf lived one year longer. To tiiefi my en- 
graved cups was I indebted for being once more re- 
membered at Vienna. On the fame cup alfo was ano- 
ther engraving of a bird In a cage, held by a Turk, 
with the following infcription : 'The b:rd jing^ even m 
ihe jlorin; open his ca^e^ break his fctterSy.ye jVi.n.fs of 
virt7fj, and his fongs Jhallhe the delight ofyottr iitodes I 

Tlicrcis another remarkable circumftanceattendin^^ 
thefe cups. All were forbidden under pain ot death 
to hold vonverfation with me, or to fupply me w lib pen 
anvl ;j k ; yet by this open permiffion of writing what 
I plci'i'd on pewter, was I enabled to inform the N\«:tvM 
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of aUl wiihed, and to prove a man of merit was op- 
preiled. The difficulties of tlus engraving will be 
conceived, when it is remembered that I worked by 
candlelight on fhining pewter, attained the art of 
giving light and ihade, and by praftice could divide a 
cap into two and thirty compartments, a% regularly 
.with a ftroke of the hend, as with a pair of compafles. 
The writing was fo minute that it could be only read 
with glafles. I could nfe but one hand, both beingfs- 
parated by the bar, a:, d therefore held the cupbetwccn 
my knees. My fole inftrnment was a fliarpcned nail; 
yet did I write two lines on the rim only. 

My labour becasne fb exceffive, that I was in danger 
of ditlrai^ion qr blindnefs. Every body wifhed for cups, 
and I wiilied to oblige every body, fo that I worked 
.eighteen hours a day. The reftedion of the light from 
the pewter was injurious to my eyes, and the labour 
of invention, for appofitc fubjccts and vcrfes.was moill 
fatiguing. I had learnt only architeftural drawing. 

Enough of thefc caps, which procured me fo much 
honour, fo many advantages, and helped to fhortenfo 
.many moaniful hours. My greatelt incnmbrance.v/as, 
tlte hug? iron collar, with its enormous appendages, 
^ which, when fuifered to prefs tlie arteries in the back ^ 
of my necfc, occafiohed intolerable head-achs. I fat 
too much, and a third time fell iick. A BrunlWic fau- V| 
fage, fecretly given me by a friend, occafioned* an in- ' 
diffeftion, which endangered my life ; a putrid fever 1 
|ouowed,and my bjody was reduced to a flceleton. Me- ] 
dicines , however, were conveyed to me by the officers, i 
and, now and then, warm food. | 

' Aft^r ray recovery, I again thought it neceflary to 
endeavour to regain my lilierty. I had but forty loo- 
is-d'ors remaining, and tliefe I could not get till I had 
iirft broken up t]ie flooringi . 3 j 

Lieutenant Sonntag was confumptive, and obtained • 
hladifoharge. I fupplled him' with money to defray , 
the expenfes of his journey , and with an order that foaf 
hundred florins fhould be annually paid hjm froni r^y 
eifeds till his death, or my releafe. I comipi^^^-^'^*^ 1 
him to feck an audience from the emprefs , endea /our to j 
excite her compaffion in my behalf, and to rerar. mt 
four thoofand florins, for which I gave her a p roper aC' 
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cuittance, by the way of Hamburgh. The money- 
araught was addrefled to niy adminKtrators^ counlel- 
lors Kempf and Kuttner. 

But RG one alas ! in Vienna wifticd my return : they 
had already begun to fliare my property, of which they 
never rendered me an account. Poor ^onntag was ar- 
refted asafpy, iuiprilbned, ill treated for fome weeks, 
at laft, when naked and deditute, received a hundred 
florins/ and was efcorted bc^^ond the /iuflnan con- 
fines,. The worthy man fell a ihameful facriace to his- 
honefty, could never obtain an audience oftheemprcis, 
and returned poor and mifcrable on foot to. Berlin, 
wlierd he was twelve months fecretly maintained by 
Ills brother, with whom he died. lie wrote an accoimt 
of all this to the good K noblauch, my Hamburgh agent, 
and I from my fmall (lore fenr him a hundred ducats. 

A friend, by the aid of one of the lieutenants, fecretly 
vifited, and fapplied me with iix hundred ducats. Ihis 
friend, in the year 1765, paid fo^r thoufand liorins to 
the Imperial envoy, baron Riedt, at Kerlin, for the 
furtiiering of my freedom . 

About tliis time the French army advanced to 
within five miles of Magdeburg. This important for- 
trefe was, at that time, the key of the whole Pruffian 
power. It rdiquired a garrifon of iixteen thoufand 
' men, and contained not more than fifteen hundred. — 
Tlie French might have marched in unoppofed, and at 
once have put an end to the War. Ihe officers 
brought nfc.ail the news, and my hopes rofe, as 
th«y approached. What was my aftoniflinient when- 
the major informed roe, thi%e waggons had entered the 
town in the night, had been fent back loaded with 
money, and tliat the French w^cre retreating \ N.or 
only were my hopes this way fruRated, but in; Riillla, 
likewife, where the count efs of Ueiluchef/ arid the 
chancellor were fallen into difgrace. 

I now imagined another, and indeed a fearful and 
dangerous project. The garrifon of Magdeburg, at' 
tills momeiit, confided but of nine hundred milit-ia, 
wlio we vedi Ron tented men. Two majors ^and t^o - 
lieutenants, M ere inmy interefl. The guard of the 
Star Fort amonnted to but a hundred and fifteen m«n. 
Fruiiibg the gate of this fort, was the town-ga^*^ 
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guarded only by twelve men and an inferior officer : 
beiide thcf^ lay the cafemates, in wliich were feven 
thoafand Croat prifoners. . BaronK — , a captain, and 
a prifoner of war, alfo was in our intereft afid would 
hold his comrades ready, at a certain place and time, 
to fupport my undertaking. Another friend was, un- 
der fome pretence, to hold his company ready, with 
tlieir rauikets loaded, and the plan was fuch, that I 
fliould have had four hundred men in arms, to carry it 
into execution 

The officer was to have placed the two men wc 
mofl fafi>e :l:ed, and feared, as fentinels over me ; he 
was to command them to take away my bed, and 
when encumbered, I was to fpring out, and (hut them 
in the prifon. Clothing and arms were to have been 
procured, and brought me into myprifon.; the town- 
gate was to have been furprifed, I was to have run 
to the cafemate, and called to the Ci oats, " Trenck! 
to arms :'* My friends, at the fame inftarit, were to 
break forth, and the plan was fo well concerted, that 
it coald not have failed. Magdeburg, the magazine of 
tjie array, the royal treafury,arfcnal,all would have been 
mine ; and iixteen thoufand men, who were tlien pri- 
foners of war, would have enabled me to ke cp pof- 
ieilion. 

Tlie raoft effential fecret, by which all this was 
to liafvA' ^'een evfefled, I dare not reveal ; fuffice it to 
{a V, every ^ing was provided for, every thing feciire ; 
I fcall only add. that the garrifon, in the liarveft 
monjfehs was exceedingly weakened becaufe the farmer* 
paid the captains a florin per man each day, and the 
menfor their labour likewife, to obtain hands. The 
' fob -governor convived at thcpraftice. 

One lieiitenant G procured a furlough to vifit 

hiS friends, but , fupplied by me with money, he w^nt to 
Vienna. I furnifhed nim with a letter addreHed to coun- 
fellors Kempf and fTuttner,including a draught fct two 
thoufand ducats ; wherein I faid that, by iSefe means, 
" I fhouldnot onlyfoon be at liberty. but in pollellionof 
the fortrefs of IVIagdeburg .; and the bearer was Intrud- 
ed with tlie reft. 

The lieutenant came fafe to Vienna, underwent a 
thoufand- interrogatories, and his name was repeatedly 
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ajfccd. Tliis, fortunately, he concealed. They advifcd 
him not to be concerned in fo dangerous an undertak- 
ing ; told him I had not fo muck money due to nie, 
ana gave * hhn, inClead of two thoufand ducats, on 2 
thoufand florins. With tliefe he left Vienna, but with 
very prudent fafpicions, which prevented him ever 
more returning to Magdeburg. * A month had fcarcely 
pafled, before the late landgrave of Fefle-Caflel, then 
chief governor, entered my prifon, flioTrt'^ed me my let- 
ter, and demanded to know who Jiad carried the let- 
ter, and who were to free me and betray Magdeburg. 
Whetherthe letter was fent immediately to the king, 
or the governor, I know not ; it is fufficient that 1 ^\ as 
oncemore betrayed at Vienna. The truth was, the 
* adminiftrators of my eiFeds had acted as if I were dc- 
ceafed, and chole not to refund two thoufand ducata. 
They wiflied not I fhould obtain my. freedom, in a 
manner that would have obliged the government to 
reward me, and reftorethe effe<^s they had embezzled 
and the eftates they had feized. What happened af- 
terward in Vienna, will inconteftably prove this fur- 
mize to be well founded. 

My confternation, on the appearance of the land- 
grave, with my letter in his hand, may well be fup- 
pofed : I had the prefence of mind, however, to deny 
my hand-writing, and affed: aftonifhment at fo crafty 
a crick. The landgrave endeavoured to convift me, 
told me w^at lieutenant Kemnitz had repeated at 
Vienna, concerning my pofleffing myfelf of Magdeburg 
L and thereby fhowedme how fully I had been betrayed^ 
'• But, as'no fuch perfon exifled as lieutenant Kemnitz, 
[ and as my friend had fortunately concealed his name, 
the myftery remained impenetrable, efpeeially, as no 
\ ' one could conceive how a prifoner, in my (ituatlon, 
I could fecluce, or fubdue, the whole garriibn. The 
worthy prince left my prifon, apparently fatisfied with 
I my Sefcnce his heart felt not fatisfaftion in the mis- 
fortunes of Others. 

The next day, a formal examination was taken, at* 
which the fub -governor, Rcichmann, prefided. I was 
accufeil as a traitor to my country, but I obftuiately 
denied my hfind- writing. Proofs, or witnefles, there 
were none, andln arifwer to the principal charge,'! 
N 
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iliid, ^^ I was no criniinal, but a man calumniated, il- 
'^\ ^ .legally impriibned, and loaded with irons ; that tli« 
J f kfng, m the' year 1746, had cafliiered mc, and coniif- 
I citted my paternal inheritance; that, therefore, the 
\ ( laws io£ nature euforced me to feek honour and bread 
\ t in 'a foreign fervice ; and that finding thefe in Auftria, 
^ I was become an officer,, and a faithful fubjeft of thff 
I .'emprefs-queen ; that I had been, a fecond time, un- 

oIfendhi<yly lAuprifoned ; that here I was treacled as 
( the woru of 3nalefa<Elors, and that my only refource 

\ was, to feek my libtrty by fuch means as I could: 

j were J, therefore, in this attempt, to diftroy the very 

j town of Magdeburor, and occafion the lofs of a thou- 

. fand lives, I fhoulduiJl be guilrilefs. Had I been heard 
aiid legally fentenced, previous to my imprifonment 
at Giatz, I fhould have been, and continued, a crimi- 
nal ; but not liaving been guilty of any fmall, much 
I lefs of any great, crime equal . to my punifiiment^ if 

• Ivich crime could be, I was, therefore, not accounta- 

^] ble for confequences : I owed neither fidelity nor du- 

; ty to the king of Pruflia ; for by the word ot his pow- 

er, he had deprived mc ofbreaa, honour, country and 
; freedom. 

' Here the examination ended, without further dlf- 
cbvery \ the officers, however, falling under fufpicion. 
were all removed, and thus I loft my beft friends ; yet 
it was not longbefore I had gained two others, wmch 
was no difficult matter, as I knew the national charac- 
ter, and that none bht poor men were made militia offi- 
cers. Thus was the governor's precaution fruitless, and 
every body fccretly wifhed I might obtain my free- 
dom-. " . . 

I fhall never forget the noble manner in which I 
was trcatefl on this occafion bv the landgrave— ^Whcn 
1, not long afterward, fell ill; lie fent me his own phy- 
iician, and meat from his table, nor would he fuffer 
me, daring two months; to be awakened, by the fen- 
tineis. Ke, likewife, removed the dreadful collar 
from my neck ; for which h»« was feverely reprimand- 
ed by the king, as he, himfelf has fince ailored 
me. 

When 1 had once more gained the officer^, I made 
H new' attempt at mining my way oui:. Not wanting 
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for fiirpkments, my chains and the floornig were fof n 
cut through, and all was fo carefully replaced, I was 
under no rear of examination. I here found my con- 
cealed money, piftols and other neceflaries, but till \ \ 
had' rid' myf^^lf of fome hundredweight of fand^ i t w a s j 
impoHible to proceed. For this purpoTe, 1 made two 
diiicrent openings in the floor : but of the real hole, I 
tlirew a great quantity of fand into my prifon ; after 
^^ which! clofed it with all poifible care. I then Avork- 
;■ ed j» t the f;:cond, with fb much noife, that I was certain 
tlisy niuft hear me, without. About midnight tl?.* 
'[ doors began to thunder, and iu they came, detco:iii^ 

I me, US' i intended they ill J aid Vone of then-, could I 

I cpiiceiv6 why 1 ihoald wilh to break our under ite | 

V door, where there was a triple ' guard to pafs. The \ 

» fentinels remaiucid, and in the morning, prifoners were; 
! fenc to wheel away the fand. The hole was wr^lled ^ 

[ up and boarded , and my fetters were renewed. They 
\ laughed at the ridiculoufnefs of my undertaking, but 
puniihed me- by depriving me of my light ana brc&*,v' ;. 
which, however, in a fortnight, were reftoredr"l^f* 
the" other hole, out of which mod of the earth had \ 

been thrown, no one was aware: The major, and, 
lieutenant w'jre too much^my friends to remark, tiiAt' \ 

they had removed thrice the quantity off^ind' th^ fsiirc 1 

opening could contain. They fappofed, this ftrange \ 

attcmpthaving failed, it would be my laft, and Bruck- i 

haufen grew negligent. ' • *^^ I 

The governor and fib -governor both viHted itie, j 

after (bmewecki, but, far trom the brutality of i^orck> ] 

the Jandgrve fpoke to me with great mildneis, proiiilf- , - \ 
ed me his iutereil to regain my freedom, when *thc ' 1 

r peace ' fhould be concluded ; told me I had more i 

friends than I might ftippofe and afliircd me, I had not \ 

been quite forgotten by the court of Vienna. The \ 

manner in which^I anfwered hmi, moved him to tha 
foul : iii vain he endeavoured to hide his tears, vvhile . 
I, in a moment of exguifite fenfibility, fell at hisfeet^ 
arofe, and pleaded like Cicero, happy to have xiieJi* 
with a prince, who thought, and felt, like a man. .^ . \ 

' He promifcdme every alleviation, and I gave hull" '. i 
my word of honour I would never piore attempt to * \ 
cfcape while he remained governor. The manner iu ' \ 
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whichlfpoke, cnforcedconviftion, and it was then he 
ordered my neck collar to be taken off, my win3ow 
to be unclofed, my doors every day to be two hours 
open, a ftove, which 1 might light myfelf, to be pnt 
in my dun^eon^ finer linen tor my lli'rts, and paper to 
amufe myfelf. The fheets of paper were to be num- 
bered, when given, and when returned, by the town- 
major, that I might not abufe this liberty. 

ink was not allowed me, I therefore pricked my fin- ^ 
ger,fuiFered the blood to trickle into a pot, and when 
coagulated, wanned it again in my hand, throwing a- 
way the fibrous parts that would not liquefy ; by tliis 
means I procured a fuccedaneum for ink, both to write 
and draw, 

Inowbuficd myfelf withengraving my cups ar*cl rer- 
fifying. I had free opportiraity to dilplay fuch abili- 
ties as I poflefied, to excite edeem and awaken compaf- 
lif^n. jMy emulation was incrcafed by the knowledge 
that my productions were fben and read at courts, and 
that the princefs Amelia and the queen herfelf teftificd 
their fatisfW^lion . I had foon fubje fts fent ir« c ; a nd the 
wretch whom the Wng intended to immure and Ijjiry 
alive, whofe name no man was to mention, never lived 
to better purpofe, nor was more famous than while he 
vented his groans in this dungeon. My writings pro- 
duced their efFe<ft, and in reality regained my freedom. 
To my cultivation of the fciences and prefence of mind 
in danger, am I indebted for all : thefe could not all 
the power of Frederic deprive me of; by thefe I ob- 
tained that which he in his wrath and the might of 
his defpotifin, had intended to take from me eternal- 
ly ! Yes ! this liberty I procured, though he had con- 
tmually anfwered to all petitions in my behalf — " He 
is a dangerous man ; and fo longas I have life, lie fhall 
never fee light 1*' 

I return to my dnngeon. Here after my laft con- 
ference with the landgrave, I waited my coming fate> 
with a mind more at eafc than that of many a priucfc 
in his palace. My dawn of hope daily grew more 
bright. The newfpapers they brought me foretold 
approaching peace, on which all my dependence was 
placed, and I pafTed eighteen months calmly and with* 
9Ut ftw^ther attempt. 
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The fatlier of the landgrave died ; he had till then 
been only hereditary prince ; and Magdeburg now loft . 
its nohle goicrnor/ The worthy Rcjchinann however 
teftified for me all compafli jh and cflecm. I had books, 
my time was employed, and therefore dole unperceiv- 
ed away, Imprifonmcnt and chains, to me Were be- 
coTiie habitnal , and freedom in all her lovely forms,- 
ike ping and awake approached. 

About thiii time I wrote a great variety of poems,- 
the mo ft and the beft of which are now loft to me, - 
When I was ^zt at liberty I had none bntfuchas I re- 
membered, and thcfe 1 commicted to writing. On my:' 
iirft perfoiial vifit to the landgrave of Heife Cafiel, I 
received a volume of than written in my own blood ; 
but there were certainly eight of thefe which I fhall - 
fc.ircely ever regain. 

The death of rJbabctli, the depofuig of Peter III. - 
and the acceflion of Catharine II. produced peace. 
On the ri*ceipt of thi^ intelligence, 1 endeavoured to * 
provide for all poUible contingencies. The worthy 

captain K had opened me a correfpondJnce with 

Vienna ; I wa^ aflured of fHpport ; bat was likewife ' 

aflhred the adminiftrators and thofe who^poflefled my 
eltateSj ViTOuld throw every poffible impediment in the ' 
way of freedom, I endeavoured to perfiiade another ' * 

officer to aid my efcape , but in vain ; no iecond Sehell* ^ 

was to be found. The will coisfented; but the heart 
recoiled. ' • j 

I til ere fore, opened my old hole, a nd nay friends aiP* i 

fiftedme, all in their power » further to dife'ncujiiber" ; 

m y fel f o f fa n d . My money m el te d a wa y , but they ptOr * 

videtl me with raols , gun powder, ana a good fwof 3:. • 
I had remained ib long t^uietj tliat my iiooriug was no » 4 

more examined. , | 

Mv It? tent was to wnit the peace, and fHouH IftflL i 

coTitime in chain**, tlien would i' have my fub terra- i 

nean pi^Iai;'^ tn the mmpart ready for efcape. t'or Tuy ' 

further f^t intv, an old liciitenaut had, with my money ' . ' 

p a r'"^ afed ia h o m f:; i n the £ah li r b s . w he re I m ight 1 ic con- - * 

ceatifd, ..iirmiieru. in '■a''QTiv is in\y two miles from ^ . \ 

Mg.^rl-'jinrg : iiere a friend with two good liorfes, was 
to Wait a whole year ; to ride on the glacis of Klofter* 
N 2. 
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bergen, on the firft and fifteenth of each months and, at 
a given ligtial, to haften to my affiftance. . 

i*Iy pallage was to be ready in cafe of eijiergency ; I 
therefore, removed the planking, broke up the two un- 
derbeds, cut the boards into ctiips and burnt them ia 
my ftove. By tliis. I obtained fo much additional j^oom. 
aa to proceed halfway with my mine. Linen agaio 
was brought me, fand bags made, and thus I fuccelsful- 
l\ proceeded to all but the laft operation. Every 
thiiig was afterwards fo well dofed and concealed, that 
I had nothing to fear from the narroweft infped:ion, ' 
fifficient of the under llodring be ing left to fupport the 
upper^ and it appeared doubly nailed as before, to a- 
▼oid fufpicion, efpecially as the new^-come garri&a 
could not know what was the original length of th«« 
planks. 

This (evere labour reduced me again to a very fee- 
ble (late of body ; and while mini.ng qnder the founda- 
tion of the rampart, juft as I wasgping^ to carry ont 
jhc fand bag, 1 ftruck 'my foot againfl: a ftone in die 
%'all above, which fell down and cTofed up the pa^ge. 
What w^as my horror to find myfelf thus buried a- 
Yivc I Altera jfhorttime for refledion, Ibeeantoworfe 
l: '\. tliafaud away from theiide., that I might obtain room 
■" < ^'^V ^ turn round. By good fortune, there were fome feet 
V ? .- -^^f empty fpacc, into which I threw tjiefand as I work- 
^at away ; but the fraall qiiantlty of air foon made^ 
C75i^||||bul, that 1 a thoufand times wiflied myfelf de^cl^ 
l J^ Jt)^lflil^e fcveral attempts to llrangle my felf. Furtjier 
;*;''»'ta^T§ar p^gan to fecm impoifible. Thirft almoft de*^ 
l' ^f^^^(t'n}^\^(myicniQ%, but as often as I put my mouth 
ij^Jth^ fand, I inhaled frefh air. My fuiferings wer^ 
Jti;!^ V?4^^^^? ^^^ ^ imagined I paffed full eight hours in 
tlizs :^i{tra6lion of horror. Of all dreadful deatlis, 
farely fuc'? a death as this is tlie mod dreadful. My 
fpirits fainted ; ag^-in I fome what recovered, again I 
beo;an to labour, bat tiie earth was as high as my cliHa, 
and J had no more.fpace into which I might throw the 
fand, thair I might turn round. I made a more def}>0- 
rate effort, drew my body into a ball, and ►turned a- 
round. I now faced the ftone, which was as yc)di as 
the whole pailage, but there being an opening at top, 
I rcfpired frcfli air. My next kSour was, to root a.- 
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way the fand under the ftonc and let it fink, 4b th^t I 
might creep over, and by this^nieans^ at length lonce 
jQoi'« happily arrived in my dungeon. 

The morning was advanced ; 1 fat myfelf down fo 
c^aufted, that i fuppofed it was impoffible I had tinv; 

• or ftrength to- cover up and conceal my hole. After 
half an hour's reft, however, my fortitude returned .- 
agaiu'l went to work, andfcarcely had I ended, before 
the refounding locks and bolts told tlie approach "of 
jny vifitors. 

They fou^id me pale as death r I complained of the 
head-ach, and contmued fon?e days fp much affefted!, 
by the fatigue I had faftained, that 1 began to imagine 
my lungs were impaired. After » time health and 

• ftrength re^-iied^ bt^t.. nerhaps of all my niglits of hor- 
ror, this was the moli horrible. I long repeatedly 
dreamed I was buried alive in the centre of the earth ; 
and now, thou^ three and twentv years are elapfed, 
my fleep is ftill haunted by this vinon. 

After diis accident, wlus never I worked in my cavi- 
ty, I hung a knife rouj>d my neck, that in cafe 1 fhould 
be again to enclofed, I might fliorten my miferies. C ver 
the ftone that had fallen, were feveral others that hung 
tottering, under which I was feveral hundred time? 
obliged to creep. ] 

When my pallage was ready, fo that I could breal^.' ' 
out wi^en I pleafed, 1 wrote feyeral letters to my friends 
at Vienna, and alfo an impaifionate memorial to mj 
foirereign. When the militia left Magdeburg, antithe 
regulars returned, I took an aifedionate leave of my . 
friends^ wlio had behaved ta me with fo much huma- 
nity, and fo benevolently {upplied'iny wants. Several 
weeks elapfed before they departed, and I learnt tliat 
general Rcidt was appointed ambafiador from Vienna 
to- Berlin. 

• I knew this general was not averfe to a bribe ; I 
wrote him a moving letter, conjuring him not to aban- 
don tne, and to ad with perhaps more ardor in mybe^ 
half than his inftrudtions might imply : I encloled a 
draught for fix thoufand florins on my effects at Vien-\ 
na, and he received four thoufand more from one of my • 
relations. . I have to thank th.efe ten thoufand florins '\ 
foa^ my freedom, which I obtained nine months after^ 
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I received intelligence, before the garrifon departed, 
that no ftipulatioa^ad been made on my behalt at the 
treaty of Hubwlberg*. The Vienna plenepotentia- 
rie3, after, aImJ not before the articles "were iigned, 
mentioned my name to Hertzberg, hot with little ear- 
nertnpB of folicitation. — From Berlin indeed I received 
pwatc afliirances of every effort being made to move 
Frederic, a promtfe on which I could much better rely 
than on my prote>5lors at Vienna, who fo many year* 
had left me m misfortune. I therefore determined to 
wait three months longer, and fh'ould 1 ftill find myfclf . 
Iiegleded, to owemyefeape to myfelf. ; 

Gn the change of the garrifon, the officers, being all ■ 
of the nobility, were much rnqre^d^Sgih^^^ain than 
the former. The majors liti f '^^JWiMJ^p"' orders % 
their help was unneceflary ; bat {tfl^ffl^^^ ^^^ '^T 
old friends. I had only ammunition bread again for' 
food, as no onefapplied me with the lead comfortable 
aiddition. 

My time hung very heavy ; every thing was care- 
fully examined on the change.of the garriTon. A ftlll 
ftrider feratiny mij^it occur, and ail my proje^s be 
difcovered. 'rhis had nearly been effected by acci- 
dent, as I ihall here relate. I had two years before fd 
tamed amoufe, that it would play round me, and eat 
from my mouth: in this fuiall animal 1 difcovered- 
proofs of intelligence, too great eafily to gain belief. 

This inteH5gent moufe had nearly been my ruin. I 
had diverted myfelf with it daring the night i it had • 
been nibbling at my door, and capering on a trencher. 
The fentinels happening to hear onr amufement, called ■ 
the officers ; they heard alfo, and added, all was not 
right in my dungeon. At day break my doors re- 
founded ; tbetown-riiajor. afmith. and mafon entered J* 
ftrifb fearch was begim . flooring, walls, chains, and- 
my own perfon, were all f^rntinized- but in vain. 
They aflted what was the noife t^ey had heard ? 1 men- 
tioned the moufe, whiilled, and it canio and T;ipi}'»ed 
upon my fhbulder. Orders were given ' fho aid be de- 
prived of its focicty ; I earnellly entreated iLey fliould 

* Thff rfh'a/d of Trench vjrts fo p:hh 7nrnt:'i/isJ h) 
the Aiiftria/i^pienipof^7itian, t^\it Fe'rfz ^e*'iy th'. Intjfian 
mhiifisr took not the leafi notice of ihi ajfair. 7^^ 
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(pare its life. The officer on* g^aard gave me "his word 
of hofior he would prefent it to a lady, who would treat 
it with the utmoft tendeTnefs. 

He took itav,^ay, turned it looie in the guard-room^ 
but it was t.ame tanie alone, and fought a hiding place. 
It had fled to my prifon door, and at the hour of vifi- 
tation, ran into my dungeon, immediately tellifying its 
joy by its antic leaping between my legs. It is wor* 
thy of remark, that it had been taken away blindfold, 
that is to fay, wrapped in a handkerchief. The guard- 
room was a hundred paces from my dungeon.. Kow" 
thendid^t find its mailer ? Did it know, or did it wait 
for the hour of vi-fitatron ? Had it remarked tlie doors 
were daily opened ? 

All werQ:dc(irous of obtaining this moufe, but the- 
major carfiVclVif o?F^ibr his lady ; die put it into a 
cage , where it pined, refuied all fiiftenauce, and in a 
few days was found dead. 

The'lofs of this little companion made me for fome 
time quite melancholy ; yet, on the laft examination, 
1 perceived it had fo eaten away the bread, by which 
I had conccsiied the crevices. I had made in cutting th& 
£oor, that the examiners mufl be all bat blind nottrv 
difcover them. I was convinced my faithful little 
friend had fallen a neceflary viftim to his mafter's fafe*. 
tv. — My keepers were periuade^ I hadneith^ tlie will 
nor thepower to make further attempts at freeifom. 
This accident, however, determined me Bot^to wait 
even the three months. 

I have already related, horfes were to be kept rea- 
dy on the firft and fifteenth, and I only fuffered the 
Hrft of Auguft to pafs, becaufe I would not injure the 
worthy major Pfiihl, who had treated me with more 
compaffion than his comrades, andwhoCe dayofvifita- 
tion it was. On the 15th I determined to fly. This^ 
refolution formed, I waited in anxious expeftation of 
the day, whe'n: anew and m.ofl; remarkable fuccellidn of 
accidents again happened. 

An alarm of fire had obliged the major of the day to 
repair in bafte to the town j he therefore committed the 
keys to the lieutenant. The latter, coming to vifit 
me, with a look of compafHon, afked — " Dear Trenck, 
have you never diiring (even years that you have been 
\wdei:the guard of die militia, found a man like ScbelJ ?■* 
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'* Alas 1 Sir/' anfwered I, ^^ fuch friends are indeed 
rare ; the will of many lias been good : each knew I 
could make his fortune, but none had courage enough 
to make fo defperare an attemjpt ! Money I have dif- 
tributed freely, but have rccrh^ecl little help.' ' 

" Money 1 how do you obtain money in this dun- 
geon?" " From a fecret correfpondent at Vienna, by 
whom I am ftill fupplied. Ifl can ferve you, com^ 
mand me : I will' do it willing:ly, without alkinc any 
return." So faying, T immediately took fifty ducats 
from between tiie pannrls, and gave theni. to him. 
M firil he refufed,but. at length, accepted them with 
fear. — He left me, promifed to return, pretended to 
ihut the door, andjcept his word. He now avowed, 
debt obliged him to defert. that had long been-hisdc/- 
termination, and that; could he ailifl me, at the fame 
time, he was readv and willing. I had* only to fhow 
how this might be eifefted. 

We continued two hours in conference ; apian was 
fooi^ formed; approved; and almofta certainty^ of fuc- 
cefs demonflrared ; efpecistily, when I toldhiin I had 
two horfes in waiting;. We vowed eternal {riendihip. 
I gave him fiftjr additional ducats, and he had never 
tkefore been fo rich ; his whole debt«, which would o1»f- 
lige him to defert, not amounting to more than two 
hundred rix dollars, which, however, he never could 
Eave difcharged out his of pay. 

He was to prepare four keys, that were -to refcmble 
thofc of my dangeon; the latter were to be exchanged* 
on the day of flight, being kept in the guard-room 
while the major was with general Walrabe. He was 
to give the grenadiers on guard' leave of stbfencc for 
fome hours, or fend them into the town on various pre- 
tences. Thefehtinels at the gate he was to call from 
their duty, and thofe placed over me, were to be fenc 
into my dungeon, totakeawas ray bed? while encum- 
bered with this^, I was to fpring out, and lock them 
in, after which we. were^ to mount our horfes, kept rea- 
dy, and ride full fpeed'to Guimnern. Ever^ thing 
was to be prepared within a week, when he agaip waste 
mount gaard. We had fcarcel y fully formed oBr pro- 
ie<a before rfie fentinels caUed, the major was comhjg ; 
he accordingly haflily harried up the doorS; aod toe 
major pajfed to general Wabrabe* 
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No man now was happier than myfelf, though 1 wzn 
in a dungeon. My hopes of efcape were tTi|Hc ; the 
mediation at Berlin, the mine 1 had made, and my new- 
friend, the lieutenant. 

Intoxicated with hope and joy, then, when moft mj 
mind ought to have been cool and clear^ 1 feeuicd ty 
have loft my underilanding. I came to a refjlution 
which will appear, to every reafonable man, extrava- j 

gant, abfurd J pitiable. 1 was vain enough, ftupid e- ^ 

nough, mad enough, to form the delign ofcafting my- -{ 

lelf onthe generofity aud maffnanimity of the Great i 

Frederic ! — should this fail, I mil thought my 'lieute- j 

nant a certain faviour. • | 

Having heated my imagination with this lamenta- j 

ble fcheme, lexpeftedthe hqur of vilitation with an- ] 

aety. The major entered ; I befpoke him thus : • 

^* I know, fir, the great prince Ferdinand is again 5 

sit Magdeburg." (M7 new friend had told me this.) 

"Be pleafed to inform him, that he may iirft exa- 
mine my prifon, double the fentinels, and afterward , 
give me his commands, ftating at what "hour it will 
pleafe him I fhould make my appearance, in perfe«5b * 'I 
freedom, on the elacis of Kiofterbergtn. If 1 prove 
myfelf capable oithis, I then hope for the prote<flion > 
of*^ prince Ferdinand, and that he will relate my pro- 
ceeding to the kinjy, who may thereby be convinced of i 
my innocence, and the perfeft clearnefs of my con- 
fcience." ' 

-The major was aftonifhed ; fuppofcd ray brain turn- " j 

ed. The propofal he held to be ridicti^ous* ;and the j 

performance impoffible. I , however, ferfifted ; Herode 
to town, and returned with the fuljV governor, Reich- 
mann j the town-major B iding ; an*(l the major of in- 
fpedion. The anfwer they delivered was — That the 
prince promifed me his proteftion, the kiuQ;'s favour, 
and a certain releafe from my chains, fliould I {vrove 
my aflertion. I required they would appoint a tnnie, 
they ridiculed the thing as impoflible, and, at la(!^ 
faid, that it would be fuflicient, could I only prove the 
prav^caibility of (iichafchcme ; but fhould Irefufe, they 
would immediately break up tlie whole flooring, and 
place fent\nels in my dungeon night and day ;. adding 
t^^e governor would riot admit of any a»£bital break- 
ing; out. 
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After the raod folemn promifis of faith, I Immefi- 
aitely difencumbcred myfelf of my chains, railed up 
my floring, gave them my arms and implements, and 
alfo two keys, that my friend had procured me, to the 
doors of the fabterranean gallery. This gallery 1 de- 
fired them to enter, and found with their fword hilu 
at the place through which I was to break, which 
might be done in a few minutes, i further defcribed 
the road I was to take through the gallery, inform- 
ed them, that two of the doors had not been (hut for 
fix months and to the others they already had the 
keys ; adding, I hadhorfes waiting at the glacis, that 
would be immediately .ready ; the ftables for which 
were unknown to them. 

Tliey went, examined, returned, put queftions, which 
I anfwered with as much precilion as the engineer wio 
built the Star-Fort could have done. They left me 
with feeming friendlhip, continued away about an 
hour, came back, told me the prince was aftoniihed at 
what he had heard, that he wifhed me all happine^, 
and then took me unfettered to the gnard-houfe. The 
major came in the evening, treated us with a fumptu- 
OU8 fupper, aflured me every thing would happen to 
my wifhes, and that prince Ferdinand had already 
written to Berlin. 

. The guard-was reinforced next day- : two grenadiers 
entered the ^iSicers' room as fentinels. The whole 

fuard loaded, with ball before my eyes, the drsLYi 
ridges were n^i&d in open day, ana precautions were 
taken as if it VvciP fuppofed I intended to make at- 
tempts as defpcr^f fe as thofe I had made at Glatz. — 
I now faw numerous workmen emply^ed in my dungeon 
and carts bringing quarry-ftones. The oilicers oo 
guarfl behaved with great kindnefs, kept a good ta- 
ble, at which I ate, but two fentinels, and an undcr- 
ofliccr never quitted the guard-room. Converfation 
was very cautious, and this continued five or fix days : 
at length, it was my new friend, the lieutenant'* 
turn to mount guard : he appeared to be as friendly 
as formerly, but conference was difficult: he, howe- 
ver, found an opportunity to expre(s his aftonifliment 
at ray ill-timed difcovery, told me the prince knew no- 
thing of the affair, and that the report propagated 
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through the garrifon' was^ that I had been furpiifed in 
making a new attempt. * 

1 now faw my error, but, alas ! too late ; T afTiired 
my friend thisftep had been occafioned by my reliance 
on his promilb. He lamented my mlftake, but atiinn- 
ed himfelf ftill the fame. My courage ftrcngthcned, 
and 1 vowed vengeance againft the mean cont.uct of the 
fub -governor. 

My dungeon was completed in about a wedc. The 
tov/h-major and major of the day, re-condu<Slcd mc to 
it. My foot only was chained to the wall, but witli 
links twice as llrong as formerly ; the remainder of 
my irons were never after added, 

Inftead of flooring, the dungeon was paved witii 
huge flat (lones. 1 he prifon was made impenetrable. 
That part of my money only was faved wliich I had 
concealed in the pannels of the door, and the chimney 
of the flove ; fome thirty louis-d'ors hidden about iny 
clothes were taken from me. 

While the fmith was rivettingmy chains, I a^dref- 
'fed niyfelf to the fub-governor. — " Is this the confe- 
quence of the pledged honor of the prince ? Has the 
magnanimity of my conduct defervedfuch treatment ? 
But think not you deceive me ; I am acquainted with 
thefalfe reports that have been fpread ; the truth will 
foon come to light, and the unworthy be put to fliame : 
nay, I now foretel you, Trend: fhall n0t much longer 
be in your power ; for., were vou to build your dunge- 
on of tleel, it would ftill be insufficient t^ contain me." 

Tliey frailed at my threats. Reichmann, however, 
defired me to take courage, and faid I^ iTiight probably 
foon obtain my freedom ^o-ftcr a proper uumner. My 
firm reliance on my fricncl, the lieutenant, gave me, 
inftead of appearing funken and dcfpondcnr, a degree 
. of confidence tliat amazed them all. 

It is here neceflary farther to explain this affair. 
When I had obtained my liberty, I vifited prince Fer- 
dinand of Brunlwic. He informed me the majors had 
not made a true report, bring afraid of reprin.and for 
their ov»n carelellnefs. Their ftory was, they had 
caught me at work, and liad it not been for their ex- 
treme dilig;ence, I fliould certainly have made my 
cfcape. Prince rerdinand heard the "ituth fome time 

O 
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after, x>nd-lnforined the king, who from that time, only 
vvKiici] a favourable opportunity toreflorenie to libcr- 
ly. .- • 

Once more v/as I immured, curfing in my heart the 
cruelties of kings and governors : this time however 
they were innocent, becaufc deceived. 
^. I waited in anxious hope for the day when my. deli- 
verer was to m.ount guard. What again was my def- 
pair, when inftead of him,I faw another lieutenant! 
J buoycdmyfelf up with the expe<5lation, that accident 
was the occalion oFthis, but I remained three weeks ia 
the fame fufpence, and faw iiim no more. A/k I durft 
not, but heard at length hcliad left the corps of grena- 
diers, and therefore was no longer to mount guard at 
the Star Fort. Whether he was afraid, repented his 
engagement, or that the hundred ducats had procured 
liun better profpefts, 1 neitlier know, nor ever wiih to 
know : but be it as it may, his abfencecut ofF all hope, 

I bitterly now-repented my folly and untimely vani- 
ty : melancholy feized my mind ; I had brought my 
, misfortunes on myfclf. When I had removed every 
impediment, the confidence I placed in the honor of 
iinn again plunged me near fix months longer in af- 
iliclioii, doubled my defpair. I had" myfclf rendered 
my dunc^con impenetrable. — Death would have follow- 
ed, ,biy: for the dependence I pliaced ii><he courtof Vi- 
enna. 

The ofticers foon remarked the lofs of my accuftom- 
cd fortitude and gloomy thoughtfulnefs. 1 was lefe in- 
tlofu ious onmy cups ; the verfes I wrote weredcfpond- 
!ur/. The onry-comfort they could give, was, ** Pati- 
cni:e. dear Treiick ; your condition cannot be worfe ; 
the king Mill not live for ever." Small confolation 
tliis. Were 1 fick, they told me I then might hope my 
falTerhigs would foon lirive an end. If I recovered, they 
pitied mc, and lamented their continuance. AVhat 
man ofmy rank and expe*6lations ever endured what I 
have endured, ever was treated as I have been treated ? 

Peace had been concluded nine months.. Iw^asfor- 
.^oittn. Ac lafi, however, when I fappcfed ^U hope 
loft, the 2/,th of December, and the day .of frcetom 
1 -.uu? ' At the hour of parade, count Schlieb^fi^ lieute- 
nant of the aiards^ arrived and brought ord'ei^ for my 
releaf-' I ^ 
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Tlie fub-governor fuppofod me weaker m intellecl:s 
than L reilly was, and would not too iliddciily tell me 
thefe liajjpy tidings. He knew not the prefence ot" 
mindp the fortitude, which tlie various dunr^ors I hud 
feen had made habitual. 

My doors for the LAST TIME refoimded ! 

Several people entered ; their countenances were moro 
thiin "ufaally cheerful, and the fab -governor at their 
heiid, at ]en;^thfaid, ^^ This time, my d«ar Trenck, T 
am- the jovfuT msilena:-r of ©"ocd news. Prince Fcrdi- 
na:Kl has prevdiiecl on the kin<y to let } oar iro.is be 
tak'en orT. Accordingly, 10 work went the finith — 
'^ Ydu iliiU aUb/'con\-injed he, ** have ahnter a]).irt- 
tnr.it/' *M am free then/' faid I, ** and yo;. a-c- a- 
fraid to rell me fo too fuddenly. Speak 1 tear no;! ! I 
can moderate luy tranfports.'* 

" Then you are free, *' was the reply. 

The fuh -governor hrll embraced me, and afterward 
Bis at ten slants. 

He afkcime what clothes I would wiHi. I anfwer- 
cd the nnifovni of my regiriient. The taylor attended 
and look ni:jfure. Ueicliinann told him it muil he made 
by the morning. Tlic man cxcufed himfclf, beciuife it 
T\^s Chridmas eve. — -^^ So then, this gentleman inTill: 
remain in his dungeon becanf? it is holiday with yon/' 
The taylor was anfwered, and promifed to be ready. 

The fmithhavlnjT ended his work, 1 v/asiakert to the 
gaard-room: congratulations were univcrfal, and lije 
lown -major adininlllcrcd the aaths cuftomary to ali 
ftate prifoners. ~ . ; 

ill. That 1 fliould avenge my fclf on no man, - ' 

^ 2ndly. Thai I fiiouidneiihcr enter the PraiJaciunor 
Saxon flate:-:. - . 

jdly. That I fhonkl never relate by fpeecli or 111 
writing, wha^had happened to me. 

4thly. That, fo lon^ as the kingllved, I fiiould nei- 
ther ferve in a civil nor military capayity. 

Count Schliebeu delivered me a letter from the Im-- 
pcrial miniftcr, general Reidt, in Berlin, to the fcjl ow- 
ing purport ; thut he was lu'artily rejoiced at having 
found an opportunity of obtaining my liberty from the 
king; that I mall cheerfully obey the rcquifiiions of 
count Schliebcn^ whofe orders were to accompany me- 
to Prague^ 
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'' Ycs^ clear Trenck/' faid Schlicbcn, " I am to con- 
duA you in a covered waggon through IDrcfden to 
Pru^ic, with orders not to fuffer you ro fpeak to any 
one on the road. I htive received three hundred du- 
cats from general Reidt to defiiiy the expenie of tra- 
velling. A waggon muft be purchalcd ; but as all 
thino;s cannot be prepared to-aay, the fubgoveraor 
lias ?.etcrmined we Ihall depart to-morrow night." 

Once more at liberty, I walked about the fortificati- 
ons, to accull.m m}rcff to light and air,.and collected 
the raoney I had concealed in my dungeon, which a- 
xnounted to about feventy ducats. To every man ou 
guard I gav^a ducat, to the fentlnels then on duty over 
me each three, and ten ducats to be divided among the 
relief-guard. I fcnt the ofHcer on guard a prcfent 
"from Prague, and the remainder of my money Ibeftow- 
td on the widow of the kind, the honeft, the worthy 
Gef hardt. He, poor fellow, was no more, and Ihe had 
cntrufledthe fecret of the ihoufand florins ^o a young 
foldier, who fpending.too freely, w^s flifpefted, be- 
trayed her, and (lie pafied two years in the.houfc of 
correction . Gef hardt n^^ver received any puiiifhincnt ; 
he was killed in the field. — Had he left any children, 
1 fhould in duty have provided for them. To the wi- 
dow of the man who hanged himfelf before my pjifon 
door in the ycai 1 756, I gave thirty ducats, lent mc • 
by Sdilieben. 

The night was riotous, the guard made merry, and 
I palled the m.o(l of it in their company. I was vifited 
by all the generals of the garrifon on Chriilmas morn- 
ing, for I was not allowea to enter the town. Boots, 
uniform, all were made ready Iwnoon. I was dreflcd, 
viewed myfelf in the glafs, and found pleafure ; but the 
tumult of my own paffions, the congratulations I re- 
ceived, and the vivacity of every thing found me, pre* 
vented my remembering incidents minutely. 

Evening came, and with it count Schlieben, a wag- 
gon and tour pofthorfes. After a very aifedling fare* 
wel we departed. Who could have perfuaded me I 
fliould have (bed tears at leaving Magdeburg ? Yet 
tears I adbually did flied. It feems equally ftrange; that 
I lived there ten years, yet never few the towA, 
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The cxaft duration of my imprifofiment at Magde- 
burg, was nine years five months and fome dajs ; add i 

to 3iefe the-feventeen months imprifonment at Glatz, ij 

and the annovyjt is eleven years. i 

On the ind of January i arrived with count Sdille- | 

ben Cifely at Prague, and the fame day he delivered me * 

to the then governor, the duke of Ocaxponts. He re- -; 

ceived me with kindnefs and didindion ; we dined • 

with him two facceilive days, and all Prague was anx- f 

ious to fee a man who hadfarmounted ten years of fuf- t 

feriag fo unheard of as mine. Here I received three 
diouiand florins, and paid general Reidt his three bun- \ 

dred ducats, which he had advanced count Schlieben, 
for the expenfes of my journey , the repavMient of which ' *| 

he demanded in. his letter, although he liad already re- If 

ceived ten thouiand florins. The expenfe of returning 3 

t alfo paid to Schlieben, made him a prefcnt, and pro- 
vided ijiyfelfwitlifame necellaries. — .^fter remaining a 
few day^ at Prague, a courier arrived from Vienna, to 
whom it fe moft worthy of remark, I was ol^liged to 
pay forty florins, with an order from government to i 

bring me under a ftrong guard from Prague to Vienna. ^ 

My fword was demanded ; captain count Wela and ^ l 

two inferior officers entered the carriage, which I was ^ 

obliged to purchafe, in company with me, and brought '}■ 

rac to Vienna. I took up a thoufand florins more in 
Prague to defray thefe expenfes, and was obliged in 
Vienna to pay the captain fifty ducats, for travelling ; 
chains back. . S 

^ I entered Vienna like a criminal, was feiitas a pri- 

foncr to the barracks, there kept in the chamber of 
• lieutenant Blbnket, with orders that L fhould be fuf- 
fered to write to no oncy fpeake to no one, without • 
a ticket, from counfellors Kempfand Kuttner. 
I So I remained fix weeks ; at lengthy the colonel of 

i thercgvmentofi^oniatowfki, count Alton, fpoke tome, 
' I related what Ifuppofed were the reafons of my being 
■ thuskept-aprifcincr in Vienna ; ^nd to the c'xertions ^. 

\ of this worthy man am I indebted, that the ^homina- - 
&lc intentions of my enemies were fruftrated^ whjcii • 
"were, to have me imprifoned. during life as infanc, 
intlie fortrefs of Glatz. Fad they once rcnuiv«d me 
frcM» Vienna^ all had been loft, and I fhould have pjned^ 
O 2 -*^ 
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away the poor remainder of mj life in a mad-h*ule^r 
Yet, when at liberty, could I never obtain juftice a- 
gainft thefe men i iiy their means was the emprefy 
perfuaded, that my brain was effe£ted, and that 1 con- 
tinually uttered the moft violent threats againft the 
king of Prullia. The cleftion of a king of the Ro- 
mans was then in agitation, and the court was appre- 
heniive, left I, with a rafli defire of vengeance, fhould 
a6t foms thing that might oflPend the Pruflian envoy. 
General Reidt had, moreover, been obliged to pro- 
mifc Frederic, that I fhould not be fuffered to appear 
in Vienna^ and that they ihould hold amoft wary eye 
over me. The cmprefs-^ueen felt compreffion for my 
fappofed difeale, and aiked if no affiftance could be af- 
forded me ; to which they anfwered, I had feveral . 
times been let blood, but that I ftill remained a very 
dangerous man. 

They added, that I fquandered my money fliangely 
having taken up anddilperfcd four thoufand florins i» 
fix days, at Prague j that it v/ould therefore, be pro- 
]:er to. appoint curators, or guardians, to impede fucBf 
extravagancies. 

Count Alton, however, fpoke of me, and my hard 
defliny, to the countefs Paar, miftrels of the ceremo*- 
nies to the emprefs-queen, a noble-i^inded lady. 
The late emperor entered the chamber while I was- 
the f ibjedl of difcourfe, and afked whether 1 ever had 
any laci^l intervals. *' May it pleale yourmajefty," 
anfv/,ercd Alton, *' he has now been feven v/eeks a 
cuftady at my barracks, and 1 never in my life met a 
more reafonable, or more agreeableman, . There mud 
be fametiaing myfteriaus in this affair, or he could not 
he treated as a madman, or fo repref nted at court. 
That he is not fo, in any wife, 1 pledge my honour.** 

The. next d^y, the emperor fent count Thurn, 
gaarJ-mafler of the arch dake Leopote, to fpeak to- 
me. In him I fomd a worthy man, an enlightened 
phil )ropher, and a lover of his country. To liim T re- 
lated how 1 had been twice betrayed, twice fold at 
Vienna, during ray imprifonment-, demonftrated, that 
my admi liftrators had only aeted in this vile manner, 
that 1 migAt.be imprifoned for life, and they remain 
wndiftarbcd JnpoHeffi^n of my ciTeds. Wc coi|Terfe4 
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tdgetLer two Hours : I grained his confidence and hearty 
and he continued my friend till death; He left me^ 
promifed protedion, retarned the following day^ and 
procured me a<i audienee of the emperor. 

I fpoke with freedom ;the audience lafled more thaii 
an hour. At length the emperor was fo moved, that 
he rofe from his feat, and retired into the next appart- 
ijient : I faw the tears drop from his eyes. With 
fympathetic enthulialm, 1 fell at his feet, and embrac- 
ed his knees. Words 1 had none, but my Iboks, my 
tears, were indeed eloquent. The emperor tore himfe If 
from me, and 1 departed, with fenfations, fuch as only 
thofe can know who; themfelves being virtuous, have, 
unfortunately met with vile and wicked men. 

I returned to my barracks in all the raptures of joy> 
and an order, the next day, came for my releafe. I 
went, with count Alton, to the countels Paar, who 
defire^to fee me, and, by her mediation, I obtained 
a private" audience of the ciiiprefs. 

I cannot defcribe the kindnefs of the fovcrcig*;. 
how much ihe pitied my fulFerings, 4^ow mucji flie 
admired my fortitude. I had not opportunity to> 
focak a word ; her profcflions of pity {^eventing my 
(tating the iuftnefs of my cafe. She told me flic 
was informed of all the vile artifices pf adlifed againfl-^ 
me in Vienna : required, however, 1 ihould mention 
no paft grievances, Ihould forgive all my cnemies.avoid 
all retrofpeft, and pafs all the accounts of my admini* 
ftrators. I would have fpoken. — ** Do not complain 
of any thing/* faid ihe, " but a£l: as I defu^. 1 know 
all — you fhall be recompenfed by me j you deferve re- 
ward and repole, and thefe you fhall enjoy.^' Wliat 
could I do ? I muft either fig;n whatever was given mc 
tofign, or be fenttoa mad-houffc. I received o rdipra- 
to accompany M. Piftrice to £ounfelk>r 7eigler : thi- 
thef I went, and the next day was obliged to fign^ 
in their prefence> the following conditions : 

Firfl. — That I acknowledged the will of Trcnck to 
be yali'Il. 

SccDndly, — That [renounced all elaim to the Scla-. 
. voman cfiates, nUmg aloiie on her nujefty's £u 
voar. 
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Thirdly. — That I fblcmilly acquitted my accooiur-*^ 
aBts and curators : and^ 

LafUj. — Th^t 1 would not continae in Vienna. 

Juilly di^^tWfied, I detersaioed to aypid Auilria c- 
iernally. 

Before my ii^ ended departure to {eekmy fortune^ 
I fell ill, and ^ckneia alraoft brought me to the grave. 
The emprefs, hearing of my condition, in her g^eat 
clemency, fentone of her own phyiicians> andacha* 
ritable friar, to my affiilar.ce ; both of whom I was at 
laft obliged to pay. My own dodor would have re*- 
ftored memuchclieaper. 

. At this time I received, unrolicitcd, a major's com— 
miflion; for which I Was obliged to pay the tees. Bcr 
ing excluded from adual fervice, the title to me was 
©flittlc value ; my rank in the army had- been at leaft. 
equal ten years before in other fervice; The follow- - 
jbg words, ini2srtedin my comm^Son, are notjnwofr- 
thy remark : — *' Her majefty, in cciifequence of my 
^elity and zeal for her fervice, Q> conTpicuoufly de— 
monilratcd during a long imprifonment, my extraor- 
dinary €ndowmenUi,aA4 exemplary virtues, had been- 
gracioufly plcafed to grant me, in the Imperial fervice, 
the rank of major." — The rank of major !— From this 
preamble, who would not have expe<3£d either the 
rankof fflsneral, or the reftoration of my great Scla.- 
vottiaa eftates ? I had been fifteen years a captain of 
cavalry , and now was I moft gracioufly made an inva« 
lid major !— — ^I was made an invalid major three • 
and twenty years ago, and an mvalid major I dill re- 
main ! 

I fought am audience, but this was. no more to be ob-^ 
tained. I attended the lev^ of prince Kaunitz. Not 
pcrfoB^lly kno%^n to him, be, on his pinnacle of p"6wj- 
er, viewed in me a crawling infeS among the fwarm 
, beneath* I thought fomewhat more proudly, quitted' 
the apartment, and, at the door, was congratu- 
lated on my good fortune, of having obtained an au- 
dience ! 

I applied to the field-raarfiial, from whom I received 
this remarkable anfwer : — <^ If you cannot pure ht^fe, 
my dear Trencki it will be ^impoflibre to admit yon 
into adual fervice ; befides^ you arc too old . to'Ieanii 
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oiir very difficult manxuvres ; I was then thirty-leven. 
I briefly replied, " Your excellency miftakes my cha- 
racter ; I did not come to Vienna to ferve as an inva- 
lid major. I have no money j but had 1 millions, I 
would never obtain rank in the army by that mode." 
I quitted the room with a fhrug. — The next day I 
addrefled a memorial to the emprefs : but obtained 
not fo much as an anfwer to tliis, and a h\indred other 
iiniilar petitions, 

I had bought a houfe in Vienna in the year 17^5. 
The price was iixteen thoufand florms. — After being 
relealed from my dungeon at Magdeburg, I enquired 
concerning my houfe, bat no longer found it mine. 
My houfe was in otherhands,andI was brought in debt- 
or fix thoufand florins, for interefl: and coRs of fuit. 

It has been afl'er ted, the emprefs delivertd me from 
imprifonment. But no, I pofitively declare the con- 
trary. * I remained nine months in my dungeon after 
the articles werefigned, unthought ou and when men- 
tioned by the Aultrians, the king had twice reje«5lcd 
the propofal of ray being fet free. The affair a^SlurfUy 
happened as follows, according to the account I re- 
ceived from their royal highnefles, prince Henry, prince 
Ferdinand, and particularly from the minifter count 
Hertzberg. General Reidt had received my ten thou- 
iand florins full fix months, and feemed to remember 
me and iny unprifomnent no more. One gala day^ 
however, on the 21ft of December, the king Happened 
to be m an^extraordinary good humour, and her ma- 
jefty the queen, the princels Amelia, and the prefent 
monarch, faid to the Imperial minifter, ** This is a fit 
opportunity for you to fpeak in behalf of Trenck."^ 
Ke accordingly waited his time, did fpeak, and the 
king replied, ^^ Yes.'* 

The joy of the whole company appeared fo gr^at, 
that Frederic the Great was offended ! 

Other circumflances which contributed to promote 
tliis affair, the reader will eafily collei^ from my hiflo- 
ry . That there were perfons in Vienna- who e^nefUy 
defired to detain me in prifon, is indifputafclei from 
their proceedings after my return. My triends at l^r- 
liu, my own exertions^ and my money, were my deVi-^ 
verers-. 
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For fome weeks after I firft obtained my freedom, I 
was generally abfent in mind, and deep in thought. 
' cr^ 7"^^ ^ ^^^^^ I acquired in prifon, and the objeas 
ot hght appeared but as the vifions of deep. I often 
Itopped m the ftreets, ftarcd around me, doubted my 
own exiftence, and bit ray finger, in order to convince 
myfelf I^ was reall v awake and alive. 

Walking round the ramparts of Vienna, having 
recovered from my licknefs, the vivifying fprincr, 
and the broad expanfe of Heaven, infpired coufu- 
oufnefe or prefent freedom, and of pleafare indefcri- 
bable. I heard the mornmcrfong of the lark. My 
heart palpitated, my pulfe cpickened, the blood trick- 
led through my veins with delight, for I felt I was a 
man and recollefted I wasnotin chains. Happen, faid 
i, w.iat may, I fearnot futurity, fo long as my feet, 
my will, and my heart are free, and like yonder larL 
1 can femoye from knd to land. Mv foul poured forth 
Its thankfuhiefs for this confcioufnejTs of freedom, and 
I determined to fly Vienna, and feek fome comer of 
tnc world, where virtue has nothing to fear from the 
tongues offlanderers,the commands of courts/or the 
arbitrary will of monarchs. 

An accident happened) which furthered my proiea. 
MarHial Laudohn wa» going to Aix-la-Chapelle, to 
take the waters. I liad aways perfoaally honored and 
loved thti general, when he was no more than a cap-, 
tain ot pandours in ray coufm's regiment. He went to 
fake Ins leave of the countefs Parr. I was prefent; 
the emprefs entered the chamber, and the converfati- 
on taming on Laudohn *s Journey, faid to me, <' Tlie 
paths aIfo,are necefiary to the ve-eftabli/hment of yoar 
health, Trenck." I was ready, andfollowcd him in 
two days to Aix-la-Chapelle, where we remained a- 
boat three months.. 

- ^^f i^ ^Y^ ^^^^^ ^^^^^ at, as ftrange animals.— All the- 
world wifhed to fee hiixl beca^fe of his fame in war, 
and me becaufc of my fufFerings. Thefociety of this 
worthy general, poured bahn into my wounded foul, 
we was as well acquainted with Vi^mna as myfelf:. hli. 
fortitude and magnanimity had conquered his enemifes.. 
What he was, he lud,mad« liimfcif. - . 
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The mode of life at Aix-la-ChapcUc and S^pa pleafed 
«ie, where men of all nations tneet, and where princes 
are obliged to mingle with people of all ranks, if they 
-wifh to feck cbnverfation, and would not renounce fo- 
ciety. 

I fcarcely had remained here a month,bcforc my ever 
good* friend the countefs Parr, wrote to me, that the 
•mprefs had provided for me, and would make my for- 
tune, as foon as I ihould return to Vienna. I endea- 
voured to difcover in what tliis good fortune confifted, 
but inefFedtually. 1 hoped every thing from the em- 
prefs, who well knew my hard deftiny. The death of 
the emperor Francis at Infpruck.occafioned the re- 
turn of general Laudohn, I and follofwed him on foot 
to Vienna. 

By means of the countefs Paar, I obtained an audi- 
ence in a few days. The emprefs received me graci- 
oufly, and faid to me, *<1 will prove to you^ Trenck, 
that I keep my word. I have mfured your fortune ; 
I "Will give you a rich and prudent wife." I replied, 
*' Moft gracious fovereign, 1 cannot determine to mar- 
ry ; ana, if I could, my choice is already made at Aix- 
la-Chapelle." 

** How ! are you married then ^''- 5' >?ot yet, 

pleafe your majeily." <^ Are you promifcd ?*' 

'* Yes-." ^' V/ell, well, no matter for that, I will 

take care of that affair ; I am determined on marry • 

ing you to the rich widow of M , and ihe approves 

my choice. She is a very good kind of woman, and 
has fifty thoufand florins a year. You are in want 
of fuch a wife." 

I was thunder-ftruck. This lovely bride was an old 
canting hypocrite of lixty three, extremely covetous, 
and a termagant. I anfwered—^** I muft frankly fpeak 
truth to your majefly ; I cannot cgnfent, did fhe pnf- 
fefs the treaflires of t he whole earth. I feek happincrs 
and not mifery — I have made my choice, ana given 
my v,'ord of honor, which as an hone ft man I muft not 
break." The angry emprefs regarded me witli con-^ 
teinpt, and faid, "I our unhappinefsis your own work. 
Acl as you think proper; I have done,'* , .Kere my 
audience ended, ana thus difmiiled, I bid an eternal 
adieu to any hope of reward from cmprefles and kings. 



i^ THE LIFE OF 






^ Had I been inclined to make niy fortune by marry - 
an old woman, I might long before in 1 750, have 
. Tied one in Holland worth three millions. This 
propofal was to rccompenfc me for thelofs of my Scla- 
vouian eftatcs, and all my other innumerable afflicti- 
ons. Compliance was moreover impoflible ; 1 was be- 
loved ft Aix-la-Chapelle, were mutual aS:edtion, rca- 
fon, beauty, worth, and an exalted mind, all proraifed 
future happinefs. 

I was not actually affianced, at this time to my pre- 
fent wife' ; but love determined me to return to im- 
prove Sm intunacy fo far advanced. 

Marfhal Laudohnknew mymiftrcfsand promoted the 
match. Pie was acquainted with my heart, and the 
warmth of my paflions, perceived I could not conquer 
the fecret defire of vengeance on men, by whom I had 
. been fo cruelly, fo wickedly treated. He and my friend, 
profeflbr Gillert, whom I vifiitcd at Leipfic, both ad- 
vifed me to take this mode of cahning ray paifions, that 
often infpired projeiElrs too vaft, and that leeking tran- 
f[uility, 1 fhould fly the commerce of the great. 

This friendly counfel was feconded by my own wifli- 
es.. I returned to Aix-la-Chapellein December 1765, 
and married the youngcft daughter of the former bur- 
gomafter De Broe. He was dead ; he had lived on his 
own eftate at Brullels, where my wife was born and 
educated. He bad been called to this honourable of- 
fice by the unanijnous voice of the citizens of Aix-la- 
Chapelle. He was the defccndantof an ancient and no- 
ble family, in the province of Artois ; and fome of bis 
predeceflors, whopoflefled eftatesnear Aix-la-Chapelle, 
had I know not for what reafon, accepted the dignitv 
of ^nights of the Roman empire.— My wife's mother 
was filter to the vice-chancellor of Duflcldorf, baron 
Roberte, loi*d of Roland. 

It is not generally known, at Vienna, that one of 
thetwoburgomafters of Aix-la-Chapelle, muft always 
be elefted from a noble family, and the other from 
fbe citizens. My children, therefore,' can prove their 
defuent to be noble, both by the male and fcniale 
line. 

My wife has been with me in moft paf ts of Europe, 
where flie has always been eftccmed as ihe defsrvcs! — 
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She then was young, handfome, worthy, and yirtuou?, 
Imis borne me eleven children, all of whom fhe as rAir-. 
fed herfelf ; eight of tliem are ftill living, and ha\ e ' 
been properly educated. God grant I may be ena- 
bled ever to provide for her as fhe deferves, and as is my 
duty. Two ahd twenty years has (he borne a part 
in all my fufferings, and well defervcs reward. * 

During my late fhoft abode at Vienna, I made one 
cflFbrt more : I fought an audience from the prelent 
emperor Jofeph, related all that had happened to me, 
and particularly remarked fuch defcfts as I had ob« 
ferved in the government and regulations of the coun- 
try. 

'He gave me an attentive hearing, proved his defirc 
to increafe the happinefs ofMs people, and command- 
ed me to commit nty thoughts to writing. This 
I accordingly performed, dating, with preciuon, and 
unreferve, the obfervations I had made on affairs, ci- 
vil, military, and economical. 

My memorial, though gracioufly received , produc- 
ed no efFed,and I haftenedback to Aix-la-ChapcUe. 

For fome years I lived here in peace ; my houfe was 
the rendezvous of the firfl: people who came to take 
the waters. I began to.be more known, and every 
'where procured myfelf friends among the very firii and 
beft of people. 

I alfo V lilted profeflor Gillert, at Leipfic, fhowed 
biin ray manufcripts, and aflced his advice concerning 
-what branch ofliterature he thought I might bed fuc- 
cecd in. He mod approved my fables and tales, but 
blamed the exceffive freedom with which I fpokc 
in my political writing. Ineglefted his ad/ice, and 
tnany enfaing calamities were the confequence. 

My wife brought me a fon in December, 1 766. — 
and I took tliis opportunity of writing to the youtli- 
ful monarch at Vienna, as follows ; 

*' Your majedy is informed^ of my marriage.-r* 
My wife has borne me a fon, whom I have chridened 
Jofeph, The Imperial chamberlam, colofiel and ba- 
ron Rippcnda, dood fponfor, by proxy, fory our ma- 
jedy. This was done, without fird obtaining your raa- 
jefty's confent. I flattered myfelf ypiirmajeily would 
gracioufly be plcafed, tliusfar, to hoaor me, knowing 

P 
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my loyalty and my misfortunes. It is, indeed, my 
hope, that my coiulud will procure from yourmajefty 
a more happy futurity. This fon I ihall educate in 
the fame loyal principles, and, rather than depart 
from them, he fliall imbibe poifon from his mothcr*s 
bread. 

^^ Mod gracious emperor, while I live, he will be 
provided for, bat, at my death, then mud he fay to 
his fovereign, 1 ain the fon and rightful heir of both 
the Trencks, whofe lands and polleflions have been 
leized by drangcrs and aliens. Hook upon you, gra- 
cious fovereign, as a proted:in^ deity for my poor 
children. May your majedy participate my joy, and 
gracioufly welcome this ftew citizen of the world. — . 
May it alfo pleafe you to inform me, whether it be 
your gracious pleafure I fhould furfher prefent my 
thouOjiUs hi writing for your high infpeft ion. My ene- 
mies at Vienna daily increafe in drength; but on 
vour fovereign prote(5t ion I rely, and, whatever may 
be my fate, fuall mod faithfully and eternally remain 
the royal fcr van t of my emperor and my country. 

TR-ENCK.*' 

I received the following anfwer, written by tlie em- 
peror's own hand. 

^^ Dear major Trencks 
'* I am well plcafed that you have chridened your 
foil Tofcph, and have chofen colonel Rlppcndaas my 
prosv. As a proof of my good wi flics towards you, 
/ have, for manii'cd reafons, ordered that, henceforth, 
you dial 1 receive yoar pay at Brudels, inftcad of Vien- 
na, ("o'itiiiae tofcnJiuo your writings ; I am plea-. 
fed to be i^'/ormcd of the truth ; but they will give me 
more iHiiifaiclon, dionld you fend them Timple and una- 
dorned, tluiii in their former fatirical dreis, 
" I am yours, 

" JOSEPH.'* 

T Toon after received orders to correfpond with his 
rTiiell'. \s private fccretary Baron Rodtr: what rl*.is 
'-uncf[^o:idence was, mud not here be told r fiit!»ce it 
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to iay, my attempts to ferve my country were fruftra- 
ted ; 1 faw defers too clearly^fpoke my thoughts tqo 
frankly, and wanted fafficient humility, ever to ob- 
tain favour. 

In the year 1767, 1 wrote the Macedonian Hero, 
which became as famous throughout all Germany, as 
Eulsnfplegel — (The Malicious Wag.) The poem did 
me honour, but entailed new perfecutions ; yet, having 
wrote it, I never could repent: I have had the ho- 
nour of prefenting it to five Treigning princes, by none 
of whom it has been burnt. • The emprefs, alone, was 
highly enraged. I had fpoken as Nathan did to Da- 
vid, and the Jeflaits now openly became my ene- 
mies. 

The followinjv vile trick was played me in the year 
I7'>3. A friend in Bruflels was commillioned to re- 
ceive my quarterly pay, from whom I learnt^ an in- 
tcrdift had been laid upon it by the court called Hof- 
krie^Jrath, at Vienna, in which Ihadbeen condemned 
to pay a note of feven hundred florins to one Bully, 
with ibartcen years intereft. 

Baflfj v/as a known fwindler. I was confctous no 
o"i« on earth had any fach claim; I, therefore, journied, 
p^fl-hads, to Vienna. No hearing, no fatisfadory ac- 
count wasto be obtained. The anfwer was,^5 Sen^ 
tence is pad, th!!'rerore all attempts are too late. 

I applied to the empsror, Joleph, pledged my ho- 
nour, and head, to prove the faldfications of this note 
and intreateda revilion of the caufc. My reqaed was 
granted; and my attorney, Wc\ Uranbli^ was an wo- 
riglit man. \N^hen ho bccran \ o fpcak, r.nd rco^i^cili: d a 
day of revifiori to be appointed^ he Vv^as tl'.rcrtc Uti to 
'be committed by the? ri.'iV*rc\i4Ary, Zetlo, Aionld lie un- 
dertake to interfere, and delcnd the a'iairs of 
Trenck. Fe anfwercd unnly, '< His defence is Viiy 
bndnefs in this place : I know my canfe to be good." 
Silence was impofrd, and nothing futhcr do^ic. 

Four months did I continue in Vienna before the 
'day was appointed. to revife tVis caiife. It now ap- 
peared evidently there vv^erc cradircsand holes thro' 
tlie paper, in three places : all in court were convin^ 
ced claim otght to be annulled, ar.vl the claiment 
punilhed, Zctto, notwlthiiamling, ordered the par- 
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ties to withdraw, and then fb managjed, that the 
judges refolvedthe cafe muftbe a^inlaid before the 
court, with formal written proofs. 

This gave time for new knavery. I was obliged 
to return to Aix-la-Chapelle, and four years clap&d^ 
before this affair: clear as the meridian iiin, was de- 
cided. The priefts, in the interim, who were fuch as 
father confeflbrs to convents ufually are, took falfe 
oatlis, that tliey had adtually fecn me receive tibic mo- 
ney. At length, however, I proved, that the note 
was dated a year after I had been imprifoned at Mag- 
deburg : I, confequently, could not give any fuch in 
Vienna. Nay, fardier, my attorney proved the very 
writs of the courts had, likewifc, been falflfied. Zct- 
to, the referendary, and Bufly, were abfblutely the 
forgers ; but I happfcned to be too adive, and my at- 
tornoy too honeft, to lofe this caufe. I was obliged 
to make rbrce^ very expenfive journeys from Aix-la- 
Cbai>elle to Vienna, left judgment fhould go by de- 
fault. Sentence was at laft uecellarily pronounced : I 
f^inedmy caufe, and the note was declared a for^ry ; 
ut the cofts, amounting to three thoufand five hun- 
dred florins, I was obliged to pay, for Bufly could 
not nor wa^ he corporally punifiied, though at lafl 
driven from Vienna for his villainous ads. Zetta, 
however, ftill continued referendary, (liU continned 
for eighteen years, iny barbarous perfccutor ; till not 
long unce, he was deprived of his oifice, and con- 
demned to the houfe of corredion. 

My knowledge of the world increafed at Aix-la-Cha- 
pelle, where men of all nations and charaders met, 
particularly Engliih. In the morning, 1 might con- 
verfc with a lord in oppofition, in the afternoon, with 
an oratar of the king's party, and, at night with an 
Uoneft man of no party. In converfation like this, 
knowlcgde is acquired and imparted. I fent Hunga- 
rian wine into England, France, Holland, and me 
Empire -, this occauoned me to undertake long jonr- 
neys, and as i»y increafe of acquaintance gave -nje op- 
porturritiies of receiving many foreigners witji p^olite- 
nefs in mv bonfe, I was, m\felf, alio, well r^cesvci 
wherever I we^r^ 
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The income I fnould have had from Vienna^ was 
all ingulphed by law-faits, curators attornies, and 

, thejoLirnies I was obliged to undertake ; having been 
thrice fo cited to app ear, in perfon, before the FoF- 
kriegfratli. To me nothing remamcd . I was delcribcd 
as adangerous malecontent, wlio had deferted his na- 
tive land, by which innnuations my enemies took care > 
to profit. 1, never rhciets, remained, be the country 
in which I lived what it would, an honed man, who 
would provide for his own neceilities, without mean* 
nefs, or the favour of courts ; one whofe acquaintance 

'was every wlwre efteem. In Vienna alone, was I un- 
fought, unemployed, and obfcure. 

My love of the chace, made mc particularly accep- 
table to the Englilh, v/ho brongiir with them their 
own horfes, dogs, to hunt the \sc\i end wild boar, 
animals not to be found in their ov/ri countrvi" I, in 
return, pafled whole fammers at their co intry^ feats 
in England, Scotland, and Ireland, and thus obtained 
a thorough knowledge of the nation. " : 

• The ele^ftor Palatine had granted me a certain ex- 
tent of country, in the territory ofjulicrs, where I 
might hunt ; and the count Palatine of the Rhine, 
gave.me pennHHon to hunt where I pleafed. To de- 
fend this right hurting was now my duty, and occa- 
iioiied various difputes ; thefe, however, v/cre not of- 
teti determined in courts of law, but, ufually, every 
man aflerted his claim with his fword. 

One day an accident happened^ on this occafion, 
which made me renov/ned over the country as a ma- 
gician, as one whom lead could not penetrate, and 
who had power over the fogs and clouds; 

I had a quarrel with the Palatine prelident, baron 
Blankart, cqac^crning a hunting d*i{ln,5l. I, there- 
fore, wote to him, that, on a certain day, he fhorld 
repair to the fpot in difpute, whither I would alfo 
come, at ten in the morning, with fword and piftol, 

■ hoping he would there give me fatisra>5iion for the af- 
front Ihad received, Fither I went, with two huntf- 
men, and two friends, but, inftead of the baron, w:ts 

. artoiiiihed to find two hundred armed peafants af- 
feiiibled, 

?2 
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What was to be done ? I feiit one of my fiuntfmcn 
to the army of the enemy, informing them, that, did 
tliey not beat a retreat, i fhould fire. It was in the 
paonthof Aaguift, the day was clear and fine, and, fud- 
dcnly, a thick and impenetrable fog arofe. My hnntf- 
meu returned, with mtelligence, that having deliver- 
ed his meHage jull as the fog came on, tliefe valianthe- 
roes had all run away in the greateft fright. 

I advanced, found nobody, fired my piece as did 
my friends and folloM'ers, and marched to the man- 
lion of my advcrfary, where my hunting horn was 
blown in triumph, in his court-yard. The runaway 
peafanis fired at a dillanee, but the fog pre vented their 
taking any aim. 

Having taken this £atisfa(ftion, I returned houoe, 
wliere many falf: reports had preceded me. My wife 
expected I Ihould be brought home dead, and that 
inuuy others would be maimed ; however, not the 
lead mifchicf had happened. 

It foon was propagated througli the country that 
I ^v'as•a magician, had raifcd a fog to make my ftlf in- 
vulnerable, and that the truth ot' this conldbe jufti- 
fiedby two hundred eye witnefles. All the monks of 
Aixda-ChapcUe, Juliers,and Cologne, publicly preach' 
ed coiiccrninf^ me, reviled me, and warned the peo- 
ple to beware of the arch-magician ajptd Lutheran, 
Trenck. 

On a feature occafion, this belief I turned to matter 
of merriment. I went to hunt the wolf in the extenfive 
forefts of the country of Montjoye, and invited the 
peafants and townfmen to the chace. The firft day wc 
had but little fport ; towards evening I, and feme for- 
ty of my followers, retired to reft in the neighbour- 
ing charcoal huts, well provided with'Vlne and bran- 
dy. ^^ Mykds," faidl, ^Mt is qow neceljary you 
fhoald all difcharge your pieces, and load them anew, 
that to-morrow no wolf may efcape, and that none of 
yo 1 may excufe y ourfelves on your piecesmVfling fire,** 
The guns were accordingly reloaded^and pkccd in afe- 
parate chamber, after which they began to eat, drink- 
and dance. While they were merry-making, my 
huntfmen privately went into this chamber, drew the 
balls, and charged tlie pieces with po^wder^ varioos of 
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wliicii he loaded with double charges. Some of their 
notched balls, I put into my pocket. 

In the morning, away went I, and my fellows to the 
chace. As we walked, their converfation turned on my 
necromancy, and the miraculous manner in which I 
could envelop myfelf in a cloud, or make my felf bul- 
let-proof. — " What is that you are talking about, my 
lads ?*' faid I, ^< Some of thefe unbelieving good folks,^' ' 
anfwered my huntfmen> *' affirm your honour is una- 
I ble to ward oif balls." « Well then," faid I, laughs 
,' ing, to one of them, >* fire away, my good fellow, and 
I try." The man refufed, and my huntfman took the 
I piece out of his hand,and fired. I pretended to parry with 
I my hand, and called, " L.et any man, that is fo in- 
!• chned, fire, but one at a tinie.** Accordingly, they 
L began, and, pretending to turn and twift about, I fur- 
r fered them all to difchar^e their pieces. It muft he re- 
[ inarked I was perfe<^ly (ecure, as my man had careful- 
ly ly noticed that no man had re-loaded his gun. Some 
f of them received fuch blows from the guns that were 
doubly charged that they fell down terrified in amazc- 
nient, at the powers of magic^ I advanced, holding 
in my hand fome of the marked ball s . ^ ^ Let ever}' one 
choofe his own," called 1. All ftood motionlefs, and 
inanyof them flunk home, with their guns on their 
fhouiders j foaie few remained, and our fport was ex- 
cellent. 

On Sunday the monks of Aix-la-ChapeUe again be- 
gan to preach. My black art became the theme of the 
whole country, and at this day many of the people pre- 
fcntwUl make oath, that they fired upon «?e, and that 
after catcliing them in my liand, I retnirned the balls. 

Thus eafy is it to gull this wife world. My high 
and invulnerable qualities were publifhed through Ju'- 
liers, Aix-la-Chapelle, Maeftricht, and Cologne, and 
perhaps "dii^ belief has more than ten times faved n:y^ 
life ; the prieds having propagated it from their pul- 
pits, in a country which fo fwarms with high -way rob- 
ners, that one Iwmdred and fixty men have been bro- 
ken alive on ^e wheel, quartered, and burnt with 'ft'' 
a year, andwherefor a fmgle ducat any ma^ may hir^ 
anafTailui. 

It is indeed no fmall matter of fui*prife, that I fhouIA . 
for five years have prcfcrved my life in a town where 
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there are twenty three monaRaries and churches, and 
where the monks are all adored as fo many deities. 
^The catholic clergy had been fafficiently enraged a- 
gainft me, by my poem of ^^ The Macedonian Hero :" 
and in 1752, I publifhed a newfpaper at Aix-la-Chapel- 
le , and another periodical work, intitled, ^* The Friend 
of Men/* in which I endeavoured'tounmafkhypocrify. 
Indeed, for me an apoflolic major of the apcftolic ^'a- 
ria Terefa, to write thus in a town fwarming with 
friars, and in a tone fo undaunted, was unexampled. 

Therefore did the arch prieft, aud nine of his coad» 
jutors, declare every Sunday frorii the pulpit, publicly 
naming me, I was a free thinker, a wizard, one whom 
every man wifliing well to God and the church, ought 
to aflalTinate. The Jefuit father Zunder, declared I 
was invulnerable, and a day was appointed on which 
my writings were to be burnt before my houfe, the 
houfe itfclt razed, and its inhabitants manacred. My 
wife received letters warning her to fly with her chil- 
dren for fafety, which warnmg flie in terror obeyed. 
I and two of my huntfmen remained, provided with 
eighty four loaded muflcets. Thcfe I difplayied.in the 
gallery before the window, that all might be convinc- 
ed I would make a defperate def mce. J lived oppofite 
the court-houfe. The appointed day came, and father 
Zunder, with my writings in his hand,' attended by ali 
the fludents in the town appeared ready for tlft at- 
tack ; the other monks had incited the towns-people 
to a general ftorm ; no man, however, had the heart to 
appear in the market place, while I ftood in a gallery 
fb well (lored with fire-arms . Thus palled the day ana 
night in fufpenfe. 

In the morning a fire broke out in the town. — I 
liaftencd fearlefs with my two huntfmen fecretly well- 
armed, to give aiTiftance : we dafhed the water from 
our backets, and all obeyed my diredlions. Father 
Zunder and his (ludents Vv'erc there likewife j I ap- 
proached him by degrees , and fttuck his anointed ear 
with my leathern bucket as if by accident, wTWch nouian 
tliought proper to notice. T pafled un'dauntcd tlirough 
the cro^^'d, the people all finiled, pulled o'F their hats 
to m^, and wlJfhed me a good morning. — Such are the 
populace, when they perceive they are not feared; 
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Tlie people of Aix-la-Chapellc were ftupid bigots, but 
tod cowardly to murder a man who was prepared for 
his own defence, 

As I was riding to Maeftricht through a hollow way, 
a baU whiftlcd by ray ears, which no doubt was a mef>- 
fenger fent after me by thefe perfecuting priefts. 

When hunting near the con\^nt of Schwa rtzcnbruck, 
three Dominicians lay in ambufli for mebehincl.a hedge. 
One of their colleagues who often hunted with me, 
pointed out the place, I was on my guard with my 
doable barrelled gun, drew near, but called with a 
voice of terror — •< Shoot fcoundrels ! but do not kill 
me, for the devil ftands ready for you at your elbow !" 
One 6red, and they all ran. The ball hit my hat. I 
fired likewife, and woymded one delperately, whom the 
other two carried otf : he recovered however, and af- 
terward eloped with a cow-girl. 

Their attempts at poiibning me were all infuccefi- 
ful, for I always ate at home. In the year 1 744, jour- 
ney Jhg from Spa to Limbourg, I was attacked by eight 
banditti. The weather was rainy, and my mulket 
wa,s in its cafe j my fabre was entangled in tht. belt, 
fo that, unable to draw it, I was obliged to defend my- 
felf as with a club, I fprang from the carriage, and 
with every effort of nature. Tough t in defence of my 
• life, ftriking down all before me, while my faithful 
huntfman proteded me behind. I difperfed my af- 
failants, haftened to my carriage, and drove away. 
One of thefe fellows was foon after hanged and owned, 
before execution, that the confeflbr ot thefe banditti 
had promifed perpetual abfolution, could they but dif- 
patch me, but that bo man could flioot me,becaufe that 
Lucifer had rendered me invulnerable. Perfuaded of 
the truth of this, fortunately forme they had only af- 
faulted mo with clubs. My ftrength and agility, fight- 
ing too for life, was fuperior to theirs, and they buried 
two of their gang, whom with my heavy fabre, I had 
killed, i efcaped with a bruifed arm and fhoulder; 
my humfn^an received a violent blow with a ftonc. 

From my emprefs I had nothing further to ho|>e. 
Vcr confeflbr had painted mc with ali the craft of a 
pf left, as an arch heretic, and pcrfecutor of the holy 
«r4 bleffcd mother church. N^rwas this all : oplci;' 
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ons were artfully propagated through Vienna, that 1 
was a reftlcfs man, dangerous to the community. 
Such indeed is the univerfal fuppoiition of all who have 
neither pcrfonally known me, nor read my writings. 

Hence too was I always wronged in courts of judi- 
cature, where there are found wicked or bigoted men. 
The latter thought they were ferving the caufe of God 
' by injuring me -, and the former are ever the enemies 
of purea"^id fimple truth, undauntedly diii3layed, it be- 
ing their intered, that virtue and patriotifm fliouldfall 
the victims of falfehood. "^ et were they unable to pre- 
vent my writings producingme much money , or beirg 
circulated through all Germany. The Aix-la-Chapel- 
le Journal or Gazette became fo famous in the iirft 
year, that in the fecond, I had four thoufand fubfcri- 
Dcrs, by each of whom 1 gained a ducat. 

The poft-mafters, who gain confiderably by circulat- 
ing newfpapers, were envious, becanfe the Aix-la- 
Chapelle Gazette deftroyed feveral of the others, and 
tlierefore formed a combination. 

I will briefly notice what fomuch contributed to the 
falc of my newfpaper. I was acauainted with mod 
countries and courts, in which I hadihe beft of ccrref- 
pondents : wherefore, inflead of merely relating naft 
events,! could foretel furare. I was fometimes oblig- 
ed to be ambiguous, yet my meaning was very capable 
of being underftood. 

Prince Charles of Sweden, eldefl' brother of the pre- 
fent king placed the greateft confidence in me during 
hisrefidence at Aix-la-Chapcllc and Spa, and I accora-^ 
panied him into Holland. When I took my leave of 
him at Maeftricht, while we were in the fabterranoan 
gallery of the fortifications, he faid to me, *♦ When 
my father dies, either my brother fhall be king, or ve 
will lofe our heads*." The king died, and princ- 
Charle^foon after faid in a poftfcript of one of his let- 
ters, <' What we fpoke of at Maeflricht will foon be 
fully accomplifhed, and you may then come to Stock- 
kolm." 

* The pr'nio.^ meant to fay , the povjcr ofhtsfalh^r loaj 
fo Ihiiitedy that he was not a king. The prejVf/i monarch 
has taken care to have no fuch co7?jpia}nt, T. 
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On this I inferted an article in my Gazette, declar- 
ing a revolution had taken place in Sweden, and that 
the king had made himfelf abfolute. — The other pa- 
pers thoaghtproncr to exprefs their doubts, and I nn- 
med lately offered to wager a thoufand ducats on the 
truth of every article publiflied in my Gazette under 
the title " Aix-la-Chapelle." The news of the revo- ' 
lution in Sweden was inftantaneoufly confirmed. This 
incident added greatly to the authenticity of my pa- 
per. 

My Gazette foretold the Polifh partition fix weeks 
fooncr than any other; but how I obtained this intelli- 
gence, mull not here be mentioned. — lalfo was active, 
in the defence of queen Matilda of Denmark. 

The French miniftry were highly offended at the 
following pafquinade : ** The three eagles have rent 
the Polith bear without lofing a feather, with which 
any man in the cabinet of Verfailes can write. Since 
the death of the Mazarin, they write there only with 
goofe quills." 

By oefire of the king of Poland, I wrote a narrative 
ot the attempt made to afl^afliinate him, and named the 
nuncio, who had given a general abfolution to the coh- 
fpirators in the, chapel of the holy virgin,' 

The houfe was now in flames Rome mfifi:cd I fhould 
recai my words. Her nuncio, at Cologne, vented poi- 
fon, daggers^ and excommunication : the emprefs-queen 
herfelf, thought proper to interfere. I obtained from 
Warfaw a copy of the examination of the coufpirator 
for my juflification. This I threatened to publifii,. and 
flood unmoved, in the defence of truth. I derived new 
honors, but new profecutors, likewife ; as for protec- 
tors, none : mine was the fate of all reformers, who 
muft expeft reward beyond the grave. 

The emprefs wrote to the pofl-mafier-gencraf of the 
empire commanding him to lay an interded; on the 
Aix-la-Chapelle Gazette. Informed of this, I ended- 
its publication with the year, but wrote an eflay. on ' 
the partition of Poland ; which aifo did l>ut increafe my 
euemics. The pricus took care not to be idle at thefe 
motnegts. 

Tlie magiflracy of Aix la Chapelle is eleded from 
the lov^er ranks of the people, and the burghers'court 
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confifls of an ignorant rabble. I know no exceptions, 
T^ut baron Lamberte and De Wliite ; and to heighten 
the ridicule, this people afiiime to themfelves titles of 
dignity, for which they arc amendable to the fifcal court 
at Vienna. Knowing I found little protedionat Vienna, 
they imagined they might attack and drive mc from 
their town. I was a fpy on their evil deeds, of whom 
they would willingly have rid themfelves. I likewife 
knew, that the two flierifft, Klofe and Furto, and die 
recorder, Gcyer, had robbed the town chamber of 
forty thoufana dollars, and divided the fpoil. To thcfe 
I was a dangerous man j for th<ife reafons, they fought 
a quarrel with me, pretending 1 had committed a trcl- . 
pals by breaking down a hedge, and fent a fergeant,, 
citingme to appear at their to\Vn-houfc. 

It IS a well known right of the empire, that no ma- 
^iftrate of thefe courts can enforce the pcrfonaL appear- 
ance of a ftaff-officef . I Was fabjeft only to the court 
called Hofkriegfrath, at Vienna. — But by this court 
they foon underftood I ihould ttftt be protected. A 
moft difagreeable litigation enfued. By accident, I 
obtained a letter from count Griavenitz, mertlberiof 
the Aulic council, to the poft-mafter, Heiniterg, 
with whom I had alfo a fuit pending, in which he faid, 
that tiiough juftice was on my fide, he would undertake 
to weary me by procraftination : he fulfilled his pro- 
inife, and my wife was obliged to pay three hundred 
florins of gold, under pain of e^i^ecution, while I was 
abfent at Vienna, endeavouring to obtain right. 

This was a trifle. The pofPmafter, Hein{berg,of 
Aix-la-Chapelee, although he had two thoufand three 
hundred rix dollars bfmine in his pofleffion, itaftitu- 
ted falfe fuits againftme, on pretente of a note, which 
was nothing more than a receipt for a thoufand dol- 
lars on account, obtained verdifts againft me contrary 
to the moft clear and evident juftice, feized on a car- 
go of wine, worth three thoufand eit^ht hundred dol- 
lars, at Cologne, and I, on the whole incurred lofTcsto < 
the amount of eighteen thoufand florins-, exclufive of 
the Interruption "given to the trade I carried on in 
wine ; which devoured the fortune of my wife, and by 
which fhe, witli myfelf, and my children,^ were redu-- 
ced to poverty. 
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From the year 1774, 101777, 1 chieily fpent my 
time in j o or ne y iug tlir o a gh E 11 gla nd a nd I r an t e . I 
was intimately acquainted with Dr. Franklin, the A- 
merican minifter ; alio with the counts St. Germain, 
and Vergennes, who made me advantageous propofals 
*o go to x'Vmerica ; but I was prevented accepting 
them by my affection for my wife and children. 

My kind friend, the lanagrave of Hefle-Callcl, who 
had been governor of Magdeburg during my impri- 
fonment, offered me a commilfion in his fervice, a- 
mong the troops going to America : but I anfwcred, 

*< Gracious prince, my heartbeats in the caufc of 
freedom only ; I will never affift in enflavingmen. — 
Were 1 at the head of your brave grenadiers, 1 ihould 
revolt to the Americans.** 

During the year 1775, I continued at Aix-la-Cha- 
pelle, my periodical eflays, entitled, '* The Friend 
of men.'* My writing had made fbme impreffion ; the 
peo pie began to read ; the monks were ridiculed, and 
became more humble : my partizans increafed, and 
their arch leader had the good fortune to get himfclf 
cudgelled. 

They did not now mention my name publicly, but 
catechifed their penitents at confellion. During this 
year, various limple people came to me from Cologne. 
Bonn, and Dufleldorf, defiring to fpeak with me in 
private. When I enquired their bufmefs, they told 
me their clergy had informed them I was propa orating 
a new religion, in which every man muil fign himfelt 
over to the d^vil,who, then, would fupply them with 
r money. They were willing to became converts to 
my faith, would Beelzebub but give them money, and 
revenge them on their prielfes. My good friends,'* an- 
fwered I, ^* your teachers liave deceived y<>u : I lo^w 
of no devils but themfclves. Were it, indeed, true 
that I was founding a new religion, the Converts to 
which the devil would fupply with morey, vour bi- 
ihops, and priefti: would be the very fir ft of my apof- 
ties, and the moft catholic. I am an hpneft, moral 
man, my worthy friends, as -a Chriftian ouglit to be. 
Go home, in God's name, and do your duty. Be 
honed and induftrious, and you will not then want the 
devil to bring you money." 

a 
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My wine trade was fo fucccfsful, that I had corref- 
pondcnts and itores in London, Paris, Bruflcls, Ham- 
]:nif fr, and tlu; Hague, and had gained forty thoufand 
11 r ! ns., w i I h t he m oil Hat t ering pi'oipe dts from Fngland. 
One unfortunate day deflroyedall my fuccefsful hopes 
in this traflic. 

iTcing HI London I was defrauded of eighteen hun- 
di'ci 'T^alncis by iwindlers. The relating of this llory 
will do but lit lie honouA' to the Englifh nation. The 
{■■iult was principally my brothcr-inlaw's, a young 
man, who parted with the wine before he receiver 
the money. In En g;! and, there is no law againft fuch 
di'ccivers. They bid yoiitrud no-body, you will then 
not be wronged. -And v/hcn 1 had been wronged, and 
aik( d my friends' alMance, I was only laughed at ; 
as if iLcy were happy that an Englifhman had the wit 
to cheat a German. 

F:?idiug myfelf defrauded of my "wine^ I haftenedto 
ra-joan Fielding. He was acquainted with me, told 
me he knev/ 1 had been fwindled, and that his friendlhip 
would make him aftlve in my behalf ; that he, alfo, 
l.nty/ the hdulcs where my wine was depofited, and 
Tiiat a ji.ivty of riKincrs fliould go with me, fufiiciently 
iliirig for its rccovci'y. I was little aware that he 
bad, at that time, two hundred bottles of my bell to- 
kay in his cellar. His pretended kindnefs wa s a fnare ; 
lie was in partnerfliip witli robbers : the fciipid only 
he hanged, and preferved the mod adroit for the p/o- 
motion of trade. 

I Te fc:it a conftable and fix of his runners with me, 
commanding; them to acl under my orders. I>ygood 
fortune I had a violent head-acli, and could not at- 
tend them myll'lf, but fent my brother-inlaw, who 
fp ol -'J better Engl i Hi tha n 1. ITi m , they brought to die 
houfe ofa jew, and told him, "Your wine, ur, is here 

concealed/* Though it was broad day, the door 

was locked, that he might bo induced to ad illegally. 
The coiii'iaale dcHrcd him to break the door open, 
which he accordingly did: the Jews, in a pretcrded 
fright, carae running, and a iked — <^ What do you 
wan t , gent 1 emen ? " " * ^ 1 w an t my w ine ," am) Vcrtd 
my brother... — ^* Take what is your ©wn,'*' replied a 
jew, <* but beware or toachlng my property. I have 
b'^uo;ht the wine," 
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My brother attended the conllablcand ranncr^; into 
a cellar, and there found a great part of r.iy wine. — 
He wrote to fir Joha Fielding, that he had found \be 
wme, and defired to know how he was to ad. 1 icld- 
ing, by a verbal meflagc, anfwercd — *^ It muft be ta- 
ken by the owner." ?viy brother, accordingly, got a 
cart, andfent me the wine. 

My brother attended the conRable and runners, in 
like manner, to the houfe of another Jew, wiiere they 
proceeded as before, and he came back;C|ulte rejoiced, 
at having recovered the wine. 

Next day came a condable, with a warrant, faying 
^^ He wanted to fpeak with my brother and that il 
was to go to ray friend, fir John P'ielding.'* When 
he was in theftreet, he touched him with his ftatF, and 
told him — *^ Sir, yon are my prifoner." Here it mull 
be remarked, that no man can be arrefted in his own 
houfe in London ; but when he is in the llreet, and the 
conflable has touched hira with his frafi", he islK-yoKl 
delivery ; and fhould he run^ would be (lopped by 
the people. 

All this I was a fpedlator of through the v/iiidov/, 
unable to give any amllance. I went, however, to (ir 
John Fielding, and afivcd what it t*il meant ? This 

upright juftice anfwercd, in a magifterial tone 

That my brother had been accufcd of felony. The 
Jews and fsvindlers had fworn tlis Vine Vv^as a lrp;al 
purchafe. If I had not taken care to be paid, or was 
Ignorant of the Englifh 1 tws, that v»:as my ixialt. * ix 
fwindlers had fworn the wine was paid for ; which 
I circumftance he had not known, or he flionld not Y:\\ e 
I granted me a warrant. >Iy broilicr had, alfo^ bro- 

I ken open doors, and forcibly taken away wine w-Jich 

I was not his own. They had le<v:illy niadc oai^i n; 

! this, and he was charged v/iiii bu**2;hiry and rob- 

t He farther dcfiredme immciliatcly to give bril in a 

thoufand guineas for my brother, for lii J apf caronce 
in the court of king's bench ; otherwifc his trial would 
immediately come on, and in a few clays he would be 
flanged. 

What was my rage ot f.rc'^hig myrdrtliu^- vrcctrd : 
and how willingly woald ! li.:' v- j^hr^^vccl ir.y f., 01 d 'iw- 
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to the brcaft of a manfo vile as the chief maglftrate of 
London ! 

I haftened to a lawyer, who was my friend, who 
confirmed what had been told me, advifed me imme- 
diately to give bail, a;id he woald then defend my 
caufe. I applied to lord Mansfield, and received the 
fame anfwer. I told my ftory to all my great friends, 
who were chiefly members of parliament, and they 
laughed at me, that I fhould trade in London without 
better underftanding the laws. My intimate friend, 
lord Grofvenor, faid, " Send more wine to London, 
and we will pay you fo well, that you will foon reco- 
ver your lofs." This is the chara<^er of the nation, 
lam certain he would have kept his word, but I wanted 
the neccfTary capitaL 

I went to my wine merchants, who had flock in 
hand of mine, worth upwards of a thoufand guineas. 
They wave bail for my brother, and in four days he 
was releafed. 

Fielding in the interim, fent his runners to my houfe, 
took back the wine, and reflored it to the Jcws^aspro- 
' perty of which they had been robbed. 1 hey tlircat- 
cned farther to profecute me as a receiver offtolcn 
goods. I fled, m all haflc, from London, through 
JJover to Paris, where I immediately fold-^off my re- 
3Tiaining flock at half price, honored my bills, and fo 
ended my mcrchanQifc. 

My brother returned to London in November to 
defend his caufe in the court of king's bench ; but the 
fwindlers haddifappcared, and the lawyer required a 
hundred pounds to proceed. The conclufion of all 
this was, my brother returned with feventy pounds 
lefs in his pocket, fpent as travelling expenfes ; ard 
the flock, in the lianas of my wins merchants, was dc^ 
tained on pretence of paying the bail. They brought 
me in an apothecary's bill, and all was lofl. Thus do 
the Engiifh treat the Germans, notwivhflandinglhad 
fo many friends in London. 

I miglit fill a volume with fimilar inflances. I fhall 
only relate one fliort flory. — A German violin maker, 
in London, intending to return home, had bought a 
filver CO free -pot, which was left flanding on the tabic 
in \\\i ciiamber. Some one knocked at the door, ard 
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two Jews entered. One befpoke avioliu; tl-c other, 
while he was converfing, fnatched up^ the coffee pot, 
and ran. The German looked r.>uud, and miflcd the 
cofFee pot, but the other Jew told him — *' Do not be 
uneafy, my friend ; go with me, tmd 1 will make my 
comrade give you back your colibc pot. it is only 
feme trick : he is a mr< d headed fcl low . ' ' 

The poor German went with t.ic Jew, who brought 
him into a chamber, wiiere were four other Jews, ixvaX 
his CO iFee pot on the table, Ke took it, imd faid, 
*' God be pleafed, i have found it once more." The 

)[ew anfwered tiot a Vv^ord ; and the German returned 
lome with his coiFee pot. F'orthwith went five Ifra- 
clites to the juftice, and fvvore, that the German had 
entered their cliamber, and ftolen thereout a filver 
coiFee pot. A condable attended them to the Ger- 
man's .lioufe. The Jew faid, " That is my cofTce 
pot:" and the other fwearersanfwcred, *' Yes, that 
13 yours.*' The German was taken, into caftody, and,, 
beinr^ dellitute of witnefles^ was hanged upon the evi* 
dence of five Jews. 

I fpoke with this poor fellow in prifon, who told 
me the (lory himfelF ; and arcaally faw this honcfl 
mail hanged by the pitilefs Plnglifh. What will my 
readers now fay of this high cdeemed nation^ which, 
in reality, for a thoufand rcafons, merits our con- 
tempt f 

Enough of the proud and felfifh Britons, who would' 
treat us, and all other nations, as they do their ne- 
groes, were we to fall under their dominion. 

At Aix-la-Chapelle, I attacked thofe fliarpers, in 
my weekly writings, who attend there, and at Spa, 
to plunder both inhabitants and vifitants, under the 
connivance of the magiilracy : nor are there wanting 
foreign noblemen, who become the aflociates ofthefe 
pefts of fociety. The publication of fuch truths en- 
dangered my life fromfome ofthefe dcfperaooes^ who, 
when detcded, had nothing more to lofe. 

Thouo|h my life was nuch difturbed, yet do I not 
re pent of my manner of adting ; m.any a youth, many a 
brave and worthy man, have I prefer ved from aef- 
tradlion, detained from the gamingtable, and perfon- 
ally pointed out to them the moft notoriousfharpers- 

Q2 
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This was Co iiijarioufi to Spa, that the biihop of Liege, 
iriinfjlf , who enjoys the tax of forty per cent, on all 
their winnings, and, therefore, proteds fuch villains, 
offered mc an annual penfion of iive hundred guineas, 
i^ I would nor come to Spa ; or three per cent, on the 
winnings, would I but aflbciate rayfelf with colonel 

M 1, and raife recruits for the ganiing table. My 

anfwer may ealiiy be imagined ; yet, far this, was I 
threatened to be excommunicated by the holy catholic 
church. 

Ihe IBavcirian conteftwas at this time in agitation. 
My own affairs brought me to Paris, and here 1 lear- 
ned particular intelligence of great confequence. This 
1 communicated to the grand duke of Florence, on my 
return to Vienna. The duke departed to join the ar- 
iny in Bohemia, and I had occafion again to write to 
him, and, from the importance of the fiibjuft, thought 
it my duty to fend a courier, at my own» expenfe.— 
The duke fliowed my letter, to the emperor ; my in- 
ibllicence was received, but 1 myfelf remained unno- 
ticed. . 

1 did not think myfelf very fafe in foreign countries, 
during the time of war, and, therefore, purchafed t^e 
iordfhip of Zwerbach, with appurtenances, wliich, 
with the concomitant expenfcs, cod me fixty thoufand 
florins. This lordfliip was in a ruinous condition, 
and was to be reftored by my money and induftry. 

In may, 1 780, I went to Aix-la-Chapelle, where 
my wife's mother died in July, and, in September, my 
wife, myfelf, and family, all came to Vienna. 

my wire folicited the miftrefs of the ceremonies to 
obtain an audience. Her requeft was granted j and 
ihe had the good fortune to gain the entire approba- 
t ion of the emprefs. Her kindnefs was beyond cxpref- 
fion : flie, herf«lf, introduced my wife to the arch- 
dutchefs, as an example for women, and commanded 
her grand miftrefs of the ceremonies to prefent her e- 
very where. " You were unwilling," faid (he, ** to 
accompany your hufband into my country, but I hope 
to convince you, that you may live happier in Auf- 
tria, than at Aix-la-Chapelle.'* S-he faid nianyolher 
things equally kind. 
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She next day fent me her decree, afliiring me of^a 
, penfion of four hundred florins, adding, this ihould 
not be all fhe would do for me. 

My wife petitioned the emprefs to grant me an 
audience. Her requeft was complied with, and the 
emprefs faid to me, << This is tlie third time in which 
I would have made your fortune, had you been fo dif- 
pofed." The audience laded lo ng ; her difcourfe 
. was chat of a matron. She dcfired to fee my children, 
adding, ^* So excellent a mother muft have brought ' 
you charming children." She then fpokt of my writ- 
mgs. — <* How much good might you do,'* faid fhe, 
** would you but write in the caufe of religion T' 

The profpeft now feemed to br ignten, and a happy 
futurity to approach. My wife received more honor 
and attention, while Ihe remained at Vienna, than 
m any of the firft ladies of the city. 

We departed for Zwerbach, where we lived content- 
edly ; but, when about to return to Vienna, and 
folicit the reftitution of a pa;-tof my lofl fortune, dur- 
ing this momontary funfline of the court, the great 
Terefa died, and all my hopes were overcalli 

I forgot to relate, that, after riiy favorable audience, 
the arch dutchefs, Maria Anna, fpoke to me in the 
name of the emprefs,and delired me to tranllate a re- 
ligious work, written in French, by the abbe Baudrand 
into German. I replied, I fhould have little fuccefs 
in tranflation, but that I would obey her majefty's 
commands. I began my work, took parages from 
Baudrand, but infertedmore of my own, though the 
cenfor was lefs faftidious in the examination or what 
was entitled a tranflation. The firft volume was fin- 
iflied infix weeks ; the emprefs tlv:![4^ljt. it admirable. 
The fccond foon followed, and I prefe|rt|^ thismvfelf. 
She aflted flie if it equalled the firft ff^y^ anfwered, I 
hoped it would be found more excellent. ^* No," faid 
file, <* I never in my life read a better- book ;" and 
added, flie much wondered how I could wHte fo well 
and fo quick. 1 promifed another volume within a 
month'. 

Before the third was ready, Terefa died, and my., 
expeiflations defcended with her to the grave. She. 
continually gave orders, on her death bed^ to have 
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die wri tin firs of baron Trenck read to her ; and thou^i • 
her confcflbr well knew the injultice that had been 
done me, and all Ihadlod, yet, in thefe laft moments 
when he had the moft favorable of all opportunities, 
he kept a daftardly filence, though he had given 
me his facred promifc to fpeak in my behalf. 

The penfion granted my wife by the emprefs, in 
confequencc of my misfortunes, and our numerous fa- 
mily, we only enjoyed nine months. This fhe was 
deprived of by the new monarch, who fupprefled 
that and vtirious other penlions, as burthenfome to 
the ftate. 

After the d«ath of the emprefs, 1 wrote to the empe- 
ror as follows : — 

^* Mofl Craciofis Emptror^ 

*' In a work printed at Aix-la-Chapelle In 1 772, the 
moft cflential parts of which 1 had the honour to prefcnt 
to you in 1 7^5 inmanufcript,is the following pailage : 

^* All oppreflcd fubje6^s ought at ftated hours to 
have accefs to the throne ; thofe who Ikould prefer 
falfe complaints, feek to deceive or obtain favours un- 
merited, ought to be made public examples, and (land 
mutilated in the piilory." 

*^ I, moft gracious Ibvereign, am the firft who will 
pronounce judgment on myielf, if 1 am not able to 
prove I have been moft unjuftly opprclled under the 
reign of the great Maria Tercfa, and deprived of an 
immenfe property by unjuft judges, and men in pow- 
er; I therefore humbly pray a judge maybe appoint- 
ed, before whom I may be permitted to produce my 
proofs. 

'* I am, gracious monarch, 
^^ Your ever faithful fubjeft, 
"TRENCK.*' 

In vain did I hope an anfwer : ray petition remained 
unnoticed, unregarded. 

The emperor thought proper to colled tlie legacies 
and monies beftowed on hofpitals into one f and. The 
fy ftem was wife and good. My coulin Trenck had be - 
queathed thirty fix thoufand florins to an hospital for 
the poor of Bavaria^ who had been ruined by him and 
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Ms pandours. This I fliowed he had no right to do, 
having deduced the fum from the family eftates ; I 
jheretore petitioned the emperor, that thefe thirty fix 
thoufand florins might be reftored, as by right they 
ought, to me and my children, who were the people 
whom Trenck had made poor indeed ; nothing of the 
property of his acquiring having been left to pay this 
legacy, but on the contrary, the tlioney having been 
violently exadled from mine. 

Alas ! the memorial came before thofe yi.o vrere ill- 
informed of the truth, or deemed the inquiry too la- 
borious. In a few days it was determined I fhould be 
anfwercd in the fame tonfc, in which, for fix and thir- 
ty years paft, all my petitions and remonftrances had 
been anfwercd : « the requeft of the petitioner can- 
not be granted.** 

Fortune, my irreconcilable enemy, pcrfecuted me 
even in my retreat. Within fix years, two deftruc- 
tive hail-ftorms fwept away my crops ;^ o»e-year was 
amifgrowth; there were leven floods ; a rot r.mcng 
my (liecp ; all pofiiblc calamities bcfel me and my ma* 
nor. 

The unfortunate, mifcrable peafants, had nothing; 
tljerefor®, could pay nothing: 1, on the contrary, 
Was obliged to advance them money — My fons» aflift- 
ed nic, and we laboured with our own bands. My 
wife, accuilomed to the affluence of the great world, 
anxious to fuiril the duties of a mother, and an excel- 
lent woman, took care of eight children, without (b 
much as the^help of a maid. We lived in poverty- 
and wretchedncfs, obliged to earn our daily bread by 
the fweat of the brow ; and, had the emperor, by clian cc- 
admidft his peregrinations, vifited, Zwerbach, he 
would have beheld the abode ofinduftry, and virtue, 
exerting, thcmfelves to fulfil all the duties t)fman, 
and our fufFerings had no doubt been lefs feverc. 

The greateft of all my misfortunes was my treat- 
ment in the military court, where Zetto and Krugcl 
were my referendaries. Zettohad clogged mc with a 
curator, and, and when the cow had no more milk to 
give, he began to torture me with deputations, fe- 
iiueftrations, admlniftrations, and executions. Nine* 
teen times was I obliged, perfpnally to attend in Vi- 
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cnna within tv/o years, and to travel fonrtecn pofts 
each time, at my own expenfe. Ihis alone ate op 
niy income. Kvery fix years mud I pay an attorney to 
dtfputc, wrangle, and quarrel in my behalf with the 
curator. Th.^ir mutual fquabblcs filled huge rolls of 
'writmg, for all of which 1, in the conclufion, was o- 
hljged to pay. If an affair was to be expedited, I, 
by a third hand, was obliged to fend the referendary 
fome excellent ducats. Did he 9;ive judgment — ftill that 
judgment lay fourreen months inefficient, and, when 
it then appeared, the copy was falfe, and fo was fent 
to the upper co irts, the high referendary of which faid, 
** Imufibe dillogcdfrom iwerbach." 
^ They obliged me at laft to purchafe my naturaliza- 
tion. I fewt to Prailia for my pedigree, where tlie 
family had been known four hundred years; the at- 
teftation of this was fent me by count Kertzberg. Al- 
though ll:e family of j'renck bcid been known four hun- 
dred years as landholders in Hungary, yet was my 
attorney, by order of the court, obliged to folicit the 
inflrnmcnt called ritter-diploma, for which under pain 
of executive, I mufl pay t\yo thoufand florins. 'Ihus' 
are men treated at Vienna; and this treatment I, 
certainly fliall not foon forget. 

By degree, a PrufEan nobleman is not noble in .'^J- 
Hria ! In Au.lria! where every, lackey, every vrorlh- 
lefs ft How, can purchafe a diploma, rr.aking hir.i a 
knight of the empire, for twelve hmidrcd wretched 
florins ! where money is the only merit necefijiry for 
acquiring the title of count! where fuch men as P— 
and Graflalkowitz have purchafed the dim"! jty of i r;/7tf. 

Tortured by courts, terrified by hau-fto'rms, I de- 
termined to depend on theprodufaons of my pen, and 
to publifh a colleili-r.n of my works in eight volumes, 
and this hidory of my life. 

Fourteen months accompliflicd this purpofe— - — 
My labours found a favourable reception through all 
Germany, procured me money, eflecm and hono^ ; 
and I will now no more ftrugglc th.rorgb my few re- 
maining years under the burthen of laM -fuits;, cuta- 
tors, referendaries, attornies, courts of juftifc, and 
the unworthy in authority. 

On the 22dof Augnft, 1786, the news arrived^ that 
Frederic the great had left this world 1 
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The prefent reigning monarch, the bed Among the 
friends of men, the witnefs of my fuffcriugs in my na- 
tive country immediately fent me a royal pailport for 
Berlin. The confifcation of my eftates was annulled, 
and THY deceafcd brother, in Pruffia, had left my chiU 
dren his heirs I 

I journey, with the imperial permiffion, back to 
my country, which I have been two and forty years 
expelled ! I journey, not as a pardoned malefadlor, 
but as a man whofe innocence has been eftablifhedby 
the whole tenor of his aftions, has been proved in his 
writings, and who is journeying to receive his re- 
ward I 

Safe am I arrived in haven, a weather beaten, but 
experienced, fhipman, enabled to indicate the hid- 
den rocks and quickfands of life's perturbed ftiores ; 
often have I ftruck, often been wrecked but never 
foundered. 

Let the wife and benevolent reader grant me com- 
padion, and, by my example, avoid much of that mife* 
ry in which too much raihnefs, or too little caution, 
has involved me. 

He, whofe untimely ambition impels him to under- 
takings beyond his ftrength ; he, who concerns him- 
felf with affairs not properly his own ; he who erefts 
bimfclfinto a reformer of this world's abnfes, will b« 
<» the martyr of virtue, or perhaps, the dupe of folly, 
and after having lived pcrfecuted, may even,h«ve the 
fortune to die defpifed. 

I^roncludethis part of mjr hiftory on the evening pre- 
•eding my journey to Berhi>. 



This journey I cheerfully prepared to undertake ; 
but my ever envious fate threw ine on the bed of fick^ 
ne{s, infomuch, that Irnallhope remained J ever fliould 
again behold the country of my forefatherlS) av outliva 
the moment which I bad been twenty years in anxioui- 
^xfrectationofbeholding. ''■ 

A variety of obftacles overcome, I found rt necefiSi.* 
ry fiHl: to take a journey into Hungary, which was 
one of the Hioft vivlfjlcig and plcafant of my whole 
life. 
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I left Vienna on the §ih of January, and came t« 
Prague. Here I found nearly the fame reception as 
in Hffhgary : my writings'had been univerialiy read. 
Citizeoe, noblemen, and noble ^ladies, treated me with 
like favour, like friendlhip. 

I reluctantly bade adieu to Prague, and continued my. 
Journey to Berlin. Here in Bohemia I took leave of. 
my fon, a fieutenant in the fecoiid regiment of carabi- 
neers*, who faw his grey-headed father and two bro- 
thers, deftinedfor the Pruffianfer vice, depart. He felt, 
the full weight of this feparation. I reminded him of 
his duty to the flate he ferved ;..allb of the fearful fate- 
of his umcle and father in Auftria, and of the poHeflbrs 
of our vaft eftates in Hungary. — He flirank back ; n ■ 
look from his father pierced him to the foul*— — te4r$ > 
ftood in his eyes-^his youthful blood flowed quick — 
and the following cxpreflions burft fiiddenly from his- 
lips : — *' I call God to witnefs, I will prove my felf wor- 
thy of my father -s name, and that while I live his ene*- 
mies ihaii be mine." 

What lare the feelings of a father,ivho in his fcto em* 
braces his friend i His brothers wept, nor could I re— 
tainmy tears I 

At Petcrfwaldc mi the road tp Drcfdbn, ray carri-^- 
«ge broke down : my life was endangered^ and oiy fon- 
received a contufion in his arm. The ery fipelas broke 
out on bim at Berlin, and 1 could not pre&nt him ta^ 
the king diiring a month after my arrival j 

Not many days pafied before I was prei^nted at cpnrt: 
by the- Pruffian; chamberlaitiy prince Sacken, as it if - 
not cuftomary at Berlin for a foreign fubjcft to be pre-- 
rented by the minifter of his own courts Though jia 
Pruffian fubjeft; I wo re- the Imperial nniform.j. 

The king received me with remarkable condefccn^- 
fibn : all eyes were dircded towards me, each perfia^^ 
toojcme by the hand,. and each welxiomed me to-my 
country.' This moved me the more by being remark* - 
cd by the foreign minifter s, who a^ed with furprife 
who tliat Auftrian officer could be, who was receive^ 
with fdmuch affe<flion,:andTuch evident joy in Berlin. 
The gracious monarch himfelf gave tokens of vnoV>l« 
'.f leafure arbeholding m^ Hus furroundM;* ,^ ', 
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Kavinii; been introJucciI at court, I thougliL it nccci- 
fary to obferve cuftomary t^rremonics, and ^vas pre- 
fentedby the Imperial anibnli-^dor, prince Reu{s, to all 
foreign mini (Icr sand fach 1;^ Uies as ire in llic routine 
of admitting like vifits. i vv as received by the pi :\v:c 
royal tlie reigning queen, the queen dowan;er^ and tl:c 
whole royal Smily, in their various palaces, witli edcei^i 
and favour never to be forgotten. His roval higlm^s 
prince Henry, the well knov/n partaker of his brothc^l 
glory, invited mc to a private audience, continued Icug 
in convf rfiition with me, teftified the utmoll compafii- . 
on at what 1 had undergone, promifed me his future 
protedion, admitted me to his private concerts^ and 
made mc flay and fupat court, 

A like reception! met in the palace of prince Ferdi- 
nand of Brunfwic, where I frequently dined and fup- 
ped. Kis princefs took delight in hearing my narra- 
tives, and in my knowledge of men and manners, and 
loaded me with favours. 

Theplcafure 1 received at Berlin was great indeed. 
When 1 went to court the honeft citizens crowded to 
fee me ; and when any one among them faid, " That 
is Trcnck,**thc red would cry — ** Welcome once more 
to your country/' — while many would reach me their 
hands with the tears ftanding in their eyes. Frequent 
were the fcenes I experienced of this kind. No pardon- 
ed malefaftors would have been fo received — O, no ! 
— It was the fweet reward of innocence : this reward 
was fully beftowed throughout the Prulfian territories. 

Some days after I had been pr^fented to the king, 
and iupped with the queen, I entreated a private audi- 
ence, andoB the rath of February received the follow- 
ing let jer ; 

'' In anlwer to your letter on the 9 th of this month, 
which has been given me, I _^/ad/j/ inform you, that if 
you will come to me after dinner to-morrow at five 
o'clock, I fhall have the pie ^ Cure to fee and fpeak with ■ 
you ; mean time I pray God to take you into his holy 
keeping, 

« FREDERIC WILLIAM/' 

<* Berlin Feb. 12th, 1787. • • , 
R : ::•* 
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P. S. After figning the above, I iind it more corivc* 
I'.i.nt to appoint to-niorrov/ at iihie in the morning, 
a -.out v>'!dcii time yon will come into the aparlment 
Jiim ed in.irmor kammcr (marble ci araber.)" 

ihe a'lxicty vvitli which I expedtcd this wifiied-for 
i-'r.r. irw may well be conceived. 1 found the Pruffi- 
a:i lit n alone, and he continued in converfation with 
n:e noro tiirn an liour. 

1 low jondef ending, how kind was the monarch! 
how^/rcat i how nobiy did he confole mc for the j^ail ! 
i^j'vv truivclydidliis uflurance of favour overpower my 
wliolc iV)iil ■ i;^e had read the Jiiflory of my life. V; hen 
}^ri.ijc of i^ruivia, he had been an eye-wimcis, in Mag- 
t: jl>'i:-n^ of my martyrdom, and my attempts to efcape. 
j.*ap.y ciivinndinces he rrcolleitcd himfclf, and l.e in- 
r.'iircd of ihi.i'.; v/ho had been prefcrt, and who con- 
i.rLud ihc truth of niy narrative arid the fr verity of 
my cala-TiIiicr,. I ong ihall 1 remember tliefe fortiin?te 
m ji:if iits : \ ct th-'Hb arc fled — i 'is majefty parted from 
me v/:th to'.r 'is of conirmcd cilecvn and condc fcenfion. 
JMy eyes ba'e adieu, but riy liCart reinaintd in the 
mar: .Jc Ji mbr^r. in company \>''-^Ah a prince capable of 
fv'n'>.a.'-n i'>(\' "iiiiicd ; and my wifr-es for his welfare 

1 'c '!c-:iy: lor m? a f^cond fime^ convcrfcd much V'ith 
n\\:, aiKl con :r3V:cd "^hoie Ideas svl^kli my fivft interview 
b id iiiy-'red, aiid I urn fully convinced 1 have not r.iif- 
rakcn i.is c-^aracter. 

On the Tiih of March at another private audience, 
Ipref-'ntcd my fon, whom I intended for the Prufli&n 
ferv-KC. 'j"l:e' king irirjediatciy bedov/ed on hhv. a 
t:omi':L'ijn iarhe T'ofidovrfKy dragoons at my fj^cckil 
re-u^l. 'fbc diincidly of obtaining., ladi a connri*;n'>n 
without lia- iitix Uril ibrvrd as an cniign is well known j 
this v.-as th-ireiorc a particular fax our ard honour, and 
my f)ii has tr.e ri^ore to expect, iince ids majefty him- 
felf has j)romilid hus ir/oinotion. 

I ftw -du: a^ the -e.'e^ at V ehr.i and his f^iperior 
o^i-v^r^ ^brinc- r-'e^t c • pe^ratiors frem his zeal "■ ^;'S 
lhnved./"*c tl'cdit^^ of a Oilier by my foirF : tbre .^v h 
dk'jo ^.v w:-"il;' ' '•'" '■•:''^? u-irir.:!, ov tids in ti e^P— ^- 
llan fji'vi::e, wiu :\.l ':b"'i'i re*v-.rd^ :'.\:c tn '., .:ri^«- 
rher ; and tJ thh fl-iiJ svlll I bc--ieatb my iKiidfoii- 
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S^iould they both remtiln unnoticed,! v/ill bcRow liiri 
0:1 the Grand Turk, rutlicr than on 1/aropcan couris^ 
whence juflice to me and mine is banifhcd. 

Since 1 have been at ikrlin. and received there \vith 
To many tcHimonies of friendfliip and iavc.ir, tl.c r.cAvf- 
paper^ of Germany LavepubKihcdvaiio-^SLrtlLks con- 
cerning me, perhaps with the hcii of wiT cs, ir/.c::d:r[j 
to contribate to my honor or ecile. "ii.ey have how- 
ever been fometimes mifint'ormed. 1 hey have aucitcd 
a great penfion has been fettled on mc at hei ihi ; but 
on my honour, I atlirm I never afkcd a pension. They 
have faidmy eldell daughter is appointed govcrncfs or 
the young princefs. This perhaps has been t>.c jcke oi* 
Ibme witty correfpondcnt ; for^uy elded dcUip'.iUr \.i 
but fifteen, and (lands in need of a governcis herlllf. 
Perhaps they may fuppofe me mean enough from oflc n-^ 
tation, to circulate falfehood : perhaps they fuppofe 
they do me fervice or give me pleafare, by pubUfliing 
as tadts honours or rewards for which 1 hope. It may 
be malice, and a defire to injure m.e ; it m.ay be the \c- 
ry reverfe : in either cale it is no pleafare to me, and 
may have ill eiFefts. An honeft man is never vv ithout 
his enemies, who will labour to prevent any good that 
might happen to him, and who are terriaed if they ima- 
gine he might become the favourite of a king. 

I almofl daily receive letters from all parts of Ger- 
many, from perfons unknown to me, wherein the fen- 
fations of the feeling heart are evident. — The hifLory 
of ray life has excited a general nitenfion. '1 hofe re- 
viewers who have been impartial, have my thanks : 
thofe who fufpetl ray veracity, or endeavour to decry 
my work, muft be anfwered by an appeal to facts. 
That my liillory relates many improbable events, and 
rather refcmbles a romance, than a work of l/ioor?phy, 
is not my fault : extraordinary accidenis i lave en- 
countered, and extraordinary accidents I mull relate. 

I met at Berlin many old friends of both fcxes : a- 
mong others an aged invalid came to fee me, who was 
at Glatz in 1 746, when I cut my way through the 
guard. He was one of the fentinels before my door, 
and T/hom I had thrown down the {tair5^. 

A inthcr invalid whohnd aHlllcd me when hnprifbii. 
ed cit ^Tagdebure, in ridding my fclf of u<y bugs of Gr/.^ 
caire alfo to vifit me. 
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The hour of quitting Berlin, and continuing tny joiilr- 
nsy into Pruflia towards Konigfberg, my native covm> 
try approached. On the eve of my departure,-! had 
once again the happinefs of converfing more than two * 

hours with her royal highnefs the princefs Amelia, ii^ 
ter of Frede r 1 c the Great . Poflelled of native goodncfe 
of mind and deep penetration, fhe folely had the honor 
of gaining the entire confidence and fricndfhip of Fre- 
deric. She, as far as fhe was able, prot^cVed me in tay 
hoar of extreme adverlity ; hcapea benefits upon me, 
and more than any other perfon in the world, contri- 
buted to gain my deliverance. Not as a foreign offi- 
cer did flie receive me during my flay in Berlin, but as 
a friend, as an aged patriot ; laid her commands upon 
me to write immediately to my wife, and requefl ihe 
would come to Berlin in the month of June with tcr 
tvyo eldell daughters. Her promife I received, that 
the happinefs of the latter fhouldbe her care ; nay that 
ihe would certainly remember my wife in her will- 

At this moment when about to depart, fhe afFeftiaa- 
ately afked me if I had money fufficient for the expen- ■ 
fes of my journey ? *^ Yes, madam/' was my reply ; 
•* for myfelf I want nothing nothingaik ; but may you 
remember my children !" 

The fenfibility, the deep feeling with which T poxx- 
noujaced thefe words moved the princefnj^ fee ikewed 
me how perfe<5lly €*e comprehended my meaning;, tooir 
me hy the hand, and faid, '* Return, my friend, quick- 
ly 5 I fliail be moft happy to fee you." 

I haftily left the room; a kind of indedfxon came 
over me. I was inclined to remain fome days longer 
at Berlin. Had 1 done fo, my prefence would mofl ia- 
dubitably have been of great aavantage to my children, i 

Aals lever under the guidance of niy evil genius,lbegan 
my journey. The clear profpe A of futurity wasinftantly 
overclouded ; the principal purp'ofc (^r which I came 
to Berlin frullratecl ; for, five days after v^y departure, . 

the princefs Amelia died ! 1 

On the , ^224 of March 1 departed from BerKn, and ^ 

. purfued my journey to Konigfberg, but remained two 
days at the court of the margrave of .Brandenburg 
r^chwedt, where I was received with kindnefs and ef- 
teem. The margrave had beftowed favour? on n^ 
during my imprifenment at Magdeburg. 
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I departed thence through Soldinf to Schiidbcrj^, 
there to vifit my relatio:^ Sidau, vrhg had married tne 
dsiu^ter of my fitter, which daughter my filler had by 
her tirll hufbaad. I found my kiaihiau 4 wordiy ani' 
lioBorable man, and on£ who made the daughter of an 
iHifortunate Mer happjr. I was received at Ids hovie 
with open aritts ; aud for the fiyft time during an in- 
terval of two and forty years, beheld one of iny ov/n re- 
lations. 

Co. my jouimey thither I had the unexpeiled plea- 
fure to meet with lieutenant general Kowalflty. I hig 
good gentleman was a lieutenant in the garrifon of 
i^latz: m the year 1 74S, and was an ocular witnefis when 
I leaped from* the wall of 'the rampart. He had read 
Wty hiftory, with fome of the pi*incipp.l faJls of which 
lie was pre vioofly acquainted. ' Should any one there- 
fore doubt concerning thofs incidents which ] have re- 
lated, of my efcape from Glatz, aud which, becanfe of 
the difficulties attending their execution^ have been by 
fome incapable themielves of a like cnterprifc, lappo- 
ied incredible* I may refer them to him, whofe tethi- 
mohy cannot be fufpcdied* 

. From Schildberg I proceeded to Landihcrg, on the 
Warta;* Here I iound my brother-in-law, colonel 
Pape, commander of the Gotz dragoons, r.nd the le- 
condhulband of my deceafed fitter ; and here pafled a 
* joyous day. Every body congratulated me on my 
glorious return into mj? country, and offered up their 
ardent prajtirs for my future felicity. 

I fotind relations in almoft every garrifon, and was 
almott every where detained. Never did man receive 
more honorable marks of efteem throughout a kin;:v. 
doin. Thc-generalknowledge of my unmerited cala- 
mities procured me this fvveet coufolation ; and I were 
inljpnfible indeed j and ungrateful did. my heart remain : 
unmoved on occafions like thefe. 

I ihallhcre infert an incident which I omitted in its 
proper place, left I ihould have flitigued my readers 
by a too circumftantial recital of my various aucinp's 
to efcape from prifon at Magde]:\i>rg. It was my la it 
attempt but one at flight. 'Jfte circumttanccs v/ore 
thefe: ' - 

R 2- 
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As I. found inyfelf unable to get rid of more fand, af- 
ter having once again cut tlirough the planking, and 
mined the foundation, I made a hole towai'ds thefoife 
or ditch, in -which three fentincls were ftationed. This 
I executed one ftorray night, it being eafy from The 
lie;htnefs of tjie fand, to perform the work in two hours. 

X^o fooner had I broken through, than 1 (ikntly 
drew back the fand within the hole, and threw one of 
jny {IVppers belide the palifadoes, that it might be fup* 
poled 1 had loft it when climbing over them. Thefe 
paliladoes, twelve feet in height, were (ituated in the ; 

front of the principal fofle, and my fentiBels flood with- i 

in. There was no fentry-box at the place where I 
liad broken through. ' j 

This'done I returned into my prifon, made another 
hole under the plauking where I could hide myfelf, 
and flopped up the paifage behind me, fo that it was 
not probable I could be feen or found. When day- 
ligiit came, the fentincl faw the hole, gave tlie alarm 
— the ofHcer ran tcrrilicd*, the flipper was foundj and 
it was couclv:ded that Irenck had fortunately efcaped 
over the palifadoes^ and was no longer in prifon. 

Immediately the fab-governor came from Magde- 
burg, the alarm guns were fired, the horfc fcoured the 
country, and the lortification and fubterranean paflag- 
es were all vifited ; no tidings came ; no difcovery 
was made ; and the conclufion was, I had certainly ef- 
caped. That I fliould fly without the knowledge of 
the fentlnels was deemed impoHibie ; the officer and 
all the guard were put under arreft, and every body 
was flruck dumb vi'ith furprife. 

I in the mean time fat quiet in my hole, where! 
heard their fearches and fuppofitions that I certainly 1 

was gone. My heart bounded with joy, and I held 
efcape to be indubitable. They mofl undoubtedly 
would not have placed fentincls over the prifon the 
following night, and I tlien really fliould have left iny . 

place ot concealment, and moPc probably have iafcly j 

arrived in Saxony. My cruel deiiiny however robbed 1 

me of all hope, at the very moment when I fuppofed 
the grer.tc'l of my diflicul lies conquered. /• 

]"vervtbinfr fecracd tolj-Appen as I could wifli. The ' 

^v"!iok* g.'.rriij:^ came andvlfued the cafemates^ and all 
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flood aftoniihed at the mlr:icle th-y beheld. In this 
ftate things remained till r'our o'cloc"k in the afternoon. 
At length an enlign of the miiitla c^me^ a I o) of r.bcut 
fifteen or fixteen years of ?.2,-; ^) '^ "/ 7 '^bicken in ap- ' 
pearance, but who had more wit than any or all of 
them. He approached the hole, examined the aper- 
ture next the fofle, thought it appeared very fmall, 
endeavoured to enter it hiitifclf found he could not, 
therefore concluded it was impolhble a man ofmyTize 
could have pafled through, and accordingly called for 
a light. 

i his was an incident Ihadnot for eftien. ITalf iViflcd 
in my hole,l had opened the canal under the planki^ig. 
No fooner had the youth procured the light, than he 
perceived my white fhirt, examined nearer, felt about, 
and laid hold on me by the rrm. 

The fox was caught, and the laugh was univerfal- 
My chagrin and conufion may eaiily be imagined. 
They, all came round mc^ paid me their compliments, 
and finding nothing better was to be done, 1 laughed 
in company with them^ and thus laughing, was led 
back with an aclnng. a diflrafled heart, to be forrow- 
fully enchained in my dungeon. -^ 

The contrivance was highly a }5praurjed by all thofe 
who wifhed I might effecft my cimnc ,'&moT^g whom 
was the honorable perfon who dcilred I would here 
infer t this anecdote. 



I continued my journey, and arrived, on the fourth 
of April, at Konigfberg, where my broth'^r impatient- 
ly expelled my arrival. We embraced as brothers muft 
after an abfence of two and forty years. C f all my 
brothers and fifters I had left in this city, he only re- 
mained. He lived a' retired and peaceable life on his 
own ei^ates, fulfilling all the duties of a man. IJc liud 
no children living. 1 continued a fortnight in company 
with him, and his worthy wife, at KonigPoerg, wiili 
infinite falisfaclion of heart, and aftc -Aards Vvcntwlth 
him fo Ills countrv feat, where 1 ftaid fix weeks, 

I'cre 1, for the (irft thre, learnt what had I'appen- 
^'d to my relations during my ahfeucc. The wrath cf 
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die great Jjedeiic extended Itfclf to all ray hmly. My 
{econd brother was anenlignm the re^nentof ciitraf« 
ficrs at Kiow, in the year 1 746, when, i firft iacurred 
dlfgrace from the king. Six years ke ferved^ fought at 
diree battles, but, becauie hi&name wa&Trcnck, never 
was promoted. Weary of expectations^ he at lengtS 
quitted tlie drmy, married, and lived on hi& efiiate at 
Meicken, where he died,about three years ago^ andl^ 
two* fons, who are an honour to the family of th« 
Trencks. 

Common fame fpoke him a perfon capable of render'* 
ing tiie (late eilential fervice, as atftiliiary man, in the 
profeffion he had chofen ; but he was my brother, and 
the king would never fu^Fer his name to be mentioned;^ 

My youngeft brother applied himfelf to the fcicHces. 
it was propofed that he fiiot^ld receive fome civiiem* 
pldyment, as ah intelligent, well-meaning man : but; 
the king anfwered in the margin of the petit ion> 
** No Treiick is good for any thing." 

Thus his all my' fasnily fuifercd, becaufe of my no* 
juii condemnation. My laft mentioned brother chofe 
the life bf a private man, and lived at his eafe, in efti- 
mation and independence, among the firft people of thf 
kingdom. * 

The hatred of the monarch extended itfe'lf td- my fifr 
ler, whohad married the fon of generaV Waldo w, and 
lived in widowhood from the year 1 749,- to hfer fecond 
marriage. The misfortunes of this excellent woman, 
in coniequence of the treachery of Weingarten, and 
the aid flie fent to me in my prifon at Magdeburg, 1 
have before related. She was poflefled of the fine e&te 
of Hammer, near Landfberg, on the Warta. The Ruf- 
fian army changed the whole face of the country, and 
laid it def^rt: She fled, with what eifefts ihe could, 
to Cufl:rin,*where every tMn?g, Ukewifc, was bornt and 
tdeftroyed during the (iege. The pruffian army demo- 
liflied the fine forefts. 

After the war, the king afliftcd all the rvitfied fa«i* 
lies of Brandenburg; fhe alone obtained northing jbc- 
caufe fhe was my litter. She Petitioned the- king, who 
replied; fiic mift feek for rearcfs from hRt dear bro- 
ther. 
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She died, in the flower of hel: age, a fhort time after 
file had married her fecond hufband colonel Papc : her 
-fon, alfo, died lafl: year. Ke was captain in the regi- 
ment of the Gotz dragoons. 

Thus were all my brothers and fifters punifhed, bc- 
caufe they were mine. 

Reader, if thou haft noble thoughts, rejoice with mS^ 
and, from my hiftory, learn, that evil itfelf may con- ' 
vert to good. In the nineteenth year of my age, I loft 
my fortune, my liberty, ifty all, honor and fortitude 
excepted, and thefe it was not in the power of the def- 
pot to take. Two and forty years have I lived depriv- 
ed of my property, two and forty years endured po- 
verty, ana even exccflive indigence, with tlie excep- 
tion of fome few intervals, without ever being guilty 
of Hicanncfs, and in the moment of good fortune, I have 
been liberal even to prodigality. 1 often have been de- 
ceived, but never was a deceiver. , Thofe who plun- 
dered me, blufh at my name. I walk proudly, even in 
the prefcnce of kings. I write truths without difguife, 
and my writings find toleration and privilege. I was 
defpifed, condemned, and rejefted, yet obtained^ eve» 
in the dungeop's depths, than which no man could de- 
* fcend lower, 'the general efteem and approbatioi^ of 
the worthy. 

Thou, great God, haft preferved me amidft my trou- 
blc ! The pureft gratitude penetrates my tcart. O 
that it might pleafe thee never to let mortal endure 
what I have endured, or that thou wouldft grant him 
equal ftrength to wreftle with woe ! May this my tra- 
gical narration be aleflbn to the afHided, afford hdpe 
to the defpairing, fortitude to the wavering, and ihako^ 
and humanism the hearts of kings ! 
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THE 
HISTORY of FRANCIS BARON TRENCK, 

A PARTISAN COIONEL^ AND COMMANDER IN CHIEl" OF 

THE PANTOURS, IN THE. SERVICE OF HER 

MAJESTY THE EMPRSSS-QJL; EEN. 

Written by FredcTic B.Trenck, as a neceffary Supplement 

■ to his 01V /I hijio-ry, 

T^Rrancis Baron Trenck was born, in 1714, 
-*- in Calabria a province of Sicily. I -is father was 
then a governor, and a lieutenant colonel there, arid 
died pofcfled of thcfe honours, in 1742, at Leitfcha* 
"1 Hungary ;lord of the rich manors of Pre{lowacz,Plc- 
ternitz, and Pakratz, in Sclavonia, and other confi- 
derabJe eftates in Uungary. His chriilian name was 
John ; he was my fathers brother. 

Francis Baron Trenck was his only fon ; he had 
attained the rank of colonel during his fathers life, 
*'ind ferved with diiHndion in the army of Maria Te- 
refa. ^ 

I^is father, a bold and daring foldier, idolizing hi« 
only fon, and fupcrlativcly avaricious, wholly neglec- 
ted his education, fo that the paffions of this fon were 
nioil unbridled. Fndowed, by nature, with very ex- 
traordinary talents, -the heir of a rich father, this ar- 
pe"t jouth was early his own rnafter> and allowed to 
indulge the impetuous fire of his conltitution. JC>'ode- 
I'aiion was ever utterly unknown to him, and ^ood 
fonune.moft remarkably favoured all his entcrpriies. 
Thcfc were numerous, undertaken from no prirxiple 
of virtue, nor actuated by any motives of humanity! 
^ The love of money, and the dc lire of fame, were tl-e 
pai^ion*] of his foul. ^411 his wifhes were fucceHvl, 
therefore were all his wiflies indulged. To his v*ar- 
like inclination v/as added the infcnftbiliryora heart 
natively v/ickcd ; and he found himfclf an a<^or^ on 
tlic pjrcat ic-ne of life, at a time when the cartli was 
drci: l.el wi'.h hum.an gore; and when the fword de- 
cided tlie fare of narions: hence this chief of pandours, 
this f-ouri-c of the unprotefted naturally became an 
irori-rc.ir;r»d enemy, a ferocious foe of the hun" ni-; race 
a '^oraiid^blc enemy in private life, and a periidious 
friend. 
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ConftitunonallY choleric and fanguinary, adcfi^ 
to voluptuous pleafures^ fenfual and brave, he w^s 
unappeafable when affronted, prompt to ad, in uic 
moment of danger circumfpcdt, and when under tjic 
dominion of anger, inhuman and cruel even to fury; 
irreconcilable, artful, fertile in invention, and ever 
intent on great projects. 

When y0ttth and beauty infpired love, he then be- 
came fupple, infinuating, amiable, gentle, refpedful, 
yet, ever excited by pride unccaiingly to purfue his 
purpofe,each conqueft gave but new deiires of adding 
another flave oveif whom he might domineer ; and, 
whenever he encountered unihaken refiftance, he even 
then ceafejj to be avaricious. A prudent and intelli- 
gent woman, turning this part of his chara^er to ad- 
vantage, might have formed this very lingular xn;n 
-to virtue, probity, and the love of the human race; 
but from his moft tender infancy, his will had never 
fulfered reftraint, and he thougnt nothing impoflible. 
As a fo Idler, he was bold even to temerity ; capable 
of the moft hazardous e^^ernrife, and of laughing at 
the danger, himfelf provoked. . His ambitious projeds 
were the more elevated, becaufe the end of all his ac- 
tions were the acquirement of renown. In council he 
was dangerous ; every thing muft cede to his views. 
To him the means, by which his end was to be obtai- 
ned, were inditferent. Woe to the wretch who ho- 
ped to excite his comp^flion, by fubmiflion and pray- 
er ! 

The Croats at this time were undifciplined, prone 
to rapine, thirfting for human blood, and only taught 
obedience by violence and blows ; thefe had been the 
companions of liis infancy ; thefe he undertook to fub- 
jcct, by fervitude and fear, to military furbordination 
and, from banditti, to make them foidiers. Fis ha- 
bitual int'.»rcourfe with fuch a fpecious of men gave h*m 
that fiercenefs of charadbcr, which had been fo often 
remarked in tyrants. 

With refpeA to his exterior/ Nature had Keen pro- 
digal of her favours. Fis height was fix ftet three 
inches, and, though his ftature was gigantic, tlie 
fymetry oFliis limbs was exadt ; his form was upright, 
his countenance was agreeable^ yec mal'culinc, and 
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hU flrci!r;t:h a lino J incredible. He could fever the 
liead from the body of the larged ox, with one ilroke 
of his iabr J, and he was fo adroit at this lurkilh prac- 
tiije, that he at Icnglh could behead men as if he were 
cleaving turnips, in the latter years of his life, his 
afpecl was become terrible, becaufe that, during the 
Bavarian war, he had been fcorched by the explofion 
of a powder-barrel, and his face remained fcarred and 
impregnated with black loots. 

in company he rendered htmfelf exceedingly agree- 
able, fpokc feven languages fluently, w^as jocular pof- 
feiled wit, and in a ferious converfation, under- 
ftantling : had learned mufick, fung with tafte, and 
had a good voice, fo that he might be well paid as 
an a«Elor, had that been his fate. He could even, 
when difpofed, become gentle and complaifant ; but, 
wherever he conld command, he was a monfter. 

His look told the man of obfervaiion that he was 
cunning and choleric ; and his wrath w^as terrible. 
He was ever fufpicious, becanfe he judged others by 
himfelf, Sclf-intereft and avarice ever conftituted his 
ruling pafliion, and, whenever he had an opportunity 
©f increafing his wealth, he equally difregardsd tit 
duties of religion, the ties of honor, and human pity. 
In the thirty tirft year of his age, when he was pollef- 
fed of nearly two millions, he did not expend a flo- 
rin per day, in that he even denied himfelf neceflarier. 

As he and his pandours always led the van, and 
he thence had the opportunity to ravage the enemies 
country, at the. head of troops fo adiSed to rapine, 
we muft not wonder that Bavaria, bilefia, and Alfi- 
tia, were fo plundered. He alone purchafed the boo- 
ty from his troops, at a low price, and this he fenl> 
by water to his own ellates. If any one of his offi- 
cers made a rich capture, 'I'renck inftantly became his 
enemy. He was fent on every dangerous expedition, 
till he fell » and the colonel became Lis univerfalJUeir, 
for Trenck appropriated all he could to himfelf. 

He was reputed to be a man moft expert in military 
(cicnce. an excellent engineer; and to poflelk an ex- 
a^ eye eftimatin^r, heights and diftanccs. I^ence 
he had the firft advantae;e that a partizan leader c^fli en- 
joy, that of being perteflly aci^uainted with the (joiyii- 
S \. 
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try in which the war is carried on. In all enter pri- 
fes he was the firft ; inured to fatigue, bis iron body 
could fupport it without inconvenience. Nothing es- 
caped his vigilance, all was tiurned to account. , and 
wiiat valour could not accompli fh, cunning fopplicd. 
His pride fatfered hiin not to incur an obligation, 
and thus was he by principle unthankful ; his anions 
all centred in fcli, and as he was remarkably forti»- 
iiate in whatever he undertook, he afcrrbed even that 
which accident gave, to forefight and genius. De- 
pending thus an himfelf, he was incapable of feeking, 
valuinp;. or maintaining fricndlhip ; therefore was a- 
baudi)ncd, when he moft needed die firm fupport of 
fricndfliip. 

Vet v*'as he ever, asancfllcer, amofl: ufeful and in- 
cdimable man to the ftate. His love and refpecl tbf 
his fovcreigri; aiid his zeal in, herfervice, were un- 
b luiided ; wherever her gl«>ry was at (lake, 1» would 
^villin^lly have devoted himfelf her vi<!:tim. This I 
adcrt to be truth : I probed his heart, and knew him 
well. 

He had the honor firft to form, and command, re- 
gular troops, raifed in Sclavonia. The foldiers ac- 
quired glory under their leader, and fuftained tlie tot- 
teriug power of Aullria : they made libations of their 
blood in its defence, as did Trenck, in various bat- 
tles. ' He ftrved like a brave warrior, with zeal, loy- 
alty and-eiTedb. 

Tlie vile perfecutions of his enemies, at Vienna, 
with whom he refufed to fhare the plunder h« bad 
made^ lod him honor, liberty, and not only the perfo- 
nal property he had acquired, but likewife the fami- 
ly patrimony, in Hungary. He died like a malefac- 
tor, illegally fentenced, in iraprlfonment ; and knaves 
have affirmed, and fools have believed, and believe 
ftill, he took the king of Pruffia prifoner, and that he 
grafted him freedom, in confequence of a bribe. So 
have loyal Hungarins been led tofuppofe tiiat a Hun- 
garian had really been a traitor. 

Trenck, the father, was a mifer, paft (ervice, yet 
aweU-tncaning man. Trenck, the fon, on the c^n 
trary, was a youthful foldier, turbulent and hot, v/ho 
ftood in need of money to indulge bis pleafui'cs. Ma- 



B'ARON P. TRENCK. 2o7 

ny curious pranks he played, when an enfign in I 
know not what regunent of foot. 
. He went to one of the colleclors of his father's rents 
and demanded money ; the coUedor refufed to give 
him any, and, Trenck cleaved hk fkall ^vhh his 
^bre. A profecution was commenced againll hinvy 
bat, War breaking out, in 1736, between the KulHans 
and tiie Turks, he. with the permiinon of the court 
of Vienna, raifcd a fquadron or IJullkrs, and vvcnt 
with it into the lluflian fervice, contrary to the will 
of his fither. 

In this war he diftinguifhed himfelf highly, and ac- 
quired the protection of field-marfhal Munich. Fe 
was (b fuccefsful, and fo daring, as a partiiim len- 
der againd the Tartars, \that he became very i'ii- 
mous in the army, and at the end of tlie campcii^i!, 
was appointed major. 

it happened j on the fame occafion, that flying par- 
ticB of turks approached the front of his reghnent, 
when on the march^ and. Trenck, feeing a favoura- 
ble moment for attacking them, w€nt to colonel Ru- 
min, defiring that the regiment mi^t be led to the 
eharge^ and that they mi^t profit by fo fair an oppor- 
tunity . The timid colonel anfwered, " I have no fuch 
orders." Trenck then demanded permiflion to chargr 
the Turks only with his own fqaadron ; but this was 
refufed. — He immediately became furious, for he had 
never been acquainted with contradiiliau or fubordi- 
natioOt and cried aloud to the ibldier^. — '^ ff there be 
oae .braye man among you, let him follow me ," About 
two hundred immediately Hepped from the runks ; he 
put himfclf at their head, routed the enemy, made a 
borrible carnage, and returned intoxicated witli joy, 
accompaiiied by prifoners, and loaded with difevered 
heads. 

Once more arrived in prefence of the regiment, ho 
atta^ed the colonel, treated iiimlike the ranked cow- ^ 
ard, called hhn approbrious names, and bear irmi, 
without the other daring to make the leaft reli. Vance. 

The adventure however became known ; Trenck 
was arretted and ordered to be tried. 

His judges condemned him to i>e ftiot-^and the day 
was appoiiited — but the evening before €xecuri'>n,£e! j. 
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marrtial Munich pafled, either by chance or defign, 
near the tent in which he was confined. — TreiKk law 
liira, came foryrard and fald — ** Certainly your excel- 
lency will not fufFer a foreign cavalier to die an igno- 
minious death, llecai\fe he has chaftifed a cowardly 
Ruffian f If I muft die, at leall giVe me penniilion to 
faddle my horfe, and, with my fabre in my hand, let 
me fall fnrroanded by the enemy." 

The Tartars happened to be at this time harrafling 
the ad anccd pofts ; the field-marflial ftirueged his 
Shoulders and was filent. — Trenck-iHU not di]?ourae* 
ed, added — '* I will undertake to bring your excel- 
lency tlirec heads, or lofe my own. Will you, if I do, 
be pleafed to grant me my pardon ?'* — The field -mar- 
ihal replied — ** Yes." The horfe of Trenck was im- 
mrdiately broiight ; he galloped to the enemy, and re- 
timed fingly, ^'^'ith four heads knotted , to liisJuorfe's 
mane, himfelf only fli^tly \younded in the ihoalder. 

Munich embraced him ; and immediately appointed 
him to be a major in another regiment. 

Various, and almoft incredible were his feats ;-:-^ — 
among others, a Tartar had run him through the belly 
with his lance : Trenck grafped the proje^iilg end 
with his hands, exerted his prodigious ftrength, broke 
the lance, fet fpurs to his horfe, and happily efcaped. 
Of this wound, dreadful as it \vas, he was fo6n cured. 

Daring this campaign he behaved with great honor, 
was wounded by an arrow in the calf of the leg, diid 
gained the affeftion of the field-marfhal Munich, but 
excited the envy of the Ruffians. Towards the cbn- 
clufion of the war he had a new mlslbrtunc ; bis regi- 
ment was on the march, and incommoded on all {vSes 
hy the enemy : he intreated his colonel for thd lovfc of 
God to permit him to attack them. . The colonel was 
once more a Ruffian, and he refufed. Trenck gave 
him a blow, and called aloud to the foldiers to follow 
^ him. They however being Ruffians, remained moti- 
onlefs— and he was put under arreft. 

The court-martial fentenced him to death — ^and all 
hope of reprieve feemed over. The general would 
willingly have granted his pardon, but as tie wa$»him- 
felf a foreigner, he was fearful of offending the Rnlli- 
tms by fuch partiality, they having begun to murmap. 
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• The day of execution came, and h©*Vr'as led to the 
place of death— Munich however fo contrived it that 
tield-amrihal Lowcnthal fliould pafs by at this nioraent 
in company with his lady. Trenek profited by the 
opportunity, fpokc boldly, and pre v^ed. A reprieve 
■was requeiled, and the fenteDce was changed into ba- 
niflin^ent and labour into Siberia. 

Tifenck protefted againft tliis fentence. The field- 
mar (hal wrote toPet€rlbui?gh,aBd an order came that 
he ftiould be broken amd conduiked oat of the Rutlian 
territories. This order was accoi'dingly executed, 
and he returned into rhingary to hia father. 

* At this, period he efpioufed tlie daughter of the field- 
mar/hal baron Tillier, of. one of the ih-fl families ia 
SMritzerland. ^ 

The two brothers of his wife, each became lieurc- 
iuknt^g«aerals,one of whom died honorably during the 
ieyen years war, and particularly favoured by his fo- 
vereign. The other was made commander general in 
Croatia, where he is ftili Hving, and at the head of a 
regiment of infantry that bears his name. 

Trenek did not long live with his lady. She was 
pregnant, and his divcrfious being e\er confonant to 
hi* unruly temperament, he took her to Imnt with him 
inamarfh, whence flie returned ill, being unacculloni- 
ed to fuck exercife, and died without leaving him an. 
heir. 

♦ Warlike inclinations would not long permit him to 
remain idle. — Having no opportunity to indulge thefe 
becaufe of the general peace, he conceived a projed of 
extirpating the Sclavonian banditti. 

The title of their chiefs was Karmn-Bafliaw ; and 
they were ele^ed from among the ftrongell, the moft 
Intelligent, and the boldefl men of the nation. Sofe- 
vere were their laws, that the fmalleft fault was pu- 
nllhed by ftrangling the culprit. 

If any one of their comrades had been betrayed, 
there is no example that they ever fo much as f pared' 
the iafatit, even in its mother's womb. 

Their vengeance was unlimited ; and if by chance 
the wIidIb band were defeated with llaughter, in fiich 
kind of attempts, the new Harum-Bamaw of , their 
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f iccefTars was bound to carry fire and fword, wrhere 
his predccefibr had fallen. 

In eiTcS. they were true partifans ; maintained fpiej 
inTurky, and occafioually tell upon the Turkiih ban* 
ditti,taking fromthem tlieir booty, and plundering and 
aflaflinating the caraVans of mercliants. — Therefore 
they fpi'caa univerfal terror through the country : no 
one darllexpofe hirafelf to their enmity ; and all the 
landholders paid them a'fmall contribution, that they 
might protci^t them from the incurfions of the Turkifii 
banditti. Theifi their tributaries, and their vaflaJs 
under them, lived tranquil and in full fccurity,for it 
was a law among the Sclavonian banditti, never to for- 
feit their word. 

Each Harum-Bafhaw had a ftipulated number of men, 
and when any one of them died, all the youths, moft 
adroit and renowned for their fears, became candidates 
for the vacant place, becaufe that thefe banditti lived 
in abundance, and were not obliged to work. 

Tliey freely traverfed all the country armed, and 
well known by their large rings and buttons of filven 
Wlien government thought proper to purfuc and £t- 
tack them, and they were obliged to encounter the 
regulars, they generally had the advantage, and could 
take flielter when attacked, in their vaft forefts, whh 
the paths and thickets of which, they were all acquaint- 
ed. At fuch times ihey became a great nnifancc tO) 
the neighbouring hamlets, wiiick they pillaged at plea?- 
fure. 

Trenck therefore began his military exploits anew 
againft this lingular race of men. To execute this 
cnterprife, he employed his own vaflals andpandours. 
He was afterwara aflifted by a detachment of regulars^ 
haying promifed the court of Vienna that he would 
totally deftroy thefe banditti. The bloody canteft now 
commenced — men were racked and impaled, and it 
joaay perhaps be fafely affirmed that more , adivity, 
precaution and courage, were-neceflary to infure fuc* 
cefs in fuch a kind of war, than to lead a great army 
to the field of battle. 

Trenck feemed born for this murderous trada. Bay 
and night on the watch, he chafed them like wild beads, 
by tracing their foot{l(^ps j killing now one^ and then 
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another, and treating them undiftinguifhedly with the 
utiu oft barbarity, tatherand Ton alike .muft bleed: 
.nor was he himfelf a moment certain he fhould not fall 
into their hands, or be betrayed by his own foldiers. 

Twoincidenss which 1 fliall here relate, will fuffici- 
ently paint the character of this unaccountable man. — 
He had impaled alive the father of a Harum-Bafhaw. 
One evening he was going on patrole along the banks 
of a brook which feparated two provinces. On tae 
oppofite fhore was the fon of this impaled father, with 
his .Croats. — It was moon-light, and the latter called 
aloud. 

*' I hear thy voke, Trenck ! — Thou« haft impaled 
my father ! — Thou perfecuteft us like a rafcal, with 
craft and cruelty. If thou haft a heart in thy body, 
come hither over the bridge — I will fend away my fol- 
lowers ; leave thy fire-arihs, come only with thy fa- 
bre, and we will tnen fee who fhall j-emain the vidor." 

The agreement was made — <ind the Harum-Bafhaw 
fent away his Croats and laid down his muiket. Trenck 
p;iiled the wooden bridge ; both drew their fabres j 
but Trenck treacheroufly killed his adverfary with a 
piftol tliat he had concealed, after which he fevered 
his head from his body, took it with him, and ftuck it 
upon a pole. 

One day when he was hunting, he heard mufic in a 
lone houfe which belonged to one of his vaflals. He 
veas thirfty, entered, and found the guefts feated at ta.- 
ble. He fet hirafelf down and ate with them, not 
knowing that thi&very houfe was a place of rendezvous 
for the banditti. 

As he was feated oppofite the door at a long narrow 
table, he law two Harum-Bafliaws armed, and of agi- 
ffantic ftature enter. His muflcet ftood in a corner ; 
ne was ftruck with terror ; but one of the banditti ad- 
drelTed him thus : * 

'* Neither thee nor thy vaflals Trenck have v^^e ever 
injured, yet doft thou purfue us with iinexainpled cru- 
elty. We think more nobly. Eat thy fill ; v/e could " 
nail thee to the wall ; but fear nothing. When thou 
liaft fati^Bcd thy hunger, we will then fabrc in hand, 
fee who haft mod juftice on his fide, and whether thoa 
art as courageous and invincible as men ff eak thee." 
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they fet themfelves down op^fite hiiti at 
nd iMgan t9 eat and drink and make mer- 
aadon of Trenck could not be very plea- 
celle^bed, that befide* thcfe two there 
ire of their companions without ready to 
I ; ke therefore privately drew his pif- 
pocket, h^d them under the table while 
iem> preibnted eacl^ hand ttt the body of 
(haw, fired themrboth at the fame inftanty 
abk oh the other gue(b| and Mely eicap- 
houfe>. As he went be h^d time to feize 
ir mulkets, which was ilanding-at the <k>oir. 
roats was left welteriiig in h&s btood : the 
kged himfelf from, the table, and<rfiui l|ke 
c after Trenck, who ibilered him to ap^. 
I hhn wkii his own gaa^ ftruck olFhls head 
it home in trlnnaph. 

tion the banditti were deprived of their 
onroua chiefs^ and, Ifkewife of their cou- 
cut oiFofl every fide, numbers of them 
ill the Turkifh. ftates. 
J oat about this time, in the year 1 740, 
Hungarians took up arms in defence of 
ind beloved queen ^ Trenck wrote to Vi- 
to raifc a free corps of Pandouw, and re- 
nera! amneftry for all the banjditti who 
is troops. His re^uell was granted, he 
I amnellry, and began to raife recruits ; 
», of the banditti came to join his colours ; 
enrolled kier own v^fkUy formed a corps 
hundred men; 'went in fearch of the rob- 
:hcm into a ftrait hetween the Save and 
sre they at length capitulated, and about 
d of them enrolled themfelv^s with ki$ 

fe men were fiK feet in height, upri^litj, 
n^ expe r icnced foldieifs , that could fwim-, 
aftomed to run, li\te roe -bucks, for miles 
rorefts. Thefc were neceilary reqni&tes 
>uld be admitted among the banditti, 
be wondered at, that an able leftdcr of 
3, found nothing impplfible, or that h« 
m^ brave and daring as he jyras^ eveor to . 
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rafhnefs, feats that almoft appear miraculous. So long 
as any of thefe banditti remained, the name of the pan- 
dours was terrible ; but a man like himfelf only was 
capable of eft ablifhing difcipline, order, and fub ordina- 
tion among them. To indulge tliem on certain occafi- 
6ns, in their tiots and thirik of pillage^ were means 
which he often fucceftfully emplo} ed to lead them 
where he pleafed, and to render them vi^iorious. 7© 
be dauntlefs in the midft of danger, to be ever at.thcir 
head, to fpeak only of plunder and good cheer, are the 
requifites for an officer of fuch troops, and without 
which he will find it difficult to lead them to the attack. 
Should they perceive timidity in him, they become In- 
aeiiivc, mutinous, and defert. To render them effec- 
tive, he muft treat them with fc\ erity, and mufl wink 
at that excefs of barbarity to which they often aban- 
don themielves. 

By means like thefe Trenck accompli (bed his pur- , 
pofes, became the terror of the enemies of Auftria, and 
, rendered mod iignal fervices to his emprefs. 

In 174T, when his foldiers were yet unilifciplined, 
as he was exercifing his regiment, a company fired up* 
on Trenck with ball, and killed his horfe under hira, 
and his fervant'that flood by his fide. He ran, furious 
to the company, counted one, two, three, and behead- ' 
ed the fourth. He was continuing this, when a Harum-' 
Bafhaw l^ft the ranks, drew his fabne, and called a- 
•loud,^ — " It was I who fired upofi thee, .defccdthyfelf.'* 
-The foldiers flood mdtionkfs fpcftators. Jiiretck at- 
tacked him, and had the good fortune to^he^l^ hiin down. 
He was then proceeding to ccmtiriue the execution of 
the fourth man, but the whole regiment prefented their 
arms. The revolt became general, and Trenck flill 
holding his drawn fabre, ran like a lion araidll: them, 
ha eking about him on all fides. The excefs of his rage 
was terrific ; the foldiers all called * hold,' each fell 
on his knees, and promifed obedience. After this he 
ccHrdially embraced fome of them, temonftrated and ha- 
rangued to tliem in language fuitabl^ to their character 
"and from that time,they became invinfible foldiers when 
tlicy were headed by himf©lf.^ 

It may well be nflced whether a man, who in like pe- 
rili.is capable ofa^ing with like intrepidity, otight to 
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be judged by cominan rules. Trenck, however wa» 
coiidemntd by the decifion of ibme pacific court martial 
judges, who had grown old ina faidier's unifonn, with- 
out ever liavio^ itaiticd it with their own blood. Let 
tlic iituatiou ot rrenckbeconfidcred.: be it reiueHw^rp 
ed that he was chief of a baiid of robbers accuilomcd 
to rapine, and who fuppofed they were authorifed t© 
-take whatever tliey pkafed, in an enemy's country; a 
banditti that had ib often defarved the gallows, diat 
haxl never known military ftib ordination. I^et fucbnien 
be fuddealy led to the fields and oppoCcd to regular 
troops. That they arc never acted upon by a principle ot^ 
honour is evident ; tlieir leader, therefore is obliged to 
excite their avidity by the hope of plunder, thus to €h- 
gage tlif m to adtion } for If they perceive no perfooal 
advantage, the comtn^od af tlie «hief, or the iiitereft 
of the fovereign are wholly infUi^cient to make ihcm 
ad. Turks may be led to battle from fuch mouves, 
but not the artful Sc}:avomaa, wlw flies danger whew 
nothing is to be gained, 

Trenck, had likewifc> need of a particular fpecles of 
officers. They, like their chief, mud at once be daring,. 
yet cautions. They wei*e partifans, and muft tbercfwe 
be more capable of fupporting &tigue, than any rego- 
lar troops ; more defirous of daily fecking the enemy, 
and hazarding tbeir liye«. Few are to be fouud who 
have the iaclinatioa and the qwaiities reqmiiite for fo 
dangerous a txBde ; aad, whea fucb forces firft are raif- 
ed, the fird who pr efent themfelves are fieceilarily ac- 
cepted. 

As he was himielf never abieat at the time of a^ion, 
he foqn became acquainted with die charai^er of thoie 
whom, he called old womea^ and ie»t them from bis 
regimcat, without any other procels than his owh coib- 
mand, when he learned that zny aae among theraha4 
hidden himfelf in a ditch, or had not run totheaflaulc 
at the head of his pandoars. The luuiihier of officers 
{6 difchargcd, increaCsd, tliey all repaired to yici\Ba> 
vented tlieir complaints and were heard. 

Knvions of his gO'»>d fortune, tlie eoemics of Trenck 
were on the watch. His own avarice prevented hint 
making any divifioa of his rich booty, with thofe gen- 
tlemen who conftituted the military courts, thereby no- 
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glebing what was coftbmaf y at Vienna ; hence origin- 
ated the proiecuiian to which he fell a viecim. 

Scarcely had he entered Aiillria, with his oclavomaa' 
troops b^tore lie found an opportunity of gathering lau-' 
rels^. The French army was defeated at iJntz. Trenck 
every where purfued them, treated his prifoners with 
barbarity ; and, never granting quarter in battle, the 
very appearance of his pandours infpired terror. Their 
cT«elties, their irrefiflible attacks, dud thefe artful ftra* 
tagems tkey had learnt in their thievifhapprenticefliip, 
were, prodki^ive of effects, equally dreadful afid un- 
forefeen. 

Trenck was prudent, vigilant, a great warrior, and 
knew bt»w to profit by the flightcft advantage. From 
this time he became known and renowned, gained the. 
. convidence of prince Charles, and the particular edeem 
of the field-iTiarfhal count Kevenhuiler,whohad pene- 
tration to difcover the worth of the man, and to turn 
the talents he ptifleflfed to-advantage . No par tifaur had 
ever before obtained fo much power as Trenck ; he 
every: where preceded the army, and purfued the ene- 
my as "far as Bavaria, carrying fire and I'word where- 
ver he went. Theftate reabed the advantages of con- 
queil, and the pandourfe or plunder, by the hope of 
which alone they were actuated, and under a leaaer {o 
proper for themfelves, afted wonders. 

Bavaria was laid waftc. Prince Charks granted. 
Trenck a carte blanche j and, as it was well known* 
Trenck gave no quarter, the Bavarians and the French 
flew at the light of a red mantle. Pillage and murder 
attended the pandours wherever they went, and tlieir 
c«l.onel bought up all the booty they acquired. 

Chamb in particular v/as a fcene of dreadFul and fa- 
vage maflacre. ^The city was fet on fire at every 
corner, and the inliabitants miferably perifhed in the 
flames ; thofe women and children who endeavoured 
to fly were obliged topafs over a bridge, where thcj^ ' 
yvere (ird Gripped, aad afterwards thrown i*>ro the wa- 
ter. This action was one of the accufatipiis broughi; 
agninft Trenck when he was perfecuted;but heal- 
1^.1.; 'd in his juitificaiion — 

irlh That the. citizens of Chamb had cut off the 
ha-rjrh of fix pandour prifoners, and had kd them in 
triumph through the town. 
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. Secondly, That the place had been taken by aflaultl 
Thirdly, That prince Charles had given him orders 
thus to aft. 

. The banks of the lier at this day reverberate groans 
for the barbarities of Trenck. Deckendorf and t-'iltz- 
hofenfelt all his fury. In the firft of thefe towns^ fix 
*^hundred f ranch capitulated, although his forces were 
four miles drftant ; but he formed a kind of ftraw men, 
on which he put pandour caps and cloaks^ fet them»p 
as fentinels^and the garrilbn intimidated and deceived 
by this llratagem, iigned the capitulation, in company 
only of liinifelf. his adjatant, and fome officers. 

He WaS informed by a fpy , that eitlier at Dickendorf 
or Filtzliofen, I do not exaftly remember which, there 
was a barrel containing twenty thouiand florins, con- 
cealed at the houfe of an apothecary. Impelled by the 
defire of booty, Trenck haftened to the place indicated, 
with a candle in his hand, fearching every where, and 
in his hurry dropt a fpark into a quantity of gun-pow- 
der which happened to be there, by the exploiioa of 
which he was dafhed againft the ground and dreadful- 
ly fcorched. They carried him oiF; but the fears and 
the gun-powder with which his ikin was blackened, 
inconfequence of this accident, rendered his counte- 
nance remarka'fely terrific. 

The prefent field -marlhal Laadohn was at that time 
a lieutenant in his regiment, and happened to be at the 
dodr when his colonel was burnt. Scarcely was 
Trenck cured before his fpies had informed him that 
Laudohn had plenty of money, and that lie and his 
friends lived merrily. Im^iediately he fufpeifted that 
Laudohn had indubitably found the barrel of florins, 
and from that moment he perfecuted this worty man* 
by all imaginable arts. Wherever there was danger 
he fcnt him, at the head of fome thirty men, againft 
three hundred, hoping to have him. cut offj and to make 
himfelf his heir. 

This was fo often repeated, that Laudohn began to 
be weary, quitted the corps, and retreated to v'ien- 
na, where joining the crowd of aacufers and enemies of 
Trenck, lie became iuflrumentat to his defirarftion. 
Yet is it certain that, in the begimiisg, Trenck had 
ihown a friendlliip for Laudohn, had given him a coan- 
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miffioa, and that this,atprefent really gieatman^ learn- 
ed in the fociety and under the conunand of I rcnck, 
his-military principles. 
I Gen cral Tillier,whofe warlike ardonr is well known 

I to the whole army, was likewlfe formed in this nurfc- 

ry of foldiers, where officers were taught aAivity,n:rr..- 
tagem, and enterprize. And who are now more ca- 
pable of commanding a Hungarian army than Tillicr 
-and Laifdohn. 

I one day faid to Trenck, when he was in Vienna, 
embarrafled by all the difficulties of hi$ profecution, 
and when he had publifhed a defamatory writing a- 
gainft all his accuwrs, excepting no man — ** You have 
always told me that Laudohn was one of ihe moft ca- 
pable of your officers, and likcwife a worthy man. 
Wherefore then do you clafs him among fuch wretch- 



es 



>" 



He replied, ^' What I would you have me praife a 
man who labours at the very head of my enemies, to 
rob me of honor, property, and life f" 

Bavaria was totaUy plundered by Trenck, as ha* 
been faid: barges were loaded with gold, filvcx, and 
effedls, which he fent to his eftates in Sclavonia ; prince 
Charles and count KevenhuUcr countenanced his pro- 
ceedings ; but when field- marftial Neupreg was at 
the head of tlie army, he had other principles. He 
fvas connected with baron Tiebes, a counfellor of the 
Hofkriegfratb, wlio was all-puiflant over military 
men, and confequently was the enemy of Trenck, 

Perfecution proceeded fo far, that a fuit was at that 
time indituted againft him, and Trenck was imprifon- 
cd ; but he defended liimfclf fo powerfully, that in 9. 
month's time he was fet at liberty. 

Mentzel raeaii while had the command of the pan- 
idours^ and this man^ who was the fon of a butcher, and 
who had none of the principles of a foldier, appropriat- 
ed to himielf all the tame that Trenck had acquired by 
the valour of warriors he himfelf had formed. 

Mentzel attained tlic reputation of an excellent par- 
tifan, but it was well known to the army he never was 
the equal of Trenck, nor will be fo called in hiilory. 
Ttenck now increafed the number of his Croats to four 
tlldufimd,froni whom kk 17431 ^ I'egiraent of Hungari- 
T 
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an regulars was fonned, but that ftill retabcd the 
Maine of pandours. It was a regimcht of infantry. ' 
Tcenck alfo had fix hundred hoflars, and one hiai* 
•drcd and fifty chaflcurs, whom he raifed and eqnipped 
at his own expenfe. Yet, vtlien this corps was reduc- 
ed, all was fold for the profit of the Imperial treafiiryj 
or in fome manner embezzled, without ever brlitging 
a fliilling to account. 

With a corps fo numerous, he was capable of tmdcr- 
taking great enterprizes. The enemy fled wherever 
he was named. He continually led the van, raifbd 
contributions which amounted to feveral miilioos, cjEtf- 
ried various places by aflault, delivered into the hands 
of his empreis during the fpace pf five years, feven 
thoufand prifoners, French and Bavarian, and more 
than three thoufand Pruifians, having flaughtered at 
lead as many, which no other partifan can boalL 

A circumrfance moft remarkable is, he never waa^i 
feated. His proje<^s were all focceisfol, he therefo*« 
gained efteem and co^afidence among his troops, and 
will eternally remain in the page «? hiftory ttie firft 
man who rcijder«d the rude and fava^c Croats effici- 
ent foldiers. 

This was impoffible to perform among a flu|iidaiid 
blood-thirfty people, without being guilty himfelf of 
extravagant and ciniel afts. The ncceHity of the ex- 
cefies he committed at a time "W^hen the army wa* eve- 
ry where in want of forage, was fo evident that lie 
received the unlimited permiflion of prince Charles, 
though for this he was after vvard profecutcd ; while 
on die contrary, the plunders of Barenklau, Mentasel, 
and tlie whole army, were never once^ueftioned. 

That Trcnck advanced more than a hundred thoti- 
fand florins to this regiment, 1 clearly proved in the 
year 1750. This alfo came too late, lie was idead. 
The evidence I brought, however, otcafioned thequar- 
ter-mafter Frederic to be eight moniis imprifoned- 
Ke confeflid the embezzlement of this money, yet he 
found fo many friends among the enemies of Trenck 
that he refuncled nothing, but was releafed in the year 
1754, when I was thrown into the dungeon of Magde- 
burg. 

lii 1 744 he obliged the Frendi to retire beyond th« 
Ratine, feizcd on a fort near Phillip&urg, f«'2m acrofs 
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the river "with feventy pandours, attacked the fortifi- 
cations^ flew the marquis dc Crevec.eur with his own 
liand, a death he merited by his negligence, manned 
the poft, afterward traverled the other arm of the 
RbiBe^ farprifed two Bavarian reghn en is of cavalry in 
their camjp) and by this daringmanxuvre, fecured tiie 
parage of the Rhine to the 'Silxole arciy, which, buc 
for him, would not have been etft<Sled. 

His valour then fpread terror and fear throughout 
Al&tia. Wherever he came he laid the country under 
colitribution, and at this moment of triumph for tlie 
Aoftriaa anns, opened himfelf a paflage on what fide' 
he pleafed, to enter the territories of f ranee. 

In September 1 744, war having once more broke 
out between Auftria and Prullia, the Imperial army 
was obliged precipitately to return, abandon Alfatia," 
andhaften to theiuccourofthe Auftrian ftates. Trenck 
whahad fo happily opened the parage of the Rhine 
lor the army, as glorioufly focceeded in covering its 
retreat. 

, The hiflory of Maria Terefa declares what were tlie 
dao^ges he aid the enemy^ during the campaign of 
this memorable year. He eave very fignal proofs of 
his capacity and zeal at Tabor and Budwies. With 
three hundred men only, he had the boldaefs to attack 
one of du>(e towns, which was defended by the two 
Pruffian regiments of Walrabe and Kreutz. Art enter- 
prize like this againft Pruffian foldiers fufliciently 
(peaks the man. 

He found however that the water in the moats of the 
town» was deeper than his fpies had declared ic to be, 
and the fcaling ladders toofhort : moft of thofe led to 
the atta^ were drowned or killed in the water, and 
tiie iinall number that crofled the moats wei*e made 
prifoners. The garrifons of Tabor and Budwies, and 
that of the caftle of Frauenberg, were neverthelefs in- 
dluced ta capitalate, and yield themfelves prifoners of 
war, although the main body under Trenck was ftill 
more than five miles diftant, 

. His corps did not come up till the morrow, and it 
was ridiculous enough to fee the candours dref?ed in the 
caps of the Pruffian fulileers and pioneers, which they 
wpre inftead of their o^n, and which thcv afterward 
coutsnuedtow^ar. 
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Unprejudiced perfons will detenniiie whether thefe 
were real feryices rendered to hisemprefs. 

The campaign to him was uninterruptedly glorlouSj 
and the enemy's want^of liglit troops gave free fcope 
to his enter-px:xzes, highly to their prejudice. His ac- 
tivity was inceflant, ana he never returned without 
pfifoners. He paffed the Elbe near Pardubitz, took 
the magazines, and was himfelf the caufe of the great 
dearth and unheard of defertion among the Prumans^ 
ahd of that hafty retreat to which they were forced. 

The kingjw^as at Colin with his head-quarters where 
I myfelf was with him, when Trenck attacked the 
town, which I pre fame he nwft have carried, had he 
not on the firft aflault been wounded by a cannon ball, 
which {battered his right foot. He was therefore ta- 
ken away, and the attack did not facceed. His wound 
was very dangerous. The einprefs-cjiieen thought 
proper to fencl hhn a fvirgeon from Vienna. The foot 
Was ©bliged to be all laid op^cn ; he lojl tlie,.anclebone, 
and even a part of tlie tibia, and remained four montk* 
confined to his bed like a furious madman^ at b«me fo 
long unable to aflault the enemy, while his men, w^- 
outhim, remained but fo many cyphers. 
. In 1745 he went to Vienna, where his ent-rance into 
the city refembled a triumph. Every bo4y ran to fee 
and wonder at thcpandouf Treijck, andthis^«w»iverial 
applaufe did but the m<>re increafe; the eftvy of his €Re- 
niies. llie emprefe-queen receiveil him with the moft 
honorable diftin^St'pn. He appeared in her pfelbace 
witii crutches ; fhe obliged him to be feated; and by 
her condcfcending fpcech, inflamed his zeal eventoex- 
travagance'J 

Intoksdcated as he was with joy, lie returned to- his 
eftate, and raifed eight hnndred new recruits, that he 
might in the following campaign gather new laurels. 
He rejoined the army, obtained whatever he a&ed at 
court, and was continually a^ive during the whole 
fummex' in the execution of incefiant ai3 laborious 
projeds* 

Attlie battle ofSorau, which was fought in Septem- 
ber, he fell upon the Pruflian camp, and as I have be- 
fore related, feized on the tent of the king and his fer- 
vice of plate ; but he came an hour too late to attack 
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tlte rear, as bad been pre-concerted.. The politic 
Frederic willingly gave up his camp to be plundered, 
for tlie rude Croats en^ged in this bufinefs could not 
cafily be drawn off to attack the army, and the king 
was prepared to receive them, even if they flaould. In 
the meantime the Imperial army was defeated. 

The enemies of Trenck, pabficly accufed him of ha- 
ving made the king of Praflia a prifoner in his tent, 
anfpf aftcr'ward reftoringliim to liberty ; that he al- 
fo remained pillaging the camp, inftead of attacking 
the rear of the army, and that he alone thus occafion* 
the lofs of the battle. His friends informed him of 
what was going forward, and that the ftorm yv^as ga- 
thering. 

After baying glorioufly ended the campaign, he re- 
turned to Vienna to defend himfelf. Here he found 
already aflembled, three and twenty of his officers 
whom he had cafhiered, and expelled his regiment ; 
moft of them for either cowardice or mean ad:iansi" 
Perhaps, among them, there might be three or four 
who had yii\ caufe of complaint ; but tbefe were poor 
and without proted;ion. There were, however, wick- 
ed men found, who fuffered themfelves to be fodueed 
by the enemies of Trenck » to bear falie teflimony*! 
The military court councellor Weber, aiid general 
Lowenwalde, had fworn his downfal, which they ef- 
fedled. Their principal view was the fcqneRration of 
his property, that they might fecurely fifh in trouble4 
.waters, 

Trenck, who was innocent of any ftate crime, defr 
pifed their attacks. While things remained thus, ihcy 
polled one of the cmprefs*s fe«ia|e attendants, with in- 
ftruftions, to profit by every favourable opportunity 
to deprive biin of her confidence. Tban this nothing 
could be more eafy. It was prefently affirmed, Trenck 
is an atheift I A li|)ertine ! Who never tells his beads 1 
Who never prays to the holy virgin I Who never buys 
indulgencies I 

His debauched life was the next topic ; his barba - 
rities committed in the enemies country ; the unbrid- 
led excefs of hispandours • his robberies in tbe church- 
es of Bavaria j his vplunderings, and the vaft riches lie 
had accumulated j all which had been performed^ with 

T2 
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an evident intention rrf bccoming'a dangerooi rebel \» 
Sclavemia \ 
l*he officers whom he hat! broken,'whlfper<ed it in tap* 
tocnns and cofFee-houfes, that Trenck had taken and 
fet free the king of Pruffia. This was (ufBcient to ratfc 
the cry among the filly and fanatic mob at Vienna, 
Teazed by their complaints, and at the tcqnifition of 
Trenck himfelf, the emprefs-queen commanded that d 
legal examination fhoala be tmdertaken of thefe accu- 
lUtions. Field- mar flial Cordova, a man of merit aii^ 
probity, was cho(en to prefide over this comndttee of 
enquiry. Me acquitted- himfelf with impartiality, fooke 
the truth, and drew up a ftate of the cafe^ wMcn he 
prefented to the court, and which I ihall here cite. 
**'The complaints brought againft him where all of a 
Mature not to require a court-martial. Trenek bail 
49ccafiOnally behav^ unproperly to foitw officers, whom 
he had broken by hi« own proper authority ; therefore 
their demands ou^ht to be fatisfied, by the payment 
of twelve thoufena florins. The remaining accusations 
were all the vile attempts of fevci^ andJ calumny, 
'and ^ere totally infufHcient to* detain, at Vienna, cn-r 
tangled in law-fuits, a man fo neceflary to the army. 
Moreover, it would b«f prudent not to enquire too mi- 
nutely into trific9,ih condderation of hisgreatfcrvices.*' 
Tr«nck, diflatisfied by thi« fetttenee, and animated 
by avarice and pride, refaM to pay a fingle florin, 
took poft and retared to his ciftates in Sclavonia. 

His prefenj^ was aeceflary at Vienna, to obtain 
©ther advantages agatnll his enemies, whom he defpif- 
ed top mueh, and whomhtf already fuppo&d conquer- 
ed. Th^y> on tile contrary, prdiiting by every occa- 
■fton , gave the eli9iprefS-q*i«en to underiland, throu^ a 
; third perlbn, ^lat being a man exceffive dan^rous, 
whenever h^ fuppofed himf<ilf injured, Trenck had ve- 
ry pernieieus views in Sclavonia> where all were de- 
• pendent on bis pow^v « 

Yet what did my coudn on his eftates ?— He raifed 

fix -hundred more men, with whom hJe made a glorious 

•campaign in the Netherlands, and in Odober 1746, 

. petJurned to Vienna. It is well known* that after the 

peace of Drcldch, his regiment wa» incorporated a- 

mong tlie regulars, and lerved againft France, 
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Scarcely had he arrjvied at Vienna, before am cj^jrefe 
order caane, froin the cmpreTs-queen, that he mulr re- 
main under arreft ia hi* chamber. 

Here he rendered hiiufclf guilty by tjic moft impru- 
dent aftion of his whole Jife, which every man in bis 
fenics muft difapprove, but; yet which marks the in- 
tra^iibiltty of hxs charaAer, though it afforded new 
arms to his enemies. 

He ordered his moft fumptuDUs carriage and befthor- 
les» left his chamber by his own- private authority, and 
defpiiing the Imperial mandate, went publicly to thi» 
theatre, where the em^efs-queen was prefent, 

III oEie of the boxes he faw count Goflau. in compa- 
ny with a quondam comrade of bis own Arhom he had 
eafbiered : dicfe hairorable perfon<^ .^ ere among the 
foremoft of his acctrfcrs; . £nnairt«d with anger and tbe 
d^fire of revenge, he entered tue box'like a madman^ ' 
Icized count GoflSiu, and would have dirown him nito 
the pit, in the prefencc of the fbvereign herfelf . Gof- 
fzvL drew his (word, and endeavoured tp run him thro' 
but the latter lcize«44t,vvrouijding him in the band. Eve- 
ry bodv rah to favc Gofiau^ who was unabk to dcfeai 
liimfeif againft fo fevage a grant. After this expbit, 
the grim colonel of pandours retttmed foaming home. 

Such an aftion rendeiiedit impoffiblc for Maria Te- 
.refato declare hef^lf the proteftrfs of a manfo rafh. 
Sentinels, thcrejfere, were plaped aver him, and , his- 
enemies fo well profited by his i^pprudence and paffion 
that he waa^ord^redto be tried by a court-martial. 

General Lowenwal'de intrigued (6 fuceeisfuHy that 
be procured himfelf to be namea, by the Hof kriegfrath 
prefident of the court-maTtial, aird of the committee 
of enquiry, and to be chsargpd, with the fequeftratioa 
of thiB property of Trenck.. la vain tfidthe fatter pro- 
teit againft his judge. The very man wh6m the j ear 
before, he had kicked out of the anti-chamber of Prince 
Charles, received fuH power to denounce llini giiilty. 
Then was it that,, as I have before faid, pubRc no- 
tice was ^vcQ that all tliofewha would Come and pre- 
fer compkints, or bear witnefs againft colonel baron 
Trenck, fhooid receive a ducat per day, while the 
council continued to fit. How qulckiy complaints would 
incrcafe, may cafilybe imagined. They foon amomit- 
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ed to fift^-four, tbe msc}or port of whom meiited the 
pillory y and who, in the fpace of four months^ received 
tifteen thoufand florins^ deducted from the property o£ 
Treack- 

Thejudge himfel^f purchaled the depofitions of £9ilfe 
witnefies ; and i here declare, upon my honour^ that 
comit Lowenwalde offered me a thoufand ducats, if. I 
would betrav t}ie (ecrets of my couiin; and that he 
farther promncv* me i u ould very foon be pat m pof- 
feilion of my confi&ated eilates in Pruifia, and l^ve a 
company in a regunent. 

A profecution managed by fuch judges, fupported by 
fuch witnefles, muft, of neccffity, be for the righteous 
purpofe of obtaining juftice ! 

I am convinced, and the afts 4)f the revifion of the 
procefs of Trenck will prove, that more than forty ma- 
nifeftly falfe oaths were on this occa(ion fwom. 
[ Trenck was accufed, on the tenth fitting, that the 
battle of Sorau had been loft through his neglijgence. 
This accufation he proved to be fal^, by a written tes- 
timony under the hand of prince Charles himfelf, who 
declared tb^t the officer qf artillery, fent with the or- 
der for Trenck to march tb the attack, had loft him^ 
felf, and that he did no^ arrive till a few moments be- 
fore the battle began. This proof fo highly irritated 
<;ount Lbenwalde, that he broke out into injurious cx^ 
preflions againft prince ChArles. Tifenck/ who loved 
and honoured his benefaftor, became fo furious that he 
inftantly feized the prefident by the throat, tofled hina 
wp as a tiger would a cat, carried him to tlie window, 
which he opened, and would certainly have daihed him 
.headlong from the fourth ftory, had not the perfons 
prefent new to his aid. 

The guard entered, Trenck was immediately con- 
ducted to the military houfe of cor reClion, and chained 
hand and foot as a malefador ; chained by that very 
foot which, fo fhort a time before, had beeiikihatter- 
ed in tVe fervice of his fovercign, and which was not 
then entirely cured. His behaviour was unfaithfliUy 
related at court ; this fentence of imprifonmeut was 
confirmed, and from that tim^, Trenck was obliged to 
appear fettered, like a crlminal.b^fbre his enemies, to 
aniwer falfe acciifations. 
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* A piiblic courts2an, the nitftrefs of baron Rippenda^ 
who was a member of the o«urt»inartial, was bribed 
and made oathihe was the daughter of count Schwerin^ 
iield-marihal in the Pruffian fervice^ and that flie was 
in bed with the king of'Pniilia^ when Trenck furprifed 
the camp, at Sorau^ made her and the king prifoners, 
and roared tkem their freedom. . She even ventured 
to name baron Hilaire, aid-de<amp to Frederic, who 
fhe afiinnod was dien prefent. . 

Hilaire, who afterward married the baroneis TilHer, 
and who confequently was brother in-law to Trenck, 
fortunately happened to be in Vienna. He was con- 
flronted with this woman, and her falfehood became 
evident. That worthy gentleman ^ was, ncverthelefs 
obliged to remain in prifon, where they fccretly offer- 
ed him bribes, which he rcfufed to accept ; and, as it 
was neceHacy to prevent his fpeaking, he -continued iti 
prifoH ibme weeks, and was not releafed, till by a re- 
vifioB €^ the Pjit, this Ihameful proceeding was made 
public. 

Cotmt Lowenwalde invented another infernal artifice; 
he drew up afatie indi<Etment, having takencare to give 
orders that none of Trenck'5 friends fhonld have ad- 
miiii'on to him ; and, that he might be prevented all 
njieans of juflificatioiij or of difcoverin* the deceit, he 
diofc a day to put It in praftice, when the emperor and 
prince Charles wtfre gc^ne t© hunt at HoUtzfch. Lo- 
ivenwalde's court-martial had already ligned a fen- 
tence of death, and every preparation for the ijnmedi* 
ate ere^aingof a fcaffold was made. His intenti^m was 
then to go to the emprefs -queen, and induce her to 
fign the fentence, under pretence that there was fome 
imminent peril at hand, if a man fo dangerous to the 
ft ate was not immediately put otit of the way, and that 
it would be neceflary to excute^the fentence of death 
during the night, before the emperor could return, he 
, well knew the emperor was better acquainted with 
Trenck, and had ever been his proteAor. 

As it happened however the valet de chambre of 
count Lowenwalde, whp on fome occalions was an 
hone£b man, and who had an intimacy widi a former 
miftrefs of Trenck, confided the whole fecret to her. 
Slje immediately flew to colonel baron Loprefti;, who 
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was the (incer^ friend of toy kintattn, being tlien rich 
and powerfaJ at courts waa on that occaiion his deli- 
verer. The emperor and prince Charles were infoimed 
of what was in agitation^ but they thought {M-oper to 
keep the fecret. The huutyig at Holitzlch took place 
on tne appointed day. Count Lowenwalde made his 
appearance before. the eniprefs queen^ and fblicit^dher 
to fign the Sentence . She hoVever had been prc-in- 
formed the emperor unexpedkedly returned on the fame 
day, and their abominable projeft proved abortive. 
The fraud was clearly demonftrated to Maria Terefti ; 
the felf-called Mifs Schwerm was imprifoned -, Low- 
enwalde was deprived of iiis power, as-well as of the 
fequeftration of the cifefts of frenck ; a total revifion 
of the proceedings of the court-martial , and of the pro- 
fecution of niy couiin was ordered, which was an event 
that till then was unexampled at Vienna. 

His affairs after this took another turn : Trenck was 
freed from his fetters, and was removed to tlic arienal, 
where he was allowed four chambers, an officer to 
guard him, and every convenience he could wiih. He 
Was alfo permitted the ufe of a counfellor, and to de- 
fend Ids caoie. I obtained mylelf by the influence of 
the emperor, leave to vifit him at all times, and to aid 
him in all things. 

It was kt this epocha Uiat I having recently efcaped 
from the pri(bn of Glatz, arrived at Vienna, and at 
this very inftant, wh^i the revifion of the profecution 
was commanded, and determined on, count Lowen- 
walde fuppofingmeaneedy thoughtlefs youth, endea- 
voured to bribe me, and prevail on me to betray my 
kinfman. 

Prince Charles of Lorraine then defired me ferlouf- 
ly toreprefent to Trenck that his avarice had been the 
caufe of all thefe troubles^ he having refufed to pay the 
paltry fam of twelve thoufand* florins, by which he 
might eafily have filenced all histtccufers j but that at 
prefent affairs had become fo very ferious, he ought 
himfelftofecure his judges for the revifion of the fuit;. 
to fpare no money, and men he might be certain of eve- 
ry protedion the prince could aflFord, 

The refpeftable field-mar fhal Konigfeck, governor 
of Vienna, was appointed prefident; but being an old 
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man^ almoft Superannuated, and tormented by the 
gout, he was unable to prefide at any oAe (ttting of 
the court. Caunt S— was the vice-prefident, a fubtle, 
iilfatiable judge, who naver thouffht he had money 
enough. 1 myfelf took three thouland ducats, which 
baron LoprelH gave rae, agreeably to the defire of 
Treuck, to this moft worthy counfellor. 

The two counfellors Komerkanfquy and 5!letto, each 
received four thoufand ri^i dollars in advance, with a 
premifc of doable the funi, were Trenck acquitted, 
andhis accufers baniihed Auftria. 

The oj:her members appointed for this revifion were 
of firiall importance ; they were merely the echoes of 
whatever the threefirft pronounced. 

In confequencc there was a formal contrail drawnf 
Hp, which a certain noble lord fecretly figncd. 

The reader will well foppoie tliat the affairs of 
Trenck began to wear a much more favourable afpet^ir. 
He was defended on the criminal part of the profecuti- 
on by the advocate Gerhaufer, arid on the civil by Ber- 
gcr. 

' They began with the felf-appointed- daiighter of 
ifla#fhal Scbwerin ; and to con«ral the iniquitous pro- 
ceedings ^f the late court-martial, it was thought pro- 
per diat ftife fty^uld at^t infanity, and return incoherent 
aniwers to the queftions put hy the examiner. Trenck 
itlfifted that a more fevere inquiry ^ould be inftituted ; 
and they affirmed that flie had been condndted out of 
the Aulltriau territories. 

Six years after this event I met with her at Brun, 
when Trenck was dead. She had married a menial 
perfon, and owned flie had been induced to play this 
part by the valet de chambrc of count Lowenwaldc, 
fyom whom fhe received a bribe of five hundred florins. 

My intention was on my return to Brun, to oblige 
her to make legal oath ot this ; but her hufband had 
been guilty of a theft, and they had both abTconded. 

1'rcnck was accufed that he had ordered a certain 
pandour named Paul Diack, to, fuffer thebaftinado of a 
thoufand blows, and that he had died under the punifti- 
ment. This was fworn to by two officers, then his 
accufers, now great men in the army, who in their dc- 
pofitions, faid they were eye-witncflcs of thefaft. 
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When the revifion of the fuit began, Trcnckfent mc 
into Sclavonia, where I found the dead Paul Diack a- 
live and merry, and brought him to Vienna. He was 
examined by the court, where it appeared that the 
two officers who had fwom they were prcicnt when he 
expired, and had feen him buried, were at this time a 
hundred and lixty miles from the regiment, and re- 
cruiting in Sclavonia. Paul Diack had been engag- 
ed in pl6 ts , and had mutinied three times. Trenck had 
pardoned him, as he was an extremely ufe^l foldier, 
one of the banditti ; but, after mutinying once more 
with forty others, he was condemned to death. At 
the place of execution he called to his colonel, *^ Fa^ 
ther,if I rfecejive a thoufand blows, will you pardoii 
me ? " Trenck replied in the affirmative. He received 
the punifhment, was taken to the hofpital, cured s 
and on this occaiion proved the perjury of the acci^rs 
of Trenck. 

I brought with me fourteen more witnefles from 
Sclavonia, who attefted the falfity of other articles of 
accufation, which in themfclves were little worthy of 
attention. > The caule wore a new afpe^ ; it was im- 
poffible to fubftantiat^any one of the criminal charg- 
es, and the wickednefs ot thofe who were fo defirou4 
to have feen him executed, became apparent. 

Theyalfo accufed him of having robbed and mnr- 
dereda dealer in fecond hand trinkets and laces, in Vi- 
enna, who was found ftrangled ; and foon afterward 
the man who had committed the crime was difcovcred, 
and broken upon the wheel. 

One of the moft capital articles in the proiecution> 
and wluch for ever d iprived himoffayour or commife- 
ration from his virtuous %nd apoftolic miftrefs, and for 
whidi alone he was condemned to the Spielberg, w^as 
that he had raviflied the daughter of a miller in Sile- 
iia. This was made oath of, and he was not entirely 
cleared of the charge in the reyer{ion,becaafe his accu* 
fers had excluded all means of juftification. Two years 
however after his death, I likewife difcovercd the tratk 
of this affair. The author of diis wicked artifice was 
major Man^ein, one of our firft couEns, on whom he 
had heaped favours, whom he had relieved from the 
deepeft diilrefs^ and raifed to the rank of major ia hia 
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regiment, whculie had only been four years in the fer- 
vice. This Manftein was vile enough to accufe him 
of fuchacrime that he might prevent his return to the 
regiment : his motive was, becaufe thiithchiconjunc- 

. tion with the quarter-mafter Frederic i, hjid appropri- 
ated to their own purpofes eighty-four thoulUnd lio- 
rins of the regimental money, > 

No fooner Ihould Trenck be dead than he might be 
accufed of this embezzlement. Yet it is certain that this 
miller's virgin was the miftrefs of Manftein, before ihe 

. had ever bcenfeenby Trenck. The virtuous I'ereia, 
however, would never forgive him ; and in order to 

. fatisfy the honor of this diftrcffed damfel, he was con- 
demned to pay eight thoufand florins to her, and fli^ 
teen thoufand to the cheft of the invalids, and moreo- 
ver, to perpetual imprifonment. 

Mod of the other criminal articles of accullition con- 
lifted in Trenck's having beheaded fome mutinous pa«- 
dours, and broken his ofKcers without a court-marti- 
al ;. that he had bought of his foldiers, and melted 
down the holy veflels of the churchy chalices and rola- 
ries, and baftmadoed fome priefts ; had not heard mafs 
crery Suaday, and had violently dragged malefadois 
from certain convents, in which they had taken refuse. 
A partifan commander of an undif^iplined corps, 
might well be exculpated from funilar complaints, and 
the officers whom he had caned when they retreiited 
to the rear, and ikulked from tlie fire of the enemy, 
were foon all filent when the wituefics of Trenck were 
allowed to appear before the court. — When they were 
no longer proteiAed, either by Lowenwalde or We- 
ber, they decamped without beat ofdnini. They, uj- 
verthelsfi, did not ceafe to labour under the aufpices 
of one more powerful than themlelves, to purfue their 
purpofe, which tliey attained by aid of tlie court con- 
fcftbr. This holy monk found means to render ilie 
holy Maria Terefa infcnfible of pity, tov/ards a ir.un 
who had been fo prodigal of his blood in her defen.:c. 

Trenck was guilty of another cap;tal error. I lotted 
at tlie expectation of certain vidory, and afiured by his 
friends ainone the judges, of being acquitted aboat 
Eafter 174S, ne caufcd the hiftory of his life to V? 
printed iit Francfort; in ^-^-'-vh he not only r* ■• 
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his former judged, but by'centain phrafcs gave thoi'e 
who were his partifans in the court of rcveriion, reafon 
to fuiped they alfo ihould be , betrayed, when they 
were. no longer ufeful. Gerhaufer bis advocate, had in 
fach cafe every thing to fear, he having'bcen matde the 
inftrumcnt of bribing the members. Gcrhanier requir- 
ed the payment of two thoufand ducats before the in- 
ftnniient of acquittal iliould be executed ; and the ava- 
ricious Trcnck, wlio«fuppofed himfelf iecote, o&rcd 
him only one hundred, judginentwas in coti^qnence 
delated. Lowenwalde knew weUhow4x) profit by the 
opportunity. Gerhaufer difcovered the whole fecret 
^roceedinrrs ; and Lowenwalde, deeply intcreft^ in 
the ruin of Trenck, went to the emprefs, related the 
manner in which the judges had be«n bribed, and 
threatened that, (hould he through the protediion of 
the emperor and prince Charles, be declared innocent, 
he would then puolicly vindicate the honor of the late 
ccmit -martial . * Co this occaiion he -attempted tobribc * 
mc, to difco%'er what the particulars of the contra^ 
\ve;-e, between Trcnck and his judges ; I delpiied kim 
however too much. Nav, 1 knew that, in concert with 
the lieutenant ot the police, iVlannagetta, he had jjhcn- 
ned my imprifonmeht on my rirft arrival at Vienfta, 
praten3ing that Trenckhad taken the king of Pruilia 
prifouer, Krederic had fent ms to his aiFiltance, andl 
\\7{.s privately to have been kept in confinement till Ich- 
tcnce had been pafied cn'mv kinfman. This was dif- 
covered by the baron Loprelti, juft when the artifice of 
Mils Scliwerin was in agitation, and when the whole 
plan was rendered abortive by the emperor. 

When I had forfaken my dangerous relation, as I 
Lavealieady related, and when, fearing his ingratitude, 
otherof his friends alfo had defertedhim, among.wHom 
was prince Charles Y"'"^clf^ ^^ noble company of his 
accafers had then^ an open field ; his advocate durft 
fpeak no mere ; therevinonofhiscaule was^interrupt- 
ed. and an arrefl was ilmedon theacth of Augiift,that 
he fliould be perpetually confined as a (late pi'ifoner 
iutlic Spielberg. His property, however, remained 
in fequcdration, nor was he-deprived of it, but gave 
^orders, and examined the accounts of bis collectors, 
to tl:e day of his death. 
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Thus he fell the viAim of a covetous and cyU heart. 
His revifion judges had ftript him of more than fifty 
thaufand rix doikifs, and, at lait, fearicg dctectiosi 
frenn iiim, abandoned him to fecure theinfclves. . 

Such are the principal circumftances m the profecu- 
tion of Trenck, which once was fo much tlae fubjcdt 
of converfation in Vienna. /Many trebled, many pro- 
fited. I have this way had forrovmil caufe to kuow 
what judges arc. His wretched avarice deterred him 
from making fome trifling facrifices, to liscure the re- 
mainder of bis fortune, recover his liberty, and atta.ia 
to the higihcft honors. 

He wimed to have efcaped from the Spielberg, but 
this he could not accomplifc. Had he followed my 
plan o£ flight which I prppofed, when he was confine d 
m the arf^aiof Vienna, he would fcarcely have died 
in prifon, nor fhould 1 hflfvc Izm fettered in the dun- 
geon of Magdeburg. 

Pincjino; his jMrojcA of efcaping n^m the Spielberg 
fraftrated, and all hope cut olf, this chief of the pan- 
dours determined on d!eath. I have before related the 
manner of this death, of his having fcntfor a confeffor, 
infprmed him Saint Francis had appeared to him, that 
he difpatclicd his capuchin confjeflbr to Vienna, and on 
the morrow faid, " God be praifed, my departure is. 
certain, for my confeflbr is dead and has apiiearcd to* 
me;" that the confeffbr aAuall^j was dead, that he 
iiimmoned the officers, fhaved his head like a monk, 
confefled publicly, preadicd a fermon an hour long, 
exhorted all his hearers' to a holy Hfc, fmiled at all 
earthly good, went to prayer^ Hept tranquilly, rofe 
the next morning, prayed again, took out his watch 
about noon, and faid, *« Praife beto the Almighty, the 
hour draws nigh ;^* thatthofe who laughed at his im- 
pudent impofturc, were amazed to fee' his face grow 
pale ; that he fupported his head on his hands, pi ;iyed 
at his' fable, remained motionlefs with his eyes open : 
that the clock (Imck twelve, they fliook liim, but found 
he was a<Eliially dead : that miracle was 'then the uni- 
vcrfal cry, and that Saint Fi-ancis had defcended and 
carried off the pandour Trenck into Faradifc. I have 
faid tharkll this had been performed by the fecr^t of 
the poifoned water of Tofuno ; ha\e Carther add^sd that 
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the lafl ambition of Trenck was to rank high in the 
, calender ; that, perceiving he cojild no longer be the 
richefl: and firft of men, he wiihed to be the greateft 
^ of faints ; that hp knew he fhoiild perform miracles af- 
^er his death, for he had built a chapel, founded a per- 
petual mafs, and bequeathed fix thoufand florins to the 
capuchins -, that he expired in the thirty fourth year 
* of his age, after having been the fcourge of Bavaria, 
whofe inhabitants ^vill fcarcely ever in their litanies 
rn treat ^ aint Trenck tobe their mediator at the throne 
of grace ; that he lived the tyrant and enemy of the 
human race, and died a holy fcoundrel. 

.Anecdotes of the hirz o/Alf.xanper Schell, wh 
an officer of the gunrdy in-ClatZy delivered me from 
. prifon on the 26fh of December, 1746, and deferted in 
7?iy company, Written as a fuppUmenito my ^^iflory. 

AGa:]i:AT pcrfonage of Berlin, to whom I related 
the adventures of Alexander Schell, a lieutenant 
in the PruJfian fervice, was deGrous to fee them pnb- 
li/hed ; and this is a talk I the more freely undertake, 
becaufe I perfe^ly recoUedt thofe. incidents -vi^kich I 
fhall here infert, related by himfelf, at Aix4a.Xha- 
* pelle, in 1776. Ki« letters and poems I have loft, three 
of the former only excepted, which will be hereafter 
read. The journal of our travel through Poland,writ- 
,ten by himfelf, I have already inferted. 

' I have faithfully depidedhis virtues and his dpfe&s, 
ar.d, fliould the cold mifanthrope difdain fuch narra- 
tives,! fhaVt neverthelefs have the fatisfadion of know- 
ing that the attention of readers lefe rigorcas. will he 
fix'ied by tke originality of his charafter, and that they 
will pardon fome of the weakwcfles ofjiamanity, re- 
membering the goodncfe of Hs heart, and his othet in- 
eftimable qudities. , . : 

Alexander Schelly whofe hiftory is fo intimately con- 
nefted with my own, and which my readers may wifh 
ftotperafe, w^as of a good family, of the circle of Sua- 

- .bia. His mother was of the houfe of Lowenftcin ; his 

^*. 
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father was rcc^ucedVo poverty, by an unfortunate luw- 
■fait. This is ail I know of his origin. Schcll the fon 
of wiiom I fpedc, entered into the Praflian fcrvicc, hi 
the regiment of Wurtcmburg, which, the cluke bcftow- 
ed on the king. 

In confcqucnce of fome quarrels^ he in the yesr 1 744, 
was fent to the garrifoi regiment of Mutfchefall. 

It is well known that thcfckind of changes art »ofl 
fenfibly felt by the Prullian officers, who never become 
foldiers that they may grow gre\ behind the. walls of 
a fortrcfs, in company v*ith invalids, and men ackiiov/- 
ledged worthlefs.^ Scheil, who in reality, was far 
from being one of the latter, could not bat be exceed- 
ing diflatisfied with his ftate ; lie wiiucd nothing more 
than a favourable occafion to defert. From his family 
he received nothings and his wants -^^rc ir.any. I?c 
was much addiAcd to (Uidy, but bis ar/ioroiis difi)ofN 
tibn and inconftancy.kent his pocket pon!iafialiy cmptv. 

His chagrin may well be imagined, when he beheld 
himfelf a lieutenant in a girrifonbattaliari, whh an in- 
come fo trifling, without confolauon for the prcfent, 
or hope for the future. >• . 

He therefore determined to fly from tlatz the very 
fifil opportunity that fliould offer. To this it muft be 
. added that general. Fouqust, -governor of that citadel, 
was his periecutor^. and put him under arreft for the 
moft triffing fault; ; efpecially after Scheil had compof- 
edafatire, which was every where circulated on the 
amourous interconrfe between the daugh^r of the ge- 
neral and the town major Doo. 

It was at this very time, and at that moment when 
he. feared he fliould be arrefted foar debt, that lieutenant 
Bach proposed to him to fupply me with the means of 
flight, and thus to procure himfelf a fupporter by ren- 
dering me fervice. 

His heart was good and con;palIi(^nai'e : he liad long 
been ^flPcdled by misfortune, yet, however, he after-- 
Avard avowed that the motive, which pnncipally de- 
cided hhn to aidiliy efcape, was the deiire of thus re- 
\ enging hhnfelf on general Fouquet. 

Were not thefe circum.lanccsexplamcd, every man 
mr.1be aft(yf»iflicd to read, in my hiftory, that a pcrlbn . 
t'j whom I v*ras unknown, who was urdcr no obliga-f 
U 3 
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• 
tions to me, fhould determine, while hlmfelf was en. 
guard over me, to fly in mid-day, with a prifoner of 
ttate, and thus to expofe himfell' to an infiamous and 
certain death, had he been taken. It may be added, 
there iiever was a more imprudent or daring an under- 
taking. 

"SV e conceived an inclination and friendfhip for cadi 
other on our firft converfation, and he further hoped to 
make his fortune by my means. We were betrayed^ 
as 1 have related ; a friend gave him information of 
this, and he might have efcaped by himfelf, buthe had 
jjromifed to reftore me to freedom. He, likewife, 
jniorlit have rciled^ed that, having neither money nor 
reiburce, he found himfelf in a foreign country, and in 
the molt deplorable of fituations. In great danger he 
wanted neither ccwarage nor fortitude. He was natu- 
rally inconfiderate, and always yielded to the firft emo- 
tion, abandoning himfelf to chance. His honor, like- 
>vife was engaged to keep his word with me : and thefe 
< ircuniilanccs all united induced him to take the de£- 
femtc refolution cf dying, or efcaping in my compa- 
ny. He daringly faced danger, preferved his prefence 
of mind, and aided by him, I executed an enterprize, 
which bccrnfe it was fucccfsful, h^s been more admi- 
red than blamed. 

Never yet, however, did I find another man who had 
the courage^ or the friendfhip, for me, to perform a J^ke 
^d:ion. 

On our return from Thorn to Vienna, we pafled thro* 
AVarfaw, where we made fome flay. 

Schell left me in the afternoon, and returned late to 
cur lodging, without fpeaking a word concemino; 
where he had been, or what he had done. 

On the morrow we went to Cracow ; it happened 

to be the time of the fair, and I determined to exchange 

. t!ie horfeof Schell becaufe he was lame. ** Since the * 

JioVfe will be yours," faid I, it is but right that 300 

'^AiQuld pay the additional money in exchange.'* Schell 

immediately burft into a laugh, took out his empty 

pnrfr from kis pocket, and faid, I left all my money rrt 

the billiard-table at Warfaw ; when m}"^ horfe can go 

TO farther, I will follow you on foot j 1 neither want 

h cr fe r or m oney . " 



^ 
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I was iurprifed at this proof of thoughtlefs folly ; but 
what was. to be done ? I could only pay the money in 
exchange, and we journeyed on to Vienna. Here a 
new mbfortune befel this horfe ; when Schell wanted 
money, and intended to have fold him for two thou- 
fand iiorins, he found him ftrangled by his.haltei; at the 
manger. 

"We had not been a month in this city before Ihad 
the goodifortaneto obtain a commiffionfor him, of firft 
lieutenant, in the regiment of Pallavicini, through the 
intereftof prinf.e Charles of Lorra in, to whom he had 
been recommended by my coufin Trenck. This regi- 
ment was in Italy, and deftined for the (lege of Genoa. 

I equipped Schell, gave him money, and fent hfm on 
his journey. Some time after, when I fuppofed him al- 
ready with his regiment, 1 received a very laconic 
letter from him, dated at Glatz, in which he informed 
me that fortune had played him a new trick, and that 
he had loft all his money, his watch and horfe, and that 
if I could not once more aflift him, he muft manage for 
hhnfelf in the beft manner he was able. 

I happened at this time to have received a fupply 
from Berlin, and fent him five hundred florins, with 
which he proceeded into Italy. This money, however, 
was little more fuccefsful' than the former. He had im- 
prudently borrowed of a friend, to pay his gaming 
debts, and afterward ftill more imprudently, made ulc 
of the regimental money ; when having no better ex.- 
.pedient, he deferted in company with a forager. Wliat 
highly aggravated his fault was that he entered into 
the fervice of a power, with which the Imperialifts were 
then at war. He fent me-infonnation, in a rone of the 
uimoft levity, that he was now a corporal in the fer- 
vice of the Gcnoefe. 

The bdiaviaiir of Schell was highly injurieuR to all 
Pruffian ofHcers, who after him entered into the fer- 
vice of Auftria : but he was yy holly incapable of a re- 
fle<^ion of this. kind. , ' , 

Fortunately for him^ I found ah opportunity/of re.- 
Commendinghim to the Venetian ambaiTador, at Vien- 
na : once more fent him money, and was fo av^ivcin 
his .behalf, that in the fpace of a few months, lie was^ 
prbihoted. to the rank of bfilcec. 
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Strange to tell ! he quitted this feryice the rery fame 
year, and entered a common foldter under the. duke of 
Modena. He fent me notice of this change, and re- 
^aefted affiftance» Baron Loprefti, of whom I have fo 
often fpoken, had friends hi Modena, and I once more 
oVtained a commifHon for, and once mwe equipped 
Schell. His o'vvn perfonal fafety, however, (ionltraincd 
him then to aflume the name of Lefch. 

Unhappy is the deftiny of a man who is obliged to 
conceal the name of his family, before he dare anociat^ 
with worthy men. This misfortune happened to Schell. 
although he poffefle^ in reality, a fenfibie and good 
heart ; but 'his paffion fpr play, and total want of. 
thought, led hitn aftray froni the -paths of honour, a^wj 
iwoughthipi to wander over the earth like a vagabond. 

Once more, thanks be to my intereft, behold him it 
lieutenant in Modena, where he was generally beloved< 
and efteen^ed, and where he had taken the firm refo- 
lution of never gaminff. more, an»d of leading a left dif- 
lipa1ie<l life. Perhaps ne would have executed thele his 
' wife int^tions, but they were rendeVed abortive bj 
his former follies. 

At the requeft of the Duke of Modena, the empreft- 
qu^en fent fome of her officers to inftru^ his regiment, 
in certain new military xnanbevres, aud among thefe, 
unluckily happened to be two officers belonging to the 
regiment of Pallavicini. No fooner was Schell infor- 
med of this than, dreading to be difcovered, as he in- 
fallibly muft have been had he llayed; he once more 
djeferted from Modena, and entered a comiaon foldier, 
in the fer vice of Sardiniaj in the Swifs regiment of 
Souter. 

Again he wrote, to itrform me of this new change^ 
but 1 was theninouring in my dungeon at Magdeburg, 
totally unable p be ot fer vice to him or myfeJf. Wheu- 
releaiedirom my chains, inpecember 1703, and once 
more permitted to appear on the fcene, I fent to ea- 
quire after my friend at Modena, but co.uld hear no 
tidings of where, or what lle^vas. 

Happening in 1769, to be at the ^oufe of the Sar- 
dinian envoy at Vieima. I there by chance met a cap- 
tain Renard\ of the Swifs regiment of Souter. . Tl^e 
conver fation turned on many Fni^an oiScei's, wLo« 
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fortune had ill-treated, and Renard highly pfaifed a 
man of the. name of Lefch, who ferved in his company 
in the quality of a foraging fecretary. After various 
queftions and enquiries, I perceived this Lefch could 
be no other than my friend Schell. I immediately wrote 
to him, and received an anfwer which dcfervcs to be 
remembered. I fenthini money, but this he returned, 
and informed me that he had no longer any need of my 
afliftance : that he had bidden adieu to all fuperfluous 
vanities ; that he tranquilly lived on the perquifues of 
his place, and on what he gained by teaching langua- 
ges, drawing, and mufic ; as alfo by his kn<5wledge of 
embroidery ; and that thefe together, procured him 
much more dian was neceflary. He added that he was 
efleemed, beloved, and fought for ; that he was in good 
health, had learned to be an economift, and that he 
would not change his (ituation for the moft fplendid 
fortune ; finally, that he never more would receive any 
thing from me ; that I had already done too much for 
him ; and that it was time I fhould take care of myfelf. 
AiFe<a:ed as I was by his prefent mannerof thinking, 
I made various propofals to him, to better his fortune, 
butbe.pcrfiftcd in his rcfolation, contented to remain 
in his garrifon at i^lexan^ria, and defireus of npth'ng 
more than of feeing me once more before he fhould die. 
.In 1772, at Aix-la-Chapelle, I was afloniihed to fee 
Schell enter my chamber. He had walked on foot from 
the farther part of Europe, purpofely to fee me. — He 
related his hiftory to me circumftantially, but of this 
*I have forgotten the greateftpart. 

" Pleafare was the only end of his exigence. His love 
of Italy had originated in this his love of plea'fore. Pur- 
pofely to procure himfelf the fociety of the raoftyouih- 
fiil and the moft charming of the female fex, he had 
learnt to embroider in gold, and to perform the mofc 
cnrioas works of wonien. He alfo taught them fevc- 
ral languages, wrote charming verfes, and by his ta- 
lents, had made himfelf fo a|rreeabletp the fociety he 
delighted in, that he had pafled the laftWteen years of 
his life in the manner he thought ihoft detight&l. 

He continued four months at my houfe, during which 
he amufed himfelf in'inftrudbing my children. This of- 
fice he performed with peculiar kindncft and affability. 
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and ffaiqed the afEoi^iion of all to wham he was kaowiti 
but us loTcd a peaceful and i^ctirad life ; be vr.^ in 
reality become a moil ratiqn^} man. His xajx\6., that 
formerly kad been fo quick, io alive, had loft its viva- 
city ; he was thougbtkfs, abfcnt, and often unconne^i:- 
ed ia converiation. Tbecban£;e became fo great, that 
his only occupation was to reaa,or to walkin his cham- 
ber wiA an air of profound melancholy. I foon ob-» 
ferved that time was tedious to him" at Aix-la-Cbapelle, 
and that his heart fighed for Alexandria. 

When he had been a month at my houfe, as he "was 
walkia^ deep in thought, he fell into one of the moats 
af the city"; aud<cUllocated his fhoulder, in which ftate 
he was brought home. 

His patience and fortitude, in this fitoation were re- 
markable ; he did not utter a fingle complaint. 

After his recovery, he wrote fome poetry, but his 
Tcrlcs were very unequal to thoie he had written in the 
fire of his youih. When I belield him, and contemj^at- 
ed his countenance and behaviour, I could not avoid 
foreboding that my friend would foon becwnc infane. 

He w^.s confcious of this himfitJf : but faid he, I have 
a fmall quantity of powder, vory proper to cure this 
misfortune, as well as every other infu-mity of old age, 
and by the aid of which, men may defy all the effort* 
of fate. 

The temper of the man, however, ilill continued the 
fame. Had I faid to him, — " 8chell» thou muft avenge 
my caufe, a defpot king has rendered me miferable ;— ' 
I am certain he would teve gone to Potfdam, widiout 
Jlaying a m:>ment to conftder, and on the publtc pa- 
rado wodlfl hgve executed all that rage/couid inipire. 

lie fliowed nie the fears of fixteen wounds, fome of 
which lie had received in defence of my hon«r. He ne» 
ver drew his fword that he was not wounded. He bad 
fradured his arms, and bones in both his feet, by acci- 
dents; thanks tothofe eternal reveries, which i(i broad 
day light led him to the edge of fome precipice. His 
fword was in his hand on the fmallefl occafion, and he 
laughed when about to. bleed. 

I wifhed him to have remained longer wjith rae,but 
his leave of abfence was aim oft elided, and he defired 
to return and die at Alexandria, One day, I perc«iv-- 
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4?d-]fis u&al tadttirnky attd glo6m wereiflcrerafcxl, and 
the toext morhing, i found SchcU <i6parted^ and had 
lek'xk» following letter oEiti^ 'bttr^au : 

* My friend, 
< You already have many children ; how many morci 
you inay have, "^ha. ca» fay ? You are happy in the 
podeflion -of themoft amiable of wives ; 1 am but a bur- 
then to you ; you are little enabled to be at any ex- 
penfe for me, and I am Hot ftt prefent incbniiderate 
enough to abnfe yotrr friendship. — The duty of a fa- 
ther is now to you the mod facred of duties. I return 
contented with having once more feen you, and with 
leaving you in good health. 

* Moft probably we never fhall meet again. Do not 
difturb your fclf concerning me ; I am in need of no- 
thiilgyand ^ball find every thing neceilary to my hap- 
ptne& at Alexandria; your company alone will be 
wanting ; but of that it is proper 1 fhould deprive my- 
iclf. I would not that you fhould fuller the leaft inju- 
iy for my fake. 

^ Perverfeand -tvicked'men have robbed you of your 
fortune. If therebe an^tcrtial God, who interferes in 
the afiBstirs of men, he will became your fopport, he 
Will reward, he will preferve and make you happy in . 
your family. If not, and fhould even your virtues and 
your labours all be loft to futurity,, yet do they in this 
world find a noble Tecompenfe, in the confcious re^ti-^ 
''tude of the heart. In the enjoyment of this, few men 
indeed will be found your equals, confequently you 
arc happy in yourfelf, and in defiance of fate. 

* To me you owe nothing ; you have done more for 
me, tban even gratitude and friendfhip themfelvc* 
could exaft. 

* True it is I brought you from da tz, but perhaps 
your afte%fuir«rings would have been much left feverc 
had I never exifted. What I did likewife, I did more 
from rcfentment to the king and to Fouquet, than from 
the d<;firc of fcrvingyou, therefore was not my enter- 
prife the pure efted of commiferation and alFedioTi — 
ray intereft bore apart in it. I was ftrippea of all fiip- 
port, and «ifliamed of living, dcfpifed In a garriiWn re- 
giment. I repentiiot dftlre-sL-flion* loff my pillr life, be- 
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ing certain that my follies did but tend to make me 
% wiler and a better man. I believe in this you think 
Kke me : I am fatisfied with the time prcfent, and in- 
dLFerent concerning that to come. 
- * Should monarchs hereafter do you jufticc in any de- 
gree, fail not to write to me. 

* Your fon Jofeph under your guidance, poflefles alb 
the equalities neccflary to become a great man 5 rhe con- 
viction of this has given'me much meafure, am! m^ft to 
you be a fubjeft of infinite fatisfaaibn. Tellyouf r<- 
fpedable lady that 1 honor her, return her thanks for 
all her kindnefs, and congratulate the choice (he made 
of a man who knew her worth. Yes, my friend, you 
are happy in a wife, and therefore muft certainly have 
no^ cauVe to repent, to find yourfelf an inhabitant of 
this earth. 

* When I perceive I can no longer live, 1 will fend 
you a laft letter. It is your duty to remain here ; you 
have children, tlioie you muft not defert. I know no 
other caufe of regret for your fake, fhould not misfor- 
tune in future bctal you. , 

' Be under no concern relative to the expenfes of my 
journey. 1 have the watch which you gave me, as weft 
as the fix oruineas with which I was to have paid the 
taylor, aud my feet Hill render me the fame fervice they 
performed thirty years ago, when we travelled toge- 
' ther through Poland , 

' Were wenoteyan then much happier than princes, 
who are whirl ecTluxurioufly in coaches, through their 
defolated countries ? 

^ I leave you this journal of this fingular expedition, 
which I prcferved, that ic might recal to your mind 
incidents well worthy of finding a 4)race in the hiftory 
of your life. 

< May you live in healtli and happinefs ; may you 
livediilant from courts, and unembarraficd by public 
a (lairs, for the difcharge of which you are but ill lifted, 
by your dauntlefs candor. They would but bring you 
into new troubles. Quit Aix-la-Chapelle a!fo if you 
can ; you are deteiled by the monks ; hypocrites will 
never want occafion to injure you, and in 'your decVme 
of life, will find the means to rob yoii of that repofe 
vQuhave fo well df.'erved : Godpreferve you from tlieir 
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venom. I tremble while I recolleft this^ acquainted 
^ml am with your daring fpirit. ^ , . 

^ Let me intreat you to become fomewhat more of an 
economift ; let me intreat you tq a6l lefs generoufly* 
towards an ungrateful world ; in fine, let me intreat 
you to become more prudent. 

Should we fee clearly, and think nobly, yet were it 
beft to figh,be filcnt, and wifely to enjoy : fo avSt, and 
fo Ihall nothing be wanting to your tranquility. A- 
void Vienna. There thofe, who have illegally acquir- 
:Cd, will illegally endeavour to maintain themfelves in, 
the poffefliou of your eftates. The emprefs ad;s under 
the guidance of her priefts from, whom you can expert 
iio thing but contempt and perfecution. 

' Be, the paft to you a leflon, and a guide for the fu- 
ture, ^ope nothing from unrelenting princes ; rifk 
nothing for the barren honor of rendering them fer- 
vice ; let your future motto be, *^ I feek omy virtue." 

* We have almoft run our race ; we both foon alike 
Ihall ceafe to be, but we both know death, and fhall 
.march to meet him with a ferene front. So long as I 
,,have life I fhall be ready at all times, and on all occa- 
fions, as I ever have been, to part with that life in de- 
fence of your injured honor. 

^ In this refolution, and imprefled with the liveliefl 
gratitude, this day departs onp, who, to his lail breathy 
will remain, your friend, ' .. 

^ALEXANDFR SCHELL/ 

I was exceedingly affected by this farev^ell, efpeci- 
ally as 1 had no means of conveying to my friend, the 
, money necefTary to perform his journey. Some few days 
after, I was obliged to go to Vienna. Whil^ I was 
•in Frankfort, 1, by chance, met in the ftreet the wor- 
thy SchcU, who was. there endeavouring to gain intel- 
ligence concerning his parents. We continued two davs 
.longer together, and I did every thing in my power 
to diiTuade him from purfulng his journey, but in vain. 
It was with great difliculty I coatd prevail on him to 
acpept twenty guineas, by the aid of which he might 
arrive, with fomev/hat lefs fatigue, at his place of oef- 
tination. At length, we both took an eternal and lalt 
adieu, and parted. r 

About three weeks after I received the following 
. letter from him at Vienna. < 

X 
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* Dear friend, ' ^ 

' At JJrankfort you obliged me to accept twenty gui- 
neas, money which belonged to your children, and the 
depriving yourfclf of which^ was moft probably of great 
inconvenience.. Somewhat, however, to recompenfc - 
your benevolence, may you, virtuous man, participate 
the fcnfibility, the pleafure, the good,rwhich accompa- • \ 
nicd thcfe twenty guineas in the cottage of a poor pea- 
fan t ! May the benedictions be veriHed, with whick 
your name was pronounced by an old man of eighty 
two, alinoft expiring with hungcfr, in conipany with his 
wife and the remainder of his family ! Benedidlions,^! 
uttered with eyes raifed to heaven, when their long 
iofl fon, Scheli, fo unexped;edly entered their wretch- 
ed cabin, and with him brought the means of aid and 
coufolation ! 

' Oh, noble Trcnck, that I could defer ibe the fcene 
fach as it really was ; then, indeed, fhould you weep. 
louring four and twenty years, my parents had never 
received any intelligence of me, and fuppofed me dead. 
I knew they had been ruined by a la^w-fuit in the hn- 
perial court, and I would not add to their misfortunes 
by informing them of my own. 

' Mv father had difcarded me from his heart, after -> 
having hiard I had fo lightly quitted the Pruflian fer- ^ 
vice {"after being told that my name was nailed up to 
.^he ^/allows at Glatz. ^ 

' My mother had wept, but the afflicfrions of her fa- 
mily, and the poverty of her other children, had effac- 
ed from her memory him, who (he had formerly hoped 
would become the fupport of her houfe, and the prop 
of hert)ldage. ^ « 

^ My eldert filler I found almoft dying with hanger 
in her'bed, where (he had twelve years lain paralytic j 
The youngeft was in fane, and her dillradted fits were i 
fometimes fo violent that {he was obliged "to be tied \ 
clown.' 

^ My elded brother, \vi:o had obtained the rank of 
'Kuijor'iu the Pruilian Icrvice, was brokeU; berauft|pf 
iny «ci venture at Glatz, and is at prefent acorporilrn 
tlie ilrvice of Denmark, where he lias'taken another 
iia.ne. My formerly brave, and now ancient fa tlier, 
all in Vi-^gs, aiid afllided with the drop fy, was featcd hs 
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•an old arm-cliair ; ^hd my aged mother of feventy was 
'soWiged ta ai^ as fervant^ nurfe, and. provider for the 
^hole lioufe> ' * ' i 

• ^ At the/ time when I arrived, frveral days had pa (Ted, 
and they had nothing better than dry bread for tlicir 
food, 'waiting the end of the month. You have been 
informed that the prince, by whom they were ruined » 
granted them a pe^Hon of nine florins per month !* 

-lor whkh they were obliged to pray for hhn, thank 
idm, and tremble in his preience. 

* They had no fire, and thefe poor old people were 
' crouching clofe together half naked, to keep each other 

warm. That very day they happened to mention their 
loft fon ; they were exhorting each other patiently to 
' endure their affliftions, and while thus mffering, I 
entered their hut^ made ,myfelf knowa^ and brought 
them aid. 

* God of heaven ! where are the words that fnall 
defcribewhat I felt ?— Motionlefs I ftood at beholding 
wretchednefslike this — and dumb they w^re dumb alfo. 

^ I recovered, recoUefted I had guineas^ and threw 
them on the table. — Is this* money thy own, my fon i 
faid mytnother. — Yes mother, anfwered I, they were 
honorably acquired ; 1 bring them to yield you a mo- . 
' mentary fnpp^rt. 

• ^ Surprife and joy flufiied in every face ; ray aged 
father bathed me with paternal tears, and my mother 
hung weeping round my neck'. The poor paralytic 
intreated fhe might once again make a good mealy and 
her (till more unfortunate lifter leaped and capered, 
without knowing wherefore. 

* After we had in fome degree recovered o^m* prdper 
fenfes and I had briefly anfwered their inquiring quef- 
tions, a fire was made, and meat was put down to roaft. 
.Yea-, iliy friend, the family feated themfelves round a 
table^th|it had not long been fo loaded, and I had the 
p^eafure to regale them with your money, to revive laj 
parents, langoifhing in mifery, and on the borders of 
tiiie grave, and to change the paternal malcdi<ftion in- 
to the linccreft bleffings and prayers i 

* To you am 1 indebted for this da lofjjoy, tlicbright- 
tft, the happieft of my life ; for had I not had jour ino- 

* About twenty Jlnlilngs. 
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?iey, I fhould never have returned to thehofufe of my 
lather, — 'TU true, alfo, I never Ihould hav« becn'a 
fpec^atoriof wretchednefs like theirs, and ihould have 
died recklcfs and indiiFerent. I now have an addition- 
al reafon to live ;• I have parents to provide for, 
and they ftand in needof provifion. I will haften to 
^Mexanclria, haften te obtain money for tlieir fuppoi*t, 
for now only do 1 begin to be rccoi^ciled to life* 
, ' I fhall not inform you in what place I found this 
moft unfortunate family ; you would deprive me. of the 
fatisfaf^tion of labouring for them. I well know the 
benevolence of your heart, and I well know you have 
nothing you ought to give. Yet yon fhall be inform- 
ed hereafter, aiS Ihall become my fucceffor, in order 
that I may die untormented when I feel my end ap- 
proach, and lliallbe r-o more able to afford themfiiffe- 
iiance. '. ' 

' I continued with theai nine days, and three entire 
guinea3 were expended in making ourfclves merry. 
Yellerday I left fifteen upqn the table, with my watch 
and a letter, as I did when I took my leave of you at 
«\ix-la-Chapelle, and thus avoided the too great pain 
of parting. 

* Now march I on foot towards Alexandria, and cer- 
tainly with more true courage than Alexander hlm- 
lelf, wlien marcfiing at the head of his viftorious ar- 
my towards Babylon, Never were guineas better ex- 
pended, never employed to a more holy purpoie, than 
thofe you gave me at Frankfort. Henceforward I have 
but one intention to fulfil, Ind this, I hope, will be ful- 
filled by the exertion of my talents at iRei|andria« 
Money, my friend, is become a thing molt ||i?ecions, 
though my poor parents have leaiiit to vegetate on 
little. 

* Live, my dear Trenck, live in content and health. 
If foon or late, you ihall return to y6ur native coun^ 
try, may you, after a tedious baniibment, acquire wealth 
to render thofe you love happy. If ever you fhonld 
Wifh to benefit the children of Waldau, recillcft what 
I faid to you in the foreft near Hammer,^when you 
would have taken vengeance on an unfeeling, or, per- 
haps, only a fearful Droliier.in4aw. May the Al- 
mighty grant you this humane^ this Qiriftian confolati- 
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on. I hope hereafter your pro fpeds will brighten j 
and I honor the philanthropy of your heart. Korgct 
me not. I will write to you whenever I need your af- 
fiftance ; do you write to ma only once a year, and let 
me know any fortunate ev«nt m the fituation of y6ur 
affairs . This letter will be fent from Ulm. 1 have 
written it in Switzerland, and a friend will put it in- 
to tlie poft. May your virtues preferve you from new 
adverfities^ and may heaven or earth ripward you for 
tlie pad. As I have lived, fo fhall I die| 

^ Your grateful, and mod alliiredly, 
* Your very faithful friend, 

^ ALEXANDER SCIIELL, 

^ . < Secretary ta the regiment ofSoider at Aiexa-ndrlay in 

^ ^ the prvkeofthe king of Sardinia.* 

' Since this letter I received Inany others from him, 
■ all written in the fame ftyle. In one of the lafthe in- 

formed me that an old lady had becjueathed him effects 
to the value of an hundred and fifty ducats, by will. 
His joy at being able to fend that fum to his parents, 
who were tfeen living, was inexpreffible. 

After a filence of two years I received the following: 
^ The dying Schell to his friend Trenck. 

^ When this fhall come to your hand, I fhall be no 
more : my term of exHlcnce draws to a concMfiun : ne - 
verdid man, dear friend, forfake this fublunary world 
with more tranc^uility, than I lliallin a few hours, and 
after Ihaye once more, with as muchprefcnce of mind 
as I am capable of, fent you this laft teflimony of liv- 
ing gratitude. 

< The lafl years of my life have pafled undifhirbcd 
• away ; almorf had I forgotten that the name of my fa- 
mily was Scheli, having for forty years afJumed thatt^f 
Lefch, and having without regret bidden adieu to all 
honorable titles. 

* I beheld you happy my f«iend, and I leave you iu : 
peace iind content. My aged father and mother have 
been two years dead. I enjoyed the pleafure of pro- 
curing them neceflaries, and even fomewhat ircre, dur- 
ing their few latter days of life. 'My paralytic filler 
X 2 
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died about fix^eeks ago^ and the poor frantic girl 
knows not that Ihe wants any thing, therefore wants 
nothing. She merrily lives in the mad houfe, and ima« 
gines herfelf to be the holy Rebecca, 

^ The woman whom I teved has lately married a 
young hufband : may he make her happy i' This is- not 
a moment to indulge jealoufy. 

' I am at this inliant racked with the (lone, add to 
which, I am in a confumption, and thefe together have 
rendered me a living ikeleton. My phyfician has ob* 
ferved indubitable fymptoms of my approaching end ; 
1 myfelf am fully lenftbie of them, -and in a few days, 
or i:-i a few hours, fhall ceafe to fufttjr. 

* I have now nothing to hope, and nothing to fean 
Herein 1 feud you the laft tokens of a longand (incere 
frieudfhip. My dying foul ftill will live in you, nor 
liiall I be all dead, fo long as you li-all c(Hitinue to live. 
My expiring wifhes for jour profperity, transfix them- 
ieives lo this paper—they take their flight from my 
Iirain like a dream at the moment of my diflblution. 
J^ive while you may, and hailea not, dear friend, to 
follow me. 

** Horor, fame, and pofterity, tome, are things 
•v/holiy indifferent. I die.unknow^n, and my name 
dies with me. — Beware of the prifons of Glatz, Magde- 
burg, and Spielberg 1 Schcll dies, and you will find 
a Schell no more. ^ - 

"Heave no one bejiind me, who ftands in need of 
your aid, or whom I am in duty bound to recommend 
to your benevolence ; no, my friend, I am no longer " 
any thing to you : could I partake the fenfibility of 
yoar heart, it w^ould bur occafion me fruitlcfe regret, 
knd difturb the repofe of this latlfarewclh 

'*♦ Repine not, weep not, rather iaugh ; kt tlie laft 
riomentsof the crazy Schell be a fubjcftof mirth ; he 
hinifelf l;as laughed , on the world's great theatre, bc^ 
Jiol^ing .the -deepert tragedies , lauding he quits the 
lcjne,.a,nitKe curtain for everfalLs. 

- * My fcnfes are overpow^ered, they flumber i my 
eyes are inclined to clofe, and my foul wifiies for reft ,• 
J'Coon fhall fleep, and fleep without dreamhig ;nor 
fhali I eve/ rife -froin this to enjoy waking dreams. 
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.. ^ Oh I Trenclj, my lad thoughts are friendflxip, 
gratltisde^ and the mod ar4ent prayers for your prof- 
pcrity. So dies 

< ALEXANDER, once SCHELL, 

' at prefentLESCH. 
^' AiexaodJria, 54th of May, 1776." 

The very day I received this letter, I wrote to the 
regiment^ and the anfwer fent back -was that he ** had 
been found dead in his bed the 26th of May, having 
"^vritten farewell letters to his colonel, and his friends 
by all of whomhewasiincerely regretted." 

jipologtes to other Sy andvindicationj offnyfelfand honor 
• concerning affertions contaiued in, and offences that 
have been taken at, tny writings, 

NOT tlie fear of further difpleafing the wicked and 
the vile ; not the dread of being ftill perfccuted bv 
lliarpers, monks, pedants, intriguing courtiers, ancl 
paltry knaves: not the dread of illiberal and abortive 
criticifm ; nor any, nor all of thofe, here give birth to 

• apology or juftification. I have more ferious employ- 
mentjihat of at laft enjoying content and eafe ; of ter- 
minating a career of diflicuities,chains,andpunifhment 
unparalfelled^ with glory. I will no more ftand forth 
the rafh opponent of ignorant millions. 'Tis honor 
fufficient for me, thau the worthy, the virtuous, and 
the friends of men, have been my prote<ftors. J^ad I, 
indeed, only injured this fmaller part of fociety, the 

* number of my enemies had not been fo great, nor had 
they been fo all-puiiTant: neither would they have 

been fo bafcin artifice, fo irreconcilable in hatred. 

I fhudd^r and ftart back from the precipice, when I 
contemplate the abyfs, into which by raflmefs, or per- 
haps fortitude not to be ihaken, 1 might have been head- 

'^ ^^"l§ plunged. 

''\ ' The daggers of (harpers, gamblers, and monks^ all 

?were drawn. Thofe noble gentlemen, who, offended 
at my eflay on true nobility, had not with their patent 
^ titles, purchafed noble hearts, would have been glad 

Ir were difpatch^. Heaven was promifed from the 
pulpit, as the price of heretical blood. Heretic, be it 
^ fald apart, is the epithet bellowed on thofe who dai-e 
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openly attack the avarice aad ambition of priefts. — 
I'he good old matrons prayed for my foul^ as for one 
jiiiferably configned to perdition. The deceivers, and 
the deceived, together, cried — ^* Crucify him 1 Cruci- 
fy him r 

Unfapported, among thefe hi^*bo|:n vulgar, long I 
lived, good men approved and applauded my writ- 
iugs ; but approbation was ail. 1 will write no more. 

^udi being my refoLution, fmay herebeconiidcred 
as an expiring author, who,' repentant fioncr like, 
takes a mournful leave of the fraternity of reformers. 
Therefore do I ttrctch out my hand defirous of recon- 
ciliation with all who imagine tliemfelves injured by 
the truth I have told, or wha have been anger/od to be- 
hold themfelves uranafkcd. I hope they will not be 
fo cruel as to demand I fhould bellow flagellation ou 
niyfelf, becaufe I erected my fell a preacher of repen- 
tance, without having firft (ludied under a Tefuit-moun- 
tebank, infon/za Thsoiogica, As my irriraliility is well 
known, and as I never condefceuded to petition princes 
themfelves twice for what I thought my due, be advi- 
fed. good fii-s, and pardon me quickly, orllhallper-r 
haps quckly fall into my old vice, and defend myfelf, 
anH. truth, with all the fury of a defperado. 

My ridicule on the parchment titles of nobility, has 
fo much oiFended many of our mod ferene Dons, that 
I expeded fome one, at lead, among them would have 
moanted his Roilnant, and have defied me, detra^or 
andcaitiffvile, tomoi*talx:ombat. * 

Fortunately for me, I vas deceived. They, honor- 
able gentlemen, leave hardy enterprife, and dire de- 
fence, to the fleeping bones of their anceftors. They 
canfervetlie ftate in night-caps, and morning-gowns, 
and his excellency, the loid high cook, can fagacioufly 
idhe orders that the harefhalTbe roailcd, which his 
fcrcnehighnefs, the maltcr of the hounds, has heroical- 
ly vanquiilicd. . " . 

Happy coiiferuce of wifdom in government ! To 
you, ye fcioni? of nobilUy. do all places of honor, profit, 
a id power, defccnd, r.s is by tight of birth, your due, 
inherent ye are noble ! To think and a(5l nobly were 
faperflaous. ^^'hy fliould you defend or inilruil bnfe 
burghers, or rafcally hinds, who, moft humbly, moil 
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dutifully, are bouDden to labour and ftarve, that you 
i»ay ileep and fatten ! 

-What rafhnels was it in me to write on honor ! I, 
alas, had forgotten that honor and honorable offices 
depend on the capricious, will of an arbitrary monarch, 
who alone is the fountain of honor, the judge of ho- 

#•_ __ 1^x7-1 c jrJT J ^C^ ZT*. ^^-_: 



nor can confer ! Wherefore did I dream of merit, geni- 

. ^<^ii ig- 
norance! Yes, ever honerable worthies, itisbut juft 



us, or, the native honor of the heart ? Fie on iucli 



Ihumbiy ihonld crave forgivenefs : I, who have writ- 
ten thasnnwittingly, without permiffion from the pow- 
ers that be ! But ye are avengcid, and I am puniflied. 
No titles have I ; no ribbands, ftars,or glorious badges. 
Thefe, ib grofs was my conception, I fuppofcd I might 
have had, and haye remained an honeft man 1 

I have attended at levees ; have wa.ited in antecham- 
bers there have converfed with ancient officers, like 
me, attending alfo. Their cicatrized wounds were 
inefFeftual pleaders. The fpruce gentleman nlher held 
their names unworthy to be pronounced in the royal 
ear. We diicourled on the bcft of all poffiblc worlds, 
and iron tears ftole down their manly cheeks. Rea- 
fbning with bitter conference as we flood, we have 
leen a fumptuous vehicle approach by fix fteeds, proud- 
ly champing drawn : before itwere running footmen: 
behind, heydukes and merry Andrews ; and within — 
f Yes I His Excellency ! Stately ftept he forth, by Haves 

•;' fiipported in die dangerous defcent. - The^^arming 

I crowd proftrate themwlves. Yet, no grim Turfcishe, 

[ ♦ b nt beardlefe leventcen . The buttons of his coat were 

I each a diamond ; over his mighty Ihoulder no Gorgon 

ihield was thrown, but gracefully the broad ribband 
hung. From his pocket pendent was a key — ^AU. won- 
• dered ; all aflced — *^ Who is he that approaches thus 
with cheek inflated ?":tN8t Boreas, gentlemen— Nor 
Eurus — No — His highiieis 1 His ferene highnefs ! A 
prince ! A prince of the empire ! A knight of the or- 
der 1 A chamberlain ! A privy counfellor ! The fon of 
a — ^ufurer ! A lord of eight millions ! Millions which 
he nobly expends, thus to become great ! Thus to be 
dignified ! Thus to be titled ! Great as he is now, what 
ihall he be when of age ! 

For one fo mighty, knowledge will be an incum* 
brance, and thought fuperfluous : therefore hath he 
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written to Rome^ and Rome SxoM fend bim a father 
confeflbr, whwihall relieve himof tjje iabotir of think- . 
ing. Padua too ihall fend him a buSbon with a black 
gown and tie-wig, who faall take efpecial care of his 
eftate. Let others a6t — it is for him only to enjoy. 

Parting from jny honeft veterans, home I went 5 def- 
cribed wl^t I hadfcen — for i am afraid I fhall never 
forfake old habits — ^but entreated the friends to whom 
I wrote, never to make my letter public. The world, 
alas I might doubt the fincerity of my reformation ; . 
nay, might call this my recantation, a fatir^, a libel !. 
Heaven forbid, my friend 1 For God's fake tear^ burn. 
my letter I — His highnefs can pay referendaries, advo- 
cates, and curators, better than I. I may once again 
become mad—No, no ! I will humbly petition.— tl will . 
not increafe an evil I cannot cure. 

To err is human ; but obftinately to perfift in error, 
were devilifli — ^therefore pardon, pardon ! I repent — 
I will be very good in future. My children fhall not 
be taught to think — ^for I will provide them with an 
Abbe or an Ex-jefuit ; and they ihall be eduiiattd for 
bighneffes and cardinals. 

Yes, noble Zetto, Krondorf, Krugel, and ye other 
nobles, from A to Z, 1 defcrve your mighty wr^th — 
What 1 refufe to pay foP your patents of nobility ! — fo 
well too as I knew your worth ! I am juftly puniflied. 
— God eternally forbid I ihould objei^ to your high 
and nobledignities ! 1 affirm, -that you are more igno- 
ble in nature than the rudeft of the rabble ! — 'I call you 
the pefts of fociety !— Oh, no — no— no — no 1— Though < 
you are in the houfe of corre<9:ion, you have noble fuc- 

ceffbrs ; and I will write no IJbel by innuendo; 

Heaven blefs your worthy worflups ! May the mob 
bow down before your patent titles !-^May your wel- 
fare be preferred to that of jaftice and the common 
weal ! 

And ye, noble ecclefia(lics,whofe all-difpenfing pew- 
ter, in trafficking in indulgences, can pufchafe cfarthly 
titles *till your heavenly £all be ripe — yc, who living 
laxurioafly, yet ar J certain to die blcfTeil 1 I hoid it £t 
^nd fafe here to promife you, I will daily repeat three 
Pater-nofters, aud eke three Ave-Marias j — -not defir- 
#us ye fliouldread in my Skeptical heart, all I think of 
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you. — I know ye penife not fuch heretical writings^ as 
teach the duties ot the citizen and the man. 

I aflc not your prayers ; — for ah ! I too well know 
my J)oor foul'has been configned to perdition — I have 
even dared to doubt that ye are holy. 
• In my plan for the reftifying of ^abufes in the ftatca 
of Anftria,' I was aftuated by the pureft and beft of mo - 
tivcs. I openly aflertcd what were the deferts of the 
judges of the courts ; and all Vienna exclaimed againft 
the raihnefs of my writings ; yet was it aft/?rwards 
fecn, tiiey were not prophetical. Experience had 
taught me wifdom. To reform the abufes'cf the ad- 
miniftration of Juftice, is even more dangerous than to 
rcfonn thofe of religion. How may a private individu- 
al make the attempt, when the monarch hirafelf — fo 
. multiplied, fo rooted are thcfe abufes — dare not ? 

Such is tiie true (late of aftairs over which 1 (igh and 
draw the curtain, 'Sincerely do ?pity thofe who need 
juftice. 

I have written alfo concerning the inviiible vaffalage 
of Bohemia. Of this I cannot repent, although the 
angry monks have condemned ^irty foul to fome milli- 
ons of years of burning in purgatofTy. But in purga- 
tory I will be content to burny certain of the prayers 
of all good men, for my fpeedy releafe. 'Till this vaf- 
/ falageofthe mind is removed, never can the people 
know tlie rights of men. PrayJ brethren, pray, that 
the fingers, with which I write this, may not be chan- 
ged into a devil's claw — nay though you fnould be 
monks, pray — ^for I certainly fliould tear thcfe unfor- 
tunate friars, who fliould fall into my talons, moll un- 
mercifully ^and — with Reverence be it fpoken — 

your Lutheran devils are all'^s mercilefi as yo\\r Fran- 
cifcan; 

I have alfo in my letters from Spa been guilty of a 
, crime more enonnous tlfanany the whole decalogue can 
j adbrd— ^more heinous than' the feven desdiy lins col- 

Ileclively. 1 have faid, that a gambler by profeflicn 
could not poffiMy be an honeftman ; and that, by fail' 
1 dcda^ion, neither could thofe who fiiare his ill-goi- 
tcn gains. Herein have I moll gi'ofsly and abominably 
iinncd againft the holy- Catholic Church j as the Fha- 
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raoh table, for the godly plundering •£ flrangers, Is 
there publicly licenfea by the biihop. Therefore, as 
a good Chrillian oueht, do I moft humbly fupplicate 
the infallible prieftly magiftracy for forffivencfs, 
wretched (inner as I am^-I, who have publicly dared 
to doubt this infallibility ! What, thou^ I have writ- 
ten a notorious truth ? — ftill, lince tliis truth offends, 
I dcfcrve, as their high mightinefles in their Chriftian 
charity affirm, to be everlaltingly roafled. I had for- 
gotten that they have power in neaven — and there they 
are faints : — I only remembered, that on eartli they are 
rafcals. . I will write no more on the poifons of Liege, 
the intrigues of courtezans, the curies of play ; but 
vtiW enjoy fome few days of reft on this fide the grave. 
I will fupprefs the groans of a heart that has becH 
rent, becaufe it could not reform the follies and the 
vices of man. 



The Macedonian Hero is a poem, that, bj^ the da ring- 
nefs with which it was written, might indeed well 
draw down the • vengeance of tyranny, Theconfe- 
quences of my rafhnefs have been bitter. Frederic 
acknowledged I had written truth ; but Terefa de^ 
manded to know by whom I had been authorifed to 
write truth. The poem was prohibited, but efcapcd 
burning. Honeft men lamented the daftardlinefs of 
their fellow-flaves, who crouched, and bafely aided the 
ravagers of the earth; while zealous repuidicans re- 
joiced. The world however fccras to fink deeper than 
ever into the flough of flavcry. We grovel in the duft, 
and oifer up ine^iredual -prayer*, that God would be 
plsafcd to preferve us from heroes and their rapacity. 
Alas ! new Alexander^, Tamerlaacs, and Frederics _^ 
/hail a rife, and fiiall findne\x coadjutors. 



I muft farther remark, that, through all my writings , 
tliere reigns a mariifell: and decided hatred againft 
knavery, deceit, and fuperftitioa. In the country 
where I redded I beheld a herd — an army of priefts 
wallowing in luxury, reigning with worfc than defpo- 
tic authority over the minds of all. What rational 
and thinking man but mull (hudder, mufl lament aloud , 
that dich multitudes of God's creatures ihould be thu^ 
chained, rivected inignarancc, by a hoUof idle impof- 
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tors, who are, or ought to be paid, to enlighten and 
indira^ them in all the duties of. men — but who. on the 
contrary, live in pride and debauchery, fock their ve- 
ry blood, deftroy moral virtues^ fraternal and true 
. Chriftiaii duties, and promife heaven to the mod aban- 
doned of villains, to profligates, cheats, and aflfaffins. 

O God 1 how diihial, how wretched is the profocifl:, 

.where bigotry has the power and the will to kill all 

.the feeds of natural reafoa I Yet this I beheld wherever 

the ruling priooc was a churchman. This I beheld 

^throughout the^hole Auftrian (t^tes. The fpedacle 

made my heart M^pep blood . I beheld the Pope and all 

his' armed le^phs, as omnipotent at Vienna, as at 

Kome. I beheld and wrote, Thou^ts, friendly to 

the hcaman race, inftinftively flowed from my pen. I 

forgot my own fefety, irritated the wqiilof pamons iir 

the worft of men : — and could I wonder, I had enemies f 

Iiareconcilable in hatred, a prieft purfocs- the wretch, 
who has dared to difcover'his wickedneis and frauds, 
through Aicceeding generations^ till his name and race 
,be rooted from' the earth ; nor ends- here — but infatia- 
ble in revenge, after ihflu^ngall earthly pangs, deli- 
vers him. and his over to eternal tortures. This is what 
is properly called tlie vengeance of the nunlfters of the 
merciful God. 

Indead of prohibittngthc intermarriages and multi- 
f)lication of Jews, princes* would eSb^oally ferve the 
world, and dindniih the blaoiMucking fw^irm, were 
they to oblige every man to take the following oath 
before he weren^de a^ moBk. 

* That the capdidate for this ftatcof fknftity is to- 
• tally incapable of rendering ferv ice to his fellow-crea- 
twres — that he is unfit for foldicr, mechanic, or huf- 
bandman-^nd that he is wholly delVitute of powers, 
bodily or mental) to make himlelf ui]efiilt;o fociety.' 

- I have yet to apologize concerning the firft part of 
•this hift^ry, in which I have-hi^ly offended various 
fpecies of wicked men . 

Frederic the Great, who by the breath of his power, 
entailed mifery upon me, who gave me lufficient caufe 
to fpeak truth undifguifedly, will certainly in his now 
enlightened ftate, behold the moderate manner in which 
I have juftified myfelf, with very different eyes to 
what he would had- he v/hile on earth penifed it with 
Y 
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all th3 pcrverfity of defpotic obftinacy, and clouded 
by the prejaJices of human weaknefs. 

To the poiieilbrs of my Sclavonian eflates I wifh 
good appetites at my board. They ftole them not, but 
inherited tliem from fathers who were delirous of leav- 
ing heirs rich in land and poor in honor. ' One of ihefe 
facccilbr.'i of my coufin was not long fince coniincd in 
the Spielberg. The others are not happy. "It is pof- 
fiblc a ti'Tie may come when my children fhall fay^ — 
*^ J3t trone 1 Yoahave long enough enjoyed the Trenck 
eltatcs : it is now our turn." — Happily I never yet bc- 
ibught an alms at my owndoor. 

1 he honorable burghers of. Dantzic who fave me 
lip, and futfered me to be plundered, are dead ; per- 
haps their facceflbrs may make reparation as far as is 
in their power. Weingarten and Abramfon are dead 
M ifo . I pity the hangman, who by fome unaccountable 
chance, was robbed of his perquilites^ for Weingartea 
died a natural death. 

Jailliinlky is living. 1 forebore to vifit him when at 
Konigibcrg, for I would not remind him in his old age, 
of v/iiat muft hang gloomy over his memory. He "has 
■jny for/vlvcnefs. I cannot refrain, however, here re- 
latin^r iiow fevere are the puniflmients of a bad can- 
icicncc. When I arrived at Konigfbcrg, he loft Ivfs 
imderitanding, and became lunatic. The whole town 
was witnefs of this ftran^e event. I have alfo fully 
difcovered he was, as I difcovered, the forger of the 
letter, which, in the year 1746, was the caufe of my 
ruin. His motive was intereft ; he was indebted to 
>ne three hundred ducats. Apart ofmy rich equipage 
i:]ie prefent general baron Pofadowfky bought of Jaf- 
chiivfi<y himieif ; and he further received a fum grant- 
ed him by the king, that was deduced from my confif- 
cated cftp.tes. He is ftill infane. 

Now I am apologizing, it is but juft I fliould intreat 
forglvenefs of fome tew invifible perfons whom I can- 
not but* have offended ; and lirll, the feraphic Father 
St. Francis. Pardon, holy Sir, for having rendered thy 
whdle order contemptible. Who ever, like me, lias 
b^he^Vfthefc odoriferous, though not fweet-fcented le- 
■r;iphiwn,-at their gluttonous tables, their wine bar- 
rels, V^^ilr^coufellional chairs, will, if he be wife, pa(s 
on the other flcle of the way. Thee, holy Francis, I 
intreat to take them to thy own abodes ; rob this un- 
worthy v»orld of fuch a gcdly crew j iind fuffcr tl.nt^ 
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fifty years hence, tlieir names only be remembered. 
Thou bed canft inforrii us how well pleafed the Father 
of the world. muft be to hear fuch multitudes of hercu- 
lean faints daily employ themfelves, and importune 
liisear with the eternal repetition of Ave Maria ! Ave 
Maria 1 Ave Maria .1 

What thou wilt fay to that arch enemy of man, Sa- 
tan, when he and his infernal adjutants ihall come la- 
den with the fms of thy feraphims, and infultingly, lay 
th'em at the foot-ftool of divine jullice, I know not. 
Neither can I fay, when the heavenly holt have, per 
contra, gathered together the good works of all -thy 
tribe, what balance Ihall remain for the fupererogati- 
on magazine eftabliflicd at Rome. 

From my guardian angel 1 entreat forgiveneis, for 
* all the trouble I have given him ; and it certainly has 
not been a little to guard a Trenck from dafiiing his 
foot againft a ftone, or his head againfl: the axe of the 
holy inquifition. He has well fulfilled his duty, and 
deferves eternal reft, never more to undergo a tafl^ fo 
arduous. 

I doubt indeed he has been guilty. of one grofs over- 
iight. He certainly permitted Satan to. mfpire me 
with the*defire of taking up the pen, nay, afterward 
fulFered him to guide my hand. Wherefore did he 
not like Luther, take up the ink^ftand and throw it at 
liishead ? I then fliould not have written fo rafhly a- 
gainft gamblers, monks, and defpots. It may be, in- 
deed, he endured aprefent evil, to fecure a future good. 
Satan may have been outwitted. 

Of the Almighty (with ferious awe and reverence I 
fpeak) I implore forgivenefs, if, when under afllidion 
too fevere for man to fupport, I have doubted errone- 
oufly concerning the fyftems of men, which reprdent 
tlie great Firll Caufe as a human creature, fiibje<ft to 
the worft and weakeft of human paffions ; fubjecft to 
anger, malice, revenge, ambition, vanity ! Let me hope 
if I did not poflefs fufficient underftanding to difcover 
truth, that ihall not be imputed to me as a fault. Thou 
f.ircly wilt not condemn me, becaufe I am unable to 
believe, thou ever madeft a creature that was pre- 
doomed to eternal dellrn^tion. 

Of wicked men I have alked mercy for having writ- 
un fo much againft the evil of their ways, To thee^ 



